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2024 Julv Calendar
COMING

Sun. Ang. 11 Fr. Baker
Conncil “Annual Pienic”

1:00 - 5:00 PM ~Pg 2

Sat. Ang. 17

Special Olympics Golf
Tournament at Rizzo’s at
Rothland Golf Course — Pg 3

Thurs, Sept. 5

Sr. Knights Mtgs at Glab Post
No Mtgs in July & August
1:30 PM -Pg 4

Wed. July 10
Reg. Council Mtg at Glab Post
700 PM -Pg 6

urs. Julv 11
Installation of Officers at Ilio
DiPaolo Rest. in Blasdell
6:30 PM —-Pg 2

Fri. July 26
WNY Chapter Mtg Location
To Be Determined

6:30 PM —Pg 6

Sun. July 28
OLV “Pennies to Heaven”
1:00 -5:00 PM - Pg 2

Wed. July 31
Columbiette’s Mtg a Glab Post

6:30 PM —Pg 6

GK - Mike McKeating
716-228-5129

FS — John Radwan
716-675-1804

Insur. Agent — Mike
Gruszewski 716-579-4312

“Independence Day!”

Dear Brother Knights,

As we celebrate our Independence Day with family and friends, it’s worth
remembering that all of our celebrations are rooted in history. Fifty-six men came
forward to sign the Declaration of Independence. These men pledged their lives,
their fortunes and their sacred honors. All signers knew that the penalty for high
treason to England. Ben Franklin said, “We must hang together”, or assuredly
“We will hang separately.” John Hancock signed the Declaration of Independence
in large script so that King George could read it without his spectacles. These 56
men were brave and their courage created a nation built on human dignity, and
where today, every man, woman and child has a right to a future of freedom. This
bravery has been passed down from generation to generation with millions of men,
and women, who fought and sacrificed to keep our nation free for the last 247 years.
Let’s all be thankful for our independence and freedoms we enjoy today.

On Jﬂlji" 1%, the KofC begins a new fraternal year (2(!'24-2(}25_) Our Counecal
will once again start to prepare a set of programs and events consistent with the
mission of our Order. We are inviting all members to get involved with this effort.
We welcome your input. Volunteer! Come to meetings! Meet new members!
Have fun! And we hope to see you soon!

“Council Wins 5% Columbian Award in a Row!”

We are happy to report that our Council has been notified by Supreme that
it has won the coveted Columbian Award for the 5% year in a row. This award
1s given to Councils that meet twelve rigorous goals in the KofC “Faith-
in-Action” programs. Congratulations to our membership under the leadership of
Grand Knight Mike McKeating, for your dedication and hard work in achieving
this award. Great Job Guys!

Lackawanna Youth Baseball Team

Council 2243 sponsors a youth baseball team called the “Yankees” in the
Lackawanna Legends baseball league. The kids are 10 years old and play their
last two home games this week at Sanders Field, the baseball diamonds behind
Fran-Ceil Custard stand on South Park Avenue. On Thursday, June 27, the
team plays at 6 PM; on Saturday, June 29 the team plays at 11 AM. If you have

the time, come out and support the team! They’d love to see you cheer them
on!
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Financial Secretary Message

Council Elections

Council officer elections took place at our June Council meeting. As aresult, the following members
are your officers for the fraternal year, July 1, 2024 to June 30, 2025. Congratulations to our new officers
for stepping forward 1o lead our Couneil in the upcoming year.

Eugene R. Mendrysa — Grand Knight Donald H. Thompson — Deputy Grand Knight
James J. Tojek — Chancellor Bruce M. Coleman Sr. - Treasurer

Leonard I. Fusco - Recorder Michael P. McKeating — Advocate

Charles A. Noonan — Warden Brian J. Gannon — Inside Guard

John W. Radwan — Financial Secretary* Sal P. Howard — Qutside Guard

Robert V. Meegan — 1 yr Trustee Terrence W. McCann — 2 yr Trustee

John F. Sowinski Jr. — 3 yr Trustee Rev. Justin J. Steeg - Chaplain*®

Lecturer* - Currently Vacant

*assigned/not an elected position

Er. Baker Council #2243 Officer Installation Dinner — Thursday, July 11

Our Council will celebrate the installation. of officers on Thursday, July 11, 2024 at 6:30 PM at the Ilio
DiPaolo Restaurant in Blasdell, NY. The ceremony stands as an annual reminder to the Council officers
of their duty to shape and build character of their members. This is done through the love of neighbor and
the love of God by offering and conducting charitable programs, which strengthens our parishes and builds
up the Domestic Church. The life, health and strength of the Council is dependent upon the actions of our
Catholic fraternal leaders, taking action and working together. Newly elected officers should wear jackets.

Brother officers please be prompt. We will be honored to have NYS Treasurer and Council PGK, John
Sowinski, lead the ceremony.

OLV “Pennies to Heaven” Carnival & Chicken BBO — Sunda . Julv 28

The Fr. Baker Council will again help to support the OLV annual fundraiser “Pennies to Heaven™.
Our Council has traditionally volunteered to help make this fundraiser a success. This year our Council
will be returning to once again, hold a popular and fun-filled “Wine Toss” event. We will also help out
with the grilling of hot dogs and hamburgers. Come out, toss some rings and win a bottle, or two, of
wine.

Fr. Baker Annual Council Member Familv Picnie — Sundav, August 11

Our Annual Council Family Picnic is scheduled for Sunday, August 11, 2024 from 1:00 — 5:00 PM
and will be held at Our Lady of Bistrica Catholic Church Pavilion at 1619 Abbott Road in Lackawanna.
Weidner BBQ Catering will be providing the food which includes BBQ chicken + ribs, with buttered
spuds, BBQ beans, macaroni and chef salads, coleslaw, roll with butter and deserts. Beer, wine soda pop
and water are included. Dennis George “Quiz Master™ will be back, as well as the 50/50 drawing and the
ever popular “Lottery Hat™ raffle.

The cost for members and their guests is only $25. Simply mail the form below and payment to Gene
Mendrysa at 5029 Shimerville Road, Clarence, NY 14031, or contact Gene at (716) 634-8997 for
additional reservation and payment details. Reserve your seating early as this is a popular event. If you
would Like to volunteer to help out at our picnic contact Gene.

If paying by check, please make the check payable to: Fr. Baker Council #2243
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The Council’s annual “Summer Sweeps™ drawing will take place at our annual picnic on August 11 at
Our Lady of Bistrica parish pavilion, Eight cash prizes will be awarded (1% place prize - $2,500; 2" place
prize - $1,500; 3 place prize - $500; 4™ to 8t place prizes - $100 each). The seller(s) of each winning
ticket will receive an amount equal to 10% of the winning ticket amount! Tickets are $20 each and are
now available to buy and sell by contacting John Radwan at (716-597-8893). Tickets will also be
available at our Council’s July 10% meeting at the Matthew Glab Post. The proceeds will support our
Charitable Faith-in-Action Programs.

Father Baker K of © #2243

Summer Sweepsiakes Raffie
1st Prize - $2,500.90 * 2nd - Prize $1500.00
3rd Prize - $500.00 * 4th-8th Prize - $108.00

August 11, 2024
10% INCENTIVE TO SELLER EOR 8 PRIZES
(IRS Regulations Apply}
Donation $20.00

Fr. Baker Council #2243 Thanks You for Your Support
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The Special Olympics Golf Tournament, sponsored by the WNY Conference of the KofC, will be held
at Rizzo’s at Rothland Golf Course in Akron on Saturday, August 17, 2024. Details, ad book and entry
form will be available on the Chapter website — hitps://r716/us/W/. The date will be here before you

et

know it and it’s very helpful to the committee for any advance arrangements. Mark your calendars and
reserve the date. Patron ads are online. Feel free to contact Bob LaBarbera l2bamba 1528 amail.com or
716-495-2246 with your questions or concerms. Attached is the golf tournament application.

Council #2243 members will be reimbursed $20 of their golf fee, Reimbursement will occur after the
date of the tournament.

Y= [ T . ey
M rrriemy & try o S ae Meeler T2 4
LEIviad v ULRCRE M lER Y LRrALL
[ LA e

Congratulations to our June Trivia contest winner, Tom Huzinec, who was the ﬁrst to correctly answer
the question... What was the name of the Junior High School located on Ridge Road in Lackawanna that
burned down on December 19, 1980? The correct answer is Herbert Hoover Jr. High School. Tom thanks
for playing our Council Trivia contest and hope you enjoy your $10 gift card from Tim Horton’s.
21estien — What empire did Turkey belong to during WWII? Remember to email your answer to Gene
ﬁgund_;y_sa at gene.mendrysaf@email.com A reminder, those who won in the last 90 days are ineligible.
Good Luck!




WNY Chapier and WNY FDD Association
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To Benefit Special Olympics of WNY
VWhen: Samrday, Augwst 172, 2934
Where: Rizzo’s at Rothland (Fommerly Rofland GC)  Time: 3:30-9:15: Remsiration. Drivine Range

12089 Clarence Center Koad #9532 Alver NY 34001 Shotowm Stz at 930
Dimmer at Approx 4:30

Cost: 3125/Golfer ($220 if paid br 7/31) Dizmer Oniy $40

Includes: 18 Eoles Golf & Cart Driving Range, eniry fees for vellow ball & contested koles. No 2xtrs monies
will be collerted arregistration 30730 & Basket roffles available. Also. Lrmch 2t the fiwe Steck & Chicken Dizmer
Make Razzo 15 a promizent local restanremteny and 2 Brother Knighe of Cobumbrns,

Personal Coolers are allowed or the following basis: The cowse asks thar vou only stock them with wemr, pitars)
or jusce’no guor plezse. As mn the past we will heve Beer. nop & water availsble on fhe comse. This 5 the onfy
alecholiz beverage avalable during play.

PLAYTRS NANE AND PHONE NUAIBER:
L}

I

3
43

Please enter twosomes or fonrsomes onlyfoften difficnlt to xssign singlesiis OK for Comedl’s to fund golfers,

Donaticns: Cask, G Certificates or Merchandise (esp. golfirelatad) zladiy zocented. Beer donations will help
keep our ovechead down to benefit the charity. Contact Bob LaBarbera: 716-495-2246 [abembaiil2 oy smal com

AD BOOK APPIICATIONDeadbne it T728/2024:
Inside Cover — back or front — Foll Page: S15E Eciundes Tee Sion

Fall Page - $129 Includes Tee Sien

Half Page - $76

Quarter Page - S

Pamron - 88

Tee Sicn Onir - 57

ArtworkSeripted Ads emad to: lebambel 328 @iemail com by 7312024,

Qmestions? Bob LaBxrber 7154052245 or Mika Gropewski 7163703312

¥ Donated prizes and baskets gladly accepted. Please contact Bob LaBarbera,

PALAKE ATL CHECKS PAVABLE TO: Special Olvmpics of TN

B SEND CEECKS TO: Beb LaBarbera - 1523 Tuscarora Road Ningara Falls NV 14304

No more Iate tee times or extra-long days driving home in the dark. We remain a reasonably priced svent.
b ATl dozations to Specis] Olrmpics are fax-deductible.
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Senior Knishts Social Club Summer Meetings

There will not be any meetings in July and August. The Seniors will be taking a well-deserved summer
vacation. The next meeting will take place on Thursday, September 5% at 1:30 PM at the Glab Post.
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Julv 2024 “Happv Birthdav” Brothers

Best Birthday wishes to all Brother Knights who have birthdays in the month of July. Hope you enjoy
your day and may “God Bless You Always™!

Happy Birthday to: Vincent J. Becker, Matthew Cardino, Bruce M. Coleman Sr., Joseph F. Foley, John I.
Gawronski, Christopher J. Grzybowski, Robert J. Hageman Jr., Robert W. Hall, Robert F. Hartman, Otto
R. Johnson, Robert M. Joslyn Sr., Paul M. Kendzierski, Rev. David G. LiPuma, John A. McDonald,

Desmond McManus, Kevin V. Meegan, Connor M. Oakley, Daniel A. Quinn, Patrick A. Reidy, Frank A.
Rossi, Stanley G. Sobaszek, John P. Todorof, James J. Tojek, Thomas J. Warren and David M. Wozniak.

Prav for the Sick

Please pray for the following: Michael McKeating, Fred Bradley and Columbiettes President Linda
Smolen.

KefC Coffee & Doughnuts After 10 AM Mass at OLV Basilica — Sandav. Sent.

I~

The next Coffee & Doughnuts, aka “Discipleship & Doughnuts” will take place on Sunday, Sept 1,
after the 10 AM Mass at OLV Basilica in the Marian Room on the lower level. Come for Mass and stay
for coffee, juice and doughnuts afterwards. This event is sponsored by the generosity of the Fr. Baker
Council #2243 of the Knights of Columbus and hosted by the Columbiettes. We will be using this time to
inform parishioners about the Knights and particularly, Fr. Baker Council and the Columbieties. This is
also another opportunity to recruit new members. Brother Knights are encouraged to invite family,
friends and co-workers who may want to learn more on becoming a Knight, or a Columbiette. This social
event will be not be held during the summer months of June, July and August.

WNY Chapter Report Summarv

C&B Books - Raffle tickets (4/per book) for the Charitable & Benevolent raffle sponsored by the NY
State Council of the KofC are available for purchase or to sell, by calling Gene Mendrysa (716) 634-8997.
Cost of each book of tickets is $12. Top prize is $25.0000, second place 1s $10,000, third place is $5,000
followed by 10 prizes of $1,000 each! Drawings to take place on 12/7/2024. Ticket stubs should be turned
into Gene by July 10™ to be eligible for the “Sellers Quick Start” drawings.

Color Corps of the 4" Degree - The Color Corps of the 4% Degree meets every second Thursday of
cach month from 6 PM to 7:30 PM at the Fr. Justin Council in Cheektowaga. All 4t Degree members
interested in joining the Color Corps, are welcome to attend. Corps members should bring your beret,
sword, social baldric and white gloves. All Faithful Navigators and Color Corps Commanders should
attend and encourage other Brother Knights to attend as well. All Color Corps members and their
families who would like to join in at the Buffalo Naval Park on Memorial Day are welcome.

Wheelchairs — This initiative provides aid to those who lack the freedom of mobility in our
communities and around the world. Whether councils are presenting wheelchairs to local veterans and
neighbors in need, or donating funds to benefit those abroad, mobility brings with it independence and
dignity. Obtained at discount prices, these wheelchairs change the lives of their recipients.
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Columbiettes Corner

Prayv for l.inda!

On June 18", we were sad to receive an email from the Columbiettes’ Vice President. Kathleen
Rogers, informing the KofC that Columbiettes President, Linda Smolen fell yesterday and would undergo
surgery on Thursday, June 20" at ECMC. On June 26" we received an email from Linda with an update
on her condition. Linda is being transferred to Rehab where she will begin Physical and Occupational
therapy predicting to last 3 weeks. Then depending on how the progress goes she would probably go to
the Elderwood facility in Wheatfield for extra rehab. Please keep Linda in your thoughts and prayers,
asking God to bless her and for a speedy recovery and a return to good health.

Previously, Columbiettes President, Lind Smolen and Vice President, Kathleen Rogers spent a
weekend at the NY State Convention for the voting of state representatives and meeting with fellow
Columbiettes from other Counties. Below are a few pictures taken at the convention.
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Announcement & Event Details

Wed. July 10 — Regular Council Meeting - 7:00 PM

Qur regular Council meeting will take place on Wednesday, July 10, 2024 at 7 PM sharp at the
Matthew Glab Post. All Council members are invited and encouraged to attend these meetings. Our focus
will be on our upcoming summer events and our 2024/2025 Faith-in-Action Programs. Please consider
getting involved with the direction and future of vour Couneil. Your input is important.

Thurs. July 11 I'r. Baker Council #2243 Officer Installation & Dinner — 6:30 PM

T

The annual Knights of Columbus Installation of QOfficers Dinner will be held on July 11, 2024 at Ilio
DiPaolo’s restaurant in Blasdell, NY. The doors open at 6:30 PM with dinner at 6:45 PM followed by the
installation ceremony. Officers please be prompt. We will be honored to have NYS Treasurer and
Council PGK, John Sowinski, perform the ceremony.

Fri. July 26 — WNY Chapter/Conference Meeting 6:30 PM

As of this time the location of the next WNY Chapter meeting has yet to be determined. Please our
Couneil website for an update.

Wed. July 31 — Columbiette’s Regular Meeting ~ 6:30 PM

The Columbiette’s meeting will be held on July 31, 2024 at 6:30 PM at the Matthew Glab Post. This
meeting will focus on the programs and activities for the 2024/2025 fraternal year. A summary of the items
discussed will be included in our August Arma Dextra newsletter.

Fr. Baker Council #2243

Knights of Columbus
Youwre Invited Council Members® Family Picnic
Ter Sonday, Aug. 11,2024 1-5PM
e Our Lady of Bistrica Croatian Catholic Church Pevilion
Cur PlenicBBQ 1619 Abbott Road, Lackawanna, NY

MENU: ¥ BBQ chicken + ribs combo with buttered spuds, coleslaw, roll & butter, BBQ beans, chef salad, macaroni salad and
desserts. Beer, wine, soda pop and water also included. DESSERTS WOULD BE APPRECTATED. PLEASE LET US
KNOW IF YOU CAN CONTRIBUTE!

NOTE: PAYMENT MUST BE RECEIVED BY AUG. 2
MONEY WILL NOT BE COLLECTED AT THE DOOR

Phone # . $25.00

Council Member Name (primt)
___ Guests (additional $25.00 each).  +

TOTAL

MATL YOUR FORM & PAYMENT TO: Gene Mendrysa
5029 Shimerville Road
Clarence, NY 14031

Reservations or Questions? Contact Gene Mendrysa (716-634-8997)



