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2026 January Calendar

Thurs. Jan. 1

Solemnity of Mary, Holy Day
Of Obligation,

Happy New Year!

Thurs. Jan. 1 :

No January Sr. Knights Mtg.
Next Mtg Feb. 5 at 1:30 PM
At the Glab Post — Pg 3

Sat. Jan. 10
WNY Chapter Mtg at

St. Gregory the Great Council
8:30 AM-Pg3

Sun. Jan. 11

Donuts & Discipleship
After 8 & 10 AM OLV Mass
In Marian Room — Pg 3

Wed. Jan. 14
Regular Council Mtg - Office
6:30 PM - Pg 4

Thurs. Jan. 15

Council COR Program in
OLV Community Room
6:30 PM - Pg 4

Mon. Jan. 26
Council Bus. Mtg - Office
6:30 PM - Pg 4

Wed. Jan. 28
Columbiette Mtg - OLV
Community Room

6:30 PM - Pg 4

GK - Glenn Reid

716-830-3993

FS — John Radwan
716-675-1804

‘Insur. Agent — Mike Gruszewski
716-579-4312

“Ring in the New Year!”

The phrase “Ring in the New Year” means to celebrate the beginning of the
new year, often with parties, events or specific traditions. The expression stems
from the historical and religious practice of ringing church bells at midnight on
New Year’s Eve to ward off evil spirits and welcome new beginnings. The phrase
was popularized by Alfred Lord Tennyson’s 1850 poem in “Ring Out, Wild Bells”

which includes the famous stanza, “Ring out the old, ring in the new”.

“Happy New Year to our Council Brother Knights, and Your Families”!

Fr. Baker Council’s “Faith-in-Action Programs for 2025-2026

As we turn the page on our calendars to a new year, our Council does some-

thing similar as we prepared our agenda to help those in need. The following
will serve as our guideline for our service programs for the 2025-2026:

FAITH

Support Seminarians

OLYV Pennies to Heaven
Building Domestic Church Kiosk
OLV Victory Nite

COR Evangelization

COMMUNITY

Coats for Kids
Basketball Free Throw Contest

St. Vincent de Paul Helping Hands

Youth Baseball Support

FAMILY

Food for Families
Good Friday Promotion
Doughnuts & Discipleship

OLV Elementary School Tuition Support

LIFE

Special Olympics of WNY
St.Gianna Molla Outreach Center
Those in Need Mass Support

Fr. Baker Council #2243 Annual Dues for 2026

“Honorary” and “Regular” Council 2243 members are reminded to pay
their council dues ASAP. Council dues is $10 for Honorary members; $40 for
Regular members. Email reminders will be sent to members who gave us their
email addresses. A list of members and the dues amount each owes, will be

attached to the email. Payment should be sent to John Radwan, 130 Main St., West

Seneca, NY 14224. Make your check payable to Fr Baker Council 2243. Dues

can also be paid online by going to our website, http://www.fatherbakerkofc.com.

On the home page, click on "News & Announcements" in the column on the
left. Scroll down to the PAY DUES logo, select your payment amount, and
click on the Pay Now button to complete the transaction. Payments made
online, via PayPal, will be $11 for Honorary members; $42 for Regular

members because of fees paid to PayPal.



Financial Secretary Message

Council Membership

Congratulations and welcome to our newest members, Richard Diamond, Alex Hellert and William
Hayden who transferred to our Council from St. Eudes Council in Buffalo. Welcome aboard! We look
forward to your presence at upcoming Council meetings and active participation in Council activities!

Pray for the Deceased and the Sick

On December 3, 2025, Patrick M. McKeating passed away at the age of 57. Patrick was the son of
Council 2243 Past Grand Knight, Michael P. McKeating. Please keep the McKeating family in your
prayers.

On December 12, 2025, Patricia Anne Peinkofer-Mazurek, mother of Council 2243 member Thomas
Peinkofer, passed away at the age of 91. Please pray for Patricia and the Peinkofer family.

Please remember our ill Council and Columbiette members and family members in your prayers,
namely, Fred Bradley, Jim Tojek, Don Thompson, and Sal & Sarah Howard. Also, please pray for
John Sowinski’s wife, Elaine Sowinski, and Columbiette, Mary Anne Jackson.

Trivia Contest — December 2025

We are sorry to report that we did not have a winner in the December trivia contest. The answer to the
question — Who is the current WNY Chapter President? The correct answer is Carl Galente. Our Fr.
Baker Council hosted the November 2025 Western New York Chapter meeting with numerous Councils
in attendance. Remember, to email your answer to Gene Mendrysa at gene.mendrysa@gmail.com The
winner will receive a $10 gift card from Tim Horton’s. A reminder, those who won in the last 90 days are
ineligible. Good Luck!

Question — Our Council received its Charter from Supreme in 1921. What was the name of our
Council then, and who is Charter member number 1? Remember to email your answer to Gene Mendrysa

at gene.mendrysa@gmail.com The winner will receive a $10 gift card from Tim Horton’s. A reminder,
those who won in the last 90 days are ineligible. Good Luck!

Council “KofC Coats for Kids” Campaign

On Friday, December 5", members of our Council and the Columbiettes met in our office to sort the
72 coats that were purchased. Students at OLV Elementary School and Notre Dame Academy School
received these winter coats, as well as hats and scarves donated by the Columbiettes. Our year-round
fundralsmg efforts help to pay for the new coats that are warmly received by the grateful students!
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November 2025 Fundraising Raffle

Our Council’s “November Daily Lottery Number Drawings” ran from November 1% through
November 30%. Attached is a list of the winners. Hope you won! Your support is much appreciated.

Basketball Free Throw Contest

Our Council’s annual basketball free throw contest for boys and girls ages 9-14 took place on Sunday,
December 21. The event results and names of the winners will be announced in our February newsletter.

Doughnuts & Discipleship — OLV Basilica

The next "Meet and Greet" will take place on Sunday, January 11, after the 8 AM and 10 AM Masses
at OLV Basilica in the Marian Room on the lower level. Come for Mass and stay for coffee, juice and
doughnuts afterwards. This event is sponsored by the generosity of the Fr. Baker Council #2243 of the
Knights of Columbus and hosted by the Columbiettes. We will be using this time to inform parishioners
about the Knights and particularly, Fr. Baker Council and the Columbiettes. This is also another
opportunity to recruit new members. Brother Knights are encouraged to invite family, friends and co-
workers who may want to learn more on becoming a Knight, or a Columbiette.

January 2026 “Happy Birthday” Brothers

Best Birthday wishes to all Brother Knights who have birthdays in the month of January. Hope you
enjoy your day and may “God Bless You Always”!

Happy Birthday to: Victor Liberta, Edward J. Seres, James W. Sowinski, Kevin R. Surdyke, Joseph P.
DeBergalis Jr., Rev. Matthew J. Zirnheld, Frederic J. Marrano, John P. Meegan, Lance D. Wells, Michael
J. Cusack, Duane T. Liebler, George J. Colern Jr., Richard T. Donovan, Eugene A. O’Rourke, Michael D.
Check, James M. Joynt, Edward M. Lalley, James T. Lubecki, Mark M. Lowrey, Vincent J. Meegan,
Allan L. Szaras, Chase Pellow and William M. Walz.

Announcement & Event Details

Thurs. Jan. 1 - Sr. Knights Meeting — Canceled

The Sr. Knights meeting will NOT be held on Thursday, January 1, 2026 due to the holiday.
There next meeting will be held on Thursday, February 5% at 1:30 PM at the Glab Post.

Sat. Jan. 10 — WNY Chapter Meeting — 8:30 AM

The next WNY Chapter meeting will be held on Saturday, January 10™ at St. Gregory the Great
Council in Williamsville, NY. Doors open at 8:00 AM, breakfast at 8:30, and meeting at 9:00 AM.

Sun. Jan. 11 — “Doughnuts & Discipleship” After 8 & 10 AM Masses at OLV Basilica

The next “Meet and Greet” will take place on Sunday, January 11, after the 8 AM and 10 AM
Masses at OLV Basilica in the Marian Room on the lower level. Come for Mass and stay for coffee,
juice and doughnuts afterwards. This event is sponsored by the generosity of the Fr. Baker Council #2243
of the Knights of Columbus and hosted by the Columbiettes. We will be using this time to inform
parishioners about the Knights and particularly, Fr. Baker Council and the Columbiettes. This is also
another opportunity for the Knights and Columbiettes to recruit new members.




Announcement & Event Details - cont.

Wed. Jan. 14 — Regular Council Mtg — 6:30 PM

Our regular Council meeting will take place on Wednesday, January 14, 2026 at 6:30 PM sharp at
our COUNCIL OFFICE at 780 Ridge Road. The meeting will focus on the fraternal activities for the

upcoming fraternal. Brother Knights, it’s time to step-up and get involved with the direction and
future of your Council. Remember, this is your Council!

Thurs. Jan. 15 — Evangelization & Faith Formation — COR Program — 6:30 PM

The Knights of Columbus Father Baker Council #2243 is sponsoring and inviting ALL men of our
parish, 18 years and older, to join us for our monthly COR meeting in the Community Room in the
lower Basilica. The format will include light refreshments, saying the rosary as a group, and an engaging
discussion regarding our personal faith in Christ. Consider taking the next important step in your journey to
becoming closer to Christ. Please consider joining COR.

Mon. Jan. 26 — Council Business Mtg — 6:30 PM

Our next Council Business meeting will take place on Monday, January 26, 2026 at 6:30 PM sharp at
our COUNCIL OFFICE at 780 Ridge Road. The meeting will focus on the fraternal activities for the
upcoming fraternal. Brother Knights, it’s time to step-up and get involved with the direction and
future of your Council. Remember, this is your Council!

Wed. Jan. 28 — Columbiettes Meeting — 6:30 PM

The Columbiette’s meeting will be held on Wednesday, January 28, 2026 at 6:30 PM at the OLV
Community Room in the basement of OLV Basilica. This meeting will focus on the programs and
activities scheduled and the planning for 2026.

Thurs. - KofC Color Core of the 4™ Degree

The Color Corps of the 4" Degree meets every second Thursday of each Month from 6 PM to 7:30
PM at the Fr. Justin Council in Cheektowaga. All 4™ Degree members interested in joining the Color

Corps, are welcome to attend. Current Color Corps members should bring your beret, sword, social
baldric and white gloves.

Columbiettes Corner - Submitted by Linda Smolen, President, Father Baker Columbiettes

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from the Columbiettes! May the blessings of the season be
with you all during the holidays.

December was filled with joy and loving moments that will last forever in our hearts. The
Columbiettes collaborated with the Knights on the Coats for Kids Project. Columbiettes, Ann Plandowski
and Cathie Holmes made all of the warm and colorful scarves and hats to go along with the beautiful
coats purchased by the Knights for the kids at OLV Elementary and Notre Dame Academy. What a
fantastic team we made. Sorting the coats, matching the hats and scarves and packing them up for
delivery to the schools. This is definitely one of the Columbiettes favorite projects! Thanks to Kathleen
Rogers and Linda Smolen for their help with this yearly event.



Columbiettes Corner — cont,

On December 17th, three of the Columbiettes (Jackie Tyrpak, Kathleen Rogers and Linda Smolen) made
a visit to the retired Sisters of St. Joseph at St. Francis Park. These three elves delivered gifts to the
Sisters from the members of our Auxiliary. What a wonderful time we had meeting all of the Sisters and
sharing in their stories and conversations. They were so happy and grateful for their gifts. What a
blessing to have these lovely ladies in our community.

And finally, the Columbiettes are sad to bid farewell to the lady who started and formed our Auxiliary
back in 2021. Maryanne Jackson is moving to Arizona to be with her daughter and family. As a token of
our gratitude and appreciation, Maryanne was given a framed picture of our Lady of Guadalupe. We wish
her Hope, Peace Joy and Love, the themes of Advent as she begins her new journey. It’s not goodbye
Maryanne - just “see ya.” You will always be in our thoughts and prayers.

Happy Birthday - Blessings and Best wishes to our December birthday Columbiettes: Linda Smolen
(December 23rd) Vicky McEvoy (December 27th) and Cathie Holmes (December 30th.)

Ann Plandowski, Linda Smolen, Cathie Holmes & Kathleen Get Well Maryanne Jackson
Rogers Sorting “Coats for Kids” and Winter Hats

Gifts for the Sisters Retirement at St. Francis Park
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November 2025
Lottery Number Drawing
Winners List

Lottery Ticket
November | Amount | Number | Ticket BUYER | BUYER Last |Ticket SELLER| Ticket SELLER
Date Won Drawn First Name Name First Name | Last Name
1 b $100.00] 302 Judi Bottone Eugene Mendrysa
2 $25.00| 718 Tina Thiel Otto Johnson
3 $25.00f 897 Samuel Longo Jr Gerald Broderick
Sr Knights
4 - $25.00f 272 Social Club Gene Mendrysa
5 SNOT SOLD 646
6 NOT SOLEy| 378
7 NOT SOLD 608
8 $25.00 853 Erica Raepple John Radwan
9 MO SOLD 406
10 NOT 500D 219
11 | $100.00] 201 James Barry James Barry
12 “OT SOLD 355
13 MNOUSOLD 454
14 NOVE SOV 402
15 $25.00f 815 Jim Walsh Gerald Broderick
16 $25.00 11 John Rudnicki Jr John Rudnicki
17 $25.00f 655 Donald Knott Donald Knott
18 $25.00] 583 Tiffany Huller Richard Kret
19 $25.00f 328 Christine Kret Richard Kret
20 $25.00] 639 James Maj TJames Maj
21 $25.00 82 Jay Golabek Richard Kret
22 $25.00] 821 Lucinda Schaefer David Schaefer
23 NP SOLD 997
24 $25.00 679 David Sasiadek David Sasiadek
25 $25.00] 882 Samuel Longo Jr Gerald Broderick
26 $25.00] 858 James Tojek James Tojek
27 . $100.00] 792 Stanley Sobaszek Stanley Sobaszek
28 $25.00f S75 Robert Meegan Robert Meegan
29 $25.00f 610 Rev Matthew Zirnheld John Radwan
30 $25.00f 950 Roseann Frost Gaetano | Solis-Sanchez

*DENOTES BONUS PAYDAY
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