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2023 Jan. Calendar

Sun. Jan, 1. 2023
“Happy New Year™ and
“God Bless our Council!”

Thurs. Jan.5

Sr. Knights Meeting at
Matthew Glab Post
1:30 PM -Pg 5

Sun. Jan. 8

District Level Free Throw
Contest at Hamburg Council
12:00 Noon Registration &
1:00 PM Competition — Pg 5

Wed. Jan. 11

Regular Council Meeting at
Matthew (lab Post
T:00 PM -Pg 5

Thurs. Jan. 26,2023

Columbiette’s Regular Mtg
At Matthew Glab Post
6:#0 PM - Pg 5

Fri.Jan. 27, 2023

WNY Chapter Meeting at
Hamburg Council

Dinner at 6:30 PM and
Meeting at 7:30 PM - Pg 5

GK - Mike Mckeating

716-228-5129

IS — John Radwan

716-675-1804
Insur. Agent
716-675-1804

— Tom Iwankow

GK Message “Happy New Year”"

Dear Brother Knights,

The Lackawanna Catholic Club has been dissolved and we have received the
proceceds of the sale of the former clubhouse on South Park Avenue. After
expenses of the sale, the amount received was $269, 218. It has been deposited
into a dedicated account in Northwest Bank, segregated from the Council’s
operating account. It cam only be spent on charitable activities or donations.

We made a little over 52000 on the meat raffle. It was disappointing
compared to last year, but we didn’t get the help we had last year. A delegation
of Council officers will meet with the Director of Development, Erica Raepple
from Special Olympics, give her a check for $2,000 and have a discussion with
her about whether to continue this effort.

We have been looking for ways to directly help Ukrainian refugees as part of
our Faith in Action program. I have made contact with the priest at the
Ukrainian Catholic Church at Ridge and South Shore in Lackawanna, (Yes,
they are Catholic and yes, they have married priests. You might be surprised to
know that there are 23 “Rites” in the Catholic Church and 22 of them have
married priests.) They Thompson will run the Council meetings and perform
the other duties of the Grand Knight in my absence. [ can be available by phone
and Zoom during that time. My cell number is 716-228-5129. have already
brought over three families of refugees, two of them are still homeless.

I will be in Florida during January and February. Deputy Grand Knight,
Don

We need volunteers to help run the Family Picnie in August and the Meat
Raffle in November.

Grand Knight — Mike McKeating
Correction — GK, Mike McKeating wrote last month’s Grand Knight’s Message

Financial Secretary Message

Annual Counecil Dues

“Regular” and “Honorary” Council #2243 membcrs are reminded that your
annual dues (340 and $10 respectively) payments are due on January 1, 2023.
“Honorary Life” members are dues exempt. If you are not sure about how
much you owe, contact Financial Secretary, John Radwan at (716-675-1804).
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nnual Council Dues — Cont.

The Council has recently hired a consultant to create the ability for our members to pay their dues
online through PayPal. A small transaction fee will be added to the dues amount to cover the PayPal
fee charged to the Council. Members will be notified when this option is available. In the meantime,
members should pay via regular US mail. Please make checks payable to “Fr. Baker Council #2243.”

KofC Degree Advancement

Current 1st & 2nd Degree Fr. Baker Council members who desire to become 3™ members can do
so be watching a 30-minute video pertaining to the degrees of the KofC. For more information contact
our Financial Secretary, John Radwan (716 675-1804). There is no cost to attain the 37 degree, just the
short amount of time you’re willing to invest. :

Deceased Councii and Familv Members
- Arthur “Jim” Grew, the brother of Council member, Joseph Grew, passed away on October 12.
Jim was 84 at the time of his passing.

- Janet Murray, the mother of Council member, John W. Murray, passed away on December 1.

- Joseph A. D’Amato, a Third Degree member of our Council for 76 years and a Fourth Degree

member of Msgr. Leo Toomey for 74 years, passed away on December 7. Joseph was the most
senior member of our Council at the time of his passing.

- Walter F. Balon, age 98, was a Third Degree member of our Council for 56 years, and the oldest
member of our Council at the time of his passing.

Please remember the families of departed Council members & departed family members, in your
prayers.
Mass Celebrating the Founding of the Knishts of Columbaus

A Mass in remembrance of the founding of the Knights of Columbus by Fr. Michael J. McGivney
will be held at 12:10 PM at Our Lady of Victory Basilica. The founding of the Knights of Columbus
actually took place on February 6, 1882. The first 2 pews in front of the lectern will be reserved for
Council #2243 members. Please try to attend this memorable event of our Order.

i) FFENF
Coats for Kid Prosram

Fr. Baker Council distributed twenty-four winter coats o OLV Elementary School on Tuesday,
November 29". An additional forty-eight winter coats were distributed to the Lackawanna School
District on Thursday, December 1*. Many thanks to all Council members for supporting this effort and
for those volunteers who sorted, tagged and distributed them. These include John Radwan, Bob Meegan,
Terry McCann and Gene Mendrysa. Council’s fundraising activities paid for the coats. Thank you KofC.
s of Columbus Insurance — Acent

Knish Thomas E. Twankow

Please feel free to contact Thomas for all your insurance needs. Thomas can be reached at 716-
844-1251, or email address Thomas.Iwankow(@KofC.org . If Thomas is unavailable, please contact
KofC insurance general agent, John P. Hoolick at (570) 654-3390, or JOHN.HOOLICK@KOFC.ORG.

All members are encouraged to periodically, at least once per year or upon lifestyle changes, to
review your policies, especially your beneficiaries. Also, call Tom to look into the new products that
are now available, especially since interest rates have recently increased. Tom will be happy to answer
all of your guestions.
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March 2023 Lotterv Number Ticket Fundraiser

Tickets are now available to buy and sell for this month-long annual Council event!! For tickets
contact Gene Mendrysa (716-207-9036), John Radwan (716-675-1804) or email knichts2243 email.com
or, purchase them at the Matthew Glab Post, 1965 Abbott Rd, Lackawanna NY. Cost is only S5 per
ticket. An incentive for the seller of the most tickets will receive a $50 prize. The daily winning ticket
number prize is $25. Bonus datcs are St. Patrick’s Day, March 17 and St. Joseph’s Day, March 19t
where the prize is $100. Members, we hold only 2 of these lottery fundraisers per year and need your
support to be successful. These tickets make great stocking stuffers for Christmas gifting. Your
support is always very much appreciated.

KofC Fr. Baker Council #2243 :
March 2023 Daily Number Raffle |
Daily Prize - $25.00 ;
= St. Patrick’s Day 3/17- $100.00 05
= St. Joseph's Day 3119 - $100.00 =
Winning Ticket Determined by NYS Evening Daily # =
o $50.00 Incentive to the Top Seller of Tickets B
= o Tickets Must be Received by 2/28/2023 =
2 2l | 2 3 DONATION $5.00
2 2B aH 0= Winners Will be Paid by Check & Malled on 4/3/2023

January 2023 “Happy Birthday” Brothers

Best Birthday wishcs to all Brother Knights who have birthdays in the month of January. Hope you
enjoy your day and may “God Bless You Always™!

Happy Birthday to: Michael D. Check, Mason T. Coleman, George J. Colern Jr., Michael J. Cusack,
Joseph P. DeBeralis Jr., Richard T. Donovan, James M. Joynt, Edward M. Lalley, Victor Liberta, Duane
T. Liebler, Mark R. Lowrey, James T. Luecki, Frederic J. Marrano, John P. Meegan, Vincent J. Mcegan,
Eugene A. O’Rourke, Thomas J. Pasiecznik, Edward J. Sears, James W. Sowinski, Kevin R. Surdyke,
Allan L. Szaras, William M. Walz, Lance D. Wells and Rey, Matthew J. Zirnheld.

Couneil Recruitment

On December 6, 2023 five Council officers received a 2 hour live training session on the basics of
social media, Facebook in particular. Our goal is to improve our Council’s recruitment effort. The
training consultant was AlysonKellyDesign(AKD) located in Amherst, New York. Topies focused on
learning how to use Facebook as a tool to grow our Council. Tt also included a review of our web site
and proposing a few suggestions to make it more attractive to new prospects. This will be an ongoing
activity as we look forward to becoming more tech savvy and to improve our networking capabilitics.
A follow-up visit to AKD’ office took place on December 19 in an ¢ffort to resolve our issues we have
with implementing PayPal. The Council is looking into an online dues and donation program.
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Basketball Free Throw Competition

The Knights of Columbus Free Throw competition was held on December 17* at the OLV School gym.
The following were declared winners in their respective age and gender groups: Boys age 10 Noah
Wollschlager, age 11 Johnathan Bohan & age 13 Jordan Hill; Girls age 10 Jarilyn Velez, age 12 Olivia
McDonald, age 13 Yoriani Esquilin & age 14 Krista Turner. Winners in each age group and gender will
go on to compete in the “District” competition at the Hamburg Council on Sunday, January 8, 2023,
Unfortunately, severe weather limited the number of participants.

L ———

Senior Knights Christmas Party

The 5r. Knights held their annual Christmas Party at the Matthew Glab Post on Saturday, December
3, 2022 from 6:00 to 10:00 PM. The Seniors did a terrific job organiring this party. The appetizers, the
cocktails and the catered dinner were terrific. The music certainly put every one into the Christmas spirit
and it appeared that there were more prizes given away than attendees. Truly, a terrific and joyous way to
celebrate the Chrisimas season and certainly enjoyed by all. It is hoped that next year will be cven bigger.
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Trivia Contest — January 2023

Congratulations to DGK, Don Thompson for submitting the correct answer. Don will reccive a $10
gift card from Tim Horton’s at our next regular Council meeting in Janaury. The correct answer to the
question — What do the colors of our KofC emblem, namely red, white and blue represent? Two answers
are allowable. A hint - onc answer is ecclesiastical. The first correct answer is — The red, white and blue
in the background of the shield and the foreground of the Cross of Malta are the colors of our country (as
typically displayed in our US flag). As such, red is the symbol of stouthearted courage, of pulsating
activity and full measure of devotion. Blue is the symbol of hope, of calm tranquility under God and of
confidence in the protection of our country. White is the symbol of nobility or purpose, purity of aim and
of crucible — tried ideals to be carried out. But there is another symbolism of color in which red becomes
the reflection of the drips of Christ’s redemptive blood shed upon Calvary, and of the martyr’s blood shed
in defense of the Faith. Red then is the symbol of Faith, of belief in Christ, in the Redemption and in the
knowledge and love of Jesus Christ. 'White is the color of the Eucharistic Host, pledge of God’s
Eucharistic presence among men, of the infinite love God has for man and the overwhelming affection,
which the God-man has for each individual. White then is the symbol of Christ-like Charity. Blue is the
color of Our Lady’s mantle, in which she wrapped her beloved Son, through Whom came salvation to a
sinful world. Blue then is the symbol of Hope. Don, hope you enjoy your gift card, congratulations!

Question — Who was the official owner of our clubhouse on South Park Avenue? First corrcct answer
received wins a $10.00 Tim Horton’s gift card. Remember to email your answer to Gene Mendrysa at
gene.mendreysajwemail.com. Good Luck to All!

Announcement & Event Details

Thurs. January 5 — Senior Knights Meeting — 1:30 PM

The Senior Knights meeting will be held on January 5, 2022 at 1:30 PM at the Matthew Glab Post.
All Council #2243 Knights, age 55 and over, are cligible and encouraged to join the Sr. Knights Social
Club. This is a terrific club! Simply call Club Treasurer, Otto Johnson at (716-998-4433), to join.

Sun. January 8 — KofC “District” Level Free Throw Contest — 12:00 PM

The next step for the winners of our Fr. Baker Council will be to compete against the winners of other
local Councils. The “District” level competition will be held at the Hamburg Council on Sunday, January
8, 2023 with registration at 12 noon, and competition at 1 PM.

Wed. Januarv 11 — Resular Council & Officer’s Plannine Meeting 7:00 PM

Our regular Council and Officer’s planning mecting will be held on January 11, 2023 at 7 PM at the
Matthew Glab Post. All Fr. Baker Council members are invited and encouraged to attend these meetings.
Our focus will be on our programs and our fundraising direction for the upcoming year.

Thurs. January 26 — Columbiette’s Regular Meeting — 6:30 PM

The Columbiette’s regular meeting will be held at 6:30 PM at the Matthew Glab Post. A summary of
this meeting will be presented at our Council’s regular scheduled meeting on February 8, 2023.

Fri. January 27 - WNY Chapter/Conference Meeting 6:30 PM

This WNY Chapter meeting is scheduled for Friday, January 27, 2022 at the Hamburg Council starting
at 6:30 PM for dinner, followed by a Rosary for the deceased at 7:15 PM, followed by the meeting at 7:30
PM. be Grand Knight will share the information received with our Council at the next rezularly scheduled
Council meeting on February 8, 2023.



