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2025 May Calendar

UPCOMING
Council Officer Election

Get Involved & Vote
Wed. June 11 —Pg 4

Thurs. May 1

Sr. Knights Mig at Glab Post

1:30 PM -Pg 4

Sun. May 4
Donuts & Discipleship

After 8 & 10 AM OLV Mass

in Marian Room — Pg 4

S 0 (Resched to 6/14

WNY Chapter Mtg at
Fatima Shrine Council
8:30 AM Breakfast — Pg 4

Sun. May 11
Mother’s Day

Wed. May 14
Reg. Council Mtg at Office
7:00 PM -Pg 4

Tues. May 27
Council Bus. Mtg at Office
6:30 PM -Pg 5

Wed. May 28
Columbiette Mtg at OLV
Community Room

. 6:30PM -Pg5

GK — Gene Mendrysa
716-634-8997

FS ~ John Radwan
716-675-1804

Insur. Agent — Mike
Gruszewski 716-579-4312

“Happy Mother’s Day!”

Mother’s Day is a cherished tradition, a time to honor and celebrate the
incredible contributions of mothers around the world. The roots of Mother’s
Day goes back to ancient times.

In Greece, people celebrated Rea, the mother of gods like Zeus and Poseidon
with offerings and festivities.

In Rome, the festival of “Hilaria” honored Cybele, the mother goddess, and
featured 3 days of ceremonies starting on March 15%.

In Egypt, Isis, the mother of the pharaohs, was reserved as a symbol of
maternal devotion.

The modern-day version of Mother’s Day owes much to Anna Jarvis, an
American homemaker who wanted to dedicate a special day to all mothers. Anna
was inspired by the life and legacy of her own mother, Ann Marie Jarvis. Ann
Marie had been a social activist during the US Civil War, organizing women to
care for soldiers on both side of the conflict. She often expressed her hope:

“I hope and pray that someone, sometime, we’ll dedicate a day to honor

mothers and their unparalleled service to humanity in every area of life.”
(ref - National Women’s History Alliance)

When Ann Marie passed away in 1905, Anna Jarvis took these words to heart.
That same year, she founded the International Mother’s Day Association, choosing
the 2" Sunday of May, the anniversary of her mother’s death to commemorate the
occasion.
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In 1907, Anna held the first Mother’s Day celebration in a church in Grafton, West Virginia, gifting 500
white carnations, her mother’s favorite flower which symbolized purity, love and an enduring motherhood.
Anna’s campaign to make Mother’s Day a national holiday succeeded in 1914 when President Woodrow
Wilson signed it into law.

In countries like Spain, Mexico, the United Kingdom and Argentina, to name a few, the Mother’s Day
celebration reflects the Catholic tradition of honoring the Blessed Virgin Mother.

Wishing the mothers of our Council members and your families a “Happy and Blessed Mother’s Day!”
Our Lady of Victory — Pray for Us! GK -Gene Mendrysa

Financial Secretary Message

Nominations for Elected Council Officer Positions — Election June 11, 2025

With a number of Council officer vacancies anticipated, this is an ideal time for our membership to
step-up and lead our Council moving Torward. If you are a 3™ or 4™ Degree member of Fr. Baker
Council, in good standing, and would like to have your name placed in nomination fort a particular
council office position for the fraternal year 2025-2026, please contact one of the members of the
Nominating Committee. The committee is comprised of Terry W. McCann (716) 662-5723, Robert W.
Meegan (7160 348-6119 and John Radwan 9716) 675-1804. Descriptions of each officer position are
included in this newsletter.

Likewise, current incumbents of the Council offices must make their intentions known by contacting
one of the members of the Nominating Committee before the May 14" regular Council meeting. Each
must declare his intention to either:

e Run for re-election to the office position he currently occupies or,

e Run for election to a different office position or,

e Decline to run for office.

The following ten positions are up for election:

Grand Knight Advocate

Deputy Grand Knight Warden

Chancellor Inside Guard
Recorder QOutside Guard
Treasurer Trustee (3-year term)

Note: The Financial Secretary, Chaplain and Lecturer are non-elected positions. They are appointed.

Sun. August 10 — Fr. Baker “Annual Council Family Picnic” 1:00 — 5:00 PM

Our annual picnic is scheduled for Sunday, August 10, 2025, from 1-5 PM, and will be held at Our
Lady of Bistrica Croation Catholic Church Pavilion at 1619 Abbott Rd, in Lackawanna. Weidner’s BBQ
Catering will be providing the food which includes, BBQ chicken + ribs, with buttered spuds, BBQ beans,
macaroni and chef salads, coleslaw, roll with butter and deserts. Beer, wine, soda pop and water are
included. Games include a trivia contest, 50/50 drawing and the ever popular “Lottery-Hat” raffle. The
cost for members and guests is only $25. Simply contact and mail payment to Gene Mendrysa at 5029
Shimerville Rd., Clarence, NY 14031 to reserve your seating. Questions, call Gene at 716-634-8997.
Reserve your seat early, this is a popular event. Please make checks payable to Fr. Baker Council #2243.



Duties of Council Officers
Grand Knight

* Presides over all meetings

e Appoints program and membership directors

e Appoints committees as needed

* Countersigns checks and orders for payment

* Responsible for the council’s Ceremonial Team

* Maintains working relationships with the council’s chaplain, district deputy,
insurance agent, as well as with other local service organizations (ie. food
pantries, soup kitchens).

——

Deputy Grand Knight

» Assists the grand knight with operation of the council and any other duties
assigned to him by the grand knight

¢ In the absence of the grand knight, presides at council meetings

e Recommended to serve on the council’s Retention Committee

Chancellor

e Has the duty of strengthening the members’ interest in council activities

* Assists the grand knight and deputy grand knight with their duties as assigned

e Recommended to serve on the council’s Admission Committee

Financial Secretary

e Upon recommendation of the grand knight and the trustees, the financial

secretary is appointed for a three-year term that is approved by the supreme
knight



Financial Secretary (continued)

* The prospective financial secretary must also complete and submit the
Application for Appointment as Financial Secretary (#FS-101)

e Under Section 130 of the Laws of the Order, the financial secretary is
automatically bonded in the amount of $5,000. Additional bonding may be

provided at a cost of $7 per thousand by contacting the supreme secretary’s
office

e Collects money, in the form of dues, from members. Responsible for sending
billing notices and initiating retention measures by providing a list of delinquent
members to the grand knight to prevent members from being suspended for
nonpayment.of dues

¢ Ensures that the council. membership records are updated and that new
members sign the constitutional roll

e Receives honorary and honorary life membership cards for distribution to
qualified members

e Files various reports and membership/ insurance transactions with the Supreme
Council Office » Responsible for completing and submitting the IRS form 990 for
the council (U.S. only)

e Keeps the seal of the council and affixes the same to membership cards,
resolutions and other official documents as necessary.

Recorder (Secretary)

e Responsible for keeping and maintaining a true and permanent record of all
actions of the council and maintains all correspondence of the council.

Treasurer
e Handles council funds

e Receives money from financial secretary and deposits it in the proper council
accounts



Lecturer
e Appointed by the grand knight

» Responsible for providing suitable educational and entertaining programs under
the “Good of the Order” section of council meetings

Advocate
 Acts as parliamentarian for the council

* Should have a working knowledge of Robert’s Rules of Order, Charter,
Constitution & Laws, council by-laws, and parliamentary procedure

e When needed, will seek legal assistance from the NY State Advocate

Warden

 Responsible for supervising and maintaining all council property
e Sets up council chambers for meetings and exemplifications

e Oversees inside and outside guards

Inside/Outside Guards

e Attend the doors of the council chamber, checking for current membership
cards and allowing entrance.

Board of Trustees

» Consists of grand knight and three other elected members

* Supervises all financial business of the council and conducts the semiannual
audits



Board of Trustees (continued)

® Trustees are elected for terms of three years. At the first election of a new
council, three trustees shall be elected, one to hold office for one year or until the
next regular election, one for two years or until the second next regular election,
and the other for three years or until the third next regular election, as
determined by lot among themselves. Thereafter, at each succeeding election,
one Trustee shall be chosen for a term of three years.

Chapilain
e A priest chosen annually by the grand knight, deputy grand knight and trustees
e Serves as spiritual advisor to the brother Knights and families of that council

e Provides his message to members at the beginning of the meeting

e The chaplain should attend meetings of the council whenever his schedule
allows, as his guidance is a great benefit

https://www kofc.org/en/resources/for-members/11619-fraternal-excellence-guide.pdf
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Financial Secretary Messagage — cont.

Council Summer Sweepstalkes Raffle — Sunday August 10, 2025

Tickets are only $20 each and are currently being mailed to Council members who have supported the
Council’s previous fundraisers. Anyone interested in buying and/or selling Summer Sweepstakes tickets
should call John Radwan at 716-675-1804. Top prize is $2,500, followed by $1,500, $500 and 5 $100
cash prizes. Winning ticket numbers will be drawn at the Council members family picnic on Sunday,
August 10th. Get your tickets early, this is a popular raffle. Your support is very much appreciated.

March ottery Drawing Winners — (See Attached List)

==

Ticket sales for our March lottery number daily drawing was brisk. With over 800 tickets sold, the

- March raffle was very successful. Many thanks to all Council members who volunteered to distribute and

sell these tickets. And a hearty “thank you” to all who purchased them. A complete list of winners is
included in this newsletter. Congratulations to all of the winners. Great Job Brother Knights!

Mayv 2025 “Happv Birthdav” Brothers

Best Birthday wishes to all Brother Knights who have birthdays in the month of May. Hope you enjoy
your day and may “God Bless You Always™!

Happy Birthday to: Thomas J. Burke, Maurice B. Casey, John M. Cleary, Jr., Terrance P. Dunford,
Michael E. Harig, James G. Harrity, Alvin E. Kelchlin, John G. Kraus, Jr., Richard J. Lunz, William K.
Mayback, James McGroarty, Sean R. Meegan, John W. Murray, Michael L. Osbome, David W. Parker,
Eugene T. Partridge, Roger P. Pigeon, Glenn D. Reid, Daniel R. Romaszko, Mark H. Skierczynski,
Stephen J. Sprada, Gregory J. Stachowski, Robert J. Szczygiel and Gregory P. Vaughn.

Pray for the Deceased and the Sick

e Deceased — Sad to report on the passing of Daniel Monaghan who passed away on February 7, 2025
at the age of 88. Daniel was a 3rd Degree and Honorary Life member of the Knights of Columbus for
55 years. Please keep Daniel and the Monaghan family in your thoughts and prayers.

Sick - Please pray for the following Council members: Joe Lobosce, Fred Bradley, Jim Tojek, Don
Thompson, Sal Howard and Columbiettes President Linda Smolen. Also, please pray for John
Sowinski’s wife, Elaine Sowinski.

T

Council Sponsored Youth Baseball in the Lackawanna Legends Baseball League

Fr. Baker Council baseball will be back. This year our Council is sponsoring a youth baseball team
in the Lackawanna Legends Baseball League. Registration will take place during May and the game schedule
will be forthcoming shortly thereafter. “Home” games will be played at the Legends ballpark behind Fran-
Ceil’s ice cream stand at 3405 South Park Avenue, in Lackawanna. “Away” game locations will be posted
on the upcoming schedule. More information will be forthcoming when available. Get out and support the
team, the kids would love that!



MARCH 2025
Lottery Number Drawings

Winners List
MARCH MARCH 203;#?:‘?1 T ick
DATEof | EVENING moshisiind B&g:“'lf_m ;| Ticket BUYER SELTL:R‘;LH Ticket SELLER Last
EVENING LOTTERY WINNERS Nt Last Name Nt Name
DRAWING | NUMBER
AMOUNTS

01 614 $25.00f Thomas |Peinkofer Council 2243
02 028 $25.00 Otto Johnson Otto Johnson
03 202 $25.00 Janice Walzer Robert Meegan
04 154 $25.00 Edward  |Kuwik Council 2243
03 501 7 $25.00 James O'Malley James O'Malley
06 381 not purchased| e | =" | | T>=
07 327 $2580 Al L eatherbarrow Chuck Bridge
08 848 $25.00 Charles  [Poloncarz Council 2243
09 232 $25.00] Thomas |Krakowski Council 2243
10 655 not purchased
11 991 $25.00 Robert Sikorski Council 2243
12 266 $25.00 Mark Morgan Mark Morgan
13 045 $25.00 Janet Bridge Chuck Bridge
14 291 not purchased = i
15 004 $25.00 Eugene Mendrysa Eugene Mendrysa
16 984 $25.00 David Sasiadek David Sasiadek
17 433 $100.00 Tom Richter Don Thompson
18 531 $25.00f Terrence |McCann Terry McCann
19 213 $100.00 Martin Tobin Council 2243
20 982 $25.00 James O'Malley James O'Malley
21 974 not purchased R el
22 323 $25.00 Don Seifert Ray Checko
23 922 $25.00| Eugene  |[Partridge Council 2243
24 148 $25.00) Thomas |O'Connor Council 2243
25 036 $25.00 Paula Stein OLV Elem School
26 917 $25.00| Rev.David |LiPuma John Radwan
27 572 $25.00| Kathryn  |Fabian Council 2243
28 801 $25.00 Mary Summers-Wende Richard Kret
29 266 $100.00 Mark Morgan Mark Morgan
30 302 $25.00 Dale Ornat Ray Checko
31 811 $25.00 Donald  |Thompson Donald Thompson
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Trivia Contest — May 2025

We are sad to report that there were no winners in the April trivia contest. The correct answer to the

question... Who was the coach of the 1923 Knights of Columbus Lackawanna Council #2243 basketball
team? The correct answer was Fr. John Dugan.

Question — Who is the patron saint of mothers? Remember to email your answer to Gene Mendrysa at

gene.mendrysa@gmail.com The winner will receive a $10 gift card from Tim Horton’s. A reminder,
those who won in the last 90 days are ineligible. Good Luck!

TRIVIA CONTEST RULE CHANGE — effective May 1, 2025 (8 Month Trial Basis)

Any winner of our Council trivia contest, beginning on May 1, 2025, who also invites an individual to
~ join our KofC Council #2243, and that individual actually becomes a member within 2 months from
the date the winner submitted the correct answer, will receive 4, $10 gift cards from Tim Horton’s.
Otherwise, any winner of our Council trivia contest who does not invite an individual to join our Council
will win the usual $10 gift card from Tim Horton’s. This trivia contest rule change will expire on
December 31, 2025, unless the Council votes to extend this rule change.

Announcement & Event Details

Thurs. May 1 — Sr. Knights Meeting — 1:30 PM

The Sr. Knights meeting will be held on May 1, 2025 at 1:30 PM at the Matthew Glab Post. All
Council #2243 Knights, age of 55 and older, are eligible and encouraged to join the Sr. Knights Social
Club. This is a terrific club! Simply contact Otto Johnson at (716) 998-4433 to join. The discussion will
focus on the scheduling of future events, followed by a terrific lunch.

Sun. May 4 - KofC “Discipleship & Doughnuts” After 8 & 10 AM Mass at OLV Basilica

The next Coffee & Doughnuts, aka “Discipleship & Doughnuts” will take place on Sunday, May 4th,
after the 8 & 10 AM Mass at OLV Basilica in the Marian Room on the lower level. Come for Mass and
stay for free coffee, juice and doughnuts afterwards. This event is sponsored by the generosity of the Fr.
Baker Council #2243 of the Knights of Columbus and hosted by the Columbiettes. We will be using this
time to inform parishioners about the Knights and particularly, Fr. Baker Council and the Columbiettes.
This is also another opportunity to recruit new members.

Sat. May 10 — KofC WNY Chapter Meeting Rescheduled to June 14th

The next meeting will be held on Saturday, June 14, 2025 at the Fatima Shrine Council, located in

Youngstown, NY. The doors open at 8:30 AM for a continental breakfast with the meeting start
at 9:00 AM.

Wed. May 14 — Regular Council Meeting - 7:00 PM

Our regular Council meeting will take place on Wednesday, May 14, 2025 at 7 PM sharp at our
COUNCIL OFFICE at 780 Ridge Road. The meeting will focus on new fraternal activities for the
upcoming fraternal year and the June election of officers. Brother Knights, with a large number of
officer vacancies anticipated, it’s time to step-up, become an officer and get involved with the
direction and future of your Council. Remember, this is your Council. Come early, enjoy some food!
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Announcement & Event Details

Tues. May 27 — Council Business Meeting — 6:30 PM

Our Council business meeting will take place on Tuesday, May 27, 2025 at 6:30 PM at our Council

Office at 780 Ridge Road. The meeting will focus our financial planning strategy and the upcoming
election of officers. Come early and enjoy some food!

Wed. May 28 — Columbiettes Meeting — 6:30 PM

The Columbiette’s meeting will be held on Wednesday, May 28, 2025 at 6:30 PM at the OLV
Community Room in the basement of OLV Basilica. This meeting will focus on the programs and
 activities scheduled for 2025. A summary of the items discussed will be included in the June newsletter.

Columbiettes Corner

Another Easter has come and gone: The Columbiettes hope everyone had a blessed and happy Easter.
Our Auxiliary was delighted to help ten needy families for their Easter dinner this year. Baskets filled
with ham steaks, potatoes, canned vegetables, bread, a butter lamb, and of course a chocolate bunny and
jelly beans were delivered to Notre Dame Academy families before the school closed for spring break.
Principal Leanne Brennan was so excited to be able to help her Notre Dame families have a special

holiday celebration. She was so thankful to the Columbiettes for their support and generosity to-the
community.

Our Veterans Day donation project is alive and well. Donation boxes are located at each of the four
entrances to the Basilica. Parishioners have been generous with their donations of toiletries for our
Western New York Heroes. Donated items will be packed at the end of May and delivered to the veterans
(just in time for Memorial Day). The Columbiettes are so happy to make our local veterans feel
appreciated for all they have done for us. Should you be attending Mass at the Basilica during May,
please consider donating any toiletries to this important cause. Our veterans and our Auxiliary thank you!

The Columbiettes June 2025 3-Digit Nightly Lottery Numbers Drawing has begun. Tickets are $5
each or 5 for $20 and are available after weekend Masses at the Basilica. As the saying goes, “you gotta
be in it to win it!” Everyone’s help will be so much appreciated! Thank you!

Don’t forget the next Donuts and Discipleship will take place on Sunday, May 4th after the 8 and 10
AM Masses. Please stop by for a donut, coffee or juice. Come meet other parishioners and perhaps strike
up a new friendship. Visit the Columbiettes table for information about our Auxiliary, to learn about
joining, or just want an answer to a question you may have. Also, tickets for the June 2025 fundraiser
will be available for purchase at the Columbiette’s table.

Columbiette Birthday - April birthday wishes are extended to Columbiette’s Vice President
Kathleen Rogers. Kathleen celebrates her birthday on April 29®. May you have a great day Kathleen and
be blessed with many more birthdays!

Looking forward to May for the flowers that the many April showers poured upon us. Have a
wonderful month and may it be everything you have hope for and more! Blessings.
Submitted by,
President Linda Smolen
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Columbiettes Corner — cont.

Father Baker Columbiettes #2243
JUNE 2025
3-Digit Daily Lottery Number Drawing
Tickets: $5 each or 5 for $20
To Benefit Local Charities

BN o i) 3o

Columbiette’s Veteran’s Donation Box Columbiete’s 3-Digit Ticket Information




