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UPCOMING
E@.ﬂ_—.-hm—u The Father Baker Council is preparing for the upcoming election of officers
Council Election of Officers at  for the 2024/2025 fraternal year. All positions except the Financial Secretary, -
Reg. Council Mtg two current Trustees and the Chaplain are up for election or re-election. Candidates
7:00 PM -Pg 1 must be a 3™ or 4™ Degree member of Fr. Baker Council, in good standing, and
Sun. Aug, 11 _Fr. Baker would like to have your name placed in nomination for a particular council office
Council “Annual Picnic” position, please contact one of the members of the Nominating Committee. The
1:00 — 5:00 PM —Pg 6 committee is comprised of Terry McCann (716-662-5723), Gene Mendrysa (716-
634-8997) and Bob Meegan (716-348-6119).
Sat. Aug. 17
Special Olympics Golf Likewise, current incumbents of the Council offices must make their intentions
Tournament at Rizzo’s at known by contacting one of the members of the Nominating Commitiee before the
Rothland Golf Course—Pg7  May 8th meeting. Each must declare his intention to either:
Thurs. May 2 e Run for re-election to the office position he currently occupies or,
Sr. Knights Mtg at Glab Post = Run for election to a different office position or,
1:30 PM —Pg 5 e Decline to run for office.
Sun. May 5 - o -
KofC Coffee & Doughnuts Thc.fullg:;:l‘lf z;li gp;muons are up for election:
After 8 & 10 AM OLV Masses )
REBalica Wivas Room Fgs - Deputy Grand Knight
¢ Recorder (aka, Recording Secretary)
Tues. Mav 7 s Treasurer
KofC — Buffalo Bisons e Chancellor
Baseball Game e . Advocate
6:00 PM - Pg 5 %  Wardai
Wed. Mav 8 ¢ Inside Guard
Reg. Council Mig at Glab Post + OQutside Guard
T:00 PM —Pg 5 e Trustee (1)
Wed. May 29 )
Columbiette’s Mtg a Glab Post Descriptions of the roles and responsibilities of the above elected positions
6:30 PM - Pg 5 can be found in this newsletter attachments.
Fri. May 31 5 A s |
WNY Chapter Mg at Financial Secretary Message
St. Gregory Council
7:30 PM - Pg 5 Color Corps of the 4'® Degree

GK — Mike McKeating
716-228-5129

FS — John Radwan
T16~675-1804

Insur. Agent — Mike
Gruszewski - 716-579-4312

The Color Corps of the 4" Degree meets every second Thursday of each
Month from 6 PM to 7:30 PM at the Fr. Justin Council in Cheektowaga. All
4™ Degree members interested in joining the Color Corps, are welcome to
attend. Current Color Corps members should bring your beret, sword,
social baldric and white gloves.
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Financial Secretary Message — cont.

Council Dues

—_—

Council members who have still not paid their annual dues for 2024 are encouraged to do so ASAP
before Supreme office suspends their membership.

March Lottery Number Drawings Official List of Winners

Thank you to all of our members and friends who purchased tickets for our council’s March lottery
Number drawings. Congratulation to all winners. Included in this edition of the Arma Dextra is the
official list of the winners of our March 2024 Daily Lottery Numbers Drawing,

Doughnuts & Discipleship at QOLV Basilica

The next “Meet and Greet” will take place on Sunday, May 5, after the 8 AM and 10 AM Masses at
OLV Basilica in the Marian Room on the lower level. Come for Mass and stay for coffee, juice and
doughnuts afterwards. This event is sponsored by the generosity of the Fr. Baker Council #2243 of the
Knights of Columbus and hosted by the Columbiettes. We will be using this time to inform parishioners
about the Knights and particularly, Fr. Baker Council and the Columbiettes. This is also another
opportunity to recruit new members. Brother Knights are encouraged to invite family, friends and co-
workers who may want to learn more on becoming a Knight, or a Columbiette.

Deceased Kof(C Members and Family

Please remember the Iwankow family in your thoughts and prayers for the passing of Theresa
Iwankow, age 90. Theresa was the mother of Council member Thomas E. Iwankow, and grandmother of
Council members, Thomas D., Michael G., and Gary [wankow.

Also, please keep the Grupka family in your thoughts and pravers. James H. Grupka, who was the
KofC State Chairman for Vocations, passed away on April 8, 2024. Jim was instrumental in starting the
Knights of Columbus Immaculate Conception Council in East Aurora. Jim served as the Grand Knight
for several years and helped to accomplish many new programs. He was also passionate in supporting
vocations to the priesthood, especially the Knights of Columbus RSV Program. He was also known for
his service at the Christ the King Seminary. Jim served his country in combat in Vietnam receiving a
Purple Heart and was awarded three Bronze Stars. Brother Jim will be buried at Arlington National
Cemetery. Jim’s obituary can be viewed at the Kenneth Howe Funeral Home website. Our Council had
the pleasure of working with Jim on our Faith-in-Action RSV Program helping to support Diocesan
seminanans, including Jeffrey Donovan, who was ordained a priest on June 3, 2023.

Mayv 2024 “Happy Birthdav” Brothers

Best Birthday wishes to all Brother Knights who have birthdays in the month of May. Hope you
enjoy your day and may “God Bless You Always™!

Happy Birthday to: Andrew J. Bolibrzuch, Andrew M. Bonay, Thomas J. Burke, Maurice B. Casey,

John M. Cleary Jr., Terrance P. Dunford, Brian J. Gannon, Brendan J. GGannon, Michael E. Harig, James
(1. Hamty, Gary J. Twankow, Alvin E. Kelchlin, John G. Kraus Jr., Richard J. Lunz, William K.
Mayback, James McGroarty, Sean R. Meegan, John W. Murray, John F. (O"Mara Jr., Michael L.. Osbome,
David W. Parker, Eugene T. Partridge, Roger P. Pigeon, Glenn D). Reid, Daniel R. Romaszko, Mark IH.
Skierczynski, Stephen J. Sprada, Gregory J. Stachowski, Robert J. Szczygiel and Gregory P. Vaughn.
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Trivia Contest — Mav 2024

Congratulations to our April Trivia contest winner, Chuck Skipper, who was the first to correctly
answer the question... Who was Moe Berg and what was he noted for? The correct answer... Moe Berg
was a mediocre major league baseball catcher educated at NYTJ, Princeton and Columbia. It is unusual
that an average ballplayer would be included with the major league all-stars who traveled to play ball in
Japan. But Moe’s primary reason for going to Japan was not to play baseball but to take motion picture
shots of the skyline and other important parts of Tokyo. Moe was recruited into the Office of Strategic
Services (later called the CIA) during World War II. Moe is noted for being a major league ballplayer as
well as serving as a spy for his country. Chuck thanks for playing our Council Trivia contest and hope
you enjoy vour $10 gift card from Tim Horton’s.

(Question — How many pitches did it take for Don Larsen to pitch a perfect game against the Dodgers in
the 1956 World Series, also how many strikes and how many balls? Remember, to email your answer to
(Gene Mendrysa at gene.mendrysaigiemail.com Just a reminder, those who won in the last 90 days are
ineligible. Good Luck!

District Deputy’s Report & Council Elections

The Ihstrict Deputy 15 urging all PGK’s to consider becoming the next District Deputy. Ed Hughes® term
will end on June 30, 2024. Those interested in seeking the position of District Deputy should contact Ed
immediately. Hd can be reached at (716) 806-8321, or at coachedics2002(@yahoo.com

Congratulations to Council #2243 Members

Congratulations to Fr. Baker Council #2243 members, Neal Goldwater and Michael Daley, who on
April 13%, became 4" Degree members of the Knights of Columbus & Msgr. Leo J. Toomey Assembly.

(I-r) Neal Goldwater and Michael Daley at the 4™ Degree Induction Ceremony
at KofC Hamburg Counecil #2220 - April 13, 2024
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Columbiettes Corner

Happy Easter at OLV Elementary School!

The Columbiette officers met and talked about what they could do for their next charitable act. It was
brought up that you see Thanksgiving and Christmas baskets get distributed to those less fortunate in the
community. Why not Easter baskets? So, it was voted on by the membership that we speak to the
Principal of OLV Elementary School, Mrs. Szlosek, about giving the baskets to the children she felt most
needy. She said “yes!” she chose ten families for the baskets. Qur treasurer, Susan Zullich, did all of the
shopping. The baskets were filled with hams, mashed potatoes, vegetables, rye bread, butter lambs,
danish and a chocolate bunny.

Linda Smolen, President and Susan delivered the ten Easter baskets to the school. The Columbiettes
truly felt the spirit of giving to the families of the OLV Elementary School. We are grateful for the
partnership we have made with Mrs. Szlosek. This was a very Happy Laster for us all!

(I-r) Columbiettes Linda Smolen and Susan Zullich pictured with the Easter Baskets
Ready For Delivery to OLV Elementary School in Lackawanna, New York




Page 5 of 7 Knights of Columbus — Fr. Baker Council #2243

Announcement & Event Details

Thurs. May 2 — Sr. Knights Meeting — 1:30 P?

The Sr. Knights meeting will be held on May 2, 2024 at 1:30 PM at the Matthew Glab Post. All
Couneil #2243 Knights, age 55 and over, are eligible and encouraged to join the Sr. Knights Social Club.
This 1s a terrific club! Simply contact Otto Johnson at (716) 998-4433 to join.

Sun. May 5~ KofC Council & Doughnuts After 8 & 10 AM Masses at OLV Basilica

The next “Meet and Greet” will take place on Sunday, May 35, aflter the 8 AM and 10 AM Masses at
OLV Basilica in the Marian Room on the lower level. Come for Mass and stay for coffee, juice and
doughnuts afterwards. This event is sponsored by the gencrosity of the Fr. Baker Council #2243 of the
Knights of Columbus and hosted by the Columbiettes. We will be using this time to inform parishioners
about the Knights and particularly, Fr. Baker Council and the Columbiettes. This is also another
opportunity to recruit new members. Brother Knights are encouraged to invite family, friends and co-
workers who may want to learn more on becoming a Knight, or a Columbiette.

Tues. May 7 Buffalo Bisons vs Worchester Red Sox — 6:00 PM

Our Council has purchased 25 tickets to the Tuesday, May 7% Buffalo Bisons baseball game against
the Worchester Red Sox! The game starts at 6 PM. This is a “Council 2243 Members Only” event.
We wall be mn Suite #22 on the first base side. There is no cost to the council members attending the game
other than your own parking fee. A 510 (refundable) ticket reservation fee needs to be paid to John
Radwan in order to secure your spot. Your $10 will be refunded to yvou only if you attend the game. If
you don’t, 1t will be forfeited unless another Council member takes vour place. Fourteen (14) tickets have
already been reserved by our Council members. Only 11 tickets remain available as of April 19. If you
are interested, please let John Radwan know immediately by phone or text message to 716-597-8893. DO
NOT RESPOND BY EMAIL. Ticket reservations will be honored on a “first come/first served™ basis.
Hot dogs, chips/pretzels/dip, as well as pop and water will be provided by the council. Beer can be
purchase using credit card; cash is not accepted at the ballpark’s concession stands. Contact John
(716-597-8893) if you have questions. (et out to the ballpark and have a good time!!

Wed. May 8  Regular Council Meeting - 7:00 PM

Our regular Council meeting will take place on Wednesday, May 8, 2024 at 7 PM sharp at the
Matthew Glab Post. All Council members are mvited and encouraged to attend these meetings. Qur focus
will be on the nominations of council officers for the June 12" election and a review of our upcoming
summer events. Consider getting involved with the direction and future of vour Couneil. Your input 15
important as we move forward.

Wed. May 29 — Columbiette’s Regular Meeting — 6:30 PM

The Columbiette’s meeting will be held on May 29, 2024 at 6:30 PM at the Matthew Glab Post. A
summary of the items discussed will be included in our June Arma Dextra newsletter.

Iri. May 31 —~ WNY Chapter/Conference Meeting 7:30 PM

The next WNY Chapter mecting will be held on May 31, 2024 at 7:30PM at St. Greg’s Council in
Ambherst NY. This meeting will also include training sessions for current and incoming counecil officers.




Page 6 of 7 Knights of Columbus_ — Fr. Baker Council #2243

Upcoming Events — cont.

Mon. June 17 - Bishop Burse Dinner
The annual “Bishop Burse” dinner will be held at [lio DiPaolo Restaurant on Monday, June 17, 2024.
More information will be included in the June edition of the Arma Dextra and our council website.

Sun. August 11 — Fr. Baker Annual Council Member Family Picnic — 1:00 to 5:00

Our Annual Council Family Picnic is scheduled for Sunday, August 11, 2024 from 1:00 — 5:00 PM
and will be held at Our Lady of Bistrica Catholic Church Pavilion at 1619 Abbott Road in Lackawanna.
Weidner BBQ Catering will be providing the food which includes BBQ chicken + ribs, with buttered
spuds, BBQ beans, macaroni and chef salads, coleslaw, roll with butter and deserts. Beer, wine soda pop
and water are included. Dennis George “Quiz Master™ will be back, as well as the 50/50 drawing and the
ever popular “Lottery Hat” ratfle.

The cost for members and their guests 1s only $25. Simply mail the form below and payment 1o Gene
Mendrysa at 5029 Shimerville Road, Clarence, NY 14031, or contact Gene at (716) 634-8997 for
additional reservation and payment details. Reserve your seating early as this is a popular event.

If paying by check, please make the check payable to: Fr. Baker Council #2243.

Sun. August 11 — Fr. Baker Council Sweepstakes Raffle

The Council’s annual “Summer Sweeps™ drawing will take place at our annual picnic on August 11 at
Our Lady of Bistrica parish pavilion. Eight cash prizes will be awarded (1* place prize - $2,500; 2™ place
prize - $1,500; 3 place prize - $500: 4™ to 8™ place prizes - $100 each). The seller(s) of each winning
ticket will receive an amount equal to 10% of the winning ticket amount! Tickets are $20 each and are
now available to buy and sell by contacting John Radwan at (716-597-8893). Tickets will also be

available at the May 2nd meeting of the Senior Knights Social Club and at our Council’s May 8* meeting
at the Matthew Glab Post.

Father Baker K of C #2243
Summer Sweepstakes Raffie
1st Prize - $2,500.00 * 2nd - Prize $1500.00
3rd Prize - $500.00 * 4th-8th Prize - $100.00
August 11, 2024

10% INCENTIVE TO SELLER FOR 8 PRIZES
{IRS Regulations Apply)
Donation $20.00

Fr. Baker Council #2243 Thanks You for Your Support
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Upcoming Events — cont.

Sat. August 17 -~ KofC Day of Caring Golf Tournament

The Special Olympics Golf Tournament, sponsored by the WNY Conference of the KofC, will be held
at Rizzo’s at Rothland Golf Coursr in Akron on Saturday, August 17, 2024. Save the date. More info to
follow on our website (fatherbakerkofc.com) and in our June newsletter.

Fr. Baker Council #2243

——

o Knights of Columbus
Yowre Inwviteds Council Members® Family Picnic

Ter Sunday, Aug. 11,2024 1-5PM

o Our Lady of Bistrica Croatian Catholic Church Pavilion
Our PienicBBR 1619 Abbott Road, Lackawanna, NY

MENTU: ¥ BBQ chicken + ribs combo with battered spuds, coleslaw, roll & butter, BBQ) beans, chef salad, macaroni salad and
desserts. Beer, wine, soda pop and water also included. DESSERTS WOULD BE APPRECIATED. PLEASE LET US
KNOW IF YOU CAN CONTRIBUTE!

NOTE: PAYMENT MUST BE RECEIVED BY AUG. 2
MONEY WILL NOT BE COLLECTED AT THE DOOR

Council Member Name (print) ) _Phouss 000 525,00

_ Guests (additional $25.00 each).  +_

TOTAL

MAIL YOUR FORM & PAYMENT TO: (zene Mendrysa
5029 Shimerville Road
Clarence, NY 14031

Reservations or Questions? Contact Gene Mendrysa (716-634-8997)




COUNCIL OFFICER ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES

Each year your council elects and appoints new men to take on leadership roles within
your council. Sometimes these roles are well-defined while other times the role may be
expanded based on that individuals talents or interests.

Elected Positions

Grand Knight - The grand knight is the council's chief executive officer. He is
responsible for setling council goals and ensuring that all officers fulfill their duties in
reaching these objectives. He presides over all meetings; appoints program and
committee directors as needed; fills officer roles in the event of vacancies; countersigns
checks and orders for payment; and oversees the council’s degree team. Ideally, the
grand knight should be a junior so that as a senior he can serve as a mentor for the next
grand knight. The grand knight must complete the Safe Environment training.

Deputy Grand Knight - The deputy grand knight serves as the grand knight's right-hand
man and fills in for the grand knight when he is not present. Some deputy grand knights
serve as their council’s program director. Ultimately. he assists the grand knight in
leading the council and reaching council objectives. In some councils, the deputy grand
knight role might be used to groom a possible grand knight candidate for the following
year. Finally, the deputy grand knight may serve as a liaison between the council and
other groups that share similar interest (i.e. Newman Club, pro-life club, etc.).

Chancellor - The chancellor assists both the grand and deputy grand knights in the
leading of the council by engaging and strengthening the council's membership. His
primary responsibilities include recruiting and retaining members and to this end he
should set up events that display the values and principles of the Knights of Columbus.
The chancellor should participate in the council's degree team and should serve on both
the Admission and Retention committees.

Treasurer — The treasurer is responsible for managing the council funds, whether in
bank or school accounts. He receives money from the financial secretary and deposits
funds into council accounts. He is also responsible for paying all council expenses. He
also balances and verifies the ledger and keeps the updated budget approved by the
council. He should have some experience in bookkeeping and using bank checking
accounts.



Advocate - The advocate acts as council parliamentarian. He should be knowledgeable
in Robert's Rules of Order and Methods of Conducting a Council Meeting {#1937).
He may seek legal assistance from the state advocate, should issues arise. The

advocate should be able to take on additional responsibilities as the council deems
necessary.

Recorder - The recorder has the responsibility of recording all meetings and events held
by the council. He should record minutes, conversations and other information helpful to
the council and prepare them to be distributed to the membership in a timely manner.
Additionally, he should help with council event notifications, council meeting reminders,
and assist with council social media responsibilities. He should be experienced in using
Microsoft Word, emailing and social media platforms.

Warden - The warden is responsible for the property owned by the council. He is also in
charge of setting up meetings and leads both the inside and outside guards. Many
college councils utilize the warden and guards as custodians of the campus ministry
property which may include raking leaves, shoveling snow and assisting with interior
maintenance.

Inside/Outside Guards - The inside and outside guards carry out tasks given to them by
the grand knight and foliow the warden's orders. They are responsible for checking
membership cards and allowing entrance to meetings. Councils should consider
appointing additional inside and outside guards, especially among promising freshmen,
as this provides early leadership opportunities.

Trustees (3) - The trustees advise the grand knight, supervise the council's financial
maitters, and conduct the semiannual audits. Usually the immediate past grand knight
will serve as a trustee.



WINNERS OF OUR MARCH 2024 DAILY LOTTERY NUMBER DRAWINGS:

Date of
EVENING Ticket # Prize Amt Rec'd P‘ICKET WINNER Ticket Sold By
Drawing
3/1/2024 817 $25.00 __Donald Thompson ~Don Thompson
3/2/2024 650 $25.00 Anthony Fortini [Don Thompson
3/3/2024 269 $25.00 Emma Wade _ Jerry Broderick
3/4/2024 303 _ $25.00 Denis Jacques Denis Jacques |
352024 | 069 $2500 |  Raymond Checko ~ Ray Checko
3/6/2024 987 $25.00 Daniel Piotrowski Dan Piotrowski _
3/7/2024 | 588 NOT PURCHASED | ——————— | ——————— |
| 3/8/2024 507 | $25.00 Jill Schaefer Dave Schaefer
| 3/9/2024 281 $25.00 John Sowinski | John Sowinski
3/10/2024 364 $25.00 Rev. James Cunningham John Radwan
| 3/11/2024 166 $25.00 Arlene Mendrysa Gene Mendrysa
 3/12/2024 151 $25.00 Stanley Polonski Stan Polonski
| 3/13/2024 082 $25.00 Brian Borozynski Ray Checko _
3/14/2024 251 $25.00 ~Jim Vaughan |___ Jerry Broderick
3/15/2024 | 679 | NOT PURCHASED e J et
3/16/2024 148 $25.00 Joseph Grew Joe Grew
3/17/2024 198 $100.00 Eugene Mendrysa Gene Mendrysa
3/18/2024 877 $25.00 Linda Longo ~ Sam Longo
3/19/2024 foc $100.00 ~_Jim Vaughan Jerry Broderick
3/20/2024 372 $25.00 Richard Trzyna John Radwan
N Council 2243 Sr Knighis
3/21/2024 344 $25.00 Social Club Otto Johnson |
3222024 | 049 | $25.00 _ Howard Jordan __ Ray Checko
3/23/2024 667 $25.00 Kevin Surdyke Kevin Surdyke
3/24/2024 568 $25.00 William Conwall Jerry Broderick
| 32502024 | 414 NOT PURCHASED | ____——= |
Council 2243 Sr Knights
 3/26/2024 944 _$2500 |  Social Club Otto Johnson
32772024 111 $25.00 Rick Diamond John Radwan
3/28/2024 069 $25.00 Raymond Checko Ray Checko
3/29/2024 061 T $25.00 Rose Metzler Ray Checko
3/30/2024 578 NOT PURCHASED | |
L 3/31/2024 532 $100.00 Christopher Buchnowski Chris Buchnowski |

Stay tuned for ticket sales for our August “Summer Sweeps” Raffle!



