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2024 January Calendar Fr. Baker Council #2243 Wins 4
UPCOMING Columbian Award in a Row!!!!
Council March Lottery Raffle

Tickets are on sale for only $5 For the fourth straight year, Father Baker Council #2243 has received the
For Details —Pg 3 KofC’s Columbian Award! It was presented to our Council by the Supreme

N Fanct Council in recognition of our charitable works of the KofC’s “Faith in Action”
mﬁy of Mary, The  Programs during the 2022-2023 fraternal year. Those programs included:
Holy Mother of God RSVP (support seminarian vocation program} - $500;
13 ¥ 1

Happs New Vear Hrefers. Food for Families (donation to Russell J. Salvatore food pantry located in
Thurs. Jan 4 Lackawanna, NY) - $500;
Sr. Knights Mtg at Glab Post

Coats for Kids - distribution of 72 new winter coats to students at QLV

1:30 PM -Pg 5 Elementary School and the Lackawanna School District costing $1,152;
Sun. Jan 7 Special Olympics NY - $2,000 donation from the proceeds of our Councils
Coffee & Donuts at OLV meat raffle held on October 29, 2022;
:::;:: _ag;rﬁﬂ i Pregnancy Center Support - $500 donated to the St. Gianna Molla Pregnancy
Outreach Center

Hedeian § atholic Men’s Spiritual Reflection Conference - Councils are required to host
Banticm of the Lord Catholic Men’s Spirit eflection Conference - Councils are requi 1

P or attend a Spiritual Reflection event for the men of the Council and the pansh,
Wed. Jan 10 lasting at least a dav long and attended by at least 10 men (3300);
Reg. Council Mg at Glab Post  g11qring the “Keep Christ in Christmas poster contest at OLV Elementary
T7:00 PM — Pg 6 School:
Fri. Jan 26 Resupplying the informational booklets in the “Building Domestic Church”
gNYhChagtﬂ ﬁc’-:lfgz;; - kiosk at OLV Basilica ($150);
6:30 PM P26 Sponsoring a Lackawanna Youth baseball team ($500 donation):

Sponsoring a KofC basketball free throw contest at OLV Elementary School for

Sun. Jan 23 ouths (9-14) years of age ($50);
District Basketball Free Throw ¥ ’
Contest at Hamburg Council Helping Hands Program — donating $500 to OLV Conference of St. Vincent de
12:00 Noon —Pg 6 Paul Society;
Wed. Jan 31 Ukraine Relief Fund - donation of 52,048.
Columbiette’s Mte-Glab Post ) )
6:30 PM —Pg 6 Congratulations to our Council officers, and the rank & file members who

GK — Mike McKeating assisted in achieving this Columbian Award.

716-228-5129

FS — John Radwan
T16-675-1804

Insur. Agent — Mike
Gruszewski-716-579-4312

(Great Job Council!!
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Congratulations to Deacon Mark Bialkowski of OLV parish and Sal Howard, our latest members of
Council #2243,

Also, congratulations to Robert V. Meegan, a 3" Degree knight who attained Honorary [ife status!
Bob has been a member of the KofC for 48 years.

And, also congratulations to Michael Waltz, a 3™ Degree knight who attained Honorary Life status!
Mike has been a member of the KofC for 43 vears.

Annual Council Memorial Mass — December 14, 2023

Our Fr. Baker Council #2243 Annual Memorial Mass was held on December 14, 2023 at OLV
Basilica. This special Mass was celebrated by Rev. Msgr. David LiPuma, replacing our Council
Chaplain, Fr. Romulus Rosolowski who passed away. The family turnout was terrific, with over 60 in
attendance. The newly formed Fr. Baker Council affiliate, the Columbiettes, were also present for this
special long-time tradition of our Council. They helped with bringing snacks, set-up, and assisting family
members of the honorees when needed. Many thanks to all who brought a wonderful assortment of food.
May our Brother Knights rest in peace. Our Lady of Victory pray for them.

Kof( Free Throw Basketball Competition Results

The KofC free throw contest sponsored by our Council took place on Saturday, December 16 at OLV
Llementary School. Winners, all from OLV, were: Landon Kurczewski, Rowan Geary, Noah
Wollschlager, Kyle Geary, Jonathan Bohan and Morgan Sitarek. Also participating were Olivia and
Anaona McDonald. Winners will go on to participate against the winners of other councils at the
“District” competition at Hamburg Council on Sunday, January 28, 2024. Thanks 10 our volunteers who
made this event possible: Chuck Bridge, Shirley Cowan, Bob Meegan, Brad Nutty, Barbara Radwan,
John Radwan, Mike Ryan, Dave Schaefer and OLV Athletic Director, Rick Diamond.
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KofC Free Throw “Local” Contest at OLV Elementary — Dec. 16, 2023
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March 2024 Lotterv Number Raffle

Once again, our Council is holding its lottery number drawings in the month of March, 2024. Daily
winming ticket numbers will be based on the daily evening 3-digit numbers drawn by the NY State
Lottery. Tickets are available to buy or sell by contacting either John Radwan (716-675-1804) or Gene
Mendrysa (716-207-9036). Tickets will also be available at the Matthew Glab Post bar and upcoming
Council and Sr. Knights meetings.

The daily prize is $25.00, and the St. Patrick’s Day (3/17), the St. Joseph™s Day (3/19) and Easter
Sunday (3/31) is $100.00 each. There’s also a $50.00 incentive to the Top Seller of tickets. Get your
tickets early. This is a popular raffle. Each ticket purchased has 31 chances to win a prize.

Deceased Members

Remember in your prayers, Dennis J. Bossi, age 83, who passed away on November 18, 2023. Dennis
was the brother of Father Baker Council member, Rev. Paul R. Bossi.

Donation to Special Olvmpics

As a result of our successful meat raffle on November 4, our Council was once again able to donate
$2.000 to Special Olympics NY. Shown in the photo is “Dana”, a Special Olympian accepting a $2,000
check on behalf of Special Olympies NY, from Financial Secretary, John Radwan of Father Baker
Council 2243 on December 20, 2023.

Special Olympian “Dana™ Receiving a Check from Council Financial Secretary
John Radwan — Dec. 20, 2023
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Financial Secretary Message — cont.

NYS Council Knights of Columbus “Charitable & Benevolent” (C&B) Drawing

The New York State Council 2023 C&B raffle final drawing was held on Saturday, December 2™ at
Villa Roma Resort in Callicoon, New York. The Grand Prize was $25,000, 2% Prize was $10,000, 3™
Prize was $5,000 and there were ten $1,000 Prizes. The proceeds go to support the Knights of Columbus
charitable programs such as Catholic High School Scholarships, Special Olympics, Coats for Kids, Pro-
Life Activities, Disaster Relief and local council activities. Overall, our Council 1n concert with OLV
parish, sold 256 booklets (Council 52 and OLV parish 204). This resulted in our Council receiving $312
and OLV receiving $1350. The list of winners is attached to this copy of our newsletter. Thank you to all
who purchased, and/or sold, tickets during this 2023 C&B campaign. Your effort 1s much appreciated.

Council Dues for 2024

“Regular” and “Honorary” members who owe Council dues for 2024 should pay their annual dues
now. A list of who owes dues for 2024 is available on our website. On the home page. click on
SMEMBERS ONLY™ in the column on the left. Login with your member 1D and date of birth
(MMDDYYYY). On the next page. click on “COUNCIL MEMBER OWING DUES for 20247
to view the report. Send vour payment to: John Radwan, 130 Main St., West Seneca, NY 14224, Make
vour check payable to “Fr. Baker Council 2243”. Your promptness is much appreciated.

Trivia Contest — Januaryv 2024

Congratulations to our December Trivia contest winner, Don Thompson, who was the first to correctly
answer the question... What Lackawanna football player played in the 1973 North-South Senior Bowl
game in Mobile, Alabama, and threw 2 TD’s in the 4™ quarter, and 194 yards passing while only playing
half the pame? Unfortunately, the South beat the North 33-30. The correct answer was Ron Jaworski.
Don thanks for playing our Council Trivia contest and hope you enjoy your 510 gift card from Tim
Horton’s. And thanks to the many who played and had the correct answer, but was simply not the first to
be received.

(Juestion —What is the last event in the decathlon? Remember, to email your answer to Gene Mendrysa
at gene.mendrysajwigmail.com Just a reminder, those who won m the last 90 days are ineligible. Good
Luck to All! Have fun!

January 2024 “Happy Birthday” Brothers

Best Birthday wishes to all Brother Knights who have birthdays in the month of January. Hope
1!'

you enjoy your day and may “God Bless You Always

Happy Birthday to: Michael D. Check, Mason T. Coleman, George J. Colemn Jr., Michael J. Cusack,
Joseph P. DeBergalis Jr., Richard T. Donovan, James M. Joynt, Edward M. Lalley, Victor Liberta, Duane
T. Liebler, Mark R. Lowrey, James T. Lubecki, Frederick J. Marrano, John P. Meegan, Vincent J.
Meegan, Eugene A. (O’ Rourke, Thomas J. Pasiecznik, Edward J. Seres, James W. Sowinski, Kevin R.
Surdyke, Allan L.. Szaras, William M. Walz, Lance D. Wells and Rev. Matthew J. Zirnheld.




Knights of Columbus

Charitable & Benevolent Raffle
Final Drawing Winners
Dec. 2, 2023

Prize Ticket # Name Seller/Council
Grand Prize 624837 Carmine Bartoli Self
$25,000 Council #410
Second Prize 496549 Joe Ingara Frank
$10,000 Council #11416
Third Prize 164661 Maureen Metzger  Tom Bergman
55,000 Council #13661
$1,000 Prize 099144 William Busch Same

Council #291
$1,000 Prize 148218 Mariec Kruczlnicki  Same

Council #12637
$1.000 Prnize 202107 Cnstina Celono No Solicitor Listed

Council #6561
$1.000 Prize 504366 Sanet Costa

(No Last Name) Council #725
$1000 Prize 368960 OLBS Catholic No Solicitor Listed
Academy Council #430

$1000 Prize 633839 Daniel Marengo Self

Council #12361
$1000 Prize 662832 Robert H. Koch LaForfida

Council #309
$1000 Prize 310040 Jeff Cadge LalLunr(sp)

Council #311
$1000 Prize 604919 Michael A. Patti Self

Council #6526
$1000 Prize 557773 Mike Hoffman Jeff Hoffman

Council #3481
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Columbiettes Corner

The KofC' Annual Memonal Mass was so beautiful and heartwarming. The Columbiettes were
honored 10 be in¢luded in the Mass and to be able to honor one of our deceased members, Kathleen
“Cookie™ Such, who passed away in January. Columbietie Maryanne Jackson Iit her candle when
Cookies name was called. The Columbiettes were also honored o show our love for our deceased
Chaplain Father Romulus. You could feel his presence in the room. We all miss him so very much.

Linda Smolen, President

Columbiettes at Kof( Annual Memorial Mass — Dec. 14, 2024 at OLV Basilica

Top Row (1-r) — Maryanne Jackson, Ann Plandowski, Paula Mascio, Isabell Welsh, & JoAnn Zurek
Bottom Row (l-r) - Cathie Holmes, [.inda Smolen & Kathleen Rogers

Announcement & Event Details

Thurs. January 4 — Sr. Knights Meeting — 1:30 PM

The Sr. Kmghts meeting will be held on January 4, 2024 at 1:30 PM at the Matthew Glab Post. All
Couneil #2243 Knights, age 55 and over, are eligible and encouraged to join the 5r. Knights Social Club.
This is a terrific club! Simply contact Otto Johnson at (716) 998-4433 to join.
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Sun. January 7 — Coffee & Donuts at OLV Basilica Resumes Afier Mornine Masses

Our Council will once again be sponsoring coffee and donuts after the 8 & 10 AM Masses on the first
Sunday of every other month. Our Council will also be joined by the Columbiettes. This gives us the
opportunity to recruit members for both organizations. Anyone interested in helping, contact Gene
Mendrysa at (716) 207-9036.

Wed. January 10 Regular Council Meeting - 7:00 PM

Our regular Council meeting will be held on January 10, 2024 at 7 PM at the Matthew Glab Post. All
Council members, are invited and encouraged to attend these meetings. Our focus will be on the 2023/2024
fraternal year event planning and recruitment. (et involved with the direction and future of your Council.

Fri. January 26 ~ WNY Chapter/Conference Meeting 6:30 PM

The next WNY Chapter meeting will be held at the Hamburg Council #2220 located at 36 Pierce St. in
Hamburg, starting at 6:30 PM.

Sun. January 28 - KofCU Basketball Free Throw Competition

The Council’s annual basketball free throw contests for all (9-14) year old students, will continue at
the “Iistrict” level. This next level of competition will take place at the Hamburg Councal #2220 on
Sunday, January 28 starting at 12:00 Noon. Come out, support our OLV Elementary School contestants!

Wed. January 31 ~ Columbiette’s Regular Meeting -~ 6:30 PM

The Columbiette’s meeting will be held on January 31, 2024 at 6:30 PM at the Matthew Glab Post. A
summary of the items discussed will be included 1n our February Arma Dextra newsletter.

Colueimbian
Award

Council 2243

Lackawanna

Michael Mckeating
Gramnd Knight

Programs
2022 — 2023




