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2024 November Calendar
S UPCOMING “A Thanksgiving Prayer”
f,ﬁ'fl;r_ lni“f h.;f g’;;“;ﬁ“:t Good and gracious God, we come before You today united with all who
Glab Post 'I:ick ets s e ok give Yc&ufhanks and praise. Fill us with gratitude for Your many blessings,
Sale for Only $30 - Pg 1 both physical and Spmtual . . X
We thank You in particular this day for the gifts of food and family. Bless

Sun. Nov. 3 this food, Lord, that it may nourish our bodies. Bless our family, especially
Donuts & Discipleship those who can’t be with us today. Also today, we remember those of our family
After 8 & 10 AM OLV Mass  who have gone to be with You.
in Marian Room — Pg 6 Grant us Your blessings and help us pray daily for the grace to serve You in

response to Your bountiful gifts to us. Bless all who serve You throughout the
Thurs. Nov. 7 world.
Sr. Knights Mtg at Glab Post “Happy Thanksgiving to our Council Brother Knights, and Your Families™
1:30 PM —-Pg 6 Gene Mendrysa - GK
Also, Council Annual 5 z
Men;ﬂ;;n N aT:.}LV Fr. Baker Council #2243 Memorial Mass — Nov. 7, 2024
L e On Thursday, November 7th, Fr. Baker Knights of Columbus will be
Sat. Nov. 9 hosting their annual Memorial Mass honoring the deceased members of the
m[rter Mtg at OLV Council, and our Auxiliary, Columbiettes (Nov.1, 2023 thru October 31, 2024).
HOC: Conferciice Roomi We are privileged to have our Council Brother Knight, Msgr. David LiPuma
8:30 AM — Pg 6 celebrating this beautiful ceremony. All family, council members and friends

NOTE — Future Chapter Mtgs ¢ cordially invited to attend this remembrance. Bevmggg and a hight buffet
Will be held on 2™ Satardays will be served immediately following the Mass downstairs in the Basilica. This
Memorial Mass has been a tradition at Fr. Baker Council for many, many years.
Wed. Nov 13 It is very gratifying when family, friends and Council members come together
Reg. Council Mtg at OFFICE to pay homage to their recently departed. This Year’s Honorees include:

700 EM —Eg 6 A. Terrance Campbell — 11/6/23, Raymond W. Szpara — 11/24/23, Daniel
Wed. Nov. 20 W. Fehmer — 1/3/24, Edward C. Cosgrove — 7/4/24, Robert W. Hall — 8/2/24
Columbiette’s Mtg at OLV Robert L. Stoklosa - 8/8/24, Marilyn Pinkowske — 8/21/24, MarkL.Balen -
ot oo 8/25/24 and John F. O’Mara — 9/21/24
6:30 PM - Pg 7 . : .
Fr. Baker Council Sr. Knight’s Christmas Partv — Dec. 7, 2024
Fri. Nov, 25 . ) . .
Council Bus. Mtg at OFFICE The Senior Knight’s Christmas Party will be held on Dec. 7% from 6:00 to
6:30 PM —Pg 7 9:30 PM at the Glab Post. The cost is only $30 per person, and includes cocktails
from 6 — 7 PM, dinner at 7:00 PM and entertainment by the Kipler Brothers. Also,
GK - Gene Mendrysa the party includes a 50/50 raffle and bottles of wine as door prizes. Please contact
716-634-8997 Gene O’Rourke at 716-860-1090, or Kevin Gilbride at 716-675-7972, to reserve
FS — John Radwan seating. Payments will be accepted at the Nov. 7% Sr. Knights meeting, or mailed
716-675-1804 to Gene O’Rourke at 1292 McKinley Pkwy, Lackawanna, NY 14218.
Insur. Agent — Mike Please make checks payable to the Sr. Knights of Columbus.

Gruszewski 716-579-4312
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Financial Secretary Message

Living Rosary Memorial in Tribate to Rev. Romulus Rosolowski, OFM Conv. and
Former Council Chaplain on his One Year Anniversary of his Passing
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A Living Rosary Memorial was held at Our Lady of Victory National Shrine & Basilica on
October 28, 2024. Our Council was honored to pray the first decade of the rosary with each of our
10 members saying one Hail Mary. The members in attendance were Otto Johnson, Bruce
Coleman Sr., James 0°’Malley, Bob Meegan, John Radwan, Terry McCann, Dave Schaefer, Don
Thompson, John Sowinski Jr. and Gene Mendrysa. Special Thanks, Brother Knights!

Many thanks to Presider Rev. Msgr. David G. LiPuma; Master of Ceremonies Deacon Mark
Bialkowski; Additional Clergy Rev. Msgr. Paul J. Burkard, Rev, Robert A, Contarin and Deacon
Michael Comerford; Director of Music Peter Gonciarz; and Organist Sharbel Simon.

Trivia Contest — November 2024

We are happy to report that Otto Johnson was the first to submit the correct answer to the question —
‘Who was the designer of the first hydrogen bomb referred to as “The Sausage™? The correct answer is
Richard Garwin. Congratulations to Otto Johnson. Hope you enjoy your $10 gift card to Tim Horton’s.

(Question — Turning to computers. What is the name of the system that allows users to access and share
information over the internet? Remember, to email your answer to Gene Mendrysa at
gene.mendryvsaf@iomail.com The winner will receive a $10 gift card from Tim Horton’s. A reminder,
those who won in the last 90 days are meligible. Good Luck!
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Financial Secretary Message — cont.

Welcome New Members

Fr. Baker Council #2243 is happy to welcome Jacob DiJoseph and Ronald Tyrpak who became
members in our Council in the month of October. Welcome Aboard!

WNY Chapter Report Summary

The New York State Pilgrimage at Our Lady of Fatima Shrine was held on Saturday, October 19,
2024. Mass started at 11:30 AM followed by a Rosary Walk and Benediction. Food and refreshments
followed in the Fatima Shrine Cafeteria. The main celebrant was Most Reverend Michael W, Fisher,

Bishop of the Diocese of Buffalo. Attached is a picture of the Knights® Color Corps in front of the Fatima
Shrine.
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Knights of Columbus Color Corps at Qur Lady of Fatima Shrine — October 19, 2024
Deacon Charley Esposito, installed as the District Master of the 4™ District of New York, wearing the
yellow service baldric, and standing immediately to Charley’s right is NYS Deputy Anthony Ippolito
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C&B Books - Raffle tickets (4/per book) for the Charitable & Benevolent raffle sponsored by the NY
State Council of the KofC are available for purchase or to sell, by calling Gene Mendrysa (716) 634-8997,
Cost of each book of tickets is $12. Top prize is $25,0000, second place is $10,000, third place is $5,000

followed by 10 prizes of $1,000 each! The final drawing will take place on December 7, 2024. Cali asap,
only a handful of tickets are available.

Color Corps of the 4™ Desree — Msgr. Toomey Assembly of the 4% Degree is looking for new
members to join their Color Corps. Their current roster is being depleted due to some members being “up
in age” and unable to volunteer to serve any longer, while others have passed away. Any Council #2243

member who has attained the 4" Degree is eligible to join the Color Corps. Contact Paul Sawaya at 716-
401-4334 for further information.

The Color Corps of the 4% Degree meets every second Thursday of each month from 6 PM to 7:30
PM at the Fr. Justin Council in Cheektowaga. All 4® Degree members interested in joining the Color
Corps, are welcome to attend. Corps members should bring your beret, sword, social baldric and white

gloves. All Faithful Navigators and Color Corps Commanders should attend and encourage other
Brother Knights to attend as well.

Looking For Member Feedback

Looking back in time our Council had lots of fraternal events, including St. Patrick’s Day party,
Christmas party, Easter egg hunts, Nationality nites, Miss Buffalo boat rides, casino excursions, Vegas
nites, May Day crownings, Chalice nites, Priests/Nuns nite, Family Communion breakfasts, bowling, golf,
softball, sporting excursions, efc. - just to name a few from yesteryear.

‘What events would you like to see the Couneil hold? We’re looking to start anew. Just email your
input to Gene, at gene.mendrysa @gmail.com We welcome your input.

November 2024 “Happv Birthdav” Brothers

Best Birthday wishes to all Brother Knights who have birthdays in the month of November. Hope you
enjoy your day and may “God Bless You Always™!

Happy Birthday to: Charles J. Bridge, Peter P. Buzzetta, Mark D. Colem, James D. Dziak, Dennis E.
Fitzgerald, John F. Glose, Patrick S. Hanlon, Thomas E. Iwankow, Denis J. Jacques, Michael D.
Jakubowski, Joseph W. Kurnik, John K. Lillis, Robert C. Marciniak, Terrence C. McCann, Daniel J,
Monaghan, Michael J. O’Halloran, Arcangelo J. Petricca, Daniel E. Piotrowski, Raymond L. Pulinski,
Paul A. Reid Jr., Daniel D. Rose and Michael P. Senn.

Prav for the Deceased and the Sick

Deceased: Sad to report on the passing of Rosemary Yeager, on October 2, 2024. Rosemary, was the
wife of Council #2243 member, Clarence Yeager.

Sick: Please pray for the following: Norm & Paulette Mendrysa, Fred Bradley, Elaine Sowinski, Shirley
Cowan and Columbiettes’ President Linda Smolen.
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Faith in Action Programs

Our Council continues its work on our Faith in Action programs with recent donations to the St.

Vinc:c_nx de Paul Society at Our Lady of Victory (Helping Hands Program), to Catholic Charities (Food for
Families Program and the St. Gianna Molla Pregnancy Qutreach Center.
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(1-r) Deputy Grand Knight Presenting a $500 Donations to Representatives from The Russell J Salvatore
Food Pantry (Catholic Charities at 75 Caldwell in Lackawanna) and to Jim Hatem from St.Vincent de Paul
Society (Our Lady of Victory Homes of Charity)

S . | e : e e P e
o = T =
L ove is a Choice
G e Slada St. Gianna Pregnancy Qutreach Center

5 Pregnant?
Need Help?

(716) S42-BABY or (716) S47-22é
— Srf. Criarrrrer Preoy for s — |

F”"" e p—— ——a

Financial Secretary John Radwan Presenting a $500 Donation to Sarah Lindstrum from the St. Gianna Molla
Pregnancy Outreach Center at OLV Homes of Charity
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Announcement & Event Details

Sun. Nov 3 - KofC “Discipleship & Doughnuts™ After 8 & 10 AM Mass at OLV Basilica

The next Coffee & Doughnuts, aka “Discipleship & Doughnuts” will take place on Sunday, Nov 3,
after the 8 & 10 AM Mass at OLV Basilica in the Marian Room on the lower level. Come for Mass and
stay for free coffee, juice and doughnuts afterwards. This event is sponsored by the generosity of the Fr.
Baker Council #2243 of the Knights of Columbus and hosted by the Columbiettes. We will be using this
time to inform parishioners about the Knights and particularly, Fr. Baker Council and the Columbiettes.
This is also another opportunity to recruit new members. Brother Knights are encouraged to invite
family, friends and co-workers who may want to learn more on becoming a Knight, or a Columbiette.
Members wishing to volunteer should contact our Grand Knight, Gene Mendrysa at 716-207-9036.

Tues. Nov 5 — Election Day

ANl NYS Kmights are encouraged to vote NO on NYS Proposition #1 (“Equal Rights Amendment™, also
known as, the “Parent Replacement Act” which is opposed by the NYS Conference of Bishops, NYS
Coungil of the Kof(C and the Coalition to Protect Kids-NY. For further information, go to:
http:/fwww.protectkidsny.com/

Thurs. Nov 7 — Sr. Knighis Meeting — 1:30 PM

The Sr. Knights meeting will be held on November 7, 2024 at 1:30 PM at the Matthew Glab Post. All
Council #2243 Knights, age of 55 and older, are eligible and encouraged to join the Sr. Knights Social
Club. This is a terrific club! Simply contact Otto Johnson at (716) 998-4433 to join. The annual Senior’s
Christmas Party will be a topic of discussion. More information will be provided in the December issue of
the Arma Dextra.

Thurs. Nov 7 - Fr. Baker Council #2243 Memorial Mass — 7:00 PM

On Thursday, November 7th, Fr. Baker Knights of Columbus will be hosting their annual Memorial
Mass honoring the deceased (October 31, 2023 to November 1, 2024) members of the Council, and the
Auxiliary, Columbiettes. All members are encouraged to attend this special Memorial Mass.

Sat. Nov 9 — WNY Chapter Meeting at Fr. Baker Council Conference Room — 8:30 AM

The next WNY Chapter meeting will be hosted by the Fr. Baker Council, the first in many years. The
meeting will be held on Saturday, November 9 at 8:30 AM at OLV Homes of Charity’s second floor
conference room. A continental breakfast will be served at 8:00 AM. Please enter the Homes of Charity
through the atrium at the rear entrance of 780 Ridge Road. Parking is available in the rear parking lot
behind 780 Ridge Road. A Rosary Memorial, for those deceased members of the WNY Chapter Knights
and their KofC Auxiliaries, will be held prior to start of the Chapter meeting. Please contact Gene
Mendrysa at 716-207-9036, if you are interested in attending.

Wed. Nov. 13 — Regular Council Meeting - 7:00 PM

Onur regular Council meeting will take place on Wednesday, November 13, 2024 at 7 PM sharp at our
COUNCIL OFFICE at 780 Ridge Road. All Council members are invited and encouraged to attend
these meetings. Our focus will be on planning fraternal events. Please consider getting involved with the
direction and future of your Council. Your input is important.
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Announcement & Event Details - cont

Wed. Nov. 20 — Columbiette’s Regular Meetine — 6:30 PM

The Columbiette’s meeting will be held on November 20, 2024 at 6:30 PM at the OLV Community
Room in the basement of OLV. This meeting will focus on the programs and activities for the 2024/2025
fraternal year. A summary of the items discussed will be included in our December Arma Dextra
newsletter.

Wed. Nov. 25 — Council Business Meeting — 6:30 PM

The Council Business meeting will take place on Monday, November 25, 2024 at 6:30 PM sharp at
our COUNCIL OFFICE at 780 Ridge Road. All Council officers are urged to attend this financial and
strategy setting meeting.

Columbiettes Corner

“Council & Columbiettes Strategy Meeting”

Officers of the Council (John Radwan, Don Thompson & Gene Mendrysa) and the Columbiettes
(Linda Smolen, Kathleen Rogers & Jackie Tyrpak) met on November 16™ to discuss the high priority
issues of Recruitment, Retention and Attraction of new candidates. Many thoughts, ideas, opinions
and suggestions were expressed at this meeting. It was wonderful to have such a solid collaboration
between the KofC and the Columbiettes. Follow up meetings will occur to continue the next steps in
developing our plans. All in all, I believe that the meeting was very productive and a great way to push
forward in our ongoing efforts. Thank you KofC for inviting the Columbiettes to be team members for
this important initiative.

Submitted by Linda Smolen — President
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OLV Discipleship & Doughnuts — October 6, 2024
(1-r) Jackie Tyrpak, Linda Smolen, John Radwan & Gene Mendrysa)




