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2025 November Calendar

Sat. Nov 1
All Saints Day

Thurs. Nov. 6
Sr. Knights Mtg at Glab Post
1:30 PM - Pg 4

Thurs. Nov. 6

Council #2243 Memorial Mass

At OLV Basilica
6:00 PM —-Pg 4

Sat. Nov. 8
WNY Chapter Mtg at OLV

Charities Conference Room
8:30 AM - Pg 4

Sun. Nov. 9

Donuts & Discipleship
After 8 & 10 AM OLV Mass
In Marian Room — Pg 4

Wed. Nov. 12
Regular Council Mtg - Office
6:30 PM - Pg 4

Wed. Nov. 19
Columbiette Mtg - OLV

Community Room
6:30 PM - Pg 5

Thurs. Nov. 20

Council COR Program in
OLV Community Room
6:30 PM —-Pg 5

Mon. Nov. 24
Council Bus. Mtg - Office
6:30 PM — Pg

Thurs. Nov. 27
Happy Thanksgiving

GK — Glenn Reid

716-830-3993

FS — John Radwan
716-675-1804

Insur. Agent — Mike Gruszewski
T16-579-4312

“A Thanksgiving Prayer”

Good and gracious God, we come before You today united with all who
give You thanks and praise. Fill us with gratitude for Your many blessings,
both physical and spiritual.

We thank You in particular this day for the gifts of food and family. Bless
this food, Lord, that it may nourish our bodies. Bless our family, especially
those who can’t be with us today. Also today, we remember those of our family
who have gone to be with You.

Grant us Your blessings and help us pray daily for the grace to serve You in
response to Your bountiful gifts to us. Bless all who serve You throughout the

- world.

“Happy Thanksgiving to our Council Brother Knights, and Your Families”!

. Fr. Baker Council #2243 Memorial Mass — Nov. 6, 2025

On Thursday, November 6th, Fr. Baker Knights of Columbus will be
holding their annual Memorial Mass honoring the deceased members (Nov.1
thru Oct. 31, 2025) of the Council, and our Auxiliary, Columbiettes. We are
privileged to have our Council Brother Knight, Msgr. David LiPuma
celebrating this beautiful ceremony. All family, council members and friends
are cordially invited to attend this remembrance. Beverages and a light buffet
will be served immediately following the Mass downstairs in the Basilica. This
Memorial Mass has been a tradition at Fr. Baker Council for many, many years.
It is very gratifying when family, friends and Council members come together
to pay homage to their recently departed.

This Year’s Honorees include:

Gerald L. Devlin, William J. Dunford, Jr., Michael D. Kormanec, Daniel J.
Kovach, Patrick McCann, Daniel J. Monaghan, Michael L. Osborne, Stephen
D. Paluch, Ryan A. Quinn, Gerald “Sobi” Sobaszek, James E. Sobczak,
Vincent “Jim” Sorrentino, David R. Schaefer and Columbiette, Maryjo Mascio.

Fr. Baker Council Sr. Knight’s Christmas Party — Dec. 6, 2025

The Senior Knight’s Christmas Party will be held on Dec. 6™ from 6:00 to
9:30 PM at the Glab Post. The cost is only $30 per person, and includes cocktails
from 6 — 7 PM, dinner at 7:00 PM and entertainment by the Kipler Brothers. Also,
the party includes a 50/50 raffle and bottles of wine as door prizes. Please contact
Gene O’Rourke at 716-860-1090, or Kevin Gilbride at 716-675-7972, to reserve
seating. Payments will be accepted at the Nov. 6® Sr. Knights meeting, or mailed
to Gene O’Rourke at 1292 McKinley Pkwy, Lackawanna, NY 14218.

Please make checks payable to the Sr. Knights of Columbus.
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Financial Secretary Message

Funeral Mass for David Schaefer — November 1, 2025

It is with heavy hearts that we report that long-time Fr. Baker Council #2243 member, David Schaefer,
passed away on Thursday, October 24™. David, a Fourth Degree Knight, was a member of the Knights of
Columbus or 56 years. He served as an officer of Council #2243 for many years and with many titles,
and was a fixture at the monthly meetings of the Fr. Baker Senior Knights Social Club. David, along with
his wife Cindy, volunteered at numerous events sponsored by our Council. David was also the editor of
our Arma Dextra newsletter for 17 years and did a terrific job managing the Council Memorial Masses for
our deceased members. Also, for many years he enjoyed being an usher at Our Lady of Victory Basilica.
The following is David's obituary as printed on the Cusack Funeral Home website. Please keep the
Schaefer family in your prayers during this difficult time.

SCHAEFER - David R.
February 5, 1946 - October 24, 2025

Beloved husband of Lucinda "Cindy" (nee Zacharyasz) Schaefer;
loving father of Jill Marie Schaefer; cherished Pappy of Griffin,
Cianan and Larkin Gardner; dear brother of the late James Schaefer,
Rose Marie (late James) Leary and Daniel Schaefer; devoted uncle of
many nieces and nephews.

& Relatives and friends may call on Friday, October 31, 2025 from 3-
il 7 PM at the CUSACK FUNERAL HOME, 873 Abbott Rd., South

o Buffalo, NY, 828-1846, (same location as Castiglia Funeral Home,

| Inc.), where a Prayer Service will be held on Saturday, November 1,

2025 at 9:45 AM and a Mass of Christian Burial will immediately

follow at Our Lady of Victory Basilica, 767 Ridge Rd., Lackawanna,

NY, at 10:30 AM.

David was a retiree of 27 years at Verizon and also from Lancaster
High School as a Job Coach for Special Education students. He was a
member of the Fr. Baker Council #2243 of the Knights of Columbus.

Flowers are gratefully declined. In lieu of, expressions of sympathy may be made to the Roswell
Hospital Foundation.

May David Rest in Peace!

Pray for the Sick

Please remember our ill Council and Columbiette members and family members in your prayers,
namely, Fred Bradley, Jim Tojek, Don Thompson, Sal Howard, and Brian Gannon. Also, please
pray for John Sowinski’s wife, Elaine Sowinski, and Columbiette, Mary Anne Jackson.

Trivia Contest — October 2025

Congratulations to our October Trivia contest winner, David Sasiadek, who was the first to submit the
correct answer to the question... Where is the snowiest place in the United States? The correct answer is
the Paradise Washington with an average of 645 inches/year. It is by far the snowiest place in the United
States. Dave thanks for playing our trivia contest and hope you enjoy your $10 Tim Horton’s gift card.

Question — How many black pentagons are on a standard classic soccer ball? Remember, to email your
answer to Gene Mendrysa at gene.mendrysa@gmail.com The winner will receive a $10 gift card from
Tim Horton’s. A reminder, those who won in the last 90 days are ineligible. Good Luck!
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Financial Secretary Message — cont.

November 2025 Fundraising Event

Our Council’s “November Daily Lottery Number Drawings” will begin on November 15! If you still
need to turn in ticket stubs with payments, they must be received by the Council no later than Wednesday,
October 31. Winning numbers drawn that have not been paid for by October 31 will not be
honored. Ticket stubs and payments are be sent to John Radwan, 130 Main St., West Seneca, NY 14224,

Council “KofC Coats for Kids” Campaign

Our Council’s annual Coats for Kids event will take place during the month of November. As soon as
we receive the 72 coats, our Council will be delivering them to students at OLV Elementary School and
Notre Dame Academy. Our fundraising efforts during the year help to pay for the new coats that are
warmly received by the grateful students!

Council Membership

Please welcome our newest member of Council #2243, Mr. Gary Sitarski, of Lackawanna, New York.

Fourth Degree Exemplification

The 4™ Degree Exemplification ceremony is scheduled to be held on Saturday, November 22, 2025, in
Batavia. Prior to the date of exemplification, interested 3™ Degree members of Council #2243 must
request a 4 Degree application form from our Financial Secretary, John Radwan (716-597-8893)
to fill out in order to become a member of the 4™ Degree. The Exemplification ceremony will begin at
1:30 PM at the Ascension Roman Catholic Church located at 19 Summer Street, in Batavia, NY 14020.
But candidates must arrive at 12:30 PM to sign up and receive instructions. Please bring your current
Council membership card with you. After the ceremony the District Master will send the application
form to the Supreme Council office. You will then be registered as a 4™ Degree member of the KofC and
the Msgr. Toomey (4™ Degree) Assembly. Following the ceremony there will be a Mass for all the
candidates who at this time will hold the title of SIR KNIGHT. The Mass will begin at 4:00 PM at the old
Saint Joseph’s Church now named the Resurrection Roman Catholic Church located at 303 East Main
Street, Batavia. Dinner will follow at Batavia Downs Casino Dining Hall, 8315 Park Road, Batavia, NY
14020.

THIS IS A FAMILY EVENT AND IT WILL BE EXCITING FOR ALL TO SHARE...ITIS
SOMETHING SPECIAL AND WILL BE REMEBERED AS SUCH. Contact Paul Sawaya (716-401-
4334) if you have any questions.

Fourth Degree News

Council #2243 members who have attained the 4™ Degree and are interested in joining the ceremonial
Color Corps, are invited to attend their monthly meeting and training session on Thursday, November
13", The meeting will be held at the Fr. Justin Council’s “Justin Hall” at 6 PM. Text or call Paul Sawaya
at (716-401-4334), or email at rnsawaya@yahoo.com if you have questions.

Doughnuts & Discipleship — OLV Basilica

Our Council’s next opportunity to recruit new members will be Sunday, November 9%, after the 8 AM
and 10 AM Masses at OLV Basilica’s “Marian Room”. Any member interested in participating in the
recruitment effort is welcome to stop by and lend a hand. This monthly event is sponsored by Fr. Baker
Council #2243 and is hosted by the Columbiettes.
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November 2025 “Happy Birthday” Brothers

Best Birthday wishes to all Brother Knights who have birthdays in the month of November. Hope you
enjoy your day and may “God Bless You Always”!

Happy Birthday to: Charles J. Bridge, Peter P. Buzzetta, Mark D. Colern, James D. Dziak, Dennis E.
Fitzgerald, John F. Glose, Patrick S. Hanlon, Thomas E. Iwankow, Denis J. Jacques., Michael D.
Jakubowski, Joseph W. Kurnik, John K. Lillis, Robert C Marciniak, Terrence C. McCann, Michael J.
O’Halloran, Arcangelo J. Petricca, Daniel E. Piotrowski, Raymond L. Pulinski, Tom Reed, Paul A Reid
Jr., Daniel D. Rose, Anthony J. Saletta and Michael P. Senn.

Announcement & Event Details

Thurs. Nov. 6 - Sr. Knights Meeting — 1:30 PM

The Sr. Knights meeting will be held on Thursday, November 6, 2025 at 1:30 PM at the Matthew
Glab Post on Abbott Road. This is a terrific club! Simply contact Otto Johnson at (716) 998-4433 to join.

Thurs. Nov. 6 — Council 2243 Memorial Mass — 6:00 PM

This year’s Memorial Mass will take place on Thursday, November 6, 2025 at 6:00 PM at OLV
Basilica. Msgr. David LiPuma will be the celebrant. All members are invited to attend.

Sat. Nov. 8 — WNY Chapter Meeting & Rosary Memorial - 8:30 AM

The WNY Chapter meeting will take place on Saturday, November 8, 2025 at 8:30 AM sharp at the
OLV Charities Building’s conference room at 780 Ridge Road in Lackawanna, NY, beginning with a
continental breakfast. The meeting will focus on the Chapter’s fraternal and business activities. It will also
include their Rosary Memorial service, praying for the deceased members of the past year, as well as the
deceased members of the Columbiettes Auxiliary. Please contact PGK Gene Mendrysa, to make a
reservation. There is no cost to attend. This event is hosted by the Fr. Baker Council #2243.

Sun. Nov. 9 — “Doughnuts & Discipleship” After § & 10 AM Masses at OLV Basilica

The next “Meet and Greet” will take place on Sunday, November 9, after the 8 AM and 10 AM
Masses at OLV Basilica in the Marian Room on the lower level. Come for Mass and stay for coffee,
Jjuice and doughnuts afterwards. This event is sponsored by the generosity of the Fr. Baker Council #2243
of the Knights of Columbus and hosted by the Columbiettes. We will be using this time to inform
parishioners about the Knights and particularly, Fr. Baker Council and the Columbiettes. This is also
another opportunity to recruit new members. Brother Knights are encouraged to invite family, friends and
co-workers who may want to learn more on becoming a Knight, or a Columbiette.

Wed. Nov. 12 — Regular Council Meeting — 6:30 PM (Please note the new start time)

Our regular Council meeting will take place on Wednesday, November 12, 2025 at 6:30 PM sharp at
our COUNCIL OFFICE at 780 Ridge Road. The meeting will focus on the fraternal activities for the
upcoming fraternal. Brother Knights, it’s time to step-up and get involved with the direction and
future of your Council. Remember, this is your Council!
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Announcement & Event Details - cont.

Wed. Nov. 19 — Columbiettes Meeting — 6:30 PM

The Columbiette’s meeting will be held on Wednesday, November 19, 2025 at 6:30 PM at the OLV
Community Room in the basement of OLV Basilica. This meeting will focus on the programs and
activities scheduled for the remainder of 2025 and the planning for 2026.

Thurs. Nov. 20 - KofC Color Core of the 4" Degree

The Color Corps of the 4™ Degree meets every second Thursday of each Month from 6 PM to 7:30
PM at the Fr. Justin Council in Cheektowaga. All 4" Degree members interested in joining the Color
Corps, are welcome to attend. Current Color Corps members should bring your beret, sword, social
baldric and white gloves.

Thurs. Nov. 20 — Evangelization & Faith Formation — COR Program — 6:30 PM

The Knights of Columbus Father Baker Council #2243 is sponsoring and inviting ALL men of our parish
18 years and older to join us for our monthly COR meeting in the Community Room in the lower Basilica.
The format will include light refreshments, saying the rosary as a group, and an engaging discussion regarding
our personal faith in Christ. Consider taking the next important step in your journey to becoming closer to
Christ. Please consider joining COR.

Mon. Nov. 24 — Council Business Meeting — 6:30 PM

Our Council business meeting will take place on Monday, November 24, 2025 at 6:30 PM at our
Council Office at 780 Ridge Road. The meeting will focus

UPCOMING EVENTS

Sat. Dec. 6 — Sr. Knights Christmas Party - 6:00 PM

The Sr. Knights Christmas Party will take place on Saturday, December 6, 2025 at 6 PM at the Glab
Post in Lackawanna, NY. Please contact Gene O’Rourke at 716-860-1090, or Kevin Gilbride at 716-675-
7972 to reserve your seating. The cost is only $30. What a terrific way to usher in the Christmas season.

Columbiettes Corner

Have you thought about making new friends or sitting down with old acquaintances over a cup of
coffee? No, why not? You have that opportunity every month at Sunday Donuts and Discipleship.
Deacon Mark makes great coffee and thanks to our Brother Knights the donuts are always fresh and tasty.
By the way, the kids love Donuts and Discipleship too! There’s always an activity planned for them as
well. Please join us!

The Columbiettes joined the OLV parish’s Living Rosary, during which Eliana Perez-Rodriguez from
Hallow, provided reflections on each mystery of the Rosary. It was an inspiration to pray the Rosary with
Eliana.

The first “Talk and Tea” brought the Columbiettes together to share in conversation; no business just
conversation. It was an opportunity for the ladies to discuss their thoughts about what they are looking
forward to and their expectations for 2026. Questioning, learning and growing will help us discover the
wonders within and around us. Thanks to the Planning Committee for the “Talk and Tea” and providing
the sweet treats and teas for the members to enjoy.
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Columbiettes Corner — cont.

We know it’s only November, but it’s not too early to start thinking about the Columbiettes “Books
for Kids” Project which will be launched in the new year. We will be collecting new and “gently used”
children’s books in January 2026, for distribution to the students at OLV Elementary School and Notre
Dame Academy in South Buffalo in February. The distribution of books will be for grades Pre-K through
8™ grade. So, if you or anyone you know may have children’s books, please put them aside for our
“Books for Kids” Project. More details will be available in an upcoming Arma Dextra.

Finally, “eternal rest grant unto them O Lord” ... for those loved ones we pray for and remember on
All Saints Day.

Columbiette Birthdays - Happy Birthday to JoAnn Zurek (October 2"¥) and Melanie Scheuer
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Fr. David LiPuma & Russ Plandowski enjoying coffee at  “Doughnut Ladies” JoAnn Zurek, Pat Moscaritolo & Ann
OLV’s Doughnuts & Discipleship — 10/12/25 Plandowski keep the platters full and ready for the parishioners
on Doughnuts & Discipleship Sunday — 10/12/25
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Families sharing conversation and enjoying activities to work on together at Doughnuts & Discipleship Sunday — 10/12/25
Submitted by Linda Smolen — Columbiettes’ President



