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2025 March Calendar

Sun. Mar. 2

Donuts & Discipleship
After 8 & 10 AM OLV Mass
in Marian Room — Pg 4

Wed. Mar. 5
Ash Wednesday
Lent Begins

Thurs. Mar. 6
Sr. Knights Mtg at Glab Post
1:30 PM -Pg 4

Sat. Mar. 8
WNY Chapter Mtg at

Hamburg Council #2220
8:30 AM Breakfast — Pg 4

Wed. Mar. 12
Reg. Council Mtg at Office
7:00 PM - Pg 4

Tues. Mar. 18
Healing Mass at OLV
7:00 PM - Pg 4

Mon. Mar. 24
Council Bus. Mtg at Office
6:30 PM -Pg 4

Wed. Mar. 26
Columbiette Mtg at OLV

Community Room
6:30 PM - Pg 4

GK - Gene Mendrysa
716-634-8997

FS - John Radwan
716-675-1804

Insur. Agent — Mike
Gruszewski 716-579-4312

“Ash Wedﬁ@m@y & Lent - 2025!”

Columbiette, Kathleen Rogers Prowded Permnssnon to Use Thls Plcture That She Took

Dear Brother Knights,

Blessed Michael J. McGivney can give us a helping hand in our Lenten self-
denial and spiritual growth. The help he offers is embedded in the very principles
of Charity, Unity and Fraternity upon which he built the Knights of Columbus.

Lent the McGivney way boils down to this, Charity corresponds to almsgiving;
Unity to prayer; and Fraternity to fasting. Guided by the principles that our Founder
left us, may we experience the best Lent ever.

Our Lady of Victory — Pray for Us! Gene Mendrysa -GK
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Financial Secretary Message

Healing Mass at OLV Basilica

Fr. Richard DiGiulio will celebrate a Healing Mass in the Basilica on Tuesday, March 18 at 7 PM.
Everyone knows of someone who is in need of healing whether it be physical, mental or emotional in nature.
We encourage you to spread the word of this important event and attend if you can. Considering the number
of Council members who need healing, the timing of this Mass is appropriate. A “Prayer of Petition”
to Venerable Nelson Baker, will also be said during the Mass. “Prayer of Petition™ prayer cards will be
distributed at the entrances inside the Basilica to those in attendance by members of Father Baker Council
#2243. Member volunteers who would like to help with this task should call John Radwan at 716-597-8893.

OLV Elementary School Fundraiser

The OLV annual sweepstakes will take place on Saturday, March 29 in the OLV School gym. Doors
open at 5:30 PM; festivities begin at 6 PM. Get your tickets now! Each ticket is $50 and admits two guests
(age 21+) for a chance to win one of the 30 cash prizes, including a $10,000 Grand Prize! Pizza, snacks
and beverages furnished; feel free to bring your own food/snacks! Tickets available after weekend Masses at
the OLV Gift Shop, during office hours at the rectory or OLV Elementary School office and online by going to:
http//www.olvbasilica.org and click on “Donate”. For more information, call Rick Diamond at 716-253-4679.

Lackawanna Legends (Youth) Baseball League

The Legends Baseball League fundraising meat raffle will be held at the Matthew Glab Post on Saturday,
March 29", Doors open at 6 PM; first spin at 7PM. Admission is $10 and includes draft beer and pop. To
purchase tickets, contact Jen at 716-800-1259 or request tickets by emailing: lackawannalegends@gmail.com.
Our Council sponsors a team annually and will also be supporting this fundraising.

Upcoming Fourth Degree Ceremony

The next 4™ Degree exemplification in Western New York will be held on Saturday, April 5, 2025.
More information will be emailed to current 3™ Degree Council 2243 members, as soon as it becomes available.

NY State Council Hich School Scholarships

All applications for Scholarships and Grants are due April 1 at the New York State Council Offices. The
applications are available by selecting SCHOLARSHIPS on the NYS website at www.newyvorkknights.com.
Current eight graders entering Parochial High Schools are eligible for consideration.

KofC College Scholarships

Applications are available between March 5™ thru April 15™ of this year. An applicant must be:

1. Entering freshman year of a four-year, undergraduate program, leading to a bachelor’s degree, at a Catholic
college or Catholic university, in the United States.

2. A member in good standing of the Knights of Columbus, a son or daughter of such a member, or of a such
deceased member, who at the time of death, was in good standing, or a Columbian Squire in good standing.

For information call (203) 752-4332. For an application, go to:
http://www.kofc.org/en/what-we-do/scholarships/index.html
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Financial Secretary Message — cont.

March 2025 “Happy Birthday” Brothers

Best Birthday wishes to all Brother Knights who have birthdays in the month of March. Hope you
enjoy your day and may “God Bless You Always”!

Happy Birthday to: Rev. Paul Bossi, Joseph A. Bunk, Edmund J. Callahan, Jacob DiJoseph, Joseph F.
Ferron, Leroy J. Flagg Jr., Patrick J. Gannon, James E. Hall, William F. MacDonald, Eugene R.

Mendrysa, Arthur T. Pluta, Ryan A. Quinn, Mark S. Rojek, Michael F. Russell, David S. Whiteman and
John D. Zak.

Pray for the Deceased and the Sick

e Deceased - Please pray for the following Council member and his family during this difficult time:
Sadly, we report the passing of KofC and Fr. Baker Council #2243 member, Gerald
“Sobi” Sobaszek, at the age of 82. Sobi, a member of the KofC for 35 years, was a loyal
supporter of our Council’s events and fundraising activities. His absence from the Senior
Knights Social Club’s monthly meetings will be sorely felt. Please remember Sobi and
his family in your thoughts and prayers.
e Sick — Also, please pray for the following Council members: Fred Bradley, Jim Tojek, Don
Thompson, Sal Howard and Columbiettes President Linda Smolen. Also, please pray
for John Sowinski’s wife, Elaine Sowinski.

Trivia Contest — March 2025

We are sad to report that there were no winners in the February trivia contest. The correct answer to
the question... What is the nickname of the first baseman who played for Warsaw Grill and the Polish
Home in the Lackawanna city leagues in the late 50’s and early 60°s? The correct answer was Lightning,
a nickname given to Ray Potwora, one of the best first basemen to play baseball during this time period.
This was an exciting contest, especially with Jim Maj and Ron Szemetowicz, both of whom knew and
played ball with Ray, and spent a lot of time having fun and coming up with nicknames that were very,
very close, but not exactly the correct answer.

Question — Which Past Grand Knight was selected by the Diocese of Buffalo as the Catholic “Man of
the Year”? Remember to email your answer to Gene Mendrysa at gene.mendrysa@gmail.com The

winner will receive a $10 gift card from Tim Horton’s. A reminder, those who won in the last 90 days are
ineligible. Good Luck!

Faith-in-Action Proeram Update of the KofC Free Throw Contest

With the limited information received at the time of our newsletter printing, we are happy to report
that Fr. Baker Council member, Bruce Coleman’s grandson, Noah Risinger won at the District Com-
petition at Kenmore’s Madonna Council. Noah will now travel to Syracuse to compete at the Conference
Competition scheduled for March 8". Congratulation to Noah. We wish you all the best in Syracuse.
We’re sure your grandfather is very proud of your success. We’ll be routing for you!
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Announcement & Event Details

Sun. Mar. 2 - KofC “Discipleship & Doughnuts” After 8 & 10 AM Mass at OLV Basilica

The next Coffee & Doughnuts, aka “Discipleship & Doughnuts” will take place on Sunday, March
2nd, after the 8 & 10 AM Mass at OLV Basilica in the Marian Room on the lower level. Come for Mass
and stay for free coffee, juice and doughnuts afterwards. This event is sponsored by the generosity of the
Fr. Baker Council #2243 of the Knights of Columbus and hosted by the Columbiettes. We will be using
this time to inform parishioners about the Knights and particularly, Fr. Baker Council and the
Columbiettes. This is also another opportunity to recruit new members. All are encouraged to join.

Thurs. Mar. 6 — Sr. Knights Meeting — 1:30 PM

The Sr. Knights meeting will be held on March 6, 2025 at 1:30 PM at the Matthew Glab Post. All
Council #2243 Knights, age of 55 and older, are eligible and encouraged to join the Sr. Knights Social
Club. This is a terrific club! Simply contact Otto Johnson at (716) 998-4433 to join. The discussion will
focus on the scheduling of future events, followed by a terrific lunch.

Sat. Mar. 8 - KofC WNY Chapter Meeting

The next meeting will be held on Saturday, March 8, 2025 at the Hamburg Council, located at 36
Pierce Ave, Hamburg, NY 14075. The doors open at 8:30 AM for a continental breakfast with the
meeting start at 9:00 AM.

Wed. Mar. 12 — Regular Council Meeting - 7:00 PM

Our regular Council meeting will take place on Wednesday, March 12, 2025 at 7 PM sharp at our
COUNCIL OFFICE at 780 Ridge Road. The meeting will focus on new fraternal activities for the
upcoming fraternal year. We welcome your input. Brother Knights, you are always welcome to attend
our meetings. Come, and get involved with the direction and future of your Council. Come early and
enjoy some food!

Tues. Mar. 18 — Healing Mass at OLV Basilica — 7:00 PM

Fr. Richard DiGiulio will celebrate a Healing Mass at OLV Basilica on Tuesday, March 18" at 7:00
PM. Everyone is invited. Volunteers are needed to distribute “Prayer of Petition” prayer cards at the
entrances inside the Basilica. Volunteers should contact John Radwan at 716-597-8893.

Mon. Feb. 24 — Council Business Meeting - 6:30 PM

Our Council business meeting will take place on Monday, March 24, 2025 at 6:30 PM at our Council
Office at 780 Ridge Road. The meeting will focus our financials and planning strategy for the upcoming
year. Come early and enjoy some food!

Wed. Mar, 26 — Columbiettes Meeting — 6:30 PM

The Columbiette’s meeting will be held on Wednesday, March 26, 2025 at 6:30 PM at the OLV
Community Room in the basement of OLV Basilica. This meeting will focus on the programs and

activities scheduled for 2025. A summary of the items discussed will be included in the March Arma
Dextra newsletter.
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Columbiettes Corner

Dunkirk Dave sure new what he was predicting, didn’t he? The snow just keeps falling and so do the
temperatures.

Four new candidates have been initiated as Columbiettes! Welcome Jodie, Melanie, Lauralee and
Debra. We are all so excited to have them join our Auxiliary. I must credit Donuts and Discipleship
Sundays for bringing the four ladies to us. Meeting new people and sharing what we are all about as an
organization means a lot. I especially thank the Columbiettes who volunteer to help out on Donuts and
Discipleship Sundays. They are true ambassadors of the Columbiettes: striking up conversations as they
visit tables of parishioners. Building genuine one-on-one connections with potential candidates is so
important. Personal contact is certainly the way to go.

“Getting involved with the Columbiettes” is the slogan for our upcoming Open House/Social on
Sunday, March 23™ from 11:30 am - 1:30 pm in the Marion Room on the lower level of the Basilica.
Anyone interested in learning more about our Auxiliary, or just finding out what we do, are welcome to
attend. Columbiettes will be on hand to answer questions and provide any information that is needed.
Light refreshments will be served. Please come down to the Marian room before or after the noon Mass
and “Get Involved” with the Father Baker Columbiettes.

Columbiette Birthdays & Needed Pravers

Happy February birthday wishes to Columbiettes’ member, Sarah Howard. Sarah celebrated her
birthday on February 20". May she be blessed with many more birthdays.

We also ask for everyone’s prayers for Columbiettes Maryanne Jackson and Sarah Howard who are
recovering from illness and hospital stays.

(1-r) John Radwan, Terry McCann, Kathleen Rogers & Gene Mendrysa
at OLV’s Marian Room - Doughnuts & Discipleship Sunday, Feb. 16, 2025
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Columbiettes Corner — cont.

(I-r) Columbiette Volunteers, Pat Moscaritolo, Peggy Canfield and Cathy Spina
At Doughnuts & Discipleship Sunday, February 16, 2025 in OLV Basilica’s Marian Room




