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UPCOMING

Sun. Aung 13 Fr. Baker Coun.
Annual Family Picnic and
Sweepstakes Raffle - Pg 3

Sat. Aug 19

‘Day of Caring” 5Golf
Tournament at Rizzo’s
Rothland — Pg 6

Tues. July 4
Independence Day
May God Bless America

Wed. July 5
Fr Baker Council

Installation of Officers at llio
DiPaolo’s Rest
6:00 PM -Pg 5

Thurs. July 6
No Sr. Knights Meeting in
July & Aungust

Wed. Julv 12

Regular Council at Glab Post
7:00 PM—-Pg 5

Fri. July 28
WNY Chapter Mitg TBA

Wed. July 26
Columbiette’s Regular Mtg
At Matthew Glab Post

6.30 PM—-Pg5

GK — Mike Mckeating
T16-228-5129

FS —John Radwan
716-675-1804

Insur. Agent — Mike
Gruszewski-716-579-4312

Grand Knight Message — “Independence Day”

Dear Brother Knights,

As we celebrate our Independence Day with family and friends, it’s worth
remembering that all of our celebrations are rooted in history. Fifty six men came
forward to sign the Declaration of Independence. These men pledged their lives,
their fortunes and their sacred honors. All signers knew the penalty for high
treason to England. Ben Franklin said, “We must hang together™, or assuredly
“we will hang separately.” John Hancock signed the Declaration of Independence
in large script so that King George could read it without his spectacles. These 56
men were brave and their courage created a nation built on human dignity where
today, every man, woman and child has a right to a future of freedom. This bravery
has been passed down from generation to generation with millions of men, and
women, who fought and sacrificed to keep our nation free for the last 247 years.
Let’s all be thankful for our independence and freedoms we enjoy today.

On July 1%, the KofC begins a new fraternal year (2023/2024). Our Council
will once again start to prepare a set of programs and events consistent with the
mission of our Order. We are inviting all members to get involved with this effort.
We wekome your input. Volunteer! Come to meetings! Meet new members!
Hope to see you soon!

Our annual picnic scheduled for Sunday, August 13* and will be here before
you know it. Please contact Gene Mendrysa at 716-634-8997 to confirm your
reservation. This is a great picnic. Come and enjoy it!

Also, tickets are still available for our Sweepestakes Raffle. The cost 1s only
$20 for chances to win $2500, $1500, $500, or one of five 100 prizes. Call John
Radwan at 716-597-8893 for tickets.

Our Lady of Victory — Pray for Us! Gene Mendrysa - PGK
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Financial Secretary Message

Mass of Thanksgiving Fr. Jeffrey Donovan — Sunday, June 4th

On Saturday, June 3, Jeffrey Donovan was ordained as a priest at St. Joseph Cathedral in Buffalo. Fr.
Donovan, a parishioner of Our Lady of Victory Basilica, then celebrated his first Mass at OLV on Sunday,
June 4, 2023. Council #2243 is proud of his accomplishment and helped to support his education financially
during his time as a seminarian. Afier Mass, a reception was held in the Parish cafeteria, Pleas keep
Fr.Jeffrey in your prayers as begins his new ministry in Wellsville, NY.

Fr. Jeffrey Donovan’s Sunday “Mass of Thanksgiving” at OLV June 4, 2023
Pictured (1 to r) Council Brother Knights Jim Tojek, Gene Mendrysa, Fr. Jeffrey
Donovan, John Radwan and Don Thompson

Deceased Council Members

John P. O"Halloren, Jr, a Third degree member of Council #2243 and a member of the Knights of
Columbus for 61 years, passed away on May 20. Also, Thomas E. Mazurek, age 75. Tom was a Third
Degree Council #2243 member and a member of the Knights of Columbus for 48 years.

Please remember the O'Halloren and Mazurek families in your prayers.
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Financial Secretary Message — cont.

Council Elections

Council officer elections took place at our June Council meeting. As a result, the following members
are your officers for the fraternal year, July 1, 2023 to June 30, 2024.

Michael McKeating - Grand Knight Donald Thompson - Deputy Grand Knight
James Tojek — Chancellor Bruce Coleman Sr. — Treasurer

Len Fusco - Recorder (rene Mendrysa — Advocate

John Radwan — Financial Secretary* Fred Bradley -- Outside Guard

Tyler Schenck — Inside Guard Robert Meegan — Trustee

John Sowinski - Trustee Terrence McCann - Trustee

Fr. Romulus - Chaplamm*®
*assigned/not an elected position
Officer Position Vacancy — Warden

Any Third or Fourth Degree Council member in good standing, is eligible for the position. His duties
include: Supervise and maintain all council property, Arranges the council chambers for meetings and
degree exemplifications, oversee the inside and outside guards and performs other such duties as directed
by the Grand Knight.

Sun. August 13 — Fr. Baker “Annual Council Members Family Picnic” 1:00 — 5:00 PM

Our Annual Council Family Picnic is scheduled for August 13, 2023 from 1- 5 PM and will be held at Our
Lady of Bistrica Croation Catholic Church Pavilion at 1619 Abbott Road, in Lackawanna. Weidner’s Catering
will be providing the food which includes, BBQ) chicken + ribs, with buttered spuds, BB(Q beans, macaroni and
chef salads, coleslaw, roll with butter and deserts. Beer, wine, soda pop and water are included. (Games include a
trivia contest and PLLNKO. We will also have a 50/50 drawing and the ever popular “Lottery Hat™ raffle.

Have you made your reservation yet? Please do so ASAP. It is important for us to know how many
persons are attending so we can let the caterer know. Please send your payment(s) to Gene Mendrysa ,
5029 Shimerville Rd, Clarence, NY 14031. Make checks payable to Fr. Baker Council #2243,
Questions? Contact Gene Mendrysa at 716-207-9036.

Council #2243 sponsors the “Yankees™ baseball team of 10 year oldsin the Lackawanna Legends
(youth) Baseball League. Playoffs begin July 5. Playoff scheduling will be available on our website
and via email when it becomes available.
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Financial Secretary Message — cont.

Sun. August 13 — Council Summer Sweepstakes Raftle

To continue our fundraising efforts for our local charitable organizations AND to give our supporters
a chance to win some big money, we are holding our “Summer Sweepstakes” raffle on Sunday, August
13™ at our Council Pienic. Tickets are only $20 each and are currently still available. Anyone interested
in buying and/or selling Summer Sweeps tickets should call John Radwan at (716) 675-1804, or by
sending an email to: knights2243(@gmail.com Top prize is $2,500, followed by $1,500, $500 and 5,
$100 cash prizes.

Just think for a moment, your chances of winning one of our large prizes are much better than your
chances of winning similar prizes in the casinos or lotteries. Even if you don’t win, you will be
supporting worthy and charitable causes through our Council.

Father Baker K of C #2243 -
£ Summer Sweepstakes Raffie {iﬂ
o = 1st Prize - $2,500.00 * 2nd Prize - $1,500.00 o -
= & 3rd Prize - $500 .00 * 4th-8th Prize - $100.00 S
= E August 13, 2023 s
i | E 10% INCENTIVE TO SELLER FOR 8 PRIZES A :
> = £ (IRS Regulations Apply) > =
e R Donation $20.00
= Sl & 3 Fr. Baker Councll #2243 Thanks You For Your Suppord

Trivia Contest — July 2023

We are sorry to report that there was no winner for the month of June. The correct answer to the
question — Who was the only major league player to win the MVP Award in the American and National
league — the answer is Frank Robinson.

Question — Stayving with baseball, as a player how many World Series rings did Yogi Berra win? First
correct answer received wins a $10 Tim Horton’s gift card. Remember to email your answer to Gene
Mendrysa at gene.mendrysa@gmail.com Just a reminder, those who won 1n the last 90 days are
ineligible. Good Luck to All!

Knights of Columbus Insurance — Agent Mike Gruszewski

For all of your K of C insurance needs or questions, please call Brother Knight, Mike Gruszewski at
716-579-4312. Mike 1s now our council’s insurance agent. Mike’s email address is:
Michael GruszewskiwKOFC.ORG. If Mike is unavailable, please contact KofC insurance general

agent, John P. Hoolick at (570) 654-3390, or email at JOHN. HOOLICK@KOFC.ORG. All members
are encouraged to periodically, at least once per year or upon lhifestyle changes, to review your policies,
especially vour beneficiaries.

Also, call Mike to look into the new products that are now available. He’ll be glad to answer all of

your questions and concerns. This is a great ime to review your investments.
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July 2023 “Happy Birthday” Brothers

Best Birthday wishes to all Brother Knights who have birthdays in the month of July. Hope you
enjoy your day and may “God Bless You Always™!

Happy Birthday to: Vincent J. Becker, Matthew Cardino, Bruce Coleman Sr., Michael DeMarie Jr.,
Joseph F. Foley Jr., David A. Freitus, John J. Gawronski, Christopher J. Grzybowski, Robert J. Hageman
Jr., Robert W. Hall, Robert F. Hartman, Otto R. Johnson, Robert M. Joslyn Sr., Paul M. Kendzierski, John
A. MacDonald, Desmond McManus, Kevin V. Meegan, Connor M. Qakley, Alexander Procyk, Daniel A.
Quinn, Patrick A. Reidy, Frank A. Rossi, Stanley (. Sobaszek, John P. Todorof, James J. Tojek, Thomas
J. Warren, Peter (5. Weaver and David M. Wozniak.

Announcement & Event Details

Wed. July 5 — Fr. Baker Council Installation of Officers 6:00 PM

Our Council will celebrate the installation of officers on Wednesday, July 5, 2023 at 6:00 PM at the Ilio
DiPaolo Restaurant in Blasdell, NY. The ceremony stands as an annual reminder to the Council officers
of their duty to shape and build character of their members. This is done through the love of neighbor and
the love of God by offering and conducting charitable programs, which strengthens our parishes and builds
up the Domestice Church. The life, health and strength of the Council is dependent upon the actions of our
Catholic fraternal leaders, taking action and working together. Newly elected officers should wear jackets.
Our District Deputy Ed Hughes will lead the ceremony.

At this event we will also honor one of our members who was recently elected to the high position
as NYS Council Tresurer, John F. Sowinski. Congratulations John!

Thurs. July 6 — Senior Knights Meeting

The Semor Knights meeting will not be held on July 6, 2023 at 1:30 PM. As usual the Seniors will
ce a well desrerved vacation during the summer months. The next Senior Knights meeting will be Sept.
7,2023 at 1:30 PM at the Matthew (lab Post. Enjoy the summer!

Wed. July 12 - Regular Council Meeting 7:00 PM

Our regular Council meeting will be held on July 12, 2023 at 7 PM at the Matthew (Glab Post. All Fr.
Baker Council members are invited and encouraged to attend these meetings. Our focus will be on our Aug
13" Annual Family Picnic and our 2023 Summer Sweepstakes Raffle. Please consider volunteering for our
events. (et involved and provide input into the direction for your Council.

Thurs. July 26 — Columbiette’s Regular Meeting — 6:30 PM

The Columbiette’s meeting will be held on July 26, 2023 at 6:30 PM at the Matthew Glab Post. A
summary of the items discussed will presented to our membership at our next regular Council meeting on
August 9, 2023,

Fri. July 28 — WNY Chapter/Conference Meeting 6:30 PM

This WNY Chapter meeting is scheduled for Friday, July 28, 2023 at a location to be announced. The
Grand Knight will share the information received with our membership at our next regular Council meeting
on August 9, 2023.
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Upcoming Announcement & Event Details

Knights of Columbus “Day of Caring” Golf Tournament

The annual “Day of Caring” golf tournament (for both men and women), to benefit the Special Olympies
Of WNY, will take place on Saturday, August 19, 2023 at Rizzo’s at Rothlands GC (formerly Rothlands GC),

located at 12089 Clarence Center Road in Akron, NY. The event is sponsored by the WNY Chapter of the
KofC and the Former District Deputy Assn.

Please review the attached 2 documents. Cost pef golfer if you pay before July 28, is $115. If you pay
after July 28, your cost is $120. Fr. Baker Council will reimburse each Fr. Baker Council member (in good
standing) $15 toward the cost of their golf after the tournament is over and after our Treasurer receives golfer

registration informantion from the tournament officials. Fr. Baker Council has nothing to do with running the
tournament.

Thje attached document has additional details regarding onsite registration, donations accepted, menu,
golf program ads and tee box sponsorships. Page 2 is for any individual who would like to donate $5 to be
a “patron” of the event and be recognized in the event’s program book! Non-golfers who would like to attend
the dinner will pay $40 each.

Golfers need to fill out the attached registration form. Gert your foursomes (or twosomes) lined up before
you start to fill out the registration form. Also, send the names of the golfers in your foursomes to John Radwan
(ir04 10 aol.com) for reimbursement purposes. Individual golfers not in the foursome (or twosome) should
email John Radwan so he can try to pair you up with other Fr. Baker Council members, if possible.

Do not send any money to Fr.Baker Council. Make all checks pavable to Special Olympics of WNY.

All money(checks or cash) along with the registration forms must be sent to:
Bob LaBarbera
1528 Tuscarora Rd.
Niagara Falls, NY 14304

Text or call Bob at 716-495-2246 if you have any questions.



WNY Chapter and WNY FDD Association
Knights of Columbus Day of Caring Golf Tournament

To Benefit Special Olympics of WNY
When: Saturday, August 19%, 2023

Where: Rizzo’s at Rothland (Formerly Rothland GC)  Times: 8:30-9:15: Registration, Driving Range
12089 Clarence Center Road #9332 Akron, NY 14001 Shotgun Start at 9:30
Dinner at Approx 4:30

Cest: $120/Golfer ($115 if pd by 7/28) Dinner Only: $40

Includes: 18 Holes Golf & Cart, Driving Range, Choice of Hot Dog/Hamburger, Beer/Pop at turn, Dinner
wcnamm&m&mmsmpmmmcmckmﬂmmm@m
Cub,BakadPotameweetPntato.GneandaHalfHoursBeer&PapaiDilmmMichizmisawminﬂnlmal
restauranteur and also a Brother Knight of Columbus.

MMmaﬂMﬁemMﬂﬂmoﬂysﬂkﬁmﬁmmpﬂpmjﬁmmhmPﬂ%
wwﬂlhmb:aavailablemtbﬁom.ﬂisisﬂmonlyalmhol.ichﬂmgeamilablcdmingplay.

Prizes: Foursome Ball, Closest to the pin, Closest to the line (Men & Women), Basket Raffle, Split Drawing.
FLAYERS NAME AND PHONE NUMBER:

1)
2.
3.,
4.,
Please enter twosomes or foursomes only/often difficult to assign singlesfis OK for Council’s to fund solfers.

Donations: Cash, Gift Cextificates or Merchandise (esp. golf-related) gladly accepted. Beer donations will help
keep our overhead down to benefit the charity. Contact Lew Herman: 716-984-1983 lewh52(@)gmail.com

AD BOOK APPLICATION/Deadline is 7/28/2023:
Imside Cover — back er front — Full Page: $150 Includes Tee Sign

Full Page - $120 Includes Tee Sign
Half Page - $70
Quarter Page - 540
Patrom - 35
Tee Sign Only - $75

Artwork/Scripted Ads email to labambal528@ gmail.com or vondy4790@ gmail.com by 7/28/2023.
Questions? Bob LaBarbera 716-495-2246, Lew Herman 716-984-1983 or Mike Gruzewski 716-579-4312

MAKE ALL CHECKS PAYABLE TO: Special Olympics of WNY.
SEND CHECKS TO: Bob LaBarbera - 1528 Tuscarora Road Niagara Falls NY 14304
No more Iate tee times or extra-long days driving home in the dark. We remain a reasonably priced event.
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Special Qigmpics

WNRCEEES ¢3¢ € EIVEIGE S

PATRONS $5.00 Each

Day of Caring Charitable Golf Tournament for Special Olympics Saturday, August 19, 2023

Checks Payable to: Special Olympics of Western New York

Mail to: Bob LaBarberza 1528 Tuscarora Road Niagara Falls, NY 14304
Text or Call 716-495-2246 Email: labambal528@pmail com

Grand Knights: Please circulate this at a Council Meeting or event
Mail to Bob by July 28 to be printed in the program book.




