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2025 September Calendar

Thurs. Sept. 4
Sr. Knights Mtg at Glab Post
1:30 PN-Pg5

Sun. Sept. 7

Donuts & Discipleship

" After 8 & 10 AM OLV Mass
In Marian Room — Pg 5

Wed. Sept. 10
Regular Council Mtg - Office
7:00 PM - Pg 5

Thurs, Sept. 11
Color Core Training at

Fr. Justin Council
2735 Union Rd. Cheektowaga
6:00 -7:25 PM -Pg 5

Sat. Sept. 13
WNY Chapter Mtg at
Location TBD

8:30 AM Breakfast—Pg3

Sat. Sept. 18

Evangelization & Faith
Formation — COR Program in
OLV Marian Room

S:30PM -Pg 5

Mon. Sept. 22
Council Bus. Mtg - Office
6:30 PM - Pg 5

Wed. Sept. 24
Columbiette Mtg - OLV
Community Room

6:30 PM -Pg5

GK — Glenn Reid
716-830-3993

FS — John Radwan
716-675-1804

Insur. Agent — Mike
Gruszewski 716-579-4312

The Heart of our Mission
An Invitation to Join COR!

Blessed Michael J. McGivney founded the Knights of Columbus with a keen
understanding of every man’s call to holiness and a fatherly vocation. Cor (Latin
for “heart” continues this mission by centering men’s heart on Jesus so they can be
transformed by an authentic relationship with Him and each other. Everything
flows from the heart. If you get the heart right, you get the man right — a man of
faith who will courageously live out the mission God calls him to. Christ is the
heart of Cor. The three elements of Cor are prayer, formation and fraternity.

Why a Christ-centered brotherhood? In a world that often promotes isolation,
we can forget that God designed us for community. We are not meant to walk this
journey of faith alone. The bond of Christ-centered brotherhood helps men remain
focused on their mission to grow in holiness. It fosters a sense of duty to one
another, we are our brother’s keeper. We desire the good of our brothers as much
as our own, striving to support one another in becoming husbands, fathers and
saints that God calls us to be. As the center of our bond is the unifying source of
strength, purpose and direction.

You are Invited to Join COR!
Thursday, September 18" at 6:30 PM

The Knights of Columbus Father Baker Council #2243 is sponsoring and invitin
ALL men of our parish 18 years and older to join us for our first monthly COR
meeting in the Marian Room in the lower Basilica. The format will include light
refreshments, saying the rosary as a group, and an engaging discussion regarding
our personal faith in Christ. Consider taking the next important step in your journey
to becoming closer to Christ. Please consider joining COR.
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Financial Secretary Message

Council Summer Sweepstakes Raffle Winners — Sunday August 10, 2025

Winning Winning Winner Seller Seller

Ticket # Amount Name Incentive Name

243 $2,500 Robert McNiff $250 Robert V. Meegan
210 $1,500 Donald Thompson $150 Donald H. Thompson
114 $500 Tom Christiano $50 Donald H. Thompson
004 $100 Carol Mikolajek $10 Ray Checko Jr.

165 $100 Samuel Virgilio Jr. $10 John Radwan

703 $100 Roseann Frost $10 Guy Sanchez

498 $100 Jeff Walker $10 John Radwan

469 $100 Andy Thiel $10 Otto Johnson

NB — Only 145 out of 284 Council members purchased tickets & only 29 sold tickets to other purchasers.

\\\\\

Fr. Baker Council 2243 “Annual Picnic” on August 10, 2025 - We are happy to report that our
Council picnic was terrific. Many thanks to our volunteers: Glerm Reid, John & Barb Radwan, Bob
Meegan, Kevin & Mary Lou Gilbride, Donna Bohan, Sal & Sarah Howard, Neal Goldwater, Otto
Johnson, Columbiette Linda Smolen, and Past Grand Knight (PGK), Gene Mendrysa for handling the
reservations. Our reservations required 95 catered meals from Weidner’s BBQ Catering.

The BBQ ribs and chicken dinners, and side dishes were not only huge portions but delicious as well.
Dennis George the “Trivia Quiz Master” once again had teams of contestants going nonstop, and
awarding winning $10 gift cards from Tim Horton’s. And, congratulations to the winners of our 50/50
raffle, the Lottery Hat Raffle and our Summer Sweepstakes Raffle. Thank you to all who attended,
especially the OLV priests including Msgr. David LiPuma, Msgr. Paul Burkard, Rev. Robert Contarin and
our Council Chaplain Rev. Justin Steeg. It wouldn’t have been a success without all of your support.
Your support is very much appreciated.

Council #2243 Annual Summer Picnic at Our Lady of Bistrica - August 10, 2025
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Council #2243 Annual Summer Picnic at Our Lady of Bistrica - August 10, 2025
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Financial Secretary Message — cont.

September 2025 “Happy Birthday” Brothers

Best Birthday wishes to all Brother Knights who have birthdays in the month of September. Hope you
enjoy your day and may “God Bless You Always”!

Happy Birthday to: Nicholas A. Bartolotta, Andrew N. Bonay, Raymond Checko Jr., Arthur B. Chmura,
Neal J. Goldwater Jr., Joseph R. Grew, Thomas N. Herr, Joseph Lobosco, Dennis M. Long, Robin R.
Mach, Stephen A. Mandy, Norman R. Mendrysa, Sylvester J. Mesi, James J. O’Malley, William C.
O’Rourke, Thomas M. Peinkofer, Michael R. Ryan, Gaetano L. Solis-Sanchez, John M. Stoklosa Sr.,
Daniel K. Surdyke, Ronald J. Szematowicz, Thaddeus M. Tojek, Richard M. Trzyna, Richard R. Zambron
and Alan R. Zoyhofski.

Pray for the Sick

Please remember our ill Council and Columbiette members and family members in your prayers,
namely, Dave Schaefer, Fred Bradley, Jim Tojek, Don Thompson, Sal Howard, and Brian Gannon.
Also, please pray for John Sowinski’s wife, Elaine Sowinski.

Council #2243 Emailing List

Of the 284 members of Council #2243, only 187 are on our email list. That means that about 1/3 of
our membership (97) don’t hear the latest information about the Council or its individual members ahead
of our monthly newsletter. That’s disappointing. Members who would like to be added to our email list
should send their email addresses along with their names to knights2243@gmail.com. Members who
have changed email addresses, telephone numbers and or mailing addresses should also send their
updated information to knights2243 @gmail.com. Thank you.

Trivia Contest — August 2025

We are sorry to report that we did not have a winner in August trivia contest. The answer to the
question - What tennis score follows deuce? The correct answer is Advantage In, or Advantage Out,
depending if the Server wins the point or if the receiver wins the point.

Question — What is the driest place on earth? Remember, to email your answer to Gene Mendrysa at
gene.mendrysa@gmail.com The winner will receive a $10 gift card from Tim Horton’s. A reminder,
those who won in the last 90 days are ineligible. Good Luck!

Upcoming - November 2025 Daily Lottery Tickets

We will be having our next daily lottery number drawing in November. Tickets are $5 each and will
be available at the upcoming Senior Knights Social Club meeting on September 4™ and at the next
Council meeting on September 10", Tickets will also be mailed to members. You can also call John
Radwan at 716-675-1804. Daily ticket number winners will receive $25. Winners on All Saints Day
(11/1), Veterans Day (11/11) and Thanksgiving Day (11/27) each receive $100! The seller of the most
tickets will receive $50!

Council RSVP — Seminarian Support

GK Glenn Reid presented Seminarian Joseph Graham a Council check for $500 at the annual RSVP event
in East Aurora and will be mailing another check for $250 to Br. Paul Pierre Maturin residing at Saint
Anthony’s Oratory in Buffalo, NY.
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Announcement & Event Details

Thurs. Sept. 4 - Sr. Knights Meetings Resume — 1:30 PM

The Sr. Knights meetings will resume on Thursday, September 4, 2025 at 1:30 PM at the Matthew
Glab Post on Abbott Road. This is a terrific club! Simply contact Otto Johnson at (716) 998-4433 to join.

Sun. Sept. 7 — KofC Council & Doughnuts After 8 & 10 AM Masses at OLV Basilica

The next “Meet and Greet” will take place on Sunday, September 7, after the 8 AM and 10 AM
Masses at OLV Basilica in the Marian Room on the lower level. Come for Mass and stay for coffee,
juice and doughnuts afterwards. This event is sponsored by the generosity of the Fr. Baker Council #2243
of the Knights of Columbus and hosted by the Columbiettes. We will be using this time to inform
parishioners about the Knights and particularly, Fr. Baker Council and the Columbiettes. This is also
another opportunity to recruit new members. Brother Knights are encouraged to invite family, friends and
co-workers who may want to learn more on becoming a Knight, or a Columbiette.

Wed. August 10 — Regular Council Meeting - 7:00 PM

Our regular Council meeting will take place on Wednesday, September 10, 2025 at 7 PM sharp at our
COUNCIL OFFICE at 780 Ridge Road. The meeting will focus on the fraternal activities for the
upcoming fraternal. Brother Knights, it’s time to step-up and get involved with the direction and
future of your Council. Remember, this is your Council!

Thurs. Sept. 11 - KofC Color Corps of the 4™ Degree

The Color Corps of the 4™ Degree meets every second Thursday of each Month from 6 PM to 7:30
PM at the Fr. Justin Council in Cheektowaga. All 4" Degree members interested in joining the Color

Corps, are welcome to attend. Current Color Corps members should bring your beret, sword, social
baldric and white gloves.

Sat. Sept. 13 — WNY Chapter Meeting - 7:00 PM

The WBY Chapter meeting will take place on Saturday, September 13, 2025 at 7 PM sharp at a local
yet to be determined. Please see the fatherbakerkofc.com. for the latest details. The meeting will focus on
the fraternal and business activities for our fraternal year.

Mon. Sept. 18 — Evangelization & Faith Formation — COR Program — 5:30 PM

The Knights of Columbus Father Baker Council #2243 is sponsoring and inviting ALL men of our parish
18 years and older to join us for our first monthly COR meeting in the Marian Room in the lower Basilica.
The format will include light refreshments, saying the rosary as a group, and an engaging discussion regarding
our personal faith in Christ. Consider taking the next important step in your journey to becoming closer to
Christ. Please consider joining COR.

Mon. Sept. 22 — Council Business Meeting — 6:30 PM

Our Council business meeting will take place on Monday, September 22, 2025 at 6:30 PM at our
Council Office at 780 Ridge Road. The meeting will focus on financial planning and service programs.

Wed. Sept. 24 — Columbiettes Meeting — 6:30 PM

The Columbiette’s meeting will be held on Wednesday, September 24, 2025 at 6:30 PM at the OLV
Community Room in the basement of OLV Basilica. This meeting will focus on the programs and
activities scheduled for 2025 and 2026.
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Columbiettes Corner

The new fraternal year for the Father Baker Columbiettes has begun! The newly elected officers
(President Linda Smolen, Vice President Jackie Tyrpak, Secretary Debra Saletta, Treasurer Pat Jarosz,
Financial Secretary Paula Mascio and Sentinel Isabelle Welsh) were installed last month by District
Deputy Christa Stewart and received their jewels from Chaplain Monsignor David LiPuma.
Congratulations new officers.

Summer activities included the Columbiettes participating in the Father Baker Pennies to Heaven
Carnival and helping the KofC Wine Toss. They also joined the Knights at their Annual Family Picnic,
attended the Mass for KofC Founder Father Michael J. McGivney and celebrated deceased Columbiettes
member Marilyn Ponkoske at her Mass at the Basilica.

The Auxiliary is looking forward to our collaboration with the KofC during Doughnuts and
Discipleship; meeting new friends and hopefully recruiting new members. It’s a pleasure to be working
with the newly elected Grand Knight Glenn Reid and to share his vision of making the KofC/Columbietts
partnership even stronger!

Happy Fall to all our readers and as always, “GO BILLS!”

Columbiette Birthdays - Warmest birthday wishes go out to Tia Saunders (August 1, Paula
Mascio (August 7™") and Lauralee Ring (August 17™).

Blessings,
Linda Smolen, President

/ e

Linda Smolen selling Lottery Hat Tickets at the KofC New and Past Columbiettes Sharing Duties and Job
Annual Summer Picnic — August 10, 2025 Experiences — Summer 2025
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Columbiettes Installation of Officers — July 30, 2025

Columbiettes Attended Mass at Our Lady of Victory Basilica for Marilyn Pinkoske




