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Thurs. Sept. 5
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Sun. Sept. 8
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Wed. Sept. 11
Reg. Council Mtg at OFFICE
700 PM —Pg 5

Wed. Sept. 25
Columbiette’s Mtg at Glab
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6:30 PM -Pg 5

Fri. Sept. 27
WNY Chapter Mte & Officer

Training at St. Greg’s Council

6:30 PM -Pg 5

GK — Gene Mendrysa
716-634-8997

FS — John Radwan
T16-675-1804

Insur. Agent — Mike
Gruszewski 716-579-4312

Council Picnic “Awesome”!

We are happy to report that our Council picnic was a terrific success. Many
thanks to our volunteers, Bob Meegan, John & Barb Radwan, Bruce & Sue
Coleman Sr. & Olivia Coleman and grandson Max, Terry McCann, Don Thompson,
Dave & Cindy Schaefer, Kevin & Mary Lou Gilbride, Mike McKeating and Sal
Howard. Otto Johnson, Jim Maj and Marilyn Gallagher for bringing deserts, and
Gene Mendrysa for handling the reservations. Our turnout required 100 catered
meals from Weidners BBQ Catering. The BBQ ribs and chicken dinners and side
dishes were not only huge portions but delicious as well. Dennis George the “Trivia
Quiz Master” had the teams of contestants going nonstop, and winning $10 gift cards
from Tim Horton’s. And, congratulations to the winners of our 50/50 Raffle, the
Lottery Hat Raffle and the finale, our Summer Sweepstakes Raffle. Thank you to
all who attended, especially the OLV priests including Msgr. David LiPuma, Msgr.
Paul Burkard, Rev. Robert Contarin, Deacon Mark Bialkowski, Our Lady of Bistrica
Pastor, Fr. Chris Coric, Rev. Justin Steeg (currently studying Canon Law at Catholic
University in Washington DC, the Columbiettes and NYS Treasurer and Council
PGK (2X) John Sowinski Jr., all the Council members. It wouldn’t have been a

success without your suppnrt. It was our largest attended picnic in recent memory
and we look forward to planning next year’s event. The pictures below provide a
good snapshoot of our picnic. Congratulations, Great Job by All!
Our Lady of Victory, Pray for Us — Gene Mendrysa - GK
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Fr. Baker Council #2243 Annual Picnic 8/11/24
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Financial Secretary Message

Coneratulations:

Fr. Baker Council #2243 is proud to welcome our newest member, Patrick J. Gannon! Patrick is the
son of fellow member, Brian Gannon and nephew of Brendan Gannon!

Fr. Baker Council Summer Sweepstakes Raffle Winners

Thanks to all who supported our Couneil’s “Summer Sweepstakes™ raffle! Your generous giving

helps us to support the numerous charities that depend on our Council. Here is the list of winners for our
drawings. Congratulations to all!!

Neal Goldwater $2,500
Mark Morgan $1,500
Frank Matthews § 500
John Kutera $ 100
Robert Szezygiel $ 100
Thomas Herr $ 100
Brad Nutty § 100
William Conwall $. 100

Trivia Contest — September 2024

We are sorry to report that there were no winners to the August Trivia contest. The correct answer to
the question... Under the term of what Grand Knight was the Knights of Columbus Softball League
renamed the Jiggs Wright Memorial Softball League in honor of the years of dedication Jiggs put into his
Council’s athletic program?...is John F. Sowinski Jr.

(Juestion — What Grand Knight started the very successful Jackson Club raffle? Remember to email
your answer to Gene Mendrysa at gene.mendrvsa@gmail.com The winner will receive a $10 gift card
from Tim Horton’s. A reminder, those who won in the last 90 days are ineligible. Good Luck!

WNY Chapter Report Summary

The September WNY Chapter meeting will be held on September 27® at St. Gregory the Great
Council #14687 located at 200 Saint Gregory Court in Williamswville, New York 14221. The Chapter will
meet in the Gathering Room, opposite where the New York State Council training session will be held.
The start time of the Chapter meeting is 5 PM, instead of the usual 6:30 PM. Try to be there no later than
4:50 PM. The meeting will be short because of the scheduled training session which begins at 6:30 PM.
The NYS Coungil will host and serve the dinner served starting at 6:05 PM. The NYS Training session
will start at 6:30 PM and end at 9:30 PM. It is imperative that an officer in a Council, or anyone aspiring
to become an officer, receive this training. All Grand Knights should attend. If you plan on attending it is
imperative you contact Chapter President Paul Sawaya 716-401-4334, msawava(@vahoo.com; GK
Nicholas Gallegos 716-983-8461, neallegos(@nancogroup.com; or FN Kirk Stubbendeck 716-796-7335,
kestubbendeck(@iomail.com It is important to contact one of these individuals because a head count is
required for the dinner and seating arrangements. Your cooperation in this matter is most appreciated.
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C&B Books — Raffle tickets (4/per book) for the Charitable & Benevolent raffle sponsored by the NY
State Council of the KofC are available for purchase or to sell, by calling Gene Mendrysa (716) 634-8997.
Cost of each book of tickets 1s $12. Top prize 1s $25,0000, second place is $10,000, third place is $5,000
followed by 10 prizes of $1,000 each! The final drawing will take place on December 7, 2024. Also, ticket
stubs should be turned into Gene by September 18" to be eligible for the “Early Bird” drawing to take place
on September 28, 2024. Call asap, only a handful of tickets are available.

Color Core of the 4™ Degree - The Color Corps of the 4% Degree meets every second Thursday of
each month from 6 PM to 7:30 PM at the Fr. Justin Council in Cheektowaga. All 4® Degree members
interested in joining the Color Corps, are welcome to attend. Corps members should bring your beret,
sword, social baldric and white gloves. All Faithful Navigators and Color Corps Commanders should
attend and encourage other Brother Knights to attend as well.

September 2024 “Happy Birthday” Brothers

Best Birthday wishes to all Brother Knights who have birthdays in the month of September. Hope you
enjoy your day and may “God Bless You Always™

Happy Birthday to: Nicholas A. Bartolotta, Andrew N. Bonay, Raymond Checko Jr., Arthur B. Chmura,
Neal J. Goldwater Jr., Joseph R. Grew, Thomas N. Herr, Joseph Lobosco, Dennis M. Long, Samuel A.
Longo Jr., Robin R. Mach, Stephen A. Mandy, Louis C. Marcy, Norman R. Mendrysa, Sylvester J. Mesi,
James J. ’Malley, William C. O’Rourke, Thomas M. Peinkofer, Stanley F. Polonski, Michael R. Ryan,
Vincent J. Sorrentino, John M. Stoklosa Sr., Daniel K. Surdyke, Ronald J. Szematowicz, Thaddeus M.
Tojek, Richard M. Trzyna, Richard E. Zambron and Alan R. Zoyhofski.

Prav for the Deceased and the Sick

Deceased: Sad to report on the passing of Robert W. Hall on August 2°¢ at the age of 86. Bob wasa
Third Degree Knight and a member of the Knights of Columbus for 51 years.

In addition, Third Degree Knight, Robert “Rob™ L. Stoklosa passed away on August 8% at the age of 57
after a brief illness. Rob was a member of Fr. Baker Council #2243 and the Knights of Columbus for 27
years. He was also a former Recording Secretary of our Council.

Also, sad to report the passing of Columbiettes’ Marilyn Pinkoske, on Wednesday, August 23%. Marilyn
was a member of the Columbicttes for 3 years and served as the Sentinel for the first year of the
Columbiettes.

Sick: Please pray for the following: Norm & Paulette Mendrysa, Fred Bradley, Elaine Sowinski, Shirley
Cowan and Columbiettes’ President Linda Smolen and MaryAnne Jackson.

Announcement & Event Details

Thurs. Sept. 5§ — Sr. Knights Meeting — 1:30 PM

The Sr. Knights meeting will be held on September 5, 2024 at 1:30 PM at the Matthew (GGlab Post. All
Council #2243 Knights, age of 55 and older, are eligible and encouraged to join the Sr. Knights Social
Club. This is a terrific club! Simply contact Otto Johnson at (716) 998-4433 1o join. Prior fo the start of
the meeting, Dr. Stan Bukowski will make a very brief presentation on the upcoming NY'S proposition #1
that will be on the November election ballot.
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Announcement & Event Details - cont.

Sun. Sept 8 -KofC “Discipleship & Doughnuts” After 8 & 10 AM Mass at OLV Basilica

The next Coffee & Doughnuts, aka “Discipleship & Doughnuts™ will take place on Sunday, Sept &,
after the 8 & 10 AM Mass at OLV Basilica in the Marian Room on the lower level. Come for Mass and
stay for coffee, juice and doughnuts afterwards. This event is sponsored by the generosity of the Fr.
Baker Council #2243 of the Knights of Columbus and hosted by the Columbiettes. We will be using this
time to inform parishioners about the Knights and particularly, Fr. Baker Council and the Columbiettes.
This is also another opportunity to recruit new members. Brother Knights are encouraged to invite
family, friends and co-workers who may want to learn more on becoming a Knight, or a Columbiette.

Wed. Sept. 11 —Regular Council Meeting - 7:00 PM

Our regular Council meeting will take place on Wednesday, September 11, 2024 at 7 PM sharp at our
COUNCIL OFFICE at 780 Ridge Road. All Council members are invited and encouraged to attend these
meetings. Our focus will be on our 2024/2025 Faith-in-Action Programs and fraternal events. Please
consider getting involved with the direction and future of your Council. Your input is important.

Wed. Sept. 25 — Columbiette’s Regular Meeting — 6:30 PM

The Columbiette’s meeting will be held on September 25, 2024 at 6:30 PM at the OLV School
Cafeteria. This meeting will focus on the installation of officers and on the programs and activities for the
2024/2025 fraternal year. A summary of the items discussed will be included in our October Arma Dextra
newsletter. -

Fri. Sept. 27 — WNY Chapter/Conference Meeting — 6:30 PM

The September Chapter meeting will be held on September 27, 2024 at the St.Gregory the Great Council
on Maple Road. This meeting will also include training sessions for current and incoming council officers.

Columbiettes Corner

An Update from Linda —*“Happv & Sad”

“Happy” — That I was able to go to the picnic after recovering from my spinal cord injury. Happy that
several Columbiettes came to the picnic to enjoy the great food and the fun during the entertainment
emceed by Dennis George. Happy to see friends met last year and make new acquaintances this year.
Happy to spend time with our District Deputy, Christa Stewart and her husband Billy. We are so grateful
to her for coming from Rochester to join us.

“Sad” — That Columbiette Maryanne Jackson was not able to attend the picnic due to medical issues
which kept her in the Mercy Hospital for several days. She is home and recovering. Sad that Columbiette
Marilyn Pinkoske suffered a brain aneurysm and was taken from Mercy Hospital to Father Baker Manor
to be placed in Hospice Care where she passed away on Wednesday, August 21st. She was a very special
person, a wonderful mother, grandmother and a dear friend to all of us. Her love for OLV and her
dedication to whatever she was asked to do for the Columbiettes will never be forgotten. May Marilyn
rest in peace with the angels. We all love you! Submitted by Linda Smolen -- President
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Fr. Paul, Paula Mascio & Susan Zullich  Kathleen Rogers & Marilyn Pinkoske (deceased 8/21/24)
Celebrating a Correct Trivia Answer

(1-r) Susan Zullich, Sarah Howard, Linda Smolen, Isabelle Welsh and Paula Mascio
at the Knights of Columbus Summer Picnic — 8/11/24
Qur Lady of Bistrica Pavilion
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November Daily lotterv Number Drawing

Tickets are now on sale for $5 each. Daily number winners will receive $25. Winners of tickeis
drawn on November 1% (All Saints Day), November 11™ (Veterans Day) and November 28t
(Thanksgiving Day) cach will win $100. And the person who sells the most tickets will win $50! Do you
have favorite 3-digit numbers? Contact John Radwan at 716-675-1804 or knights2243(@email.com for
tickets to sell and buy. Proceeds will benefit the Councils Faith-in-Action Service Programs and the
operational needs of the Council.

KofC Fr. Baker Council #2243

November 2024 Daily Number Raffie
Daily Prize - $25.00
All 3aints Day 11/1- $100.00
Veterans Day 11/11 - $100.00
. Thanksgiving Day 11/28 - $100.00
Winning Ticket Determined by NYS Evening Daily #
$50.00 Incentive to the Top Seller of Tickets

Tickets Must be Received by 10/30/2024
DONATION $5.00

Winners Will be Paid by Check & Mailed 12/4/2024



