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Knights of Columbus of WNY
Wins 2024 “Cure d’Ars Award”!

We are happy to report that the Knights of Columbus of Western New York
will be an honoree of the 2024 Cure d’Ars Award on Wednesday, October 9,
2024 at Salvatore’s Hospitality, in Depew. Father Richard W. Siepka will also
be honored. NYS Treasurer, Fr. Baker Council PGK and current Trustee, John
Sowinski Jr. will accept this award on behalf of the WNY Chapter. Grand
Knight, Gene Mendrysa, will represent the Fr. Baker Couneil at this event.

The Cure d’ Ars Award honors those whose lives reflect the qualities of
Christian dedication and service that marked the life of St. John Vianney. The
award is presented to individuals and organizations who are committed to healing
those in need of God’s reconciling love, willingness to contribute their gifts
towards pastoral care, especially for the needy and poor, and a commitment to
our Church as a primary instrument for the divine-human encounter. The diocese
of Buffalo is pleased to announce this year’s honorees.

OLV Victory Nite, a gala and major fundraiser, was held on September 26*
at the Atrium at Rich’s, in Buffalo. This event was hosted by OLV Charities and
presented by the Friends of Father Baker. This event is for the benefit of OLV
Human Services and OLYV Charities, continuing Father Baker’s legacy of caring.

Two Father Baker Legacy Awards were presented, one to Jerry Sheldon,
founding member and President of the Buffalo chapter of Sleep in Heavenly Peace
(SHP), a volunteer-based nonprofit whose sole purpose is to build and deliver beds
and bunk beds to children in need. In an effort to ensure no child sleeps on the
floor, Jerry co-founded the local chapter of Sleep in Heavenly Peace, nearly four
years ago, to address a critical need for children in the city of Buffalo. The second
award went to Rev. James E. Giles, who has been a peacemaker and community
leader in Buffalo for 49 vears. In 1994, Pastor Giles founded Back-to-Basics
Outreach Ministries, designed to address the problems of addiction and the resulting
issues. In 2004, he helped build the Stop the Violence Coalition with goal to
develop strategies to resolve gang conflicts. In 2007, he helped establish the
Buffalo Peacemakers, which today includes over 50 individuals who mentor and
redirect youth to healthy lifestyles. The Father Baker Legacy Award honors those
who, through volunteerism and extensive service, have made a lasting legacy to
those in their community and beyond; just as our founder, Nelson Baker, did in his
Iifetime. Congratulations to Jerry Sheldon and Rev. James E. Giles for your
commitment to serving those in need, the vulnerable, offering hope, advocating for
change that has left an indelible mark on countless lives in our community and
beyond. John Sowinsk: Jr., and Gene Mendrysa represented Fr. Baker Council at
this event.

Our Lady of Victory, Pray for Us — Gene Mendrysa - GK
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Financial Secretary Message
Welcome:

Fr. Baker Council #2243 is happy to welcome Joseph Long who has reactivated his membership in
our Council. Good to have you back, Joe!

Fr. Baker Council November Lotterv Number Dailv Raffle

There are only 4 weeks left to buy your $5 lottery number tickets! Your support of our KofC
Council’s lottery number drawings is critical to the success of the Council’s ability to financially support
local area children and agencies who help those in need. Winning numbers are based on the NYS 3-digit
daily evening number.

Do you have favorite 3-digit numbers? Request them by calling John Radwan at *82-716-675-1804
(or email us at knights2243@\omail.com, to request tickets to buy or sell). NOTE: Because tickets are

sold daily, specific numbers requested may not be available so have alternative numbers ready, just in
case.

Completed ticket stubs & money must be RECEIVED at the Council’s office, no later than
Wednesday, October 30. Make checks out to Father Baker Council #2243.

Mail ticket requests and money for tickets in advance to:

Fr. Baker Council #2243
Knights of Columbus
780 Ridge Rd., Suite 205
Lackawanna, NY 14218

Thank you for your support!

Fr. Baker Council #2243 Memorial Mass — November 7, 2024 — 7:00 PM

On Thursday, November 7th, Fr. Baker Knights of Columbus will be hosting their annual Memorial
Mass honoring the deceased (October 31, 2023 to November 1, 2024) members of the Council, and the
Auxiliary, Columbiettes. We are privileged to have our Council’s Brother Knight, Msgr. David LiPuma
celebrating this beautiful ceremony. All family, council members and friends are cordially invited to
attend this remembrance. Beverages and a light buffet will be served immediately following the Mass
downstairs in the Basilica. This Memorial Mass has been a tradition at Fr. Baker Council for many, many
years. Itis very gratifying when family, friends and Council members come together to pay homage to
their recently departed.

This Year’s Honorees include:

A. Terrance Campbell - 11/6/23 Raymond W. Szpara — 11/24/23
Daniel W. Fehmer - 1/3/24 Edward C. Cosgrove — 7/4/24
Robert W. Hall — 8/2/24 Robert L.. Stoklosa — 8/8/24
Marilyn Pinkowske — 8/21/24 Mark I..Balen — 8/25/24

John F. O'Mara - 9/21/24
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Financial Secretary Message — cont.

Trivia Contest — OQetober 2024

We are sorry to report that there were no winners to the September Trivia contest. The correct answer
to the question... What Grand Knight started the very successful Jackson Club raffle? The correct answer
to this question 1s Don Knott.

Question — Turning to science...Who was the designer of the first hvdrogen bomb referred to as “The
Sausage”? Remember to email your answer to Gene Mendrysa at gene.mendrysa@gmail.com The
winner will receive a $10 gift card from Tim Horton’s. A reminder, those who won in the last 90 days are
ineligible. Good Luck!

WNY Chapter Report Summary

This is a reminder that the New York State Pilgnmage at Our Lady of Fatima Shrine will be held on
Saturday, October 19, 2024. Mass will start at 11:30 AM followed by a Rosary Walk and Benediction.
Food and refreshments will follow in the Fatima Shrine Cafeteria. All Knights, family and clergy are
invited. The Main Celebrant will be Most Reverend Michael W. Fisher, Bishop of the Diocese of
Buffalo. The Color Corps is requested to arrive at Fatima Hall by 10:45 AM. In order to ensure we have
enough food and refreshments, please reply to Tom Castle by email at tecusaS6(@'gmail.com or text at
716-982-9709 no later than Wednesday, October 9, 2024. Please let Tom know how many in vour party
will be attending. Let’s have a great turnout to support our Bishop. Your cooperation is most appreciated.

There will be no WNY Chapter meeting in October.

C&B Books  Raflle tickets (4/per book) for the Charitable & Benevolent raffle sponsored by the NY
State Council of the KofC are available for purchase or to sell, by calling Gene Mendrysa (716) 634-8997.
Cost of each book of tickets is $12. Top prize is $25,0000, second place is $10,000, third place is $5,000
followed by 10 prizes of $1,000 each! The final drawing will take place on December 7, 2024. Call asap,
only a handful of tickets are available.

Color Corps of the 4™ Degree — Msgr. Toomey Assembly of the 4% Degree is looking for new
members to join their Color Corps. Their current roster is being depleted due to some members being “up
in age™ and unable to volunteer 1o serve any longer, while others have passed away. Any Council #2243
member who has attained the 4 Degree is eligible to join the Color Corps. Contact Paul Sawaya at 716-
401-4334 for further information.

The Color Corps of the 4™ Degree meets every second Thursday of each month from 6 PM to 7:30
PM at the Fr. Justin Council in Cheektowaga. All 4% Degree members interested in joining the Color
Corps, are welcome to attend. Corps members should bring your beret, sword, social baldric and white

gloves. All Faithful Navigators and Color Corps Commanders should attend and encourage other
Brother Knights to attend as well.

Looking For Member Feedback

Looking back in time our Council had lots of fraternal events, including St. Patrick’s Day party,
Christmas party, Easter egg hunts, Nationality nites, Miss Buffalo boat rides, casino excursions, Vegas
nites, May Day crownings, Chalice nites, Priests/Nuns nite, Family Communion breakfasts, bowling, golf,
sofiball, sporting excursions, eic. - just to name a few from yesteryear.

What events would you like to see the Council hold? We’re looking to start anew. Just email your
mput to Gene, at gene. mendrysa (@gmail.com  We welcome your input.
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TT st e

October 2024 “Happyv Birthday” Brothers

Best Birthday wishes to all Brother Knights who have birthdays in the month of October. Hope you
enjoy your day and may “(God Bless You Always™!

Happy Birthday to: David C. Brucz, Christopher C. Buchnowski, Gabriel F. Chiappetta, Arthur W,
Freitus, Timothy M. Garey, William A. Godios Jr., Clarence R. Grande, James F. Hens, John S.
Kwasniewski Jr., Andrew J. Madeja, Terrence W. McCann, Michael P. McKeating, Robert V. Meegan,
Bradley W. Nutty, Michael J. Poch, Edward V. Sabuda, Ronald W. Samson, Daniel J. Shechan, Gerald F.
Sobaszek, John F. Sowinski Jr., Jason J. Surdyke, Kenneth J. Tomaka, Michael C. Waltz and Charles E.
Wenzel.

Prav for the Deceased and the Sick

Deceased: Sad to report on the passing of Mark L. Balen on August 25th at the age of 89. Mark was a
Third Degree Knight & Honorary member of the Knights of Columbus for 66 years. Mark continuously
supported our Council’s charitable fundraising efforts. Mark was also the former mayor of the city of
Lackawanna.

Fr. Baker Council #2243 member John F. O*Mara, Jr., age 76, passed away on September 215, John was
a Third Degree Kmght of Council #2243 member & a Fourth Degree member of the Msgr. Toomey
Assembly. John was a KofC brother for 53 years.

Sick: Please pray for the following: Norm & Paulette Mendrysa, Fred Bradley, Elaine Sowinski, Shirley
Cowan and Columbiettes” President Linda Smolen and member Mary Anne Jackson.

Announcement & Event Details

Thurs. Oct 3 — Sr. Knights Meeting — 1:30 PV

The Sr. Knights meeting will be held on October 3, 2024 at 1:30 PM at the Matthew Glab Post. All
Council #2243 Knights, age of 55 and older, are eligible and encouraged to join the Sr. Knights Social
Club. This is a terrific club! Simply contact Otto Johnson at (716) 998-4433 to join. The annual Senior’s
Christmas Party will be a topic of discussion. More information will be provided in the November issue of
the Arma Dextra.

Sun. Oct 6 -KofC “Discipleship & Doughnuts™ After 8 & 10 AM Mass at OLV Basilica

The next Coffee & Doughnuts, aka “Discipleship & Doughnuts™ will take place on Sunday, Oct 6,
after the § & 10 AM Mass at OLV Basilica in the Marian Room on the lower level. Come for Mass and
stay for free coffee, juice and doughnuts afterwards. This event is sponsored by the generosity of the Fr.
Baker Council #2243 of the Knights of Columbus and hosted by the Columbiettes. We will be using this
time to inform parishioners about the Knights and particularly, Fr. Baker Council and the Columbiettes.
This is also another opportunity to recruit new members. Brother Knights are encouraged to invite
farnily, friends and co-workers who may want to learn more on becoming a Knight, or a Columbigette.
Members wishing to volunteer for an hour should contact our Grand Knight, Gene Mendrysa at 716-207-
9036.
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Announcement & Event Details - cont

Wed. Oct 9 Regular Council Meeting - 7:00 PM

Our regular Council meeting will take place on Wednesday, October 9, 2024 at 7 PM sharp at our
COUNCIL OFFICE at 780 Ridge Road. All Council members are invited and encouraged to attend these
meetings. Our focus will be on planning fraternal events. Please consider getting involved with the
direction and future of your Council. Your input is important.

Sat. Oct 19 — NYS Pilgrimage at Our Lady of Fatima Shrine - 11:30 AM

This is a reminder that the New York State Pilgrimage at Our Lady of Fatima will be held on Saturday,
October 19, 2024. Mass will start at 11:30 AM followed by a Rosary Walk and Benediction. Food and
refreshments will follow in the Fatima Shrine Cafeteria. All Knights, family and Clergy are invited. The
Main Celebrant will be Most Reverend Michael W. Fisher, Bishop of the Diocese of Buffalo

Wed. Oc. 30 — Columbiette’s Regular Meeting -~ 6:30 PM

The Columbiette’s meeting will be held on October 25, 2024 at 6:30 PM at the OLV Chapel. This
meeting will focus on the programs and activities for the 2024/2025 fraternal year. A summary of the items
discussed will be included in our November Arma Dextra newsletter.

Columbiettes Corner

“Happy Fall”

“Happy Fall”  What happened to the summer of 20247 The Columbiettes are back in action planning
activities for this fall and the upcoming year. First though, let’s congratulate the new Columbiette officers
for 2024-2025. The following ladies were sworn in by Christa Stewart, District Deputy, with assistance
from Gene Mendrysa, KofC Council #2243 Grand Knight, on Wednesday, September 25 at our monthly
meeting:

Linda Smolen  President Kathleen Rogers — Vice President
Jackie Tvrpak  Secretary Paula Mascio — Financial Secretary
Susan Zullich — Treasurer [sabelle Welsh — Sentinel

(7ood luck in our positions as Columbiette Officers. May God watch over us and provide us with
guidance, direction and love we need to lead our Auxiliary.

Looking over our calendar, our activities include another NYS 3-Digit Lottery Drawing, working with
our Brother Knights on the Coats for Kids Project, organizing the Christmas gift collections for the nuns
and priests m our community and other great projects in the new year.

Happv Birthday Columbiettes

Happy belated September Birthday to Isabelle Welsh and Peggy Canfield, and happy October
Birthday to JoAnn Zurek. Hope your birthdays were wonderful and “May God Bless You Always™.

The next Columbiette meeting will take place on Wednesday, October 30% in the OLV Chapel. New
members are welcome and are invited to contact President Linda Smolen at (716)418-3542 for
information regarding becoming a Columbiette.

Submitted by Linda Smolen — President



Page 6 of 6 Knights of Columbus, Fr. Baker Council #2243

Columbiettes Corner — cont.

(I-r) Linda Smolen, Kathleen Rogers, Jackie Tyrpak, Paula Mascio, Susan Zullich, [sabelle Welsh &
(Cathy Spina (Columbiette Guide leading the procession of officers prior to the installation)
(Columbiettes Installation of Officers - September 25, 2024




