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“Congratulations John Sowinski”
KofC New York State Treasurer

Sat. June 3
Ordination of Seminarian
Jeffrey Donovan—Pe 6

Sun, June 4

Mass of Thanksgiving
Celebrant Fr. Jeff Donovan
At OLV Basilica 12:00 -Pg 6 %

Thurs. June §

St. Knights Meeting at
Matthew Glab Post
1:30 PM - P 7

Wed. June 14

Regular Council & Officer
Election at Matt GGlab Post
700 PM —Pg 6

Sun. June 18
Happy Father’s Day

Mon. June 19
Bishop Burse Dinner at Ilio
DiPaolo Rest ~Pg 6

Fri June 30
WNY Chapter Mtg at John Sowinski Elected NYS Council Treasurer April 2023
Fr. Justin Council at 2375

Union Rd. in Cheektowag : ;
NY Dinner at 6:30 PM a:,;,g c' Fr. Baker Council #2243 is happy to report that one of our own

members, John Sowinski, has been elected to one of New York State
Thurs. June 29 Coungcil’s highest positions, NYS Treasurer. John has worked
Columbiette’s Regular Mitg  tirelessly for our Council for 42 years, serving in many positions.

Cancelled His dedication is nothing short of remarkable, working through the
GK - Mike Mckeating many challenges we faced in recent times. HATS OFF TO JOHN!
716.228.5129 We are honored to know that John Sowinski is the NYS Council
E¢- John Radwia Treasurer. The resolution on page 2 highlights his efforts and
"16-675-1804 achievements as a member in the Order of the Knights of Columbus.

Insur, Agent — Mike
Gruszewski-716-579-4312
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RESOLUTION
John Sowinski for NYS Council Treasurer

Whereas: John Sowinski has been a member of Fr. Baker Council #2243, located in Lackawanna, NY
for the past 42 years. And

Whereas: He took his 15 Degree in October 1980, 2°¢ Degree in December 1980, 3™ Degree in February
1981. And

Whereas: He was exemplified in the 4™ Degree in April 1983. And

Whereas: He moved up through the Council chairs and was elected Grand Knight from June 1, 1990 to
June 30, 1992. And

Whereas: He was appointed District Deputy by State Deputy Raymond Phiefer from 1992 to 1993 and
was reapppinted by State Deputy Robert Fallon. And

Whereas: He served as State Vice Chairman for Cermonials, Western Minor Conference C & B
Coordinator, State Chairman for Building the Domestic Church, State Chairman for the Silver Rose. And

Whereas: He was appointed Master of the 4™ New York District, St. Issac Jouges Province in 2014-2016,
by Supreme Master Dennis Stoddard. And

Whereas: He has been an active team member of all 4 degrees. And

Whereas: He served as Western Chapter President, WesternMinor Conference Chairman and Upstate
Major Conference Secretary & Chairman. And

Whereas: He was elected a Delegate to the Supreme Convention in Florida in 2014. And attended the
Supreme Conventions in Toronto, St. Louis and Baltimore.

Whereas: He has been appointed Secretary to the State Deputy by State Deputy Charles Esposito. And

“Whereas: He has been on the Bishops Burse Committee for many years, serving as Chairman for the
last 10 years. And

Whereas: He resides in Orchard Park, NY with his wife Elaine and are proud parents of 3 sons and 1
daughter, and have 8 grandchildren and 4 great-grandchildren.

Therefore: Let it be resolved, that at a regular scheduled meeting of the Western Minor Conferencc held
on the 30t day of Scptember, in the year of our Lord, Two Thousand and Twenty-Two, the membership
has unanimously endersed PGK John Sowinski for the High Office of State Treasurer of the NYS Council
and summits this resolution to the Upstate Major Conference for their endorsement.

Fraternally,

Joseph Kinney PGK
Western Conference Chairman
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Grand Knight Message
“Happy Father’s Day”

The annual Bishop’s Burse Dinner is Monday, June 19 at Ilio DiPaolo Restaurant, 3785 South Park
Ave. in Blasdell. Tradionally, the Grand Knight of every Council in the Diocese presents a check to the
Bishop. The traditional amount is $250. At the next meeting on June 14, we will take a vote to authorize
the gift. Tickets to the dinner are $35.

As authorized at the last meeting the Trustees have invested $200,000 of the proceeds from the sale of
the building in a 3-year C.D./annuity at Northwest Bank at 4.15% interest. We will receive approximately
$8,300 a year interest, which will pretty much finance our entire charitable giving campaign each year,

As also discussed at the last general meeting, we have negotiated a new ten year lease with OLV
Charities on our office space at 780 Ridge Road. Currently we pay $6,000 a year in rent. If we continue
to pay annually, without any increase in rent we would pay $60,000 over 10 years. However we know
there would be annual increases, probably in the 3% to 5% per vear range, so over the ten year period we
would pay much more than $60,000. The deal we have negotiated is this: we would pay $36,500 for a
new ten year lease, and make a $13,500 contribution to OLV Basilica Capital Campaign. For this we get
a new lease prepaid, and credit as a major contributor in all OLV advertising and publicity. This deal was

approved by the membership at the May 10 meeting. The documents are being drawn up by OLV now.
As soon as they are ready [ will sign them.

We closed out our Bell Jar checking account because we aren’t running Bell Jars any more. We were
running it in conjunction with Bingo and we aren’t running Bingo. The law requires us that we give the
proceeds of the account to charity, so | presented a check for $2,048.45 to Aid for Ukraine, ¢/o OQur Lady
of Perpetual Help Ukraine Catholic Church at Ridge Rd. and South Shore.

SK Michael P. McKeating

Financial Secretary Message

Ordination of Seminarian Jeffrev Donovan

For the past four years, our Council has donated funds through our Faith-in-Action Program to
Seminarian Jeffrey Donovan, as he studied to become a priest at Christ The King Seminary in East Aurora
and St. Mary’s Seminary in Baltimore.

The Diocese of Buffalo joyfully announces the Ordination of Jeffrey Joseph Donovan to the Priesthood
through the Invocation of the Holy Spirit and the imposition of hands by His Excellency, the Most Reverend
Michael W. Fisher, Bishop of the Diocese of Buffalo, on Saturday, June 3, 2023 at 10 AM, at St. Joseph’s
Cathedral, 50 Franklin Street, Buffalo, NY. Family, friends, religious and all the faithful are welcome!

On Sunday, June 4™, Fr. Jeffrey will celebrate a Mass of Thanksgiving at OLV at 12 noon. Fellow
Knights of Fr. Baker Council are urged to attend to show their support for Fr. Jeffrey. After Mass, a
reception will be held in the Parish Hall. If attending, please RSVP to: 1-808-258-8555, or
jidonovan{@gmail.com.
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Financial Secretary Message — cont.

Council Recruitment — New Member

Our Council is happy to report that David Whiteman is our newest member. David’s application
was approved in May. Please give David a warm welcome! Currently, our Council is working hard to
personally invite a couple of new prospects. We also encourage all members to reach out to
prospective candidates and personally invite them to join. This must be a team effort. We can do
this!! We’re moving in the right direction. Please call Gene Mendrysa if you have any questions at
716-207-9036.

K of C Degree Advancement

Current 1st & 2nd Degree Fr. Baker Council members are encouraged to advance to the 3rd Degree
of the Order. Viewing the online ceremony is easy, only takes 30 minutes and is FREE! The 3rd
Degree’s lesson is on the KofC’s principle of “Fraternity”. For more info contact, John Radwan (716 )
675-1804.

Sun. August 13 — Fr. Baker “Annual Council Members Family Picnic” 1:00 — 5:00 PM

Our Annual Council Family Picnic is scheduled for August 13, 2023 from 1- 5 PM and will be held at Our
Lady of Bistrica Croation Catholic Church Pavilion at 1619 Abbott Road, in Lackawanna. Weidner’s Catering
will be providing the food which includes, BBQ chicken + ribs, with buttered spuds, BBQ beans, macaroni and
chef salads, coleslaw, roll with butter and deserts. Beer, wine, soda pop and water are included. Games include
a trivia contest and PLANKO. We will also have a 50/50 drawing and the ever popular “Lottery Hat™ raffle.

The cost for members and their guests is only $20. Simply mail the attached form and payment to Gene
Mendrysa at 5029 Shimerville Road, Clarence , NY 14031, or contact Gene at (716) 634-8997 for additional
reservation and payment details. Reserve your seating early, this is a popular event.

If paying by check, please make the check payable to: Fr. Baker Council #2243,

Sun. August 13 — Council Summer Sweepstakes Raffle

Tickets are only $20 each and are currently being mailed to Council members who have supported
the Council’s previous fundraisers. Anyone interested in buying and/or selling Summer Sweeps tickets
should call John Radwan at (716) 675-1804. Top prize is $2,500, followed by $1,500, $500 and 5 $100
cash prizes. Winning ticket numbers will be drawn at the Council members family picnic on Sunday,

August 13, 2023.

Father Baker K of C #2243 ®
£ Summer Sweepstakes Raffie ";1;;5
= £ 1stPrize-$2,500.00 * 2nd Prize - $1,500.00 o
| = & 3rd Prize - $500 .00 * 4th-8th Prize - $100.00 3=
= g August 13, 2023 T
P 10% INCENTIVE TO SELLER FOR 8 PRIZES £
= g = (IRS Regulations Apply) = =
gl & | B g% Donation $20.00
=i = S E s Fr. Baker Councll #2243 Thanks You For Youwr Support




Fr. Baker Council #2243
" Knights of Columbus
Council Members Family Picnic
Sunday, Aug. 13, 2023 1-5 PM
Our Lady of Bistrica Croatian Catholic Church pavilion
1619 Abbett Road, Lackawanna

WIENU: £ BBQ chicken + ribs combo with buitered spuds, coleslaw, roll & butter, BBQ beans, chef salad, macaroni
salad, and desserts. Beer, wine, soda pop, and water also included. DESSERTS WOULD BE APPRECATED. LET US
KNOW IF YOU CAN CONTRIBUTE!

NOTE: PAYMENT MUST BE RECEIVED BY AUG 5.
MONEY WILL NOT BE COLLECTED AT THE DOOR

COUNCTL MEMBER NAME (print) Phone # $20.00

SUESTS (additional $20.00 each) +

TOTAL S
MAIL YOUR FORM & PAYMENT TO: Mr. Gene Mendrysa
5029 Shimerville Road
Clarsnce, NY 14031

QLIFESTIONS? Cantart foans Mendrvsa (71 6-&3{#—%@9‘{\
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Council Sponsored Youth Baseball Team — Lackawanna Legends Baseball League

Fr. Baker Council baseball is back! This year our Council is sponsoring a youth baseball team in
Lackawanna Legends Baseball League. Players are in the 10 years old age group. The name of our
team has been designated as the “Lackawanna Yankees” but “Father Baker Council KofC is printed
on the back of the players’ royal blue shirts.

Home Games will be played at the baseball field behind Fran-Ceil’s Custard Ice Cream stand on
South Park Ave. across from Autumn Lane, in Lackawanna. If attending the games, DO NOT PARK
IN FRAN-CEIL’S LOT. Park on Autumn Lane or Van Wyck Street, or in the baseball field’s parking
lot which has a driveway just north of Fran-Ceil’s.

Away Games will be played at Xylem Park, at 121 Starlite Ave (off William St.) in Cheektowaga.

NOTE: Alcoholic beverages are NOT allowed at these baseball games.

The game schedule is attached. Cheer on our team if you have the opportunity to attend! Thank you!

Nominations for Council Officer Positions

If you are a 3™ or 4" Degree member of Fr. Baker Council, in good standing, and would like to have
your name placed in nomionation for a particular council office position for fraternal year 2023-2024,
please contact one of the members of the Nominating Commuttee. The committee is comprised of Terry
W. McCann (716) 662-5723, Robert W. Meegan (716) 348-6119 and John Radwan (716) 675-1804.

At the May 10" monthly meeting, nominations were accepted for the following officer positions for
the fraternal vear, July 2023 — June 2024:

e Grand Knight — Mike McKeating

e Deputy Grand Knight — Donald Thompson

¢ Recorder (aka, Recording Secretary) - Len Fusco
e Treasurer — Bruce Coleman Sr.

& Chancellor - Vacant

s Advocate — Gene Mendrysa

= Warden — Peter Weaver

e Inside Guard — Tyler Schenck

e Quiside Guard — Fred Bradley

» Trustee (3 year term) — Terry McCann

Descriptions of the roles and responsibilities of the above elected positions can be found the
attachments.
Nominations for any position can still be made, form the floor at the Council’s June 14" meeting at 7
PM at the Matthew Glab Post.

Deceased Council Members & Pravers for Those in Need

On April 30, Francis Conmy, age 83, passed away. Francis was a Third Degree & Honorary Life
member of Council #2243 and a member of the KofC for 31 years. Please remember Francis in your

prayers.




Lackawanna Yankees (Fr Baker Council KofC) Baseball Team

‘Home” games will be played at the baseball field behind Fran-Ceil Custard Ice Cream stand on
South Park Ave, across from Autumn Lane, in Lackawanna. If attending the games, do not
park in Fran-Ceil’s parking lot. Park on Autumn Lane or Van Wyck Street or in the baseball
field's parking lot which has a driveway just north of Fran-Ceil’s.

“Away” games will take place at Xylem Park at 121 Starlite Ave (off of William St.) in
Cheektowaga.

NOTE: Alcoholic beverages are not allowed at these baseball games.

DAY DATE TIME HOME or AWAY DIAMOND
Monday 5/15 6PM AWAY XP2
Wednesday 5/17 6PM AWAY* XP3
Saturday 5/20 2:30PM HOME -
Wednesday 5/24 6PM AWAY XP3
Saturday 6/3 2:30PM HOME -
Saturday 6/10 2:30PM HOME -
Monday 6/12 6PM AWAY XP3
Saturday 6/17 2PM HOME -
Monday 6/19 6PM AWAY XP3
Saturday 6/24 2PM HOME -
Monday 6/26 6PM AWAY XP2
Wednesday 6/28 6PM AWAY XP3

*technically a home game but playing away




COUNCIL OFFICER ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES

Each year your council elects and appoints new men to take on leadership roles within
your council. Sometimes these roles are well-defined while other times the role may be
expanded based on that individuals talents or interests.

Elected Positions

Grand Knight - The grand knight is the council's chief executive officer. He is
responsible for setting council goals and ensuring that all officers fulfill their duties in
reaching these objectives. He presides over all meetings; appoints program and
committee directors as needed,; fills officer roles in the event of vacancies; countersigns
checks and orders for payment; and oversees the council's degree team. Ideally, the
grand knight should be a junior so that as a senior he can serve as a mentor for the next
grand knight. The grand knight must complete the Safe Environment training.

Deputy Grand Knight - The deputy grand knight serves as the grand knight's right-hand
man and fills in for the grand knight when he is not present. Some deputy grand knights
serve as their council's program director. Ultimately, he assists the grand knight in
leading the council and reaching council objectives. In some councils, the deputy grand
knight role might be used to groom a possible grand knight candidate for the following
year. Finally, the deputy grand knight may serve as a liaison between the council and
other groups that share similar interest (i.e. Newman Club, pro-life club, etc.).

Chancellor - The chancellor assists both the grand and deputy grand knights in the
leading of the council by engaging and strengthening the council's membership. His
primary responsibilities include recruiting and retaining members and to this end he
should set up events that display the values and principles of the Knights of Columbus.
The chancellor should participate in the council’s degree team and should serve on both
the Admission and Retention committees.

Treasurer — The treasurer is responsible for managing the council funds, whether in
bank or school accounts. He receives money from the financial secretary and deposits
funds into council accounts. He is also responsible for paying all council expenses. He
also balances and verifies the ledger and keeps the updated budget approved by the
council. He should have some experience in bookkeeping and using bank checking
accounts.



Advocate - The advocate acts as council parliamentarian. He should be knowledgeable
in Robert's Rules of Order and Methods of Conducting a Council Weeting (#1937).
He may seek legal assistance from the state advocate, should issues arise. The

advocate should be able to take on additional responsibilities as the council deems
necessary.

Recorder - The recorder has the responsibility of recording all meetings and events held
by the council. He should record minutes, conversations and other information helpful to
the council and prepare them to be distributed to the membership in a timely manner.
Additionally, he should help with council event notifications, council meeting reminders,
and assist with council social media responsibilities. He should be experienced in using
Microsoft Word, emailing and social media platforms.

Warden - The warden is responsible for the property owned by the council. He is also in
charge of setting up meetings and leads both the inside and outside guards. Many
college councils utilize the warden and guards as custodians of the campus ministry
property which may include raking leaves, shoveling snow and assisting with interior
maintenance.

Inside/Outside Guards - The inside and outside guards carry out tasks given to them by
the grand knight and follow the warden's orders. They are responsible for checking
membership cards and allowing entrance to meetings. Councils should consider
appointing additional inside and outside guards, especially among promising freshmen,
as this provides early leadership opportunities.

Trustees (3) - The trustees advise the grand knight, supervise the council’s financial
matters, and conduct the semiannual audits. Usually the immediate past grand knight
will serve as a trustee.
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Knights of Columbus Insurance — Agent Mike Gruszewski

For all of your K of C insurance needs or questions, please call Brother Knight, Mike Gruszewski at
716-579-4312. Mike is now our council’s insurance agent. Mike’s email address is:
Michael. Gruszewski@KOFC.ORG. If Mike is unavailable, please contact KofC insurance general
agent, John P. Hoolick at (570) 654-3390, or email at JOHN.HOOLICK@KOFC.ORG.

All members are encouraged to periodically, at least once per year or upon lifestyle changes, to
review your policies, especially your beneficiaries. Also, call Mike to look into the new products that

are now available, especially since interest rates have recently increased. Mike will happily answer
your guestions.

Color Corps Recruitment

The Color Corps is looking for new members. Each “Assembly” has a Color Corps (honor guard)
made up of Fourth Degree members of the local councils. Fr. Baker Council belongs to the Msgr. Leo
Toomey Assembly. The duties of the members of the Color Corps include being the honor guard at
funeral wakes for deceased Fourth Degree members, being the honor guard for our Bishop at Special
Masses and other celebrations and can represent the KofC in local parades. To learn more about the

Color Corps, please contact Color Corps Commander, Mike Goergen, of the Hamburg Council, at 716-
649-2115

Trivia Contest — June 2023

Congratulations to our May Trivia contest winner, Don Thompson, who correctly answered the
question... What is the German term for bowler? The correct answer is a “Kegler”. Congratulations
Don, enjoy your Tim Horton's $10 gift card.

Question — Turning to baseball, who is the only major league player to win the MVP Award in the
American and National league? First correct answer received wins a $10 Tim Horton’s gift card.

those who won in the last 90 days are ineligible. Good Luck to Alll

June 2023 “Happy Birthday” Brothers

Best Birthday wishes to all Brother Knights who have birthdays in the month of June. Hope you
enjoy your day and may “God Bless You Always™!

Happy Birthday to: Gordon D. Ball, James E. Barry, Gerald J. Breen, Fredenck C. Dains, Gerald L.
Dougherty Sr., Aldo V. Filipetti, Robert J. Gallagher, Kevin J. Gilbride, Joseph R. Gombos II, Jakob
Heberling, Daniel J. Kovach, John T. Kutera, David T. Mach, James R. Maj, Patrick McCann, Brendan A.
McKeating, Mike P. Meegan, Edward H. Michalek Jr., Mark D. Morgan, James J. Novak, Donald J.
{)’Brien, Thomas P. O’Connor, Rev. Michael Parker, Michael J. Prendergast, Tyler Schenck, David J.
Schubbe, James E. Sobczak, Robert 5. Wrona and Clarence Yeager.




Page 7 of 7 Knights of Columbus - Fr. Baker Council #2243

Announcement & Event Details

Sat. June 3 — Ordination of Seminarian Jeffreyv Donovan

The Diocese of Buffalo joyfully announces the Ordination of Jeffrey Joseph Donovan to the Priesthood
through the Invocation of the Holy Spirit and the imposition of hands by His Excellency, the Most Reverend
Michael W. Fisher, Bishop of the Diocese of Buffalo, on Saturday, June 3, 2023 at 10 AM, at St. Joseph’s
Cathedral, 50 Franklin Street, Buffalo, NY. Family, friends, religious and all the faithful are welcome!

Sun. June 4 — Mass of Thanksegiving at QLV Basilica

On Sunday, June 4™, Fr. Jeffrey will celebrate a Mass of Thanksgiving at OLV at 12 noon. Fellow
Knights of Fr. Baker Council are urged to attend to show their support for Fr. Jeffrey. After Mass, a
reception will be held in the Parish Hall. If attending, please RSVP to: 1-808-258-8555, or
jjdonovan(@email.com.

Thurs. June 1 — Senior Knights Meeting — 1:30 PM

The Senior Knights meeting will be held on June 8, 2023 at 1:30 PM at the Matthew Glab Post. All
Council #2243 Knights, age 55 and over, are eligible and encouraged to join the Sr. Knights Social Club.
This is a terrific club! As usual the Senior will take a well desrerved vacation during the summer months.
The next Senior Knights meeting will be Sept. 7, 2023 at 1:30 PM at the Matthew Glab Post.

Wed. June 14 — Reoular Council Meeting & Election of Officers 7:00 PM

Our regular Council and Officer planning meeting will be held on May 10, 2023 at 7 PM at the Matthew
Glab Post. All Fr. Baker Council members are invited and encouraged to attend these meetings. Our focus
will be on our upcoming Council officer election, our Aug 13® Annual Family Picnic and our 2023 Summer
Sweepstakes Raffle. Please consider volunteering for our events. Also consider becoming a Council
officer. Get involved and provide input into the direction for your Council. We’ll hear a report from the
Grand Knight on the NYS Conference he recently attended.

Mon. June 19 — Bishop Burse Dinner 6:00 PM

The Bishop Burse Dinner will be held on Moday, June 19, 2023 at [lio DiPaolo’s Restaurant starting at
6:00 PM. Tickets are $35.

Fri. June 30 - WNY Chapter/Conference Meeting 6:30 PM

This WNY Chapter meeting is scheduled for Friday, June 30, 2023 at the Fr. Justin John Council at 2375
Union Rd. in Cheektowaga, NY 14227, starting at 6:30 PM for dinner, followed by the meeting at 7:30 PM.
The Grand Knight will share the information received with our Couneil at our next meeting on July 12,
2023.

Thurs. June 29 — Columbiette’s Regular Meeting — Cancelled

The Columbiette’s regular meeting will not be held in June.



