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2023 December Caiendar

Thurs, Dec. 4
Sr. Knights Mig at Glab Post
1:30 PM - P2 3

Thurs. Dec. 6

Sr. Knights Christmas Party
at Glab Post
6:00 PM - Pg ]

Sun. Dec. 14

Donuts & Discipleship
After 8 & 10 AM OLYV Mass
In the Marian Room - Pg 3

Wed. Dec. 17
Regular Council Mig - Office
6:30 PM -Pg 3

Wed.Dec. 17
Columbierte Mtg - OLV
Community Roam

6:30 PM - Pg 3

Thurs. Dce. 18

Council COR Program in

OLYV Community Roum
6:30 PM - Pg 3

Mon. Dec. 22
Council Bos. Mig
Rescheduled to Jan, 26, 2026

Thurs. Dec. 23
“Merry Christmas Brothers™

GK - Glepn Reid

T16-830-3993

FS —.lohn Radwan
T16-6TR-18043

Insur. Agent - Mike Gruszewski
Ti6-5879.4312

“The Christmas Story”

And she breught forth her rstborn son, und wrapped him in swaddling clothes,
und luid 11im in a manger. because there was no room for them in the inn. And
there were in the same country shephberds abiding in the field. keeping warch over
their Hock by night. And. o, the angel of the Lord came upon them. and the glon
of tac Lord shone round ahout them, and they were “sore afraid”™. And the ange] said
unto them, Fear not: for, behold. [ bring good tidings ol great joy, which shall be 1o
all people. bor unta vou is b-c\m this day in the citv of David a Saviar. whick is
Christ the Lord. LUKE 2:7-1

“Merry Christrmus {0 our Coancil Brother Knights, and Your Familiex*!

Fr. Baker Council Sr. Knight's Christmas Party — Dec. 6. 2025

The Senior Knight's Christmas Party will be held on Dex, 6™ from A:K) o
9:30 PM ul the Glab Post. The cost is only $30 per person. and includes cockiails
Irom 6 - 7 PM, dinner at 7:(K) PM and cnteriainment by the Kipler Brothers. Also,
the party includes a 30/30 rafTle and bottles of winc as door prizes. Please contact
Gene () Rourke at 716-860-1090. or Kevin Gilbride al 716-673-7972, 10 reserve
seating, ASAP! Payments will be aceepted at the Dee. 4™ St Knights meeting, or
matilcd 1o Gene O'Rourke at 1292 MeKinley Pkwy, Lackawanna, NY 14218,
Plcase make checks payable to the Sr. Knights of Columbus.

Fr. Baker Council #2243 Mcmorial Mass — Nov. 6, 2025

Cn Thursday. November 6th, Fr, Baker Knights of Columbus heid their
annual Memorial Mass honoring the deccased members ot the Council, and our
Auxiliary. Columbictics (Nov. 1. 2024 thru October 31. 2023). W¢ were
privileged to have our Council Brother Knight. Msgr. £Javid [.. LiPuma
celebrate this bewutiful ceremony. Family, fricnds and council members were
in artendanec for this remembrance. Beverages and a light buffet was served
afler the Mass downstairs in the Basilica. This Mcemorial Mass has been a
radition at Fr. Baker Council for many. many years. It is very gratifving when
family. friends and Council members come together 1o pay homage to their
revently depanied. Special thanks to Dave Schacler for doing a terrific job
coordmating our Memornul Masses and (or all the vears of excellent service for
our Council. This Year's Honorees included:

Gerald L. Devlin, William .1. Dunford, Jr., Michael D. Kormanec, Danicl J.
Kovach, Patrick McCann, Danicl J. Monaghan, Michael L. Osborne,
Stephen D. Paluch, Ryan A. Quinn, Gerald “Sobi” Sobaszek, James L.
Sobezak, Vineent “Jim™ Sorrentino, David R, Schaefer and Columbiette,
Maryjo Mascio.




Financial Secretary Message

Council Membership

Congraiufations and weleome fo our newest members, Richard Diamond and Alex Hellert! Rick
and Alex became members of the Knights of Columbus, ard Fr Baker Couml 2243, upon rea;:&"nn,.; their
Firsl, Seeond & Third Degrees on Novemnber §th! We ook forward 1o your presence at upeoming Council
meetings and active participaiion in Couneil activities!

Prav for the Deceased and the Sick

Fr. Baker Council 2245 member Leroy Flagg, age 77, passed away on November 2, 2023, Leroy, &
I'nird Degree and Honorary Life member, belonged 1o the KolU for 54 vears. In addition, Susan A
Marreno, heloved wife of Council member, Hon. Frederic J. Marrano, passed away on November 9. 20235,
Pleasc remember the Flagg and the Marrano families in your prayers

Please remember our il Councii and Columbictte members und family members in vour pravers,
ramecly, Fred Bradley. Jim Tojek, Don Thompson, and Sal & Sarah Howard. Also, plouse pray for
Jobn Sowinski's wife, Elaine Sowinski, and Columbicite, Mary Anne Jackson.

Trivia Contest — November 202

Congratulations to our October Trivia contest winner, Thomas 1lusines, who was the ﬁrs’: to submit the
correcl answer w the question.. How many black pentagons arc on a stundurd suceer bali? The correct
angwer i3 the 12, Tom. thanks for playing our trivia contest amd enjoy your $10 Tim Horon's gill card,

Question — Recenily. our Fr. Baker Council hosted the November 2025 Wesiern New York Chapter
mesting with numerous Councils in attendance. Whe &5 the current O hapte* p.['CSldﬂ]ltq Remember, lo
cmail your answer 10 Gene Mendrysa a2 gen ggmailcom The winner will neceive 3 $10 gift
carg from Tim Homon's. A r».,numir:r. those who wen in the last 90 davs are incligible. Good Lack!

November 20235 Fundraising Event

Our Councit’s “November Daily Lottery Number Drawings™ will hegin on November 1%! zad run
through November 30™. The January edition of the Arma Diextma will provide a summary of this fund
raiser and provide a list of the winners. Hope you're g winner! Your suppor is greatly sppreciated.

ouncil “KoiC Coats for Kids” Cam

Our order of 72 winter coais for smdents ar QLY Elementary School and Notre Dame Academy
Schood has finally come In! Memboers of our Council wili be delivering the coals to the schools in the
coming days. Our fundraising cfforts during the vear help to pav for the new coats that are warmiy
received by the grutelul students!

Doughnuts & Discipleship — OLV Basilica

The next "Meet and Greet” will luke place on Suaday, December 14, after the 8 AM and 10 AM
Wasses at (LY Basilica In the Marian Room on (be Jower fevel. Come for Mass and stay for cofloe, juice
andd doughnuts afterwards. 'T'his event is sponsorcd by the generosily of the Fr. Baker Council #2243 of
the Knights of Columbus ané hosted by the Columbiett=s. We will be using (his fime to nlerm
parishioners about the Kniakss and partcularly, Fr. Baker Council and the Columbicties. This is also
another opportunity {o rocTudt mew members. Brother Knights are encouraged to invite lamily, frends and
co-workers who may want to leam more on becoming a Keighe or 2 Columbiettc,



December 2025 “Happy Birthdav” Brothers

Best Birthday wishes 10 all Brother Knights who have birthdays in the month of December. Hope you
cnjoy your day and may “God Bless You Always™

Happy Birlhday 1o; Thomas J. Krakowski, Charles A, Noonan, Fredrick P. Bradlcy, Brendan D. Dunford,
Francis J. McGrath, D. Brian Downey, Doug A Darling, Pawick C. Reilly, Danicl B. Pulinski, Thomas G.
Huzinee, Michae! E. Slowinski, Richand Santarsiero. Joseph D. Fabian, Gary R. Chentfant, Richard P.
Diamond, William P. Callshan, Eugene L. Klubek. Timothy W, Noe, Thomas E. Radich. Joseph G. Long,
Michael F. Dsley, Dean A, Riedy, Allen F. Hamis, Thomuas A. Mavesi, Deascon Mark 8. Bialkowski,
James C. Grande and Michzel P. Callahan.

Apncuncement & Event Details

1:30 PM

The Sr. Knights mecting will be held on Thursday. December 4, 2025 at 1:30 PM at the Matthew
Clab Post on Abbott Road. This is a terrific chub! Simply contact Otto Johnson 21 (716) 998-4£33 w join

Sat. Dec. 6 — Sr. Knights Chrisumas Partv — 6:00 PM

The Sr. Knights Chnstmas Party will take place oo Saturday, December 6, 2025 at 6 PM a1 the Glah
Postin lackawanna, NY. Please contact (Gene O Rourke at T16-860-1090, or Kevin Gilbride at T16-675-
7972 ABAP, to reserve vour scating. The cost is only $30. What s temmific way to usher in the Christmas
season. Attend and have a great rime!

Sun. Dec. 14 — “Doughnuts & Discipleship” After 8 & 10 AM Masses al OLV Basilica

The next “Mect and Greel” will ke place on Sunday, December 14, after the § AM and 16 AM
Masses 2t QLY Basilica in the Marian Room on the lower level, Come lor Mass and stay for coffec.
juice and doughnuts afterwards. This cvent is sponsored by the generosity of the Fr. Baker Council £2243
of the Knights of Colambus and hosted by the Columbictics. We will be using this time w inform
parishioncrs about the Knights and purticulariy, Ur. Baker Council and the Columbictics, This is also
anoiber opportunity for the Kaights and Columbiettes 1o recrait new members.

Wed, Dec. 17 — Reguilar Council Mtg - 6:30 PM (Note the Date Change to the 17™)

Crar regular Council meeting will igke place on Wednesday, December 17, 2025 at 6:30 PM sharp al
our COUNCIL OFFICE a1 780 Rudge Road. The meeting will focus on the fraternal activities for the
upcoming frafernal, Brother Knights, it’s time to step-up and get involved with the dircetion and
future of veur Council. Remember, this is vour Ceuncil!

Wed, Dec 17 — Columbisttes Meeting — 6:30 PM (Note the Date Change to the 17T%)

The Columbietie’s mecting will be held on Wednesday, December 17, 2025 at 6:30 PM at the OLV
Communily Room in the basement of OLV Basilica. This mecting will focus on the programs and
actvities scheduled uné the planning for 2026

Thurs. Dec. 18 — Evangelization & Teith Formation — COR Program — 6:30 PM

The Knights of Columbus Father Baker Council #2243 is sponsoring and inviting ALIL men of our
parish, 18 yvears and older, to join us {or our monthly COR mesting in the Community Room in the
lower Basilica. The format will include light refreshments, saving the rosary a8 2 geoup, and an engaging
discussion regarfing our personal faith in Christ. Consider taking the next importan: siep in your joumey o
becoming closer to Christ. Please consider joining COR.

-
e



Announcement & Event Details - cont.

Thurs. - KofC Color Core of the 4% Decrece

The Color Corps of the 4% Degree meets every second Thursday of each Month from 6 PM to 7:30
PM at the Fr. Justin Council in Checktowaga. All 4% Degree members inlerested in joining the Color
Corps. are welcome 10 attend.  Current Color Corps members should bring vour beret. sword, social
baidric and whitc gloves.

Columbiettes Corner - Submitted by Lindu Smolen. President, Father Haker Columbicttes

The ('olumbieties had a sucecssful first “Tea and Talk™ with its members in late October. 1he
members enjoyed g delicious assortment ol desserts and 2 wide varicty of teas. A fow of the ladics even
dressed in their “Tea Time™ apparcl with their bats and white gloves! T here were smiles all around the
table as we ok plessure in an evening of conversation and fricndship.

I he Columbicties arc now looking forward o assisting the Knights with the Coats for Kids Projecl.
Columbicties Ann Plarklowshi and Cathie | olmes lead the charge cach vear in this speaial project which
gives scanves and hats o go along with the new winter coats furnished by the Knights, The Iadies begin
kaitting all year long so that they are ready when the Knights give the call. [tis very heartwarming to
know that we are a part of the team thar helps kids at OLV Elementary School and Notre Dame Academy
feel warm and toasty for the upcoming winter weather.

Finally. as vou drive around town and through the neighborboods. you are probably seeing that
outdoor Christmas decorations are teing pul up and that the stores are decorated with trees und liphis,
Seems like just vesterday we were taking all of the decorations down!

Let's stap tor 2 moment and remember that before Christmas comes Advent: a prayerful journcy that
brings us closcr o God in the Christ Child. As we approach Advent. let us focus on prayer, reflection and
spiriival growth. May the Columbictics extend Hope, Peace, Jov and Love to you and vour ibmilies

during this Advent scason!

Happy birthday tc Ellic Wicleba (November 9th) and Jodic O'Connor (November 11thy. Sending
vou both warm wishes for a lantastic yvear ahead!

Ann Plandowski, Ellie Wieleba & Susan Zuilich at“Tea & Tulk™  Jackie Tyrpak,T inda Smolen & Pat Jarosz We.coming
members 10 the Colombiottes 19 “lea & [alk”



