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2023 Feb. Calendar

Thurs. Feb.2

Sr. Knights Meeting at
Matthew Glab Post
1:30 PM - Pg 4

Mon. Feb. 6
Investment Committee Mtg
Council Off. 7:00 PM - Pg 4

Tues. Feb. 7
Blessed Michael J. McGivney
OLV Mass 12:10 PM - Pg 4

Wed. Feb. 8

Regular Council Meeting at
Matthew Glab Post

7:00 PM - Pg 4

Thurs. Feb. 23,2023
Columbiette’s Regular Mtg
At Matthew Glab Post

6:30 PM - Pg 4

Fri Feb. 24, 2023

WNY Chapter Mtg at
Our Lady of Hope Council
Dinner at 6:30 PM and
Meeting at 7:30 PM - Pg 4

Sat. Feb. 25, 2023

Regional Level Free Throw
Contest at Our Lady of Hope
Registration - Noon

GK Message “Happy Valentine’s D;yn”z

As we move into the last four months of ocur Fraternal Year we must double down
on our fundraising efforts and also on our efforts to qualify for the Columbian Award.

We are in serious need of volunteers to help with our major fundraising efforts of
the year, the Family Picnic in August, the Meat Raffle in November and the Major
Raffle. The Family Picnic will be held at Our Lady of Bistrica outdoor shelter, as it
was in the previous two years. We are looking for somebody to run the trivia game,
as it was a popular event in the past. There are Catholic Trivia Games available.
That would be an interesting twist if we could get somebody to run it. We need
volunteers for set-up, cooking, clean-up, etc. A committee of officers will meet with
Erica from Special Olympics this month, to discuss whether Special Olympics will
continue to be the beneficiary of the Meat Raffle.

Last year’s experiment with a $§50-a-ticket, high end prize raffle was not the
success as it should have been. It did make money, but only about half of what we
had planned. We have determined that the price of the ticket was too much for our
small organization. We will run a major raffle again this year, but the ticket price
will be around $25. We will need to work to sell more tickets.

The underlying byword for all these events is: We need more workers. We have
333 members on the books, but a maximuwm of 12 to 15 ever show up for meetings or
do any work on our events. We need more members to show up and pitch in for all
of these events, otherwise they will not be successful and we will not survive as a
Council. So, I have two words for our membership: GET INVOLVED!

Michael P. McKeating — GK

Financial Secretary Message

Annual Council Dues

Reminder notices have been mailed to the 88 Council members who have not

Competition - 1:00 PM - Pg 4 paid their dues for 2023. Please pay your dues ASAP. Also included in the mailing

GK — Mike Mckeating
716-228-5129

FS — John Radwan
716-675-1804

Insur. Agent — Tom Iwankow
716-675-1804

are raffle tickets for our Council’s March daily number drawings. Please purchase
a raffle ticket and give yourself a chance on winning the daily prize $25, or $100 if
your number is drawn on St. Patrick’s or St. Joseph’s Day. The raffle tickets are
only $5 per ticket. Please make checks payable to “Fr. Baker Council #2243 for the
dues and/or the raffle tickets. Your support is most appreciated.
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Financial Secretary Message — Cont.

Annual Council Dues — Cont.

The Council has recently hired a consultant to create the ability for our members to pay their dues online
through PayPal. A small transaction fee will be added to the dues amount to cover the PayPal fee charged to
the Council. Members will be notified when this option is available. In the meantime, members should
pay via regular US mail. Please make checks payable to “Fr. Baker Council #2243.”

Basketball Free Throw Competition

The winners of Fr. Baker Council #2243s “Local” basketball free throw contest at OL'V Elementary School
gym on December 17%, moved on to compete at the “District” level competition against the winners of other area
K of C councils, at Hamburg Council on January 8th. We are proud to announce that 4 winners at our “Local”
contest went on to win at the “District” competition!! The following students, all from OLV Elementary School,
will be competing against others of the age and gender, at the WNY “Regional” level contest on Saturday,
February 25 at Our Lady of Hope Council in Kenmore:

Jairilyn Velez age 10
Jonathan Bohan age 11
Olivia McDonald age 12
Krista Turner age 14

Fans interested in cheering on the above students are welcome to watch them compete on Saturday,
February 25 at Our Lady of Hope Council #3076 located at 1530 Kenmore Ave, Kenmore, NY. Player
registration begins at 12 noon; competition begins at 1 PM. Good Luck to all contestants! Go Get-em!

March Lottery Number Daily Drawing

Tickets for our March lottery number daily drawing are still available! Contact John Radwan (716-675-
1804) or Gene Mendrysa (716-207-9036) to purchase tickets. The cost of the ticket is only $5 each. Tickets
will also be available at the upcoming Sr. Knight’s meeting (Thur. Feb. 2™ at 1:30 pm) and our regularly
scheduled Council meeting (Wed. Feb. 8™ at 7:00 pm), both scheduled at the Matthew Glab Post. Tickets are
also available at the Glab Post daily after 2 pm. Just ask the friendly bartender.

Catholic High School Scholarships & Tuition Grants Offered by NY State Council

Applications for applying for scholarships or tuition grants to attend Catholic high schools (in NY State)
are now available. Applicants must be preparing to enter their 90 grade (high school freshmen). Applicant
must be a son, daughter, grandchild or legal ward of a Knight of Columbus member in good standing of a
Council located in New York State. Children of deceased members whose demise occurred while in good
standing are also eligible. Scholarship and grant applications must be received by the NY State KofC
Council by, or postmarked, by April 1, 2023. Applications are available online on the Fr. Baker Council’s
website (fatherbakerkofc.com). On the home page, click on “News and Announcements”™ and scroll down to
Catholic High School Scholarships & Tuition Grant Applications.

KofC Degree Advancement

Current 1st & 2nd Degree Fr. Baker Council members who desire to become 3" members can do so be
watching a 30-minute video pertaining to the degrees of the KofC. For more information contact our
Financial Secretary, John Radwan (716 675-1804). There is no cost to attain the 3™ degree, just the short
amount of time you’re willing to invest.
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Deceased Council and Family Members

Council member, James Tighe, age 92, passed away on January 10, 2023. Jim was 3™ Degree member
of Council #2243 and a member of the Knights of Columbus for 50 years.

Also, we report the passing of Christine Weber, the sister of Council member James Hens. Christine
passed away on January 16,

Please remember the Tighe, Hens and Weber families in your prayers.

Knights of Columbus Insurance — Agent Thomas E. Iwankow

Please feel free to contact Thomas for all your insurance needs. Thomas can be reached at 716-844-
1251, or email address Thomas.Iwankow@KofC.org . If Thomas is unavailable, please contact KofC
mmsurance general agent, John P. Hoolick at (570) 654-3390, or JOHN.HOOLICK @KOFC.ORG.

All members are encouraged to periodically, at least once per year or upon lifestyle changes, to review
your policies, especially your beneficiaries. Also, call Tom to look into the new products that are now
available, especially since interest rates have recently increased. Tom will happily answer your questions.

Council Recruitment

On January 23, 2023 a prospective candidate signed our KofC registration #100 form showing intent to
become a member of our Council. Today, January 30%, this young man will meet with our Admission’s
Committee, and hopefully will be approved for membership. This is a good follow-up to Tyler Schenck
becoming a member in December. We need to grow and not just remain stagnant in our membership totals.
Our Council is continuing to review our social media improvements in order to increase our network
capabilities. A follow-up meeting with AlysonKellyDesign (AKD) was held on January 27%. We discussed
a draft proposal identifying the scope of work, scheduling and costs. This may be a multi-step process with
the first phase focusing on improving our website. We also encourage all members to reach out to
prospective candidates and personally invite them to join. This must be a team effort. We can do this!!

Trivia Contest — February 2023

We are sorry to report that there was no winner for the month of January. The correct answer to the
question — Who was the official owner of our clubhouse on South Park Avenue? The answer is: The
Lackawanna Catholic Club.

luestion — Who is the owner of our new office located at 780 Ridge Road in Lackawanna? First correct
answer received wins a $10.00 Tim Horton’s gift card. Remember to email your answer to Gene Mendrysa at
gene.mendrysa@gmail.com Good Luck to All!

Februaryv 2023 “Happyv Birthdayv” Brothers

Best Birthday wishes to all Brother Knights who have birthdays in the month of February. Hope you enjoy
your day and may “God Bless You Always™!

Happy Birthday to: David A. Guarino, Martin P. Boryszak, Gary E. Norsen, John J. Rudnicki Jr., David R.
Schaefer, Robert Sikorski, Bernard J. Michaels, Frank J. Matthews Jr., Charles F. Polnocarz, Charles J. Skipper,
Dennis W. Kane, Frank Speranza, Thomas J. Reilly, Andrew J. Bolibrzuch, John S. Eszakcourse, , Joseph A.
Basile, Christopher D. Urban, James F. Gallagher, Charles F. Skipper, Jeremy P. Hafner, Joseph E. Smaczniak,
Gerald E. Pasnik, Paul E. Mach, Joseph P. Lombardo, Michael P. Ciesla, Robert Dulski & Gerald E. Broderick.
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Announcement & Event Details

Thurs. February 2 — Senior Knights Meeting — 1:30 PM

The Senior Knights meeting will be held on February 2, 2022 at 1:30 PM at the Matthew Glab Post. All
Council #2243 Knights, age 55 and over, are eligible and encouraged to join the Sr. Knights Social Club. This
is a terrific club! Simply call Club Treasurer, Otto Johnson at (716-998-4433), to join.

Mon. February 6 — Council Investment Committe Meeting 7:00 PM

The Council Investment Committee will be held at 7:00 PM at the Council office. The Council Trustees and
Officers will continue to review the investment options available at this time. Terrence McCann has been
approved as the Chairman of this committee at the January 19" meeting.

Tues. February 7 -Mass Celebrating the Founding of the Knights of Columbus 12.10 PM

A Mass in remembering the founding of the Knights of Columbus by Blessed Michael J. McGivney, will
take place at Qur Lady of Victory Basilica at 12:10 PM. At this time, it is unknown whether the Mass will take
place at the main altar or at the chapel in the lower level because of the ongoing restoration of the pews on the
main level. The founding of the Knights of Columbus actually took place on February 6, 1882.

Wed. February 8§ — Regular Council & Officer Planning Meeting 7:00 PM

Our regular Council and Officer’s planning meeting will be held on February 6, 2023 at 7 PM at the Matthew
Glab Post. All Fr. Baker Council members are invited and encouraged to attend these meetings. Our focus will
be on our Faith-in-Action Programs, and our fundraising events for the upcoming year and volunteer support.
We’ll hear a report from the January WNY Chapter meeting and information on upcoming events.

Thurs. February 23 — Columbiette’s Regular Meeting — 6:30 PM

The Columbiette’s regular meeting will be held at 6:30 PM at the Matthew Glab Post. A summary of this
meeting will be presented at our Council’s regular scheduled meeting on March 8, 2023.

Fri. February 24 — WNY Chanter/Conference Mesting 6:30 PM

This WNY Chapter meeting is scheduled for Friday, February 24, 2022 at the OQur Lady of Hope Council at
1530Kenmore Ave. in Kenmore NY, starting at 6:30 PM for dinner, followed by the meeting at 7:30 PM. The
Grand Knight will share the information received with our Council at our next meeting on March 8§, 2023.

Sat. February 25 — KofC “Regional” Level Free Throw Contest — 12:00 Noon

The WNY “Regional” level Free Throw contest is scheduled for Saturday, February 25 at Our Lady of
Hope Council in Kenmore. Fans come out and cheer for the following OLV Elementary School students:

Jairilyn Velez age 10
Jonathan Bohan age 11
Olivia McDonald age 12
Krista Turner age 14

The address of Our Lady of Hope Council #3076 is 1530 Kenmore Ave, Kenmore, NY. Player registration
begins at 12 noon; competition begins at 1 PM. Come and support these terrific kids.



