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GKM @ssa;gé — “Happy Independence Day!”

Dear Brother Knights,

June has been a busy month for your Council officers. On June 7, the Board
of Dircctors of the Lackawanna Catholic Club met. As you know, K of C
councils are not permitted by their Charter to own a building. So traditionally,
they have created a “Home Corporation” to own the building and provided it to
the Council. This was the case with our building on South Park Ave. It was
owned by the LCC, the sole purpose of the LCC was to provide a building for
the council to meet. In 2019 the building was sold to the City of Lackawanna.
Pursuant to a contract between the LCC and the Council, within three years of
the sale the LCC must dissolve itself and turn over the proceeds of the sale to the
Council. On June 7, the LCC began the process of dissolution. On September 6
there will be a general membership meeting of the LCC, which is the same
membership of the Council, to give final approval to the dissolution. If you do
not wish to attend the meeting, please sign 2 waiver, which you can obtain from
any officer of the Council, so that we can be sure of a quorum at the meeting.

June 30 was the end of the Fraternal Year, and July 1 was the beginning of a
new year. On May 13 we submitted our completed application for the
Columbian Award, having achieved the required 16 credits for the Faith in
Action Program. During the 2021-2022 Fraternal we donated $10,726.51 to
various charities, including 54,000 to Supreme’s Ukrainian Relief Fund, and
$3,000 to Special Olympics and $1,424.48 to Coats for Kids.

We arc entering the final phase of preparation for the Family Picnic, which
will be held Sunday, Aug. 7 from 1 to 5 in the shelter at Our Lady of Bistrica on
Abbott Road. The big fundraising of the year will be the major Raffle with a
first prize of 34,000 & total prizes of $7,500. The raffle is limited to 300 tickets.
Tickets are $50 each. We need each and every member to pitch in and sell
tickets. Call John Radwan (716-675-1804) for tickets

Respectfully, Mike P. McKeating, Grand Knight

Financial Secretary Message

w

Updating Membership Information

Have you moved to a mew address, removed or added a phone, changed cell
numbers or created a new email address? If so, please contact John Radwan at
(716-675-1804), or jr410(@acl.com with your changes. Your assistance would be
greatly appreciated, and it would improve our ability to communicate with you.
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Council Officer Election Results— .June 8, 2022

Council officer clection results include the following: Grand Knight Michael McKeating, Deputy
Grand Knight Donzld Thompson, Chancellor Robert Roland Jr., Treasurer Bruce Coleman Sr.,
Advocate Eugene Mendrysa, Warden Peter Weaver, Recording Secretary Robert Stoklosa, Inside
Guard David Schaefer, Qutside Guard Frederick Bradley and 3-year Trustee Robert Meegan.
Congratulations and best wishes to our newly elected officers. The installation of our Council officers
i5 scheduled for July 21, 2022 at 7 Pm at the OLV Homes of Charity Conference Center. All members
are invited to attend this installation ceremony. Please call Gene Mendrysa at 716-207-9036 if you
plan on attending.

Supreme Council has suspended six Baker Council members for the non-payment of dues. Each
of them has a limited amount of time to send in his dues payment for 2022 without losing any
accumulated vears as a member. Those members should contact Financial Secretary, John Radwan at
716-675-1804 to discuss their particular membership situation.

Congratulations for Attaining “Honerarv & Honorary Life” Status

Congratulations to Council members Gerald “Bear™ Broderick and William Godios Jr. for
attaining “Honorary Life™ status within the Order! Bear has been a K of C member for 47
continuous years and Bill Godios Jr. for 50 years! Congratulations are also in order for David Mach,
Paul Mach and Bernard Michaels for attaining “Honorary” status in the Order! David Mach has
been a member of the K of C for 25 years of continuous service, Paul Mach for 44 years and Bernie
Michacls also for 44 years! Status or “class” levels are determined by a member’s age plus a specific
number of years of continuous membership in the K of C.

Deceased Council Members

Frank A. Fuller, age 86, a Fourth Degree member of the Knights of Columbus and Fr. Baker
Council #2243 for 49 years, passed away on May 23, 2022, Frank was also the brother-in-law of the
late Past Grand Knight, Ted Chorazak.

Patricia M. Margerum, mother of Council members, Michael and Peter Margerum, passed away on
June 1, 2022.

John H. “Jack” Heitzhaus, age 85, a Third Degree member of the Knights of Columbus and Fr.
Baker Council #2243 for 20 years, passed away on June 25, 2022. Jack will always be remembered for
his terrific fund raising abilities and being a member of our Council’s Bingo committee.

Please keep Frank Fuller, Patricia Margerum and Jack Heitzhaus, and their beloved families in
your prayers.

Lackawanna Catholic Club (LCC)

All members of the LCC & Council #2243 have received information pertaining to the Scptember
6, 2022 meeting to approve the dissolution of the Lackawanna Catholic Club. The information
mentioned was distributed to members by certified mail, email or in person. Im it is a request to
approve either John Sowinski or John Radwan to act as your proxy to vote for the dissolution of the
LCC in your stead, if you will not be attending the mecting on September 6, 2022. To date, we have
received mail or email responses from only 27% of the members of the LCC.
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Lackawanna Catholic Club (L.CC)

Please send in your response form or cmail reply by July 9, 2022. Any member having questions
should contact the LOCC Scerctary, John Radwan at 716-675-1804. Your cooperation would be greatly
appreciated.

Council Summer Sweepstakes Raffle — August 7, 2022

Our Council’s Summer Sweepstakes Raffle tickets are now on sale. $7,500 in prizes will be
awarded, plus 3500 to the seller of the top prize of $4,000. The maximum number of tickets to be sold
15 300. Your chances of winning big money are better than the casino and other raffles. Make sure
you include the Sellers name on the ticket you purchase. Please contact Fred Bradley at (716-785-
1702) or John Radwan (716-675-1804) for tickets. If paying by check, make the check out to “Fr.
Baker Council #2243” and submit to John Radwan at 130 Main St., West Sencca, NY 14224, With
only 300 tickets available, these tickets may go fast, so get your tickets early. As of the printing of this
edition of the Arma Dextra, tickets are still available.
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Ticket Sample

Council Summer Picnic — Sunday August 7, 2022 at Qur Lady of Bistrica -1 to S PM

Our Council will be holding a summer family picnic for members and guests on Sunday, August 7"
from 1-5 PM. It will be held at the shelter on the grounds of Qur Lady of Bistrica Croation Catholic
Church located at 1619 Abbott Road in Lackawanna. Food will be provided by Weidner’s BBQ. We
will be having ‘4 BBQ chicken & ribs combo with baked beans, buttered spuds, coleslaw, macaroni
salad, chef salad, roll & butter. Beer, wine, soda pop, and water will also be provided. It would be
appreciate if the attendees could provide the desserts. If you could provide a dessert, let either Gene
Mendrysa (716-634-8997) or John Radwan (716-675-1804) know.

The cost to attend is $20 per person. Enclosed in this edition of the Arma Dextra is a reservation
form. Please fill it out and send it to Gene Mendrysa to the address provided on the form. This is a
pre-pay cvent so that we know how much food to order. Completed form and payments (payable to
Fr. Baker Council #2243) must be received by July 23. You may also call Gene at (716-634-8997) or
John Radwan (716-675-1804) if you have any questions or concerns.
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Pro-Life Volunteers Needed

Council member, Bill Mayback, is looking for volunteers to assist him with manning a Pro-Life
table at this year’s Erie County Fair. Bill is a parishioner of the Nativity of OQur Lord Catholic Church
and a Pro-Life Committee member of the parish.

In addition, Bill needs voluntecr participants for the “Weekly Rosaries for the Unborn” in front of
the West Seneca Planned Parenthood (located at Wimbledon Plaza on Center Road) every Wednesday
at 11:30 AM, Thursday at 10:00 AM, Friday at 10:30 AM and Saturday at 10:00 AM. Thursday’s
rosary is being led by Mary Ann Jackson from OLV and our Council’s Columbiettes auxiliary.
Participants must stand “within” the (public) grassy area between Center Road & the plaza parking
lot. Parking is NOT permitted inside the plaza, but is allowed on Center Road. Caution should be
used when entering or exiting the vehicle, as this can be a fairly busy road at times.

Contact Bill at 716-675-6714 or 716-957-2669 for more information or email him at
wkmavback(gigmail.com. Thank you.

July 2022 “Happyv Birthday” Brothers

Best Birthday wishes to all Brother Knights who have birthdays in the month of July. Hope
you enjoy your day and may “God Bless You Always™!

Happy Birthday to: Vincent J. Becker, Matthew Cardino, Bruce Coleman Sr., Michael A. DeMaric
Jr., Joseph F. Foley Jr., David A. Freitus, John J. Gawronski, Christopher J. Grzybowski, Robert J.
Hageman, Jr., Robert F. Hall, Robert F. Hartman, Otto R. Johnson, Robert M. Joslyn Sr., Paul M.
Kendzierski, John A. McDonald, Desmond McManus, Kevin V. Meegan, Connor M. Oakley,
Alexander Procyk, Daniel A. Quinn, Patrick A. Riedy, Frank A. Rossi, Stanley G. Sobaszek, John P.
Todorof, Jamcs J. Tojek, Thomas J. Warren, Peter G. Weaver and David M. Wozniak

Trivia Contest — July 2022

Congratulations to our June Trivia contest winner, DGK Don Thompson who correctly answered
the question...What is the name of the District Deputy who leads our district? The correct answer is
Ed Hughes. Don, enjoy your $10 gift card from Tim Horton’s.

(Juestion: What was the nickname of Past Grand Knight, Gene Mendrysa’s cousin who was a
terrific softball pitcher for the Fr. Baker Council and other AA city league softball teams? First
correct answer received wins a $10.00 Tim Horton’s gift card. Have fun and “Good Luck to alP!
Please note, PGK Gene Mendrysa, is not eligible to participate in this contest.

Knights of Columbus Insurance — Field Agent Thomas E. Iwankow

Please feel free to contact Thomas for all your insurance needs. Thomas can be reached at 844-
1251, or email address Thomas. Iwankow(@ KofC.ore. If Thomas is unavailable, please contact Kof(
Insurance General Agent John P. Hoolick at 570-654-3390, or JOHN.HOOLICK @ KOFC.ORG.
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Announcement & Event Details

Upcoming — Knights of Columbus Bowling Fall 2022

Qur Council is looking into the possibility of starting a bowling team at Abbott Alleys. Those interested
should contact Gene Mendrysa at 716-634-8997 by August 1% for more details.

Mon. July 4 - Happy Independence Day

May our Heavenly Father bless our great nation on Independence Day, and every day throughout
the vear! GOD Bless America!

Thurs. July 7 - Senior Knights Meeting

The Senior Knights meeting will not mect on Thursday, July 7, 2022. The Sr. Knights are on a well-
deserved summer break. Their next meeting will be held on September 8, 2022 at 1:30 PM at the
Matthew Glab Post. All Council #2243 Knights, age 55 and over, are eligible and encouraged to join the
Sr. Knights Social Club. This is a terrific club! For more information on joining the Sr. Knights Social
Club, contact Club Treasurer, Otto Johnson at (716-998-4433).

Wed. July 13 — Regular Council & Officer Planning Meeting 7:00 PM

Our regular Council and Officer planning meeting will be held on July 13, 2022 at 7 PM at the
Matthew Glab Post. All Fr. Baker Council members are invited to attcnd these meetings. Our focus will
be on the upcoming Council family picnic preparation, the status of the LCC dissolution and our Faith-in-
Action Program for the 2022 — 2023 fraternal year. All Council members are encouraged to attend and to
be active in our Council. Your input is welcomed and important as we plan for the future.

Thurs. July 21 — Installation of Council Officers 7:00 PM

Our Council will celebrate the installation of officers on Thursday, July 21, 2022 at 7:00 PM, in the
Conference room at Our Lady of Victory Homes of Charity. The ceremony stands as annual reminder to
Council officers of their duty to shape and build the character of their members in the love of neighbor and
the love of God by offering and conducting charitable programs, which strengthens our parishes and builds
up the Domestic Church. The life, health and strength of the Council is dependent upon the actions of
Catholic fraternal leaders, taking action and working together. Newly elected officers should wear jackets.
QOur District Deputy Ed Hughes will lead the ceremony.

Wed. July 27 Council “Italian Nite” Buffalo Bison Baseball Game — 7:05 PM

The Council will be offering members and guests discounted Bison Baseball tickets for those who
are interested. Please call DGK Don Thompson at 716-341-8291 to reserve your seats and more details.

Eri. July 29 - WNY Chapter/Conference Meeting

The WNY Chapter meeting is scheduled for Friday, July 29 2022 at 8:00 PM at a location to be
determined.

Fri. July 29 — Columbiette’s Regsular Meeting — 6:30 PM
Our Council’s newly affiliated ladies “Columbiettes” will hold their next monthly
meeting on Friday, July 29™ at the Matthew Glab Post at 7 PM. Wives of our Coucil

members are invited to join the Columbiettes. Contact MaryAnn Jackson at 716-864-0747.
A summary of their meeting will be presented at our next Council meeting on August 102,




Fr. Baker.Council #2243
Knights of Columbus
Council Members Family Picnic
Sunday, Aug. 7, 2022 1-5 PM
Our Lady of Bistrica Croatian Catholic Church pavilion
1619 Abbott Road, Lackawanna

MENU: £ BBQ chicken + ribs combo with buttered spuds, coleslaw, roll & butter, BBQ beans, chef salad, macaroni
salad, and desserts. Beer, wine, soda pop, and water also included. DESSERTS WOULD BE APPRECATED. LET US
KNOW IF YOU CAN CONTRIBUTE!

NOTE: PAYMENT MUST BE RECEIVED BY JULY 23.
MONEY WILL NOT BE COLLECTED AT THE DOOR

COUNCIL MEMBER NAME (print) Phone # $20.00

GUESTS (additionai $20.00 each) +

TOTAL  § |

IMATL YOUR FORM & PAYMENT TO: Mr. Gene Mendrysd
5029 Shimerville Road
Clarence, NY 14031

QUESTIONS? Contact Gene Mendrysa (716-634-8557) or John Radwan (716-675-1804)

Fr. Baker Council #2243
Knights of Columbus
Council Members Family Pienic
Sundoy, Aug, 7, 2022 1-5PM
Qur Lady of Bistrica Croatian Catholic Church pavilion
1619 Abbott Road, Lackawanna

MENU: % BBQ chicken + ribs combo with buitered spuds, coleslaw, roll & butter, BEQ beans, chef salad, macaroni
salad, and desserts. Beer, wine, soda pop, and water also included, DESSERTS WOULD BE APPRECATED. LET US
KNOW IF YOU CAN CONTRIBUTE!

NOTE: PAYMENT MUST BE RECEIVED BY JULY 23
MONEY WILL NOT BE COLLECTED AT THE DOOR

COUNCIL MEMBER NAME (print) Phone # $20.00

GUESTS (additional $20.00 each)  +

——

TotAL |

IMAIL YOUR FORM & PAYMENT TO: Mr. Gene Mendrysd
ED29 Shimepville Road
Clarence, NY 14031

QUESTIONS? Contact Gene Mendrysa (716-634-8997) or John Radwan (716-675-1804)




