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2024 February Calendar OLYV Charities Receives a Hugh Grant

UPCOMING From Lilly Endowment

Council March Lottery Raffle e 5 " ; :
Tickets are on sale for only $5 OLV Charities, which supports OLV Human Services, OLV National Shrine &

: Basilica, and a vanety of imitiatives, received a $1,250,000 grant from Lilly Endow-
For Details - Pg 3 ment Inc., to develop a Catholic Parenting Initiative.

Thurs. Feb 1 a R . e ;
P This 5-year program, funded through Lilly Endowment’s Christian Parenting
sr. Knights Mg at GlabRost .\ 0aregiving Initiative, ‘will work together with the Diocese of Buffalo and en-

1:30 PM —Pg 4 gage directly with families and parishes throughout the diocese’s Road to Renewal
Wed. Feb 14 Parish Family Model. The Catholic Parenting Initiative will provide resources,
Ash Wednesday and programs and formational experiences that will strengthen ministries and supports,

St. Valentine’s Day — Council and give parish faith communities confidence to walk alongside parents and care-
Mtz moved to Tues. Feb 20th  givers as they share their faith and values with their children.

. Feb 19 “This generous grant from Lilly Endowment comes at an inflection point within the
rresident’s Day Diocese of Buffalo,” said David J. Kerstan, CEQ of OLV Chanties. “It gives us an
Tues. Feb 20 Opportunity to prioritize meaningful and continuous engagement with our parishes
S e and families in the development of family faith formation ministrics. We hope to
Reg. Council Mtg at Glab Post . P . Z :

7:00 PM — Pg 5 mmplement a program that will provide support and guidance to interested parents

and caregivers as they navigate their faith and the challenges of raising children
Fri. Feb 23 today.

WNY Chapter Mtg at Our

Lady of Hope Council in “We’ve heard from many parents who are secking to nurture the spiritual lives of

Kenmore 6:30 PM —Pg 5 their children, especially in their daily activities, and looking to churches and other
faith-based organizations for support,” said Christopher L.. Coble, Lilly Endowment’s

w vice president for religion. “These thoughtful, creative and collaborative organiza-

gﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁiﬁﬁim tions embrace the important role that families have in shaping the religious develop-

: : : " - 5
Gomncil, Doors Open-at 12:39 Eesn tazi {;hlldl'f.‘,ﬂ and are launching programs to assist parents and caregivers with
Shoot at 1:00 PM —Pg 5 '

Wed. Feb 28 Lilly Endowment laml:::hed the L_‘h:istian Parenting and Caregiving Initiative in 2022
Columbiette’s Mitg at Glap  0ccause of its interest in supporting efforts to help individuals and families from
Post dlva.j;rse Chnst}an communities draw more fully on the wisdom of Christian practices
6:30 PM - Pg 5 to live out their faith fully and well passing on a vibrant faith to a new generation.

K — Mi - To support the development and implementation of this exciting new program, OLV
Fl;.-z;}[’_lgfg[ cheating Chanties is seeking a Director of the Catholic Parenting Initiative. All qualified
FS — John Radwan individuals are encouraged to apply. To learn more, or to apply for the open position
T16-675-1804 .-:)f director, Catholic Parenting Initiative, go to www.olvcharities.org/lilly

Insur. Agent — Mike
Gruszewski-716-579-4312
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Financial Secretary Message

Annual Council Dues

“Regular” and “honorary members who owe Council dues for 2024 should pay their annual dues now.
A Tlist of who owes dues for 2024 is available on our websites. On the home page, click on “MEMBERS
ONLY?” in the column on the left, login with your member 1D and date of birth (MMDDYYYY). On the
next page, scroll down and click on “Access Financial Secretary’s Report Library™. On the next page,
click on “Council Members Owing Dues for 2024” to view the report. Send your payment to John
Radwan, 130 Main St., West Seneca, NY 14224, Make your checks payable to “Fr. Baker Council
2243”7, Your promptness 1s much appreciated.

Kof(C Free Throw Basketball Competition Results

The KofC free throw competition took place at the ITamburg Council on Sunday, January 28, 2024.
Rowan Geary, a 10-year old student at OLV Elementary School won in the 10 year old girls competition.
She and other winners will go on to compete against other winners of other districts at the REGIONAL
competition on Saturday, February 24" at 1:00 PM at Our Lady of Hope Council in Kenmore. Best of
luck to Rowan!! Council members are invited {o attend this competition to root for Rowan.

March Lottery Number Drawinos

Once again, our Council 1s holding its lottery number drawings in the month of March. Daily winning
ticket numbers will be based on the daily evening 3-digit numbers drawn by the NY State Lottery.
Tickets are $5 each and are available to buy or sell by contacting either John Radwan (716-675-1804) or
Gene Mendrysa (716-207-9036). Tickets will also be available at the Matthew (Glab Post bar and
upcoming monthly Council and Sr. Knights meetings. Single tickets are being mailed to the Council
membership for purchase. Proceeds from this fundraiser helps to support the chanties mentioned in the
last month’s newsletter.

The daily prize is $25.00, and the St. Patrick’s Day (3/17), the St. Joseph’s Day (3/19) and Easter Sunday
(3/31) 15 $100.00 each. There’s also a $50.00 incentive to the Top Seller of tickets. Get yvour tickets
early. This 1s a popular raffle. Each ticket purchased has 31 chances to win a prize.

Deceased Members and Family

Fr. Baker Council member, Daniel W. Fehmer, age 80, passed away on January 3. Daniel was a
member of the KofC for 52 vears.

Judith L. Billittier, mother-in-law of Fr. Baker Council 2243 member Edward M. Lalley, entered into
rest on January 5, 2024,
Bernice MacDonald (nee Hackemer), wife of Fr. Baker Council #2243 member William (Bill) MacDonald,

passed away on January 14, 2024, Please remember the Fehmer, Billittier, Lalley and MacDonald families in
your prayers.

Catholic High School Scholarships & Tuition Grants

Applicants must be 8" graders and must be a son, daughter, grandchild or legal ward of a Knights of
Columbus member in good standing of a Council located in New York State. Children of deceased
members whose demise occurred while in good standing are also eligible. Applications for both
scholarships and tuition grants are available at the NY State Council’s website:
https://www.newvorkknights.com/nys-scholarships.htm] Completed applications must be received by
the New York State KofC by Aprl 1, 2024.
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Financial Secretary Message — cont.

KofC Scholarships for Freshmen Attending Catholic Colleges

Scholarship applications are available from the Knights of Columbus for incoming college freshmen.
An applicant must be a U.S. student entering freshman year of undergraduate study at a Catholic college
or university in the United States, and either a member in good standing of the KofC or the wife, widow,
son or daughter of such a member or deceased member. More detailed information and applications can
be found at; https://www.kofc.org/en/what-we-do/scholarships/us-undergraduate-scholarships.html?
Itab=Itabl or by calling (855) 670-4787. Completed applications must be received by the Knights of
Columbus Department of Scholarships by April 1, 2024, '

Trivia Contest — February 2024

Congratulations to our January Trivia contest winner, Thomas Huzinec, who was the first to correctly
answer the question... What is the last event in the decathlon? The correct answer was the 1500 meter

race. Thomas, thanks for playing our Council Trivia contest and hope you enjoy your $10 gift card from
Tim Horton’s.

uestion —Approximately 47 years ago NASA launched a spacecraft named Voyager 1 to explore the
outermost regions of our universe. Onboard the spacecraft was a “Golden Record” (a gold-plated copper
disk, encased in electroplated metal with a half-life of 4.5 billion years. This record had 27 songs. What
rock & roll star of the 50°s and 60°s had his 1958 song on board and what was the name of the song?
Remember, to email your answer to Gene Mendrysa at gene.mendryvsa@igmail.com Just a reminder,
those who won 1n the last 90 days are ineligible. Good Luck!

February 2024 “Happy Birthday” Brothers

Best Birthday wishes to all Brother Kmights who have birthdays in the month of February. Hope

T>T

you enjoy your day and may “God Bless You Always

Happy Birthday to: Joseph A. Basile, Andrew J. Bolibrzuch, Martin P. Boryszak, Gerald E. Broderick,
Michael P. Ciesla, Robert Dulski, John S, Eszak, James F. Gallagher, David A. Guarino, Jeremy P.
Hafner, Dennis W. Kane, Joseph P. Lombardo, Paul E. Mach, Frank J. Matthews Jr., Bernard J. Michazls.
Gary E. Norsen, Gerald E. Pasnik, Charles F. Polancarz, Thomas J. Reilly, John J. Rudnicki Jr., David R.
Schaefer, Robert Sikorski, Charles F. Skipper, Charles J. Skipper, Joseph E. Smaczniak, Frank Speranza
and Chnstopher . Urban.

Columbiettes Corner

The Fr. Baker #2243 Columbicttes held their first Open House on January 10" in the Community
Room on the lower level of the Basilica. The members voted on taking the month of December off for
their regular meeting and decided on having an Open House for recruiting new members and a Social to
celebrate the New Year. Information about the Open House was printed in the OLV Bulletin and talked
about at the Donuts and Discipleship get togethers. The members of the Columbiettes brought treats, and
pizza and wings were provided. Linda Smolen, President and members shared information about the
auxiliary and the “new” ladies shared information about themselves. It was a wonderful Open House and
evervone enjoyved each other’s company and getting to know one another. Our Columbiettes
photographer, Kathleen Rogers, took photos of our Open House/Social and will place them into our
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Columbiettes Corner — cont.

Historical Photo Album. We look forward to the initiation ceremony for the ladies who came to learn
more about the Columbiettes and to them joining our auxiliary.
Linda Smolen, President

New Ladies Who Came to the Open House on Jan. 10, 2024
(1-r) Pat Jarosz, Cathy Spina, Jackie Tyrpak and Pat Moscaritolo

District Deputv’s 2024 Februarv Report

The Istrict Deputy 1s urging all PGK’s to consider becoming the next District Deputy. Ed Hughes’ term
will end on June 30, 2024. Those interested in seeking the position of District Deputy should contact Ed
immediately. Ed can be reached at (716) 806-8321, or at coachedics2002(@lyahoo.com

Each Council should complete their succession plans now. Nominations are right around the comer. Also,
Confirm the SAFE Training requirement for each Council has been completed.
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Announcement & Event Details

Thurs. February 1 — Sr. Knights Meeting — 1:30 PM

The Sr. Knights meeting will be held on February 1, 2024 at 1:30 PM at the Matthew (lab Post. All
Council #2243 Knights, age 55 and over, are eligible and encouraged to join the Sr. Knights Social Club.
This is a terrific club! Simply contact Otto Johnson at (716) 998-4433 to join.

Tues. February 20 — Regular Council Meeting - 7:00 PM

Our regular Council meeting will be held on February 20, 2024 at 7 PM at the Matthew (lab Post. The
originally scheduled meeting for February 14™ was rescheduled to the 20" due to a scheduling conflict with
Ash Wednesday services and Valentine’s Day. All Council members, are invited and encouraged to attend
these meetings. Our focus will be on the 2023/2024 fraternal year event planning and recruitment. Get
involved with the direction and future of your Council. We’d like to receive your input as we move
forward.

Fri. February 23 — WNY Chapter/Conference Meeting 6:30 PM

The next WNY Chapter meeting will be held at the Kenmore Council #3076 located at 1530 Kenmore Ave.
in Kenmore, starting at 6:30 PM.

Sat. February 24 - KofC Basketball Free Throw “REGIONAL” Competition

The Kof("’s annual basketball free throw contests for all (9-14) year old students, will continue at the
“REGIONAL” level. This next level of competition will take place at the Kenmore Council #3076 at
1530 Kenmore Ave. in Kenmore, NY 14216 on Saturday, February 24 starting at 12:00 Noon. Come out,
support our OLV Elementary School contestant Rowan Geary.

Wed. February 28 ~ Columbiette’s Regular Meeting — 6:30 PM

The Columbiette’s meeting will be held on February 28, 2024 at 6:30 PM at the Matthew (GGlab Post. A
summary of the items discussed will be included in our March Arma Dextra newsletter.



