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2025 October Calendar
UPCOMING

Thurs. Nov. 6

Council #2243 Memorial Mass

At OLV Basilica,
6:00 PM -Pg 4

Nov. 1 thru 30"

Fr. Baker Council November

Daily Number Raffle, Buy

Tickets Now, Only 85 ea - Pg 4

Thurs. Oct. 2

Sr. Knights Mtg at Glab Post

1:30 PM - Pg 3
Wed. Oct. 8

Regular Council Mtg - Office

6:30 PM — Pg 3

Thurs. Oct. 9
Color Core Training at
Fr. Justin Council

2735 Union Rd. Cheektowaga

6:00—-7:25 PM -Pg3

Sun. Oct. 12
Donuts & Discipleship

After 8 & 10 AM OLV Mass

In Marian Room - Pg 3

Sat. Oct. 23

Council COR Program in
OLYV Community Room
6:30 PM —-Pg 3

Mon. Oct. 27
Council Bus. Mtg - Office
6:30 PM —Pg 4

Wed. Oct. 29
Columbiette Mtg - OLV
Community Room

6:30 PM - Pg 4

GK — Glenn Reid
716-830-3993

FS — John Radwan
716-675-1804

Insur. Agent — Mike Gruszewski

716-579-4312

OLV Charities “Victory Nite”
September 17, 2025/

Our Council is happy to report that we were able to support OLV Charities by
purchasing a Ruby Sponsorship to the Victory Nite Gala. As you know, Victory
Nite is an important fundraiser for OLV Charities and OLV Human Services. This
allows them to continue Father Nelson Baker’s extraordinary legacy of compassion,
providing vital services to over 12,000 children, adults and families in need each
year. Consistent with the mission of the Knights of Columbus, we are able to help
many lives in our community, offering hope and support to those who need it most.

This year was particularly special because many of us know this years’ honoree
of the Father Baker Legacy Award, namely Liz & Ron “Jaws” Jaworski. The Father
Baker Legacy Award honors those who, through volunteerism and extensive service,

have made a lasting legacy on those in their community and beyond; just as Father
Baker did in his lifetime.

Lackawanna natives, Liz and Ron Jaworski have dedicated their lives to giving
back to youth through the “JAWS Youth Playbook”, a nonprofit focused on improv-
ing the health and wellness of at-risk youth. Ron, former quarterback for the Phila-
delphia Eagles and national sportscaster, and his wife Liz, have positively impacted
thousands of children, in the Greater Philadelphia region through initiatives that
promote nutrition, physical activity, and access to safe play spaces. Their leadership
and compassion reflect a deep commitment to building stronger, healthier communi-
ties for future generations.

Liz & Ron’s commitment to children in need through their work with the
Youth Playbook, truly mirrors the spirit and values of Venerable Nelson Baker.

Our Council also congratulates Nola Marrero who received the Father Baker
Youth Service Award. Nola Marrero, a senior at Mount Mercy Academy, is a
dynamic student leader with a passion for service. She has raised funds for school
uniforms, collected pajamas for children in Columbia, supported SABAH’s mission
for students with disabilities, and actively participates in more than a dozen school
clubs while organizing events that foster inclusion and service.

Our Council also congratulates Amy J. Habib who received the Father Baker
Legacy Award. Amy J. Habib is a devoted community leader and philanthropist
who has supported countless cultural, medical and social service organizations
throughout WNY with her very generous gifts of time, talent and treasure. She leads
by example, promoting worthwhile causes and institutions that improve the quality
of life for our citizens and community. She and her family’s commitment to the im-
portance and support of education at every level benefited numerous schools, includ-
ing Nativity Miguel, Buffalo Diocesan Schools, Elmwood Franklin, Nichols and
Canisius University and John Carroll University.
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Financial Secretary Message

Funeral Mass

The funeral Mass for Anthony J. Saletta, father of our Treasurer, Anthony Saletta, will be held on
Saturday, October 4, 2025 at 10 AM at Blessed Sacrament RC Church located at 1029 Delaware
Avenue, Buffalo, NY 14209.

Pray for the Sick

Please remember our ill Council and Columbiette members and family members in your prayers,
namely, Dave Schaefer, Fred Bradley, Jim Tojek, Don Thompson, Sal Howard, and Brian Gannon.
Also, please pray for John Sowinski’s wife, Elaine Sowinski.

Trivia Contest — September 2025

We are sorry to report that we did not have a winner in September trivia contest. The answer to the
question — What is the driest place on earth? The correct answer is the McMurdo Dry Valleys in
Antarctica. It is the driest and coldest desert in the world. The dryness is caused by high-speed katabatic
winds that sweep through the valleys, evaporating any moisture, and a lack of snow and ice cover, making
them an important terrestrial area similar to the planet Mars.

Question — What is the snowiest place in the United States? Remember, to email your answer to Gene

Mendrysa at gene.mendrysa@gmail.com The winner will receive a $10 gift card from Tim Horton’s. A
reminder, those who won in the last 90 days are ineligible. Good Luck!

Upcoming - November 2025 Daily Lottery Tickets

We will be having our next daily lottery number drawing in November. Tickets are $5 each and will
be available at the upcoming Senior Knights Social Club meeting on October 2™ and at the next Council
meeting on October 8. Tickets will also be mailed to members. You can also call John Radwan at 716-
675-1804. Daily ticket number winners will receive $25. Winners on All Saints Day (11/1), Veterans
Day (11/11) and Thanksgiving Day (11/27) each receive $100! The seller of the most tickets will receive
$50!

Council RSVP — Seminarian Support

The Refund Support Vocations Program (RSVP) through Knights of Columbus Supreme HQ is a
program that all Councils and Assemblies should participate in. We are very happy to repott that 28 of
our Councils or Assemblies have indicated that they want to support our Seminarians and Religious
Aspirants with RSVP funds and prayer & support. This year's support from our WNY Chapter Councils
and Assemblies has been outstanding and broke the record of total amount contributed by our Councils
and Assemblies through the RSVP Program thereby allowing us to support our Seminarians and Religious
Aspirants with more funds than ever before! A special shout out to St Vincent de Paul Council #17883
who is the top donor to RSVP with $6,000! 23 Councils or Assemblies have committed and been
provided with addresses to send the Seminarian or Religious Aspirant they are sponsoring their checks. I
am still waiting on 5 Councils or Assemblies to confirm with me they will be sending their checks.

Photos of our Seminarians for the Diocese of Buffalo with a short bio can be found
at: https://www.buffalovocations.org/seminary/meet-our-seminarians/
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Financial Secretary Message — cont.

October 2025 “Happy Birthday” Brothers

Best Birthday wishes to all Brother Knights who have birthdays in the month of October. Hope you
enjoy your day and may “God Bless You Always”!

Happy Birthday to: David C. Brucz, Christopher C. Buchnowski, Gabriel F. Chiappetta, Arthur W.
Freitus, Timothy M. Garey, William A. Godios Jr., Clarence R. Grande, James F. Hens, John S.
Kwasnieswski Jr., Andrew J. Madeja, Terrence W. McCann, Robert V. Meegan, Bradley W. Nutty,
Michael J. Poch, Edward V. Sabuda, Ronald W. Samson, Daniel J. Sheenan, John F. Sowinski Jr., Jason
J. Surdyke, Kenneth J. Tomaka, Ronald J. Tyrpak, Michael C. Waltz and Charles E. Wenzel.

Announcement & Event Details

Thurs. Oct. 2 - Sr. Knights Meeting — 1:30 PM

The Sr. Knights meeting will be held on Thursday, October 2, 2025 at 1:30 PM at the Matthew
Glab Post on Abbott Road. This is a terrific club! Simply contact Otto Johnson at (716) 998-4433 to join.

Wed. Oct. 8 — Regular Council Meeting — 6:30 PM (Please note the new start time)

Our regular Council meeting will take place on Wednesday, October 8, 2025 at 6:30 PM sharp at our
COUNCIL OFFICE at 780 Ridge Road. The meeting will focus on the fraternal activities for the
upcoming fraternal. Brother Knights, it’s time to step-up and get involved with the direction and
future of your Council. Remember, this is your Council!

Thurs. Oct. 9 - KofC Color Core of the 4" Degree

The Color Corps of the 4™ Degree meets every second Thursday of each Month from 6 PM to 7:30
PM at the Fr. Justin Council in Cheektowaga. All 4" Degree members interested in joining the Color
Corps, are welcome to attend. Current Color Corps members should bring your beret, sword, social
baldric and white gloves.

Sun. Oct. 12 — “Doughnuts & Discipleship” After 8 & 10 AM Masses at OLV Basilica

The next “Meet and Greet” will take place on Sunday, October 12, after the 8 AM and 10 AM
Masses at OLV Basilica in the Marian Room on the lower level. Come for Mass and stay for coffee,
juice and doughnuts afterwards. This event is sponsored by the generosity of the Fr. Baker Council #2243
of the Knights of Columbus and hosted by the Columbiettes. We will be using this time to inform
parishioners about the Knights and particularly, Fr. Baker Council and the Columbiettes. This is also
another opportunity to recruit new members. Brother Knights are encouraged to invite family, friends and
co-workers who may want to learn more on becoming a Knight, or a Columbiette.

Thurs. Oct. 23 — Evangelization & Faith Formation — COR Program — 6:30 PM

The Knights of Columbus Father Baker Council #2243 is sponsoring and inviting ALL men of our parish
18 years and older to join us for our monthly COR meeting in the Community Room in the lower Basilica.
The format will include light refreshments, saying the rosary as a group, and an engaging discussion regarding
our personal faith in Christ. Consider taking the next important step in your journey to becoming closer to
Christ. Please consider joining COR.
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Announcement & Event Details - cont

Mon. Oct. 27 — Council Business Meeting — 6:30 PM

Our Council business meeting will take place on Monday, October 27, 2025 at 6:30 PM at our
Council Office at 780 Ridge Road. The meeting will focus on financial planning and service programs.

Wed. Oct. 29 — Columbiettes Meeting — 6:30 PM

The Columbiette’s meeting will be held on Wednesday, September 24, 2025 at 6:30 PM at the OLV
Community Reom in the basement of OLV Basilica. This meeting will focus or: the programs and
activities scheduled for 2025 and 2026.

TTNRAATATM T AT O
UPLOMING BEVENTS

Thurs. Nov. 6 — Council 2243 Memorial Mass — 6:00 PM

This year’s Memorial Mass will take place on Thursday, Nevember 6, 2025 at 6:00 PM at OLV
Basilica. Msgr. David LiPuma will be the celebrant. All members are invited to attend.

Sat. Nov. 8 — WNY Chapter Meeting & Rosary Memorial - 8:30 AM

The WNY Chapter meeting will take place on Saturday, November 8, 2025 at 7 PM sharp at the
OLV Charities Building at 780 Ridge Road in Lackawanna, N'Y. The meeting will focus on the Chapters’
fraternal and business activities. It will also include their Rosary Memorial service, praying for their
deceased members of the past year, as well as the deceased members of the Columbiettes Auxiliary.




KofC COUNCIL #2243
SENIOR KNIGHTS SOCIAL CLUB
CHRISTMAS PARTY!

WHO IS INVITED? Members of the Senior Knights Social Club & their dates

COST? $30.00 per person (make checks payable to: Council #2243 Senior Knights)

WHEN? Saturday, December 6, 2025
(open bar cocktails begin at 6 PM; dinner at 7 PM)

Dinner catered by “An Enchanted Taste” (same as last year)

WHERE?P The Matthew Glab American Legion Post (1965 Abbott Rd.,
Lackawanna)

Music by 7The Kipler Brothers
1here will be door prizes and a 50/50 drawing!

For information or to send your payment, contact:
Kevin Gilbride 4883 Clark St., Hamburg, NY 14075 (716-675-7972)
Gene O’Rourke 1291 McKinley Pkwy., Lackawanna, NY 14218 (716-860-1090)
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Columbiettes Corner

Let’s All “Fall” into a New Season

A Season of Change
The air turns crisp, the skies grow clear.
A time for learning, a brand new year.
Like falling leaves, we find our pace.
And grow in strength with every grace,
Author Unknown

Just as seasons change, so do the Columbiettes. We are looking at the fraternal year with new ideas, ne
activities and plenty of membership involvement throughout the year.

A committee was formed to discuss and develop a “proposed” calendar for 2025-2026. Committee
members Jackie Tyrpak, Debra Saletta, Pat Jarosz and Linda Smolen met to put together a calendar that
would include members suggestions and projects from the past that were successful.

Input from the members is a critical step in creating a comprehensive plan. Members input increases
engagement and lets them know that they are valued. It is our Auxiliarys’ hope, that new ideas will
attract new members. Recruiting new members is always a priority and we encourage ladies to come and
learn about the Columbiettes. Our monthly meetings incorporate spirituality, engagement with activities
and camaraderie.

“The secret of change is to focus all of your energy not in Jighting the old, but on building the new.”

Socrates

Columbiette Birthdays - September birtnday Wishes for a blessed new year to Isabelle Welsh, Debra
Saletta, Melanie and Peggy Canfield.

Submitted Linda
Smolen, President



