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2025 February Calendar

UPCOMING

March Daily # Raffle Tlckets
on Sale for Only $5-Pg 3

Sat. Mar, 8

WNY Chapter Mtg at

Hamburg Council #2220
510 Dakwood Ave.

8:30 AM Breakfast — Pg 4

Thurs. Feb. 6
Sr. Knights Mitg at Glab Post
1:30 PM - Pg 4

Wed. Feb. 12
Reg. Council Mtg at OFFICE
7:00 PM - Pg 4

Fri. Feb 14
St. Valentine’s Day!

Sun. Feb. 16

Donuts & Discipleship
After 8 & 10 AM OLV Mass
in Marian Room — Pg 4

Mon. Feb. 24
Council Bus. Mtg at Office
6:30 PM -Pg-4

Wed. Feb. 26
Columbiette’s Mitg at OLV
Community Room

6:30 PM—-Pg 4

GK - Gene Mendrysa
716-634-8997

FS — John Radwan
716-675-1804

Insur. Agent — Mike
Gruszewski 716-579-4312

“Happy St. Valentine’s Day - 2025!”

Dear Brother Knights,

Wishing you and your loved one, a Happy St. Valentine’s Day!

On February 14™ of each year, the Roman Martyrology commemorates the

anniversary of the martyrdom of St. Valentine of Rome, who is con31dered the
patron saint of lovers and married couples.

Very little is known about the life of St. Valentine, but tradition indicates
that he risked his life to marry couples in a Christian way during the time of
persecution against the Christians. At the time of Valentine’s life many Romans
were converting to Christianity but Emperor Claudius II was a pagan and created
strict laws about what Christians were allowed to do. Claudius II believed that
soldiers should be completely devoted to Rome and therefore passed a law
preventing them from marrying. St. Valentine began to marry these soldiers in

secret Christian ceremonies. He was imprisoned and eventually martyred around
the year 269.

Today, St. Valentine’s Day is a time when couples express their love with
gestures and gifts. But, a couple of other things to consider, are prayer and time.
One of the best things a Catholic couple can do is to show their affection through
words. Praying together is the least we can do with the person we are committed
to. February 14% is a special opportunity to offer a day of prayer for your partner,
for your future together and for everything you are building. We’ve all heard “A
couple that prays together stays together”! Another thing couples can do is to
set aside the consumerism and materialism on Valentine’s Day and offer each
other the most important thing they have, which is their own time. It’s an
expression of love to spend time with each other. Going to dinner or a movie,
or simply watching a movie on TV doesn’t have to be expensive. The important
thing is the time you’re spending together. That’s what counts.

Our Lady of Victory — Pray for Us! Gene Mendrysa - GK

Financial Secretary Message

Council Annual Dues

“First Notices™ have been sent to all Honorary and Regular members who still

owe dues for 2025. Please send your payment ASAP. Contact Financial Secretary
John Radwan at 716-675-1804, if you have questions.
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Financial Secretary Message

Fr. Baker Council Basketball “KofC Free Throw Competition” Results

On Sunday, January 12%, our Council sponsored its annual “Local Level” competition at the OLV gym.
Thirteen boys and girls competed. Seven winners will go on to compete at the “District Level” at the Hamburg
Council on Sunday, January 26™. Winners included: Theodore Lindstrom, Klonii Ray, Anthony Ray, Joshua
Lindstrom, Rowan Geary, Kyle Geary and Noah Risinger. Congratulations to our winners and good luck in the
“District Level” competition. Special thanks to our volunteers: Bruce Coleman Sr., Otto Johnson, Bob Meegan,
Brad Nutty, Aaron Risinger, Mike & Pat Ryan, John & Barbara Radwan and OLV Elementary School Athletic
Director, Rick Diamond.

Fr. Baker Council #2243 Participants at KofC Free Throw Contest “Local Level”
at OLV Elementary School Gym — January 12, 2025

On Sunday, January 26", winners of the “Local Level” competed at the “District Level” at the Hamburg
Council with 3 winners advancing to the “Regional Level” scheduled for Feb. 22" at the Kenmore Council at
1530 Kenmore Street, Buffalo, NY 14216. The winners include; Noah Risinger - age 13 grandson of Bruce
Coleman Sr., Noah Lindstrom — age 11, and Rowan Geary —age 11.

(I-r) Noah Risinger, John Radwan, Joshua Lindstrom, Bruce Coleman Sr., Rowan Geary
Winners at “District Level” at Hamburg Council — January 26, 2025
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Financial Secretary Message — cont.

Fr. Baker Council - 2025 March Daily Number Drawings

Tickets for our upcoming March lottery number drawings have been mailed to our members. We
encourage all members to support our charitable efforts by buying the tickets. Thank you! Completed
ticket stubs and money must be received by the Council by Friday, February 28. Contact John Radwan
(716-675-1804) if you have any questions. Tickets are only $5 each. Prizes are twenty-five dollars each
day to the holders of winning numbers drawn except for March 17, 19 & 29 when the prize is $100 each
day!

KofC Fr. Baker Council #2243

. March 2025 Daily Number Raffie

; Daily Prize - $25.00

8t. Patrick’s Day 3/17 - $100.00

St. Joseph's Day 3/19 - $100.00

Founder's Day 3/29 - $100.00
Winning Ticket Determined by NYS Evening Daily #
$50.00 Incentive to the Top Seller of Tickets
Tickets Must be Received by 2/28/2025

Donation $5.00

‘Winners Will be Pald by Check & Mailod on 4/4/2025
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February 2025 “Happy Birthday” Brothers

Best Birthday wishes to all Brother Knights who have birthdays in the month of February. Hope you
enjoy your day and may “God Bless You Always™!

Happy Birthday to: Joseph A. Basile, Andrew J. Bolibrzuch, Martin P. Boryszak, Gerald E. Broderick,
Michael P. Ciesla, Robert Dulski, John S. Eszak, James F. Gallagher, David A. Guarino, Jeremy P.
Hafner, Dennis W. Kane, Joseph P. Lombardo, Paul E. Mach, Frank J. Matthews Jr., Bernard J. Michaels,
Gary E. Norsen, Gerald E. Pasnik, Charles F. Poloncarz, Thomas J. Reilly, John J. Rudnicki Jt., David R.
Schaefer, Robert Sikorski, Charles F. Skipper, Charles J. Skipper, Joseph E. Smaczniak, Frank Speranza
and Christopher D. Urban.

Pray for the Deceased and the Sick

e Deceased — Please pray for the following Council members and their families during this difficult
time:
o Honorary Life Council member, Stephen D. Paluch, age 85, passed away on 12/23/24.
Stephen was a member of the kofC for 49 years;
o Honorary Life Council member, James “Jim” Sobezak, age 87, passed away on 12/24/24.
Jim was a member of the KofC for 56 years and a regular attendee at the Counci’s Senior
Knights Social Club monthly meetings.
o Honorary Life Council member, William “Bill” J. Dunford, Jr., age 72, passed away on
12/28/24. Bill was a member of the KofC for 52 years and the father of Council member,
Brendan Dunford, brother of Council member, Terrance Dunford and uncle of Council
member, Jason Shell.
e Sick - Please pray for the following: Fred Bradley, Elaine Sowinski, and Columbiettes President
Linda Smolen.
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Trivia Contest — February 2025

We are happy to report that Dave Sasiadek was the first to submit the correct answer to the question,
In what city did the Pros football team play during the 1920’s? The correct answer is Akron, Ohio.
Congratulations to Dave Sasiadek. Hope you enjoy your $10 gift card to Tim Horton’s.

Question — What is the nickname of the first baseman who played for Warsaw Grill and the Polish
Home in the Lackawanna city leagues in the late 50’s and early 60’s? Remember to email your answer

to Gene Mendrysa at gene.mendrysa@gmail.com The winner will receive a $10 gift card from Tim
Horton’s. A reminder, those who won in the last 90 days are ineligible. Good Luck!

Announcement & Event Details

Thurs. Feb. 6 — Sr. Knights Meeting — 1:30 PM

The Sr. Knights meeting will be held on February 6, 2025 at 1:30 PM at the Matthew Glab Post. All
Council #2243 Knights, age of 55 and older, are eligible and encouraged to join the Sr. Knights Social
Club. This is a terrific club! Simply contact Otto Johnson at (716) 998-4433 to join. The discussion will
focus on the scheduling of future events.

Wed. Feb. 12 — Regular Council Meeting - 7:00 PM

Our regular Council meeting will take place on Wednesday, February 12, 2025 at 7 PM sharp at our
COUNCIL OFFICE at 780 Ridge Road. The meeting will focus on new fraternal activities for the
upcoming fraternal year. We welcome your input. Brother Knights, you are always welcome to attend
our meetings. Come, and get involved with the direction and future of your Council.

Feb. - KofC WNY Chapter Meeting

Please note that the WNY Chapter will not meet during the month of February. The next meeting will
be held in March at the Hamburg Council. See the March Arma Dextra for more information.

Sun. Feb. 16 - KofC “Discipleship & Doughnuts” After 8 & 10 AM Mass at OLV Basilica

The next Coffee & Doughnuts, aka “Discipleship & Doughnuts” will take place on Sunday, February
16th, after the 8 & 10 AM Mass at OLV Basilica in the Marian Room on the lower level. Come for Mass
and stay for free coffee, juice and doughnuts afterwards. This event is sponsored by the generosity of the
Fr. Baker Council #2243 of the Knights of Columbus and hosted by the Columbiettes. We will be using
this time to inform parishioners about the Knights and particularly, Fr. Baker Council and the
Columbiettes. This is also another opportunity to recruit new members. All are encouraged to join.

Mon. Feb. 24 — Council Business Meeting - 6:30 PM

Our Council business meeting will take place on Monday, February 24, 2025 at 6:30 PM at our
Council Office. at 780 Ridge Road. The meeting will focus our financials and planning strategy for the
upcoming year.

Wed. Feb. 26 — Co:umbiettes Meeting — 6:30 PM

The Columbiette’s meeting will be held on February 26, 2025 at 6:30 PM at the OLV Community
Room in the basement of OLV Basilica. This meeting will focus on the programs and activities scheduled
for 2025. A summary of the items discussed will be included in the March Arma Dextra newsletter.
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Columbiettes Corner

Can you believe the weather we’ve been experiencing? Can the lake effect snow machine take a rest
for a while? Us south towners have had enough!

OLYV has been hosting informational meetings for the newly registered families that are joining the
parish. Msgr. David and Deacon mark have invited the various ministries of the church to attend a
meeting to share information on the particular ministry they are a part of. Grand Knight, Gene Mendrysa
and Columbiette President, Linda Smolen were asked to present information on their respective
organizations at the January meeting. Attendees received background information and learned of the
many ways that new members would be welcomed into the organization and how their involvement
would benefit the church and the organization. Thank you, Fr. David and Deacon Mark, for letting Gene
and I “get to know” the new parishioners. Both of us are eager to be invited back to another New
Families Welcome in the near future.

The Columbiettes are back in action after the holiday season. The Auxiliary is hard at work planning
and preparing for the upcoming months. They are looking forward to two fundraising efforts to help raise
money for the needy in the community; a 3 Digit Lottery in the spring and a Hot Dog Roast Sale in mid-
summer. Further details will be announced in the upcoming Arma Dextra newsletters. Stay tuned!

The Columbiettes have wonderful news! As you know recruitment is a top priority with our
organization. Because of the Donuts and Discipleship get together that occurs each month, the Auxiliary
has recruited two new candidates for initiation in February. The two new ladies are very happy and
excited to be joining our group. Welcome to the Columbiettes Melanie and Lauralee!

Columbiette Birthdays

Happy December birthday wishes to Columbiettes District Deputy Christa Stewart. Christa celebrated
her birthday on January 21%'. The Father Baker Columbiettes, wish Christa a very happy birthday and
many, many more! We are extremely blessed and thankful for all that she does to help and support our
Auxiliary to be successful.

Enjoy counting down the days to spring. Just think, only 55 days to go based on the writing of this
article. March 20th can’t come soon enough! We can do it!

Submitted by Linda Smolen, President

R g IS

Columbiettes’ Christmas Party with Goodies, Deserts & Mystery Gift Exchange
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Columbiettes Corner — cont.

Msgr. David LiPuma and Columbiettes’ President Linda Smolem
Meet & Greet Attendees at the January Doughnuts & Discipleship Gathering




