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2024 December Calendar

UPCOMING “Merry Christmas!”
March Daily # Raffle Tickets :
on Sale for Only $5-Pg 3

Thurs. Dec. §
Sr. Knights Mtg at Glab Post
130 PM -Pg 7

Sat. Dec. 7

Senior Knights Christmas
Party - Dec. 7" 6:00 PM at
Glab Post Tickets are now on
Sale for Only $30 — Pg 7

Sun. Dec. 8

Donuts & Discipleship
After 8 & 10 AM OLV Mass
in Marian Room — Pg 7

Wed. Dec. 11

Reg. Council/Business Mtg
at OFFICE

7:00 PM - Pg 7

Wed. Dec. 18
Columbiette’s Mtg/Christmas
Party at OLV

Community Room
6:30 PM - Pg 7

Wed. Dec. 25

Christmas Day — The Birth of
Our Savior Jesus Christ
Merry Christmas te All!

GK - Gene Mendrysa
716-634-8997 '
FS — John Radwan Dear Brother Knights,

716-675-1804

Insur. Agent — Mike Let’s honor Christmas in our heart, and try to keep it all the year.
Gruszewski 716-579-4312 Charles Dickens

Merry Christmas to you and your family and May God Bless you Always!
Gene Mendrysa - GK
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Financial Secretary Message

Fr. Baker Council #2243 Memorial Mass — Nov. 7, 2024

On Thursday, November 7th, Fr. Baker Knights of Columbus held their annual Memorial Mass
honoring the deceased members of the Council, and our Auxiliary, Columbiettes (Nov.1, 2023 thru
October 31, 2024). We were privileged to have our Council Brother Knight, Msgr. David LiPuma
celebrate this beautiful ceremony. Family, friends and council members were in attendance for this
remembrance. Beverages and a light buffet were served immediately following the Mass downstairs in
the Basilica. This Memorial Mass has been a tradition at Fr. Baker Council for many, many years. It is
very gratifying when family, friends and Council members come together to pay homage to the recently
departed. Special thanks to Dave Schaefer for doing a terrific job coordinating this event, and for all the
years of excellent service for our Council. Thank You Dave! This Year’s Honorees include:

A. Terrance Campbell — 11/6/23, Raymond W. Szpara — 11/24/23, Daniel W. Fehmer — 1/3/24,
Edward C. Cosgrove — 7/4/24, Robert W. Hall — 8/2/24 Robert L. Stoklosa — 8/8/24, Marilyn
Pinkowske — 8/21/24, Markl..Balen — 8/25/24 and John F. O’Mara — 9/21/24

Msgr David LiPuma Celebrating Council 2243 Gene Mendrysa Lighting a Candle in Memory
Annual Memorial Mass at OLV Basilica of Deceased Columbiette Marilyn Pinkowske
November 7, 2024 Foreground Dave Schaefer Reading the

Names of the Deceased Members

Welcome KofC & Council #2243 New Member!

Fr. Baker Council #2243 is happy to welcome Dennis Higdon who became member in our Council
on November 12%. Dennis is a parishioner at Our Lady of Victory Parish. Welcome Aboard!
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2r. baker Council Sr, Knight’s Christinas Party — Dee. 7, 2024

The Senior Knight’s Christmas Party will be held on Dec. 7 from 6:00 to 9:30 PM at the Glab Post.
The cost is only $30 per person, and includes cocktails from 6 — 7 PM, dinner at 7:00 PM and entertainment
by the Kipler Brothers. Also, the party includes a 50/50 raffle and bottles of wine as door prizes. Please
contact Gene O’Rourke at 716-860-1090, or Kevin Gilbride at 716-675-7972, to reserve seating. Payments
will be accepted at the Dec 5th Sr. Knights meeting, or mailed to Gene O’Rourke at 1291 McKinley Pkwy,
Lackawanna, NY 14218. What a great way to celebrate the Christmas season. All Senior Knights are
encouraged to attend. Please make checks payable to the*Sr. Knights of Fr. Baker Council 2243
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The final drawing of the Charitable & Benevolent Raffle sponsored by the NY State Council of the
KofC will take place on December 7, 2024. The Council, the Sr. Knights and the Columbiettes sold a
total of 75 booklets for this raffle; 43 sold by the Council, 23 sold by the Sr. Knights and 9 sold by the
Columbiettes. Thank you to all who purchased tickets and to those who sold them. Your support is very
much appreciated. A complete list of winners will be included in the January edition of the Arma Dextra.
Hope you’re a winner in the final drawing. Top prize is $25,000, second place is $10,000, third place is
$5,000, followed by 10 prizes of $1,000 each! Good Luck to all who purchased tickets!
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As of the newsletter printing, among the $25 winners of our November 2024 daily lottery number
drawings were Council members: Dan Piotrowski, John Sowinski, Don Thompson, Otto Johnson and
Stan Polonski! Congratulations to all of you! We hope that there is a winner on each remaining day in
November!

FYI...We’re now selling tickets for our March 2025 daily number raffle drawings! Twenty-five
dollars each day to the holders of winning numbers drawn except for March 17, 19 & 29 when the prize is
$100 each day! For tickets, contact John Radwan (716-675-1804 or knichts22434 omail.com).

= KofC Fr. Baker Council #2243 &
£ | March 2025 Daily Nurnber Raffle
g Daily Prize - $25.00 4
= i = S1. Patrick's Day 3/17 - $100.00 ms
b ! = St. Joseph's Day 3/19 - 5100.00 g
e Founder's Day 3/29 - $100.00 =
; = Winning Ticket Determined by MYS Evening Daily # =
o1 ! 8 $50.00 Incentive to the Top Seller of Tickels o1 =
= 0 & = Tickets Must be Received by 2/28/2025 =
B2l o= _ g = Z Donation $5.00
2| 2 = =1 Winaem Wikl be Pald by Cheek & Malied on 3472025
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We are happy to report that Jerry Sobaszek was the first to submit the correct answer to the question,
What is the name of the system that allows users to access and share information over the internet? The
correct answer is www, aka World Wide Web. Congratulations to Jerry Sobaszek. Hope you enjoy your
$10 gift card to Tim Horton’s.

Question — Staying with computers. Supposedly pronounced “wizziwig”, what is the meaning of the
acronym WYSIWYG? Please be precise. Remember, to email your answer to Gene Mendrysa at
gene.mendrysa(@email.com The winner will receive a $10 gift card from Tim Horton’s. A reminder,
those who won in the last 90 days are ineligible. Good Luck!
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Color Corps of the 4™ Degree — Msgr. Toomey Assembly of the 4% Degree is looking for new
members to join their Color Corps. Their current roster is being depleted due to some members being “up
in age” and unable to volunteer to serve any longer, while others have passed away. Any Council #2243

member who has attained the 4® Degree is eligible to join the Color Corps. Contact Paul Sawaya at 716-
401-4334 for further information.

The Color Corps of the 4™ Degree meets every second Thursday of each month from 6 PM to 7:30
PM at the Fr. Justin Council in Cheektowaga. All 4™ Degree members interested in joining the Color
Corps, are welcome to attend. Corps members should bring your beret, sword, social baldric and white
gloves. All Faithful Navigators and Color Corps Commanders should attend and encourage other
Brother Knights to attend as well.

Looking For Member Feedback

Looking back in time our Council had lots of fraternal events, including St. Patrick’s Day party,
Christmas party, Easter egg hunts, Nationality nites, Miss Buffalo boat rides, casino excursions, Vegas
nites, May Day crownings, Chalice nites, Priests/Nuns nite, Family Communion breakfasts, bowling, golf,
softball, sporting excursions, etc. - just to name a few from yesteryear.

What events would you like to see the Council hold? We’re looking to start anew. Just email your
input to Gene, at gene.mendrysa @gmail.com We welcome your input.

December 2024 “Happyv Birthdav” Brothers

Best Birthday wishes to all Brother Knights who have birthdays in the month of December. Hope you
enjoy your day and may “God Bless You Always™!

Happy Birthday to: Deacon Mark S. Bialkowski, Frederick P. Bradley, William P. Callahan, Michael P.
Callahan, Gary R. Chentfant, Michael F. Daley, Brendan D. Dunford, Joseph D. Fabian, James C.
Grande, Allan F. Harris, Thomas G. Huzinec, Eugene L. Klubek, Thomas J. Krakowski, Joseph G. Long,
Thomas A. Mazgaj, Francis J. McGrath, Timothy W. Noe, Charley A. Noonan, Patrick C. O’Reilly,

Stephen D. Paluch, Daniel B. Pulinski, Thomas E. Radich, Dean E. Riedy, Richard Santarsiero and
Michael E. Sowinski.

Prav for the Sick

Sick: Please pray for the following: Norm & Paulette Mendrysa, Fred Bradley, Elaine Sowinski, Shirley
Cowan and Columbiettes’ President Linda Smolen.

Reguest for Council Member Information

It is important that the Council and the KofC have your most recent demographic and other
information for our respective files and databases. Please submit changes to your address, telephone
number, email address, parish and spouse information to: knights2243(@gmail.com or to:

Father Baker Council #2243
Knights of Columbus
780 Ridge Rd., Suite 205
Lackawanna, NY 14218




Page 5 of 8 Knights of Columbus — Fr. Baker Council #2243

Faith in Action Programs

Fr. Baker Council * Coats for Kids Program — Nov. 22, 2024

pe e

Coats for Kids — Sorting, Tagging & Packaging for Delivery at Council Office
(I-r) John Radwan, Bruce Coleman Sr., Columbiettes - Cathie Holmes, Linda Smolen, Kathleen Rogers &
Ann Plandowski

e o 1\ Bilw. ' o
Coats Delivered to OLV Elementary School Coats Delivered to Notre Dame Academy Elementary
(I-r) Gene Mendrysa, Principal Mary Doyle-Szlosek, (l-r) Gene Mendrysa, NDA Social Worker Allison
Bruce Coleman Sr. & John Radwan Costolnick & John Radwan
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Fr. Baker Council #2243 Hesting WNY KofC Chapter Mtg. — Nov. 9, 2024

Fr. Baker Council #2243 hosted the Nov. 9, 2024 WNY Chapter Meeting and Rosary Memorial for all
deceased Chapter members and Auxiliary Units (including the Columbiettes) at the OLV Homes of Charity
conference room. This was the first time our Council hosted a Chapter meeting in many, many years.
Many thanks to Council volunteers, John Radwan, Terry McCann, Bruce Coleman St. and Columbiette,
Linda Smolen for their support and assistance, it is much appreciated. Also, thanks to OLVHOC, Kim
Kutera and David Kersten for permitting us to use the conference room and for their help in setting up the
room for us. Many attendees commented that they sincerely enjoyed the hospitality provided by our
Council. That was great to hear.

(I-r) GK Gene Mendrysa, Chapter President Paul OLVHOC Conference Room — Nov. 9, 2024
Sawaya and Past Chapter President Tim Meyer
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Announcement & Event Details

Thurs. Dec 5 — Sr. Knights Meeting — 1:30 PM

The Sr. Knights meeting will be held on December 5, 2024 at 1:30 PM at the Matthew Glab Post. All
Council #2243 Knights, age of 55 and older, are cligible and encouraged to join the Sr. Knights Social
Club. This is a terrific club! Simply contact Otto Johnson at (716) 998-4433 to join. The annual Senior’s
Christmas Party will be a topic of discussion.

Sat. Dec 7 - Fr. Baker Council Sr. Knight’s Christmas Party 6:00 PM

The Senior Knight’s Christmas Party will be held on Dec. 7" from 6:00 to 9:30 PM at the Glab Post.
The cost is only $30 per person, and includes cocktails from 6 — 7 PM, dinner at 7:00 PM and entertainment
by the Kipler Brothers. Also, the party includes a 50/50 raffle and bottles of wine as door prizes. Please
contact Gene O’Rourke at 716-860-1090, or Kevin Gilbride at 716-675-7972, to reserve seating. Payments
will be accepted at the Dec. 5™ Sr. Knights meeting, or mailed to Gene O’Rourke at 1291 McKinley Pkwy,
Lackawanna, NY 14218. Please make checks payable to the Sr. Knights of Fr. Baker Council 2243

Sun. Dec 8 - KofC “Discipleship & Doughnuts” After 8 & 10 AM Mass at OL.V Basilica

The next Coffee & Doughnuts, aka “Discipleship & Doughnuts” will take place on Sunday, Dec. 8,
after the 8 & 10 AM Mass at OLV Basilica in the Marian Room on the lower level. Come for Mass and
stay for free coffee, juice and doughnuts afterwards. This event is sponsored by the generosity of the Fr.
Baker Council #2243 of the Knights of Columbus and hosted by the Columbiettes. We will be using this
time to inform parishioners about the Knights and particularly, Fr. Baker Council and the Columbiettes.
This is also another opportunity to recruit new members. Brother Knights are encouraged to invite
family, friends and co-workers who may want to learn more on becoming a Knight, or a Columbiette.

Wed. Dec 11 — Regular Council Meeting - 7:00 PM

Our regular Council meeting will take place on Wednesday, December 11, 2024 at 7 PM sharp at our
COUNCIL OFFICE at 780 Ridge Road. The December Business meeting typically scheduled for the 4
Monday of each month has been rescheduled and will be combined with this Regular council meeting. All
Council members are invited and encouraged to attend these meetings. Please consider getting involved
with the direction and future of your Council. Turkeys will be raffled off at this meeting!

Wed. Dec 18 — Columbiette’s Christmas Party — 6:30 PM

The Columbiette’s will celebrate the Christmas holiday with their monthly meeting/Christmas party.
The ladies will participate in a Mystery Gift exchange, enjoy pizza, snacks and delicious deserts. Have a
fun time everyone!

Mon. Dec 23 — Council Business Meeting RESCHEDULED - 6:30 PM

This meeting has been rescheduled and will be held on December 11" as part of the regular Council
meeting.

Wed. Dec 25 — Christmas Day

The Birth of our Savior Jesus Christ. Merry Christinas to all members and your families,
and May God Bless You Always!
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Columbiettes Corner

“Columbiettes Update”

It’s almost December and the Columbiettes have been busy working on the rest of November and on
the upcoming calendar of events for December. The Columbiettes wish to thank Sarah Howard and her
brother Sal (KofC member), for their donation of the American flag and flag holder. Sal made the stand
because he wanted the Columbiettes to always have a flag wherever their meeting is held. The
Columbiettes now have their own “portable flag and stand” to travel wherever they go.

President Linda Smolen was invited to the WNY Chapter KofC Memorial Rosary Service in early
November. WNY deceased KofC members were recognized before the Rosary Prayer service, as well as
Columbiette Marilyn Pinkoske. Thank you for letting me be a part of this beautiful morning.

As you know, the Columbiettes are proud of reaching out and helping those less fortunate by meeting
the needs of the people in their communities. First, we joined with the KofC in their Coats for Kids
Project. Cathie Holmes and Ann Plandowski furnished the hats and scarves to accompany the coats
provided by the Knights. Kathleen Rogers and Linda Smolen worked side by side with Cathie, Ann
Gene, John and Bruce to get the coats ready for delivery to OLV Elementary School and Notre Dame
Academy. How satisfying to know that students from these schools will be warm and toasty for the
winter weather ahead.

Second, the Columbiettes brought in Christmas gift bags for the retired Sisters of St. Joseph at St.
Francis Park in Hamburg and for Sister Ellen, celebrant of 50 years’ service to education. Kathleen
Rogers, Jackie Tyrpak and Linda Smolen will deliver the gifts just in time for Christmas, making the
spirit bright for our wonderful retire nuns. _

Doughnuts and Discipleship is right around the corner. Please encourage others to come to the get
together on Sunday, December 8" after the 8 and 10 am Masses at OLV to have coffee, doughnuts and to
learn what the Columbiettes are all about.

Finally, the Columbiettes will celebrate the Christmas holiday with their monthly meeting/Christmas
Party on December 18". The ladies will participate in a Mystery Gift exchange, enjoy pizza, snacks and
delicious deserts. Have a fun time everyone!

Well, we reached the end of what appears to have been an exciting November and a look into the last
month of 2024. As we say, “where has the time gone?”

Columbiette Birthdavs

Time to extend a belated birthday wish to JoAnn Zurek (October 2™) and Happy November birthday
to Elliec Wieleba (November 9%). Speaking of Ellie, we ask for everyone’s prayers as Ellie is now at
ECMC being treated for a fall she took in her home. Get well soon Ellie. We send our live to you!

Submitted by Linda Smolen — President




