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2023 September Calendar
UPCOMING

KofC Charitable &
Benevolent (C&B) Tickets on
Sale — Only $12 per Booklet
Dec 2 — Grand Prize Drawing
Pg 4 for Details

Sat. Nov 4

Fr. Baker Annual Fall Meat
Raffle — Get Your Tickets to
This Very Popular Fundraiser
6:00 - 10:00 PM — Pg 4

Sun. Sept 3
Coffee & Donuts at OLV

Basilica after 8 & 10 AM
Masses — Pg 4

Thurs. Sept 7
Sr. Knights Mtg at Glab Post
1:30 PM - Pg 4

Fri. Sept 8
Nativity of the Blessed Virgin

Mary Feast Day Celebrating
Birth of the Mother of Jesus

Wed. Sept 13
Reg. Council Mtg at Glab Post

7:00 PM —-Pg 4

Wed. Sept 27
Columbiette’s Installation of

Officers at Matthew Glab Post
6:30 PM -Pg 4

Fri. Sept 29
WNY Chapter Mtg - TBD

GK — Mike McKeating
716-228-5129

¥S — John Radwan
716-675-1804

Insur. Agent — Mike
Gruszewski-716-579-4312

“Council Picnic Was a Huge Success!”

‘Dear Brother Knights,

We are happy to report that our Council picnic was a huge success, one of our
best in recent years. A larger than usual turnout enjoyed an excellent meal catered by
Weidner’s BBQ, a fun-filled trivia contest performed by the Quizmaster, Dennis
George and other activities, including Plinko, a 50/50 raffle and the ever popular
Lottery Hat drawing. We were very happy to have the Fr. Baker Council 2243
Columbiettes in attendance, including their President, Linda Smolen and the NYS
Columbiette’s Advocate Christa Stewart and her husband Bill, NYS Council
Advocate. Also in attendance was John Sowinski, former Council 2243 PGK and
currently the NYS Council Treasurer, the clergy, including Rev. Msgr. Paul Burkard,
Rev. Romulus Rosolowski, OFM Conv.(our Council Chaplain), Rev. Robert A.
Contarin, Rev. Justin Steeg, all enjoyed playing trivia and Fr. Christopher Coric,
OFM, Conv., our host and pastor from Our Lady of Bistrica. Other dignitaries
included Sam Longo (Council 2243 PGK) and his wife who drove up from Olean to
be with us. Many thanks to all the volunteers who made this picnic special, including
John & Barb Radwan, Dave & Cindy Schaefer, Bruce & Susan Coleman Sr., Max
Risinger, Tom & Judy Iwankow, Don Thompson, Mike McKeating & Gene
Mendrysa and all who volunteered to bring deserts. Great Job Guys & Gals!

“Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary”

The Catholic Church celebrates the birth of the Blessed Virgin Mary on its
traditional fixed date of September 8, nine months after the December 8 celebration
of her Immaculate Conception as the child of Saints Joachim and Anne.

Financial Secretary Message

Winners of the Council “Summer Sweepstakes” Raffle

The Fr. Baker Council Summer Sweepstakes Drawing was held at the our
annual picnic on August 13® at OQur Lady of Bistrica parish pavilion The
winners were:
$2,500 — Chuck Bridge
$1,500 — Charles Polancarz

$500 — Brian Buczynski

$100 — Greg Traves, Donna Bohan, David Parker & Don Potwora

e @ @ @

Congratulations to all the winners and Thank You to all ticket sellers and
purchasers for supporting the Fr. Baker Council and it’s charitable works.
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Financial Secretary Message - cont

Deceased Council Members

David Freitus, a Third Degree Fr. Baker Council member, passed away on August 3, 2023 at the age
of 36. David, son of fellow Council 2243 member Arthur and Elaine Freitus, was a member of the Knights
of Columbus for 18 years. Please remember the Freitus family in your thaughts and prayers.

Louise A. Marcy-Kopin, the sister of Fr. Baker Council member, Louis Marcy, passed away on

August 6, 2023, at the age of 82. Please remember the Marcy and Kopin families in your thoughts and
prayers.

Fred Pordum, a Third Degree and Honorary Life member, passed away on August 24, 2023 at the age
of 86. Fred was a member of the KofC for 56 years and was a great supporter of our Council’s fundraising
activities. Please remember the Pordum family in your thoughts and prayers.

Officer Position Vacancy — Warden

Any Third or Fourth Degree Council member in good standing, is eligible for the position. His duties
include: Supervise and maintain all council property, arranges the council chambers for meetings and

degree exemplifications, oversee the inside and outside guards and performs other such duties as directed
by the Grand Knight.

Council Support fot Seminarian — RSVP

The Council is continuing its financial support of a local seminarian. Seminarian Michael Liebert will
receive $500 toward his expenses this year. Michael is in his 2™ year of studies.

Trivia Contest — August 2023

Congratulations to our August Trivia contest winner, Jerry Sobaszek, who was fthe first to correctly
answer the question... How many World Series rings did Derek Jeter win? The correct answer was 5.
Jerry thanks for playing our Council trivia contest and hope you enjoy your $10 gift card from Tim
Horton’s. It appears that the trivia contest is becoming a popular newsletter article.

Question — Who was the Buffalo Bills first head coach? First correct answer received wins a $10 Tim
Horton’s gift card. Remember to email your answer to Gene Mendrysa at gene.mendrysa@gmail.com
Just a reminder, those who won in the last 90 days are ineligible. Good Luck to All!

NYS Council Knights of Columbus “Charitable & Benevolent” (C&B) Drawing

The New York State Council 2023 C&B raffle tickets are now on sale. The cost is only $12 for a
booklet of 4 tickets. The Grand Prize is $25,000, 224 Prize is $10,000, 3™ Prize is $5,000 and Ten $1,000
Prizes. The proceeds go to support the Knights of Columbus charitable programs such as Catholic High
School Scholarships, Special Olympics, Coats for Kids, Pro-Life Activities, Disaster Relief and local
council activities. For every booklet sold at $12 each, our Council retains $6, and $6 is submitted to the
NYS Council. Please contact Gene Mendrysa at (716) 634-8997 for tickets or additional information.
The Final Drawing is Saturday, December 2, 2023 and scheduled to be held at Villa Roma Resort in
Callicoon, New York.

Recall, a few years ago an indiviual from Arcade won 1% Prize of $25,000. You never know, you
could be a winner as well.
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September 2023 “Happy Birthday” Brothers

Best Birthday wishes to all Brother Knights who have birthdays in the month of September. Hope
you enjoy your day and may “God Bless You Always”!

Happy Birthday to: Nicholas A. Bartolotta, Andrew N. Bonay, Raymond Checko Jr., Arthur B. Chmura,
Edward C. Cosgrove, Neal J. Goldwater Jr., Joseph R. Grew, Thomas N. Herr, Joseph Lobosco, Dennis
M. Long, Samuel A. Longo Jr., Robin R. Mach, Stephen A. Mandy, Louis C. Marcy, Norman R.
Mendrysa, Sylvester J. Mesi, James J. O’Malley, William C. O’Rourke, Thomas M. Peinkofer, Stanley F.
Polonski, Rev. Romulus A. Rosolowski, Michael R. Ryan, Vincent J. Sorrentino, John M. Stoklosa Sr.,

Daniel K. Surdyke, Ronald J. Szematowicz, Thaddeus M. Tojek, Richard M. Trzyna, Richard E. Zambron
and Alan R. Zoyhofski.

Announcement & Event Details

Sun. September 3 — Coffee & Donuts Resumes at OLV Basilica

Our Council will once again be sponsoring coffee & donuts after the 8§ & 10 AM Masses on the first
Sunday of every other month beginning on Sunday, September 3. followed by November 5™, etc. Our
Council will also be alongside the Columbiettes and will take this opportunity to recruit members for both
organizations. Anyone interested in helping, contact Gene Mendrysa at (716) 634-8997.

Thurs. September 7 — Sr. Knichts Meeting

The Sr. Knights meetings resume on September 7, 2023 at 1:30 PM at the Matthew Glab Post. All
Council #2243 Knights, age 55 and over, are eligible and encouraged to join the Sr. Knights Social Club.
This is a terrific club! Simple contact Otto Johnson at (716) 998-4433 to join.

Wed. September 13 -- Regular Council Meeting 7:00 PM

Our regular Council meeting will be held on September 13, 2023 at 7 PM at the Matthew Glab Post.
All Council members are invited and encouraged to attend these meetings. Our focus will be on our

upcoming Nov. 4, 2023 Meat Raffle and fraternal year event planning. Get involved and provide input into
the direction for your Council.

Wed. September 27 — Columbiette’s Regular Meeting — 6:30 PM

The Columbiette’s meeting will be held on September 27, 2023 at 6:30 PM at the Matthew Glab Post. A
summary of the items discussed will presented to our membership at our next regular Council meeting.
Congratulations to all Columbiette Officers installed at the August 30, 2023 Installation Ceremony.

Fri. Sentember 29 — WNY Chapter/Conference Meeting 6:30 PM

The next WNY Chapter meeting will be held at St. Pius X. at 1700 N. French Rd. in Getzville, 14068.

UPCOMING — NQOV. 4 COUNCIL MEAT RAFFLE 6:00 PM, 1° SPIN AT 7:00 PM

Our Council meat raffle will take place on November 4 th at the Glab Post at 6:00 PM. Fellow
Council member Mike Magerum will provide the musical entertainment. There will be 50/50, door prizes
and basket raffles. Draft beer and soda pop will be provided. Get your ticket early, this is a very popular
event. Bring your $1 bills and snacks. More details to follow. Please send updated email addresses to
knights2243@gmail.com



Saturday, November 4, 2023

Proceeds to Benefit r
Special Olympics of NY

Sponsored by:
Fr. Baker Council #2243 of the Knights of Columbus

70 be held at:
Matthew Glab Post #1477 of the American Legion

1965 Abbott Road, Lackawanna, NY
(wheelchair accessible)
Doors Open at 6:00 PM — First Spin at 7:00 PM
Turkeys, Ribs, Steaks, Hams & More!!!

Includes Draft i3eei:, Soda Pop; Wine and Door Prizes!!
(cash bar also available)

50/50 and Other Raffle Drawings!
Music by “Nickel City Road Show”

Bring Your Own Snacks and $1 bills
Adults Only ~ No Outside Alcohol Allowed

Pre-sale Tickets $13.00/pp or 8 tix for $96; $15.00/pp at the Door

Pre-sale tickets available at Matthew Glab Post #1477
(see the friendly bartender 2PM-8PM)

Tickets also available by calling:
Gene at (716) 207-9036 ~ John at *82-716-675-1804



