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W 'Happy Easter — Alleluia, Alleluial”
. Mar.
gg%“;“f;& Df’t“'%l‘ﬁé"{‘é :tM God our Father, creator of all, today is the day of Easter joy. This is the
M aSIP c;a o morning on which the Lord appeared to men who had begun to lose their hope
dssesa s and opened their eyes to what the Scriptures foretold: that first He must die, and
Thurs. Mar. 7 then He would rise and ascend into the Father’s glorious presence. May the risen
Sr. Knights Mtg at Glab Post  -ord breathe on our minds and open our eyes that we may know Him in the break-
1:30 PM -Pg5 ing of bread, and follow Him in His risen life. Grant this through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Sat. Mar. 9 EWTN Easter Sunday Prayer
WNY Catholic Men’s
Conference at Cardinal at In the spirit of our founder, Blessed Michael J. McGivney, our Helping Hands
Cardinal O’Hara HS Program is designed to help those in need by incorporating the important work
8:30 AM -3:00 PM-Pg 5 KofC councils already do to care for the most disadvantaged members of our
communities. Through this program, councils like ours, will aid the needy, homeless

M—‘-‘-&-—%—é and the addicted through activities they feel best suit their communities, such as,
Reg. Council Mtg at Glab Post 510 at or running a soup kitchen, repairing the facilities of a local service
7:00 PM-Pg 5 organization or something entirely unique. The Helping Hand Program is just one
Sun. Mar. 17 part of our Fr. Baker Council’s “Faith-in-Action™ Mission.
St. Patrick’s Day On February 22, Deputy GK Don Thompson presented a $500 check to Jim
La Fheile Padraig!

i e Hatem of OLV’s St. Vincent de Paul Conference. The St. Vincent de Paul Society
Tues. Mar. 19 helps the needy with donations of food, clothing, furniture, household items,
St. Joseph — Spouse of the counseling and more.
Blessed Virgin Mary
Fri. Mar. 22
WNY Chapter Mtg at
6:30 PM -Pg5
Wed. Mar. 27
Columbiette’s Mtg at Glab Post
6:30 PM -Pg5
Sun. Mar. 31
Easter -The Resurrection of
Our Lord
GK - Mike McKeating
716-228-5129

FS — John Radwan 1ok

716-675-1804 . (1-r) Deputy GK Don Thompson Presenting a $500 Check
Insur. Agent — Mike To Jim Hatem of OLV St. Vincent de Paul Society
Gruszewski-716-579-4312
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Financial Secretary Message

March Lottery Number Drawings

Thank you to all of our members and friends who purchased our Council’s lottery numbers for the
month of March and Good Luck! Remember numbers drawn by the NY State Lottery for the daily
evening drawings are the ones that our fundraiser is based on. Prizes for winning ticket numbers drawn is
$25 for each day except for St. Patrick’s Day (3/17), St. Joseph’s Day (3/19) and Easter Sunday (3/31)
when the prize is $100 for each day! Ticket stubs and payments need to be made immediately. Prize
money will not be awarded for winning ticket numbers if not paid for in advance of drawings. Questions?
Contact John Radwan at 716-675-1894. ’

KofC Free Throw Basketball Competition Results

Rowan Geary, 10-year old girl, from OLV Elementary School won her competition against other 10-
yeaar old girls at the “Regional” Free Throw Contests held at the Kenmore Council on February 241,
Rowan and other winners will advance to the “Upstate NY Conference” competition at Bishop Luddan
High School in Syracuse on March 16™. Let’s pray for Rowan’s continued success. Go Get’em Girl!

Dougshnuts & Discipleship at OLYV Basilica

The next “Meet and Greet” will take place on Sunday, March 3, after the 8 AM and 10 AM Masses at
OLYV Basilica in the Marian Room on the lower level. Come for Mass and stay for coffee, juice and
doughnuts afterwards. This event is sponsored by the generosity of the Fr. Baker Council #2243 of the
Knights of Columbus and hosted by the Columbiettes. We will be using this time to inform parishioners
about the Knights and particularly, Fr. Baker Council, as well as the Columbiettes. This is also another
opportunity to recruit new members. Brother Knights are encouraged to invite family, friends and co-
workers who may want to learn more on becoming a Knight.

Reguest for Pravers for 1ll Members

Please keep in your prayers the Current Council Trustee & NYS Council Treasurer, and PGK, John
Sowinski who is home and recovering from a recent illness. And likewise for Norm & Paulette Mendrysa
who are also at home recovering from illness.

Reguest for Platelets

This an urgent request to all Brother Knights that are able to donate, to contact Roswell Park to
schedule an appointment to make a donation of platelets. The number to call is 716-845-8275. Let them
know that you want to make an appointment to donate platelets and would like them to go to James
Grubka who is a patient at Rosewell. Jim has been a dedicated Brother Knight serving as Grand Knight
of Christ the King Council in East Aurora. He also served as the NY State Vocations Chairman and has
spent many years promoting the RSVP Program and all seminarians in the Diocese.

Good Fridav Family Promotion

Despite Good Friday’s central role in the heart of Christianity, attendance at services remains low. In an
effort to increase parish attendance and involvement in Good Friday services, our Council will conduct a
promotional campaign to educate parishioners on the vital importance of Good Friday. Setting an
example for our community, the Knights in concert with the Columbiettes will attend Good Friday
services with their families and work with the OLV Basilica pastoral staff in promoting Good Friday
services. Members interested in helping with campaign, please contact Gene Mendrysa at 716-634-8997.
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Catholic High School Scholarships & Tuition Grants

Applicants must be 8% graders and must be a son, daughter, grandchild or legal ward of a Knights of
Columbus member in good standing of a Council located in New York State. Children of deceased
members whose demise occurred while in good standing are also eligible. Applications for both
scholarships and tuition grants are available at the NY State Council’s website:
https://www.newvorkknights.com/nys-scholarships.html Completed applications must be received by
the New York State KofC by April 1, 2024.

KofC Scholarships for Freshmen Attending Catholic Colleges

Scholarship applications are available from the Knights of Columbus for incoming college freshmen.
An applicant must be a U.S. student entering freshman year of undergraduate study at a Catholic college
or university in the United States, and either a member in good standing of the KofC or the wife, widow,
son or daughter of such a member or dececased member. More detailed information and applications can
be found at; https://www.kofc.org/en/what-we-do/scholarships/us-undergraduate-scholarships.html?
1tab=1tabl or by calling (855) 670-4787. Completed applications must be received by the Knights of
Columbus Department of Scholarships by April 1, 2024.

Trivia Contest — March 2024

Congratulations to our February Trivia contest winners, David Sasiadek and Dan Piotrowski who were
the first to correctly answer the question... What rock & roll star of the 50°s & 60’s had his 1958 hit song
on board NASA spacecraft Voyager 1 and what was the name of the song? The correct answer was
Chuck Berry and his song was “Johnny Be Good”. Dave & Dan thanks for playing our Council Trivia
contest and hope you enjoy your $10 gift card from Tim Horton’s.

Question — Who was the only apostle to be present at the crucifixion of Jesus on Good Friday? Hint...he
was the youngest apostle, lived to an old age and was not martyred. Remember, to email your answer to

Gene Mendrysa at gene.mendrysa@gmail.com Just a reminder, those who won in the last 90 days are
ineligible. Good Luck!
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2024 “Happyv Birthdavy” Brothers

Best Birthday wishes to all Brother Knights who have birthdays in the month of March. Hope you
enjoy your day and may “God Bless You Always”!

Happy Birthday to: Rev. Paul R. Bossi, Joseph A. Bunk, Edmund J. Callahan, Joseph F. Ferron, Leroy J.
Flagg Jr., James E. Hall, William F. MacDonald, Eugene R. Mendrysa, Arthur T. Pluta, Ryan A. Quinn,
Mark S. Rojek, Michael F. Russell, John L. Tiberio, David S. Whiteman and John D. Zak.

Columbiettes Corner

RECRUIT! RECRUIT! RECRUIT!
That’s what the Fr. Baker Columbiettes #2243 are working hard at all the time. We are very excited to
have initiated 6 new members and we welcome back Ellie Wieleba who joined us back in 2021. Our
auxiliary is so happy to have all of you on board! Pictured are the 4 newest Columbiettes at the initiation
ceremony. Welcome Cathy, Pat, Jackie and Pat. You will see the initiation in the other photo. Special
thanks to Christa Stewart, our District Deputy who presided over the ceremony. Word of mouth is a great
way to build up our membership but so is the written advertisement. Our Columbiette flyer gets put in the
bulletin and handed out at the Doughnuts & Discipleship get togethers at OLV. The Knights and the
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Columbiettes Corner — cont.

Columbiettes work together to let the parishioners know who we are and what we do. If you are
interested in becoming a Columbiette, or a Knight, and have questions, please stop by after the 8 am or 10
am Mass for coffee and a doughnut, held every month in the Marian Room.

Linda Smolen, President

New Ladies Initiated into the Columbiettes Jan. 31, 2024
(I-r) Cathy Spina, Pat Moscaritolo, Jackie Tyrpak and Pat Jarosz

Fr. Baker Columbiettes #2243 Initiation Team
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District Deputy’s 2024 February Report

The District Deputy is urging all PGK’s to consider becoming the next District Deputy. Ed Hughes’ term
will end on June 30, 2024. Those interested in seeking the position of District Deputy should contact Ed
immediately. Ed can be reached at (716) 806-8321, or at coachedics2002(@yahoo.com

Each Council should complete their succession plans now. Nominations are right around the corner. Also,
Confirm the SAFE Training requirement for each Council has been completed.

Announcement & Event Details

Thurs. March 7 — Sr. Knights Meeting — 1:30 PM

The Sr. Knights meeting will be held on March 7, 2024 at 1:30 PM at the Matthew Glab Post. All
Council #2243 Knights, age 55 and over, are eligible and encouraged to join the Sr. Knights Social Club.
This is a terrific club! Simply contact Otto Johnson at (716) 998-4433 to join.

Tues. March 13 — Regular Council Meeting - 7:00 PM

Our regular Council meeting will be held on March 13, 2024 at 7 PM at the Matthew Glab Post. All
Council members, are invited and encouraged to attend these meetings. Our focus will be on the 2023/2024
fraternal year event planning and recruitment. Get involved with the direction and future of your Council.
We’d like to receive your input as we move forward.

Fri. March 22 — WNY Chapter/Conference Meeting 6:30 PM

The next WNY Chapter meeting will be held at a location (as of this printing) yet to be determined. Chapter
meetings usually start at 6:30 PM.

Sat. March 16 - Kof(C Basketball Free Throw “Upstate” Competition

The KofC’s annual basketball free throw contests for all (9-14) year old students, will continue at the
“Upstate” level. This next level of competition will take place at Bishop Luddan High School in

Syracuse, NY 14216 on Saturday, March 16, starting at 12:00 Noon. We’ll all be rooting for our OLV
Elementary School contestant Rowan Geary.

Wed. March 27 — Columbiette’s Regular Meeting — 6:30 PM

The Columbiette’s meeting will be held on March 27, 2024 at 6:30 PM at the Matthew Glab Post. A
summary of the items discussed will be included in our March Arma Dextra newsletter.

Help Wanted

Assistant Editor for the Fr. Baker Council 2243 Arma Dextra Newsletter. This is a volunteer position
and with minimal work hours required.

Under the supervision of the editor the duties include:
« News research
« Securing advertising contacts
« Council document record keeping
« Council management of pictures and photos
« Miscellaneous duties as require



