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2025 June Calendar

UPCOMING

Council Annual Picnic &
Sweepstakes Drawing
Reserve Your Seating & Buy
Your Tickets Now

Sun. Aug. 10-Pg 3

Sun, Jun. 1

Donuts & Discipleship
After 8 & 10 AM OLV Mass
in Marian Room — Pg §

Thurs. June 5

Sr. Knights Mtg at Glab Post

1:30 PM -Pg5
Wed. June 11

Reg. Council & Election Mtg

At Office
7:00 PM - Pg 5

Sat. June 14

WNY Chapter Mig at
Fatima Shrine Council
8:30 AM Breakfast — Pg 5

Sun. June 15
Father’s Day

Tues. June 23
Council Bus. Mtg at Office
6:30 PM - Pg 5

Wed. June 23
Columbiette Mtg at OLV
Community Room

6:30 PM - Pg S

GK — Gene Mendrysa
716-634-8997

FS — John Radwan
716-675-1804

Insur, Agent — Mike
Gruszewski 716-579-4312

_“Happy Father ’SIMDay! ”

“God the Father” attributed to Giovanni Battista Cima da Conegliano
(1459-1517). Wikimedia Commons photo.

The United States sets aside the third Sunday of June for Father’s Day
(June 15%, this year). Catholics can use this secular holiday as an opportunity not
only to celebrate their dads, but also to thank God for the gift of fatherhood as a

~ whole. It can remind us of God’s commandment to honor our parents and to

meditate on how our own fathers image God the Father for us.

Though Father’s Day began in the United States in 1909, it has deeper roots
in Catholic history. Some time as early as the Middle Ages, the Catholic Church
celebrated fatherhood on March 19, the Feast of St. Joseph. This practice may
have been in place long prior, however, as the Coptic Orthodox tradition also
follows this practice, though on July 20 by their calendar. They trace this tradition
back to the early fifth century, around the time they split from Catholicism. Either
way, the Church actively supported the celebration of fatherhood under the initiative
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of the Franciscans, who began to associate St. Joseph’s feast with fatherhood sometime around the turn
of the 14™ and 15th centuries. The Spanish and Portuguese carried this practice with them to the Americas

where it laid the groundwork for Sonora Dodd, credited with championing Father’s Day in America, to
found the secular holiday in 1909.

God gives us fatherhood to remind us of His hand in our livers. There exists no better image of God the
Father than one’s own dad. By their fallen human nature, no dad can live up to the image of God, but in
their striving for virtue, they model us how to seek God. Through them, God reminds us of His strength and
stability, of how He protects us and provides for us, and how He delights in our flourishing. God give us this

gift through any father-figure in our lives. God has even provided the priesthood, as a spiritual fathers so that
we never forget that He has an active hand in our lives.

Reflect on God’s gift of fatherhood. Then, thank your father, your father-figure, or your spiritual father. -
Wishing the fathers of our Council and your families a “Happy and Blessed Father’s Day!”
Our Lady of Victory — Pray for Us! GK -Gene Mendrysa

Financial Secretary Message

Nominations for Elected Council Officer Positions — Election June 11, 2025

Our Council election of officers is to take place at a regular meeting between Thursday, May 15" and
Sunday, June 15%. Article 2, section 1 states that the Grand Knight shall appoint 2 Nominating
Committee of 3 who will prepare a Slate of Candidates for the election of officers. The Nominating
Committee includes members: John Radwan, Bob Meegan and Terry McCann.

The slate of candidates was presented and discussed at our regular Council meeting on Wednesday,
May 14,2025. The slate of candidates included the following:

Grand Knights Vacant

Deputy Grand Knight Neal Goldwater
Chancellor Brian Gannon
Recorder Len Fusco
Treasurer Anthony Saletta
Advocate Bruce Coleman Sr.
Warden Gaetano Sanchez
Inside Guard Jim Tojek

Outside Guard Sal Howard
Trustee (3 yr) Bob Meegan

Note: Non-Elected Officers include: Financial Secretary, Chaplain and Lector. These are
appointed positions. The election of officers will take place at our regular Council meeting

scheduled for Wednesday, June 11, 2025 at 7:00 PM. Installation of Officers is scheduled for
Tues. 7/15/25.

Welcome - New KofC and Fr. Baker Council 3" Members

Congratulations to the following individuals who recently attended the presentation, and explanation
of the Order’s degrees of Charity, Unity and Fraternity, and pledged the KofC membership oath: Our
newest members are Tom Reed, Gaetano Solis-Sanchez and Doug A. Darling. Welcome to Council 2243.
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Sun. August 10 — Fr. Baker “Annual Council Family Picnic” 1:00-5:00 PM

Our annual picnic is scheduled for Sunday, August 10, 2025, from 1-5 PM, and will be held at Qur
Lady of Bistrica Croatian Catholic Church Pavilion at 1619 Abbott Rd, in Lackawanna. Weidner’s BBQ
Catering will be providing the food which includes, BBQ chicken + ribs, with buttered spuds, BBQ beans,
macaroni and chef salads, coleslaw, roll with butter and deserts. Beer, wine, soda pop and water are
included. Games include a trivia contest, 50/50 drawing and the ever popular “Lottery-Hat” raffle. The
cost for members and guests is only $25. Simply contact and mail payment to Gene Mendrysa at 5029
Shimerville Rd., Clarence, NY 14031 to reserve your seating. Questions, call Gene at 716-634-8997.

Reserve your seat early, this is a popular event. Please make checks payable to Fr. Baker Council
#2243,

Council Summer Sweepstakes Raffle — Sundav August 10, 2025

Tickets are available for our annual “Summer Sweeps” drawing which will be held at our annual
picnic on Sunday, August 10", There will be drawings for 8 cash prizes: $2,500, $1,500, $500 and 5
$100 prizes! Each ticket is $20 and can be purchased by:

(1) Sending an email request to knights2243@gmail.com or
(2) Contacting our Financial Secretary, John Radwan (716-675-1804) or
(3) Sending your ticket request and payment to:

John Radwan, 130 Main St., West Seneca, NY 14224

NOTE: you can also request tickets to sell! The seller of a winning ticket drawn also receives a cash
prize of 10% of the amount of the winning ticket drawn! Get your tickets early, thisis a popular raffle.
Your support is very much appreciated.

Lackawanna Legends (Youth) Baseball League

Father Baker Council #2243 is again sponsoring a youth baseball team in the Lackawanna Legends
Baseball League! This year, our team is named the “Lackawanna Dodgers” and is made up of boys and
girls, age 10.

HOME games are held on diamonds at Sanders Field, 3413 South Park Ave. in Lackawanna
(driveway just north of the Fran-Ceil custard stand).

AWAY games will be held at Xylem Park, 121 Starlite Ave., in Cheektowaga. Our games there will
be played on diamond XP2. The complete schedule is shown below.

Please try to stop by and support our team with your presence by cheering them on and by purchasing
a hot dog or hamburger and soft drink at the concession stand! Proceeds benefit the baseball league.

May 17— 1 PM @ XP2
May 20 — 6 PM @XP2
May 27% — 6 PM @ Lackawanna Field 1
May 31 - 12 PM @ Lackawanna Field 2
June 4 — 6 PM @XP2
June 7 - 6 PM @ Lackawanna Field 1
June 10 - 6 PM @ Lackawanna Field 1
June 12 — 6 PM @XP2
June 17 - 6 PM @XP2
June 21 — 12 PM @XP2
June 25 - 6 PM @Lackawanna Field 1
July 1 -6 PM @Lackawanna Field 1
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Buffalo Bisons Baseball Game

Our Council’s attendance at the game scheduled for Wednesday, May 28" was cancelled due to rain.
The Bisons will let us know what games are available to choose from so that we can reschedule a future
date. Those members who originally signed up to attend the game on May28th will receive preference to

attend the replacement game. If any tickets are left unclaimed, an email will be sent out announcing their
availability.

June 2025 “Happy Birthday” Brothers

Best Birthday wishes to all Brother Knights who have birthdays in the month of June. Hope you enjoy .
your day and may “God Bless You Always™!

Happy Birthday to: Gordon D. Ball, James E. Barry, Gerald J. Breen, Frederick C. Dains, Gerald L.
Dougherty, Sr., Aldo V. Filipetti, Robert J. Gallagher, Kevin J. Gilbride, Joseph R. Gombos II, Jakob
Heberling, Sal P. Howard, Daniel J. Kovach, John T. Kutera, David T. Mach, James R. Maj, Patrick
McCann, Brendan A. McKeating, Mike P. Meegan, Edward H. Michalek, Jr., Mark D.Morgan, James J.
Novak, Donald J. O’Brien, Thomas P. O’Connor, Rev. Michael Parker, Michael J. Prendergast, Tyler
Schenck, David J. Schubbe, Robert S.Wrona and Clarence Yeager.

Pray for the Deceased and the Sick

o Deceased — Sad to report on the passing of David L. Coleman who passed away on May 20, 2025 at
the age of 89. David was a Council Recorder and the uncle of Council Treasurer, Bruce Coleman Sr.

e Deceased — Mary Ann Mach, mother of Council member, Paul Mach.

Please keep the Coleman and the Mach family in your thoughts and prayers.

e Sick - Please pray for the following Council members: Joe Lobosco, Fred Bradley, Jim Tojek, Don
Thompson, Sal Howard, Brian Gannon and Columbiettes President Linda Smolen. Also, please
pray for John Sowinski’s wife, Elaine Sowinski.

Trivia Contest — May 2025

We are happy to report that there were 2 winners in the May trivia contest. The correct answer to the
question... Who is the patron saint of mothers? The correct answer is St. Monica, or our Blessed Mother,
Mary. Since either one could be argued as the correct answer, we will award Jim Tojek and Dave
Schaefer each, a $10 Tim Horton’s gift card. Congratulations and thanks for playing Trivia.

Question — In the movie “Casablanca,” what famous line does Humphrey Bogart’s character Rick
Blaine say to Ilsa Lund, played by Ingrid Bergman? Remember, to email your answer to Gene Mendrysa
at gene.mendrvsa@email.com The winner will receive a $10 gift card from Tim Horton’s. A reminder,
those who won in the last 90 days are ineligible. Good Luck!

TRIVIA CONTEST RULE CHANGE — effective May 1, 2025 (8 Month Trial Basis)

Any winner of our Council trivia contest, beginning on May 1, 2025, who also invites an individual to
join our KofC Council #2243, and that individual actually becomes a member within 2 months from
the date the winner submitted the correct answer, will receive 4, $10 gift cards from Tim Horton’s.
Otherwise, any winner of our Council trivia contest who does not invite an individual to join our Council
will win the usual $10 gift card from Tim Horton’s. This trivia contest rule change will expire on
December 31, 2025, unless the Council votes to extend this rule change.
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Announcement & Event Details

Sun. June 1 - KofC “Discipleship & Doughnuts” After 8 & 10 AM Mass at OLV Basilica

The next Coffee & Doughnuts, aka “Discipleship & Doughnuts” will take place on Sunday, June 1st,
after the 8 & 10 AM Mass at OLV Basilica in the Marian Room on the lower level. Come for Mass and
stay for free coffee, juice and doughnuts afterwards. This event is sponsored by the generosity of the Fr.
Baker Council #2243 of the Knights of Columbus and hosted by the Columbiettes. We will be using this
time to inform parishioners about the Knights and particularly, Fr. Baker Council and the Columbiettes.
This is also another opportunity to recruit new members.

Thurs. June 4 - Sr. Knights Meeting —1:30 PM

The Sr. Knights meeting will be held on June 5, 2025 at 1:30 PM at the Matthew Glab Post. All
Council #2243 Knights, age of 55 and older, are eligible and encouraged to join the Sr. Knights Social
Club. This is a terrific club! Simply contact Otto Johnson at (716) 998-4433 to join. As usual the
Senior Knights will take a well-deserved vacation during the summer months. The next Senior
Knights meeting will be on September 4, 2025 at 1:30 PM at the Matthew Glab Post.

Wed. June 11 —Regular Council Meeting - 7:00 PM

Our regular Council meeting will take place on Wednesday, June 11, 2025 at 7 PM sharp at our
COUNCIL OFFICE at 780 Ridge Road. The meeting will focus on the election of Council officers and
fraternal activities for the upcoming fraternal. Brother Knights, with a large number of officer
vacancies anticipated, it’s time to step-up, become an officer and get involved with the direction and
future of your Council. Remember, this is your Council. Come early, enjoy some food!

Sat. June 14 — KofC WNY Chapter Meeting Rescheduled to June 14th

The next meeting will be held on Saturday, June 14, 2025 at the Fatima Shrine Council, located in

Youngstown, NY. The doors open at 8:30 AM for a continental breakfast with the meeting start
at 9:00 AM.

Tues. June 23 — Council Business Meeting — 6:30 PM

Our Council business meeting will take place on Tuesday, June 23, 2025 at 6:30 PM at our Council
Office at 780 Ridge Road. The meeting will focus our financial planning strategy and the orientation of
the newly elected officers. Come early and enjoy some food!

Wed. June 25 — Columbiettes Meeting — 6:30 PM

The Columbiette’s meeting will be held on Wednesday, June 25, 2025 at 6:30 PM at the OLV
Community Room in the basement of OLV Basilica. This meeting will focus on the programs and
activities scheduled for 2025. A summary of the items discussed will be included in the June newsletter.
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Columbiettes Corner

It continues to be a busy time for the Columbiettes. Our June 2025 Lottery Numbers fundraiser is

winding down and now we await the lucky nightly numbers that are drawn so a winner can be called. If
you bought a ticket, good luck!

The Veterans Day Project for our WNY Heroes has been extremely successful. Boxes upon boxes of

toiletries were packed and delivered to the WNY Heroes office in Buffalo by Secretary, Jackie Tyrpak
and Treasurer, Susan Zullich. This overflowing of generosity from OLV parishioners, visitors and the
Columbiettes was very much appreciated by the Veterans.

The last Donuts and Discipleship before summer begins will be held on Sunday, June 1% after the 8 and
10 AM Masses. Please join the KofC and the Columbiettes for a cup of coffee, a donut, or juice and
conversation with fellow parishioners. Stop by the Columbiettes’ table for information about our
auxiliary, fill out an Interest Card or just ask questions. The Columbiettes’ hostesses will be happy to talk
with you. We welcome new members at any time.

On a sad note, the Columbiettes lost one of their members in May. Maryjo Mascio, sister of Paula
Mascio passed away on May 1%t. Qur thoughts and prayers are with Paula and her family as they mourn
the passing of Maryjo. May she rest in peace with the angels.

“Get Caught Reading” was celebrated in May. Even though May has passed us by, the Columbiettes
hope that everyone will “get caught reading” our monthly Columbiettes Corner articles for Aux111ary
updates, events and exciting news.

Wishing you all a safe Memorial Day Can you believe it’s almost June? We are fast approaching the half
way point of 2025. T have a feeling we are all praying for sunshine and warmer weather days ahead.
Blessings!

Columbiette Birthdav - Wishing Maryanne Jackson (May 10), Pat Moscarito (May 26) and Jackie
Tyrpak (May 28) a very happy birthday and many, many more! Enjoy your special day ladies!
Blessings!

Submitted by,
President Linda Smolen
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Columbiettes Corner — cont.

Erin Bialkowski, daughter of Deacon Mark helps serve the ~ Deacon Mark makes the coffee for the Donuts & Discipleship
juice during the Donuts & Discipleship. Erin is always eager on Sunday, May 4. Great Coffee Deacon! -
and willing to help.

Vice President Kathleen Rogers selling June 2025 3 Digit Thank you to everyone who donated toiletries for our WNY
Lottery Drawing to OLV parishioner Chuck Orcutt. Good Heroes during April and May. As we honor our fallen heroes
Luck Chuck! Hope You Win Some Money! we are deeply thankful for their service and sacrifice.



