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2023 Mar. Calendar

Thurs. Mar. 2

Sr. Knights Meeting at
Matthew Glab Past
1:36 PM-Pg4

Tues. Mar. 7
Investment Committee Mtg
Council Off. 7:00 PM - Pg 4

Wed. Mar. 8

Regular Council Meeting at
Matthew Glab Post

7:00 PM - Pg 4

Fri. Mar, 17, 2023
St. Patrick’s Day

“Cead Mile Failte”

Sat. Mar. 25, 2023

Catholic Men’s Fellowship
Of WNY 215t Annual Men’s
Conference - Pg 4

Thurs. Mar. 30, 2023
Columbiette’s Regular Mtg

At Matthew Glab Post
Cancelled '

Fri Mar. 31, 2023
WNY Chapter Mig at

Our Lady of Swormsville
Council Meeting
Dinner at 6:36 PM - Pg 4

GK - Mike Mckeating
716-228-5129

FS — John Radwan
716-675-1804

Insur. Agent — Mike
Gruszewski-716-579-4312

- GK Message “Lent, What Does it Mean?”

Fr. Joseph Mary Wolfe, MFVA EWTN Chaplain, wrote an inspiring article about

. Lent which I"d like to share with you.

Every heart is a heart in need. Every heart, in one way or another, is broken and
cringing from its wounds. For those of us who are aware of our woundedness and need
Jor God, the season of Lent provides us with a way to healing, hope and new life in Jesus.

In St. Paul’s first Letter to the Corinthians, we read: “The message of the Cross
is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the
power of God” (vs. 18). The message of the Cross is the message of Lent. The
spiritual intensity of Lent is meant not only fo lay bare our hearts to God, but to lay
bare His Heart to us. Lent is very much about a give and take between our heart
and the Heart of Jesus.

Consider these words from the book of the Prophet Isiah: “The Lord will give
you bread in adversity and water in affliction” (Is. 30:20). As we fast this Lent and
experience physical and spiritual hunger, let us trust that the Lord Himself will feed
us (most assuredly with His own Body in the Most Holy Eucharist and with His own
sustenance: The Father’s Will). For our part, let us strive to bring consolation to
the Heart of Jesus by offering Him the bread of our small sacrifices and sufferings.
He will give us water in affliction. With gratitude, let us strive to quench His thirst
with our love, our repentance and our humility.

Family, the power of God will meet us in the midst of our weakness...and He will
save us through what the world considers ultimate “weakness” and “folly”. “We
adore You, O Christ, and we bless you, because, by Your holy Cross You have
redeemed the world. " Let us receive the message of the Cross with open arms and
open hearts. Let us welcome Our Lord into our open arms and open hearts. Let us
welcome Our Lord into our redlity, our weakness, our woundedness and the places
of our lives where we most desperately need His love.

Our Lady of Victory, Pray for Us! Gene Mendrysa — PGK

Financial Secretary Message
Annual Council Dues

“Second Notice” postcard reminder have been mailed to the remaining 25
Council members who have not paid their dues for 2023. Please make checks
payable to “Fr. Baker Council #2243”, We’re still awaiting our consultant to enable
our members to pay their dues on-line. We’ll keep you updated when this option
becomes available.
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Financial Secretary Message — Cont.

Basketball Free Throw Competition

As reported earlier the winners of Fr. Baker Council’s “Local” and the “District” basketball free throw
contests were up against stiff competition at the “Regionals” held at Our Lady of Hope Council in Kenmore. As
it turned out, only 3 winners from Christ the King Council will be moving on to the next level of competition.

We wish them well. We are proud of the our “Local” and “District” winners. Congratulations to for advancing
as far as they did:

Jairilyn Velez age 10
Jonathan Bohan age 11
Olivia McDonald age 12
Krista Turner age 14

March Lotiery Number Dailv Drawing

Ticket sales for our March lottery number daily drawing has been brisk. Very few tickets are still
available! Please contact John Radwan (716-675-1804) to purchase tickets. The cost of the ticket is only $5
each. Please return all money and ticket stubs to: Fr. Baker Council #2243, Knights of Columbus, 780 Ridge
Road, Lackawanna, NY 14218 as soon as possible. Good luck to all ticket holders. Your support for our

Council raffle is very much appreciated. Thank you to all the buyers, and the sellers who worked hard to
make this success.

Catholic High School Scholarships & Tuition Grants Offered by NY State Council

Catholic high school scholarships & tuition grants are offered by the NY State Council. Applications for
applying for scholarships or tuition grants to attend Catholic high schools (in NY State) are now available.
Applicants must be preparing to enter their 9% grade (high school freshmen). Applicant must be a son,
daughter, grandchild or legal ward of a Knight of Columbus member in good standing of a Council located in
New York State. Children of deceased members whose demise occurred while in good standing are also
eligible. Scholarship and grant applications must be received by the NY State KofC Council by, or
postmarked, by April 1, 2023. Applications are available online on the Fr. Baker Council’s website
(fatherbakerkofc.com). On the home page, click on “News and Announcements” and scroll down to Catholic
High School Scholarships & Tuition Grant Applications.

Catholic College Scholarships

The Knights of Columbus offers various scholarships to Catholic colleges, universities and seminaries.
An eligible candidate for these scholarships must be a KofC member in good standing. Scholarship
candidates should be entering the freshman year in an approved Catholic college in the United States and its
territories as a fulltime student in a bachelor’s degree program. Deadline to submit applications is April 14%.
For further information and to apply, go to hitps://www.kofc.org/en/what-we-do/scholarships/index html

K of C Degree Advancement

Current 1st & 2nd Degree Fr. Baker Council members are encouraged to advance to the Third Degree of
the Order. Viewing the online or recorded ceremony is easy, only takes 30 minutes and is FREE! The Third
Degree’s lesson is based on the KofC’s principle of “Fraternity”. For more information contact our Financial
Secretary, John Radwan (716 675-1804).
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Fourth Degree Exemplification Ceremony

Current 3™ Degree Council members are invited to advance to the final degree in the Order, based on the
principle of “Patriotism™. The ceremony for all Western NY candidates, will be held at the St. Padre Pio
Chapel in Rochester on Saturday, March 18th. Cost for candidates is $70. Cost for lunch for each guest is
$32 (spouses, council members, etc). Applications and detailed information are available by calling John
Radwan (716-675-1804), or emailing him at jr0410@aol.com.

Deceased Council and Family Members and Pravers for Those in Need

On February 10, James B. Wenzel, brother of Council member Chuck Wenzel and uncle of Council
member Joseph Wenzel, passed away. Please remember the Wenzel family in your prayers.

Also, please keep Paulette Mendrysa, wife on Council member Norman Mendrysa in your prayers as she
recovers at home from a kidney transplant. Also, keep Kevin Gilbride, President of the Sr. Knights, in your
prayers as recovers at home from knee surgery.

Knights of Columbus Insurance — Agent Mike Gruszewski

For all of your K of C insurance needs or questions, please call brother knight, Mike Gruszewski at
716-579-4312. Mike is now our council’s insurance agent. Mike’s email address is:
Michael.Gruszewski@KOFC.ORG. If Mike is unavailable, please contact KofC insurance general agent,
John P. Hoolick at (570) 654-3390, or email at JOHN.HOOLICK @K OFC.ORG.

All members are encouraged to periodically, at least once per year or upon lifestyle changes, to review
your policies, especially your beneficiaries. Also, call Mike to look into the new products that are now
available, especially since interest rates have recently increased. Mike will happily answer your questions.

Color Corps Recruitment

The Color Corps is looking for new members. Each “Assembly” has a Color Corps (honor guard) made
up of Fourth Degree members of the local councils. Fr. Baker Council belongs to the Msgr. Leo Toomey
Assembly. The duties of the members of the Color Corps include being the honor guard at funeral wakes for
deceased Fourth Degree members, being the honor guard for our Bishop at Special Masses and other
celebrations and can represent the KofC in local parades. To learn more about the Color Corps, please
contact Color Corps Commander, Mike Goergen, of the Hamburg Council, at716-649-2113.

Council Recruitment

On January 30, 2023 prospective candidate, Charlie Noonan was approved by our Admission’s
Committee and is now the newest member of the Fr. Baker Council. Please welcome Charlie with open
arms. Please remember we need to grow and not just remain stagnant in our membership totals. We also
encourage all members to reach out to prospective candidates and personally invite them to join. This must
be a team effort. We can do this!! Please call Gene Mendrysa if you have any questions at 716-207-9036.

Trivig Contest — March 2023

Congratulations to our February Trivia contest winner, Jim O’Malley who correctly answered the
question... Who is the owner of our new office located at 780 Ridge Road in Lackawanna? The answer is:
OLV Homes of Charity. Congratulations Jim, hope you enjoy your Tim Horton’s $10. Gift card.

Question — What Dodger great pitched 2 winning games over the NY Yankees in the 1963 World Series? First
correct answer received wins a $10.00 Tim Horton’s gift card. Remember to email your answer to Gene
Mendrysa at gene.mendrysa@gmail.com Good Luck to All!
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Announcement & Event Details

py Birthday” Brothers

Best Birthday wishes to all Brother Knights who have birthdays in the month of March. Hope you enjoy your
day and may “God Bless You Always™!

Happy Birthday to: Rev. Paul R. Bossi, Joseph A. Bunk, Edmund J. Callahan, Joseph F. Ferron, Leroy J. Flagg
Jr., James E. Hall, William F. MacDonald, William F. McNierney, Eugene R. Mendrysa, Arthur T. Pluta, Ryan
A. Quinn, Mark S. Rojek, Michael F. Russell, John L. Tiberio and John D. Zak.

Thurs. March 2 — Senior Knights Meeting — 1:30 PM

The Senior Knights meeting will be held on March 2, 2022 at 1:30 PM at the Matthew Glab Post. All
Council #2243 Knights, age 55 and over, are eligible and encouraged to join the Sr. Knights Social Club. This
is a terrific club! Simply call Club Treasurer, Otto Johnson at (716-998-4433), to join.

Tues. March 7 — Council Investment Committee Meeting 7:00 PM

The Council Investment Committee will be held at 7:00 PM at the Council office. The Council Trustees and
Officers will continue to review our investment strategy options at this time. Please be prompt for this meeting.

Wed. March 8 — Regular Council & Officer Planning Meeting 7:00 PM

Our regular Council and Officer’s planning meeting will be held on March 8, 2023 at 7 PM at the Matthew
Glab Post. All Fr. Baker Council members are invited and encouraged to attend these meetings. Our focus will
be on our Faith-in-Action Programs, and our fundraising events for the upcoming year and volunteer support.
We’ll hear a report from the February WNY Chapter meeting and information on upcoming events.

Sat. March 25 — Catholic Men’s Fellowship of WNY 21 Annual Men’s Conference

The 21 Annual Catholic Men’s Conference will be held on Saturday, March 25, 2023 at Cardinal O’Hara
High School in Tonawanda. The conference will run from 8:30 am to 3:00 pm. The keynote speakers will be
the internationally acclaimed speaker, Dr. Scott Hahn, and the newly ordained priest and Parochial Vicar at
OLV Parish in Lackawanna, Rev. Rob Contarin. The conference includes early coffee and doughnuts, lunch,
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament, Reconciliation and breakout sessions for discussion. Our Council
purchased a limited number of tickets (10) for our members. Please call Gene Mendrysa at 716-634-8997 to
reserve your admission. This conference is part of our Faith-in-Action Program for the 2022-2023 Fraternal
Year.

Thurs. March 30 — Columbiette’s Regular Meeting — Cancelled

The Columbiette’s regular meeting will not be held in March.

Fri. March 31 — WNY Chapter/Conference Meeting 6:30 PM

This WNY Chapter meeting is scheduled for Friday, March 31, 2023 at the Our Lady of Swormsville Council
at 6919 Transit Rd, in East Amherst, NY, 14051 starting at 6:30 PM for dinner, followed by the meeting at 7:30
PM. The Grand Knight will share the information received with our Council at our next meeting on April 12,
2023.




