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Wed. Jan. 1 Dear Brother Knights,
Happy New Year to All! S .
May God Bless Us in 2025 Wishing you and your family a Happy, Healthy and Blessed New Year!
Thurs. Jan. 2 We are happy to report that 2024 was a good year for our Council. We still
Sr. Knights Mtg at Glab Pest  have some challenges that we’re working on, such as Council growth and a desire
1:30 PM -Pg 4 1o have more fraternal events. These challenges will become our goals for 2025.
“’—IW We are happy to report that our Council has received the Knights of Columb
C il Mte at OFFICE € are Dappy 10 repo) our Louncl TECEIV o Ol Lolumnbus
7-00 Plfiufi;.g 4 5= Columbian Award for the 5% straight year. It was presented to our Council by the
Supreme Council in recognition of our charitable works as part of the KofC’s Faith
Sat. Jan. 11 in Action Program for the fraternal year 2023-2024.
WNY Chapter Mtg at East

Aurora Immaculate Concept.
School, 510 Oakwood Ave.
8:30 AM Breakfast—Pg 4

Our Fr. Baker Council hosted the November Western New York Chapter
meeting at the OLV Homes of Charity conference room. This was our Councils
first hosting of a Chapter meeting in many, many, vears. The feedback from the

Sun. Jan. 12 other councils in attendance, was all positive. We look forward to hosting this
Donuts & Discipleship meeting as a regularly scheduled event. This meeting allows us to meet and

After 8 & 10 AM OLV Mass  network with members of the 40+ councils within the Chapter. It’s a good feeling
in Marian Room — Pg 4 to once again be a working partner within this group.

Wed. Jan. 15 R We are also happy to report that the Knights of Columbus of Western New
F}LV New meshmner Mtg York, was honored to receive the 2024 Cure d’Ars Award. NYS Treasurer, Fr.

In Community Room at OLV  pyer Council PGK and current Trustee, John Sowinski Jr. accepted the award
6:30 PM - Pg 4 on behalf of the WNY Chapter. Grand Knight, Gene Mendrysa represented the
Mon. Jan. 27 Fr. Baker Council at this award banquet.

Council Bus, Mtg at Office

6:30 PM —-Po - 4 The Senior Knights held their annual Christmas Party on December 7% at the
Wed. Jan. 20 Matthew Glab Post. Once again, the Semors did a great job holding this party.
Colambiette’s Mitg at OLV In_::ludad were hors d’oenvres, a delicious meal, open bar, live entertainment by the
Community Room Klp!er Brothers, a 50/50 raffle and bottles of wine as door prizes. What a great way
6:30 PM — Pg 4 to kick off the Christmas season.

GK — Gene Mendrysa The Council annual picnic which was held on August 11 at Our Lady of
716-634-8997 Bistrica Parish was the one of the larger picnics in many years. Weidner’s BBQ
FS — John Radwan provided delicious barbecued ribs and roasted chicken dinners and Dennis George,
716-675-1804 the Quiz Master, provided the Trivia Contest entertainment.

Insur. Agent— Mike
Gruszewski 716-579-4312
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Financial Secretary Message

Fr. Baker Council Member Annual Dues

“Regular” and “Honorary” members of our Council are reminded that they should pay their annual
Council dues for 2025 as soon as possible so that the Council is not forced to spend money on envelopes,
stamps and paper for 2™ and 3" “reminder” notices in the coming months. A report listing Council
members and the amount owed can be found on our website, ({atherbakerkofc.com). Here are the 5 steps to
take in order to view the amounts owed on the website and to either pay online or U.S. Mail:

1. On the home page, scroll down to the bottom of the page and click on the blue button labelled

“Members Only”. On the Members Only login page, enter your membership number and date of
birth (mmddyyyyy) and click on “Submit”.

2. Scroll down to the heading “Financial Secretary’s Report Library” and then click on “Access
Financial Secretary’s Report Library”.

3. Click on the dues report title, “Outstanding Dues Balances — 2025”. Members who elect to pay
online will have to pay an “upcharge™ as opposed to those who pay by mail (or in person at the
next Council meeting on January 8%,

4. Members electing to pay online should go to the website’s home page, click on “News &
Announcements”. Scroll down to the red PAY DUES button. Select Regular or Honorary from
the drop-down menu (under the red bution) and then click the Pay Now button. You will then be

taken to a PayPal screen to complete the transaction. If you encounter any problems, call John
Radwan at (716-675-1804).

5. Those members who would like to pay via U.S. Mail should send their payment to:
John Radwan
130 Main Street
West Seneca, NY 14224
Please make your check payable to: Fr. Baker Council #2243 KofC

Fr. Baker Couneil #2243 Holds KofC Free Throw Competition — Jan 12, 2025

Qur Fr. Council’s annual free throw competition for boys and girls, ages 9 to 14 will be held at Our Lady
of Victory Elementary School gym on Sunday, January 12%. We will be setting up ay 9 AM. Doors open
at 9:30 and the competition will begin promptly at 10 AM. Entry forms are available at the OLV Elementary
School office and at the event. Birth certificates should be shown to prove the age of contestants. Please enter
the gym using door 3C which faces South Park Avenue. Winners of our local contest will move on to the
“District” level competition to be held at the Hamburg Council on Sunday, January 26%.

We will need volunteers to help with ball retrieval and score keepers. The more volunteers we have,
the quicker we can get home to watch the football games beginning at 1 PM! Volunteers should call
Bob Mcegan (716-348-6119) or John Radwan (716-597-8893).

KofC NYS Council 2024 Charitable &Benevolent Raffle Final Drawing Winners

The final drawing of the Charitable & Benevolent Raffle sponsored by the NY State Council of the
KofC was held on December 7, 2024. Thank you to all who purchased tickets and to those who sold them.
Your support is very much appreciated. Attached is the list of the final drawing winners.



NYS C&E Program - 2024
Drawing Winners - December 7, 2024

Ticket #

Name Address | Phone# Seller / Council
Council # 2366
) Claude Dessureault
G Priz
osonny | 548630 | JeffeyBaber | 'rUOnFANR | (g45) 5366601 | 11 Prisila Lane
; Rouses Point, NY 12973
- 518-420-8229
Second Prize B 210 North Oak Street Council #5983
($10,000) 445848 Mike Antonucci Massapequa, NY 11758 (516) 795-0095 Same
Third Prize 207 Tyler St Council #3928
wso0n | 085573 John Pranzo Riverhead. Ny 11901 | (631)234-3302 Lt
) & Shawnee Dr Council # 5983
1, £
$1,000 Prize | 349841 Vincent Catalan | \ ' ey (516) 735-2370 s
B N Council # 12223
Temy McTonaugh
S1000Prize | 241358 | MaryTeachman | o0 CONIERG | (315)427:6729 | 3332 Dennison R
: Cato, NY 13033
(315) 720-3704
_ 554 Gamsey Rd Council # 15917
%1,000 Prize 250360 Chris Mueller Fairport, NY 14450 {585) 509-8000 i
) | 10 Kings Hill Road, Apt 1 Council # 9254
§1,000 Prize 596317 Andrew Domeneih Waiden, NY 12586 (B45) 283-5698 Self
Council # 272
$1000Prize | 562709 | StStephensSchool | T SO NS | (315)789-1606 Bob Castor
: (315) 521-2570
$1.000Prize | 011493 Tom Hayes 16 ComelyLane |40y 705 4764 Coundil #3394

Latham, NY 12110

Self




51,000 Prize

171 Creek Rd

020067 | JosephMorcelle | oo S 0y | (716)652:2286 Council # 11883
Council # 9042

$1,000 Prize | 221938 Susan Bird No Address Listed (315) 243-5572 Rocco Lupo
(315) 237-9228

. 2525 Compass Pointe S .
$1,000 Prize | 385340 HH’ER"‘“ Cag‘m“e Wynd (845) 6417392 "‘3”“"5“:::555
i Leland, NC 28451

$1,000 Prize | 180885 Effi Hermann NoAddress Listed | (914)420-2446 Council #6205
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Financial Secretary Message — cont.

Fr. Baker Council #2243 Winpers of the 2024 November Dailv Number Drawings

Attached is the list of the winners of our November 2024 daily lottery number raffle. Council
member Ray Checko sold the most tickets and won $50. Congratulation to all. Thank you to all who
purchased tickets and to those who sold tickets. Your support is very much appreciated.

Er. Baker Council #2243 2025 March Dailv Number Drawings

Tickets are now on sale for our next lottery number drawings in March 2025! Tickets are only $5
each and will be available at the upcoming Sr. Knights Social Club meeting scheduled for Thursday,
January 2°¢ at 1:30 PM at the Matthew Glab Post and also at our next Regular Council meeting on
Wednesday, January 8% at our Council office. You can also contact John Radwan (716-597-8893). Hurry
before your favorite numbers are taken! Twenty-five dollars each day to the holders of winning numbers
drawn except for March 17, 19 & 29 when the prize is $100 each day!

KofC Fr. Baker Council #2283
. Bfarch 2025 Daily Number Ralffie ¢
Dally Prize - 525.00
St Palrick’s Bay 307 $100.00
5t Jnsaph®s Day 319 - S100.00
Foundiar's Doy 3/29 - 5100.00

Winning Ticket Daterminad by NYS Evening Dally #
S50.00 Inceniive to the Top Sellor of Tickets oy

Tickets Must be Recaived by 2/208/2025 = E
Donation 5500

Winrges WIT be Faid by Cheds & Mated on H4TIE5

965
Wisti 24 Ko R4 Dally Patle

965

malpliEheis e

i

Meme
fdiress
ity

i i

Trivia Contest — Januarv 2025

We are happy to report that Dave Schaefer was the first to submit the correct answer to the question,
What is the meaning of the acronym WYSIWYG? The correct answer is “What You See Is What You
Get”, a term used when looking to print something from your computer screen. Congratulations to Dave
Schaefer. Hope you enjoy your $10 gift card to Tim Horton’s.

Ouestion — In what city did the Pros football team play during the 1920°s? Remember to email your
answer to Gene Mendrysa at gene.mendrvsa@gmail.com The winner will receive a $10 gift card from
Tim Horton’s. A reminder, those who won in the last 90 days are ineligible. Good Luck!

Januarv 2025 “Happyv Birthdav” Brothers

Best Birthday wishes to all Brother Knights who have birthdays in the month of January. Hope you
enjoy your day and may “God Bless You Always™!

Happy Birthday to: Michael D. Check, Mason T. Coleman, George J. Colern Jr., Michael J. Cusack,
Joseph P. DeBergalis Jr., Richard T. Donovan, James M. Joynt, Edward M. Lalley, Victor Liberta, Duane
T. Liebler, Mark R. Lowrey, James T. Lubecki, Frederick J. Marrano, John P. Meegan, Vincent J.
Meegan, Eugene A. O'Rourke, Thomas J. Pasiecznik, Edward J. Seres, James W. Sowinski, Kevin R.
Surdyke, Allan L. Szaras, William M. Walz, Lance D). Wells and Rev. Matthew J. Zimnheld.

Prav for the Sick

Please pray for the following: Fred Bradley, Elaine Sowinski, and Columbiettes President Linda Smolen.
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Announcement & Event Details

Thurs. Jan 2 — Sr. Knichts Meeting — 1:30 PM

The Sr. Knights meeting will be held on January 2, 2025 at 1:30 PM at the Matthew Glab Post. All
Council #2243 Knights, age of 55 and older, are eligible and encouraged to join the Sr. Knights Social
Club. This is a terrific club! Simply contact Otto Johnson at (716) 998-4433 to join. The discussion will
focus on the follow-up to the Senior Knight's Christras Party and future events.

Wed. Jan 8 — Regular Council Meeting - 7:00 PM

Our regular Council meeting will take place on Wednesday, January 8, 2025 at 7 PM sharp at our
COUNCIL OFFICE at 780 Ridge Road. The meeting will focus on new fraternal activities for the

upcoming fraternal year, We welcome your input. Brother Knights, you are always welcome to attend
our meetings. Come, and et involved with the dircection and future of your Council.

Sat. Jan 1] - KofC WNY Chapter Meeting — 8:30 AM

The next WNY Chapter meeting will be held by the East Aurora Council at the Immaculate
Conception School at 510 Oakwood Ave. in East Aurora, NY 14052. A continental breakfast will be
available at 8:30 AM followed by the meeting at 9:00 AM. Meeting closure is expected by 11:00 AM.

The next Coffee & Doughnuts, aka “Discipleship & Doughnuts” will take place on Sunday, Jan 12th,
after the 8 & 10 AM Mass at OLV Basilica in the Marian Room on the lower level. Come for Mass and
stay for free coffee, juice and doughnuts afterwards. This event is sponsored by the generosity of the Fr.
Baker Council #2243 of the Knights of Columbus and hosted by the Columbiettes. We will be using this
time to inform parishioners about the Knights and particularly, Fr. Baker Council and the Columbiettes.
This is also another opportunity to recruit new members. Brother Knights are encouraged to invite
family, friends and co-workers who may want to learn more on becoming a Knight, or a Columbiette.

Wed. Jan 15 — OLV New Parishioner Welcomine & KofC Recruitment Initiative

Our Fr. Baker Council has been invited to attend the OLV New Parishioner gathering which is
scheduled for January 15, 2025 at 6:30 PM in the Community Room in the basement the Basilica. This will
be an opportunity for our Council to meet new parishioners and to promote and provide information on the
benefits of joining the Knights of Columbus Fr. Baker Council.

Mon. Jan 27 — Council Business Meeting - 6:30 PM

Our Council business meeting will take place on Monday, January 27, 2025 at 6:30 PM at our

Council Office. at 780 Ridge Road. The meeting will focus our financials and planning strategy for the
upcOmIng year.

Wed. Jan 29 — Columbiettes Meeting — 6:30 PM

The Columbiette’s meeting will be held on January 29, 2025 at 6:30 PM at the OLV Community Room
in the basement of OLV Basilica. This meeting will focus on the programs and activities scheduled for
2025. A summary of the items discussed will be included in the February Arma Dextra newsletter.
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Columbiettes Corner

The Columbiettes have had a very busy end of the month and are now winding down for the holidays.
Our monthly meeting included a party with pizza, snacks and delicious desserts made by our members.

We had a great time with the Mystery Gift Exchange; deciding whether to keep what we chose or trading
it with someone else.

The KofC teamed up with the Columbiettes for Doughnuts and Discipleship as we do each month.
The parishioners were waiting in line to get their coffee and doughnut. What a wonderful turnout! The
Children’s Youth Group shared the morning with us and a surpnise visitor walked into the room. Yes, it
was Santa himself. What a treat for the kids! Parents took pictures and brought gifts for the needy
children in the community. Teaching the kids that it is not just about receiving gifts but also about giving.
Thank you, Tina Hatem, Youth Director, for your leadership at the Basilica.

Finally, wish to say a great big thank you again to Sal (KofC) and his sister Sarah (Columbiette)
Howard for their donation of the “travelling flag™ and stand to our Auxiliary, which was made by Sal.
We are grateful for their kindness and support.

The Columbiettes extend a very blessed Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to all who read our
“Columbiettes Corner™ each month. It i1s our pleasure to share our news, activities, events and pictures

with vou all.
Columbiette Birthdays

Happy December birthday wishes to Columbiettes Linda Smolen, December 23%, Vicky McEvoy,
December 27™ and Cathie Holmes, December 30™. Enjoy your special day — celebrating you!

il .

L. : S M e R

Happy Holidays for the Fr. Baker Columbiettes #2243
(1-r) JoAnn Zurek, Maryanne Jackson, Linda Smolen, Pat Jarosz, Paula Mascio, Isabelle Welsh &
Kathleen Rogers
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Columbiettes Corner — cont.

Santa visits Columbiettes at Dec. 8th Donuts & Columbiettes “Traveling Flag”.
Discipleship (1-r) Linda Smolen, Santa & Ann The stand was made by KofC member Sal Howard.
Plandowski & Pat Jarosz The flag & stand were donated by Sal and sister

Sarah, a member of the Columbiettes.




