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2023 December Calendar

Thurs. Dec 7

Sr. Knights Mtg at Glab Post
1:30 PM - Pg 4

Fri. Dec 8

The Immaculate Conception
Of the Blessed Virgin Mary
A Holy Day of Obligation

Sat. Dec 9

Sr. Knights Christmas Party
At Matthew Glab Post

6:00 PM -Pg 4

Wed. Dec 13

Reg. Council Mtg at Glab Post

7:00 PM - Pg 4

Thurs. Dec 14

Fr. Baker Council Memorial
Mass at OLV Basilica

7:00 PM - Pg 4

Sat. Dec 16

Council Basketball Free

Throw Contest at OLV Elem.
10:00 AM-Pg 5

Mon. Dec 25
The Nativity of the Lord
“Merry Christmas”

Wed. Dec 27
Columbiette’s Mtg-Glab Post
6:30 PM —Pg 5

GK — Mike McKeating
716-228-5129

FS — John Radwan
716-675-1804

Insur. Agent — Mike
Gruszewski-716-579-4312

Council Meat Raffle — Success!

Our annual meat raffle held on Saturday, November 4* at the Matthew
(Glab Post was a termific fun-filled event and one that will benefit young disabled
athletes through Special Olympics of NY. Special thanks Erica Raepple,

Director of Development at Special Olympics, her runners and wheel spinner

and athlete “Jacob™. Many thanks to Marco and Sue Lepore for overseeing

our meat raffle, Roy from the Glab Post for his help at the money exchange table,
Brother Knight Mike Margerum and his “Nickel City Road Show™ for the musical
entertainment. Also, thanks to the Brother Knights for selling tickets, buying
turkeys and helping where needed at the raffle, including - Jim Maj, Bruce
Coleman Sr., Charlie Noonan, Bob Meegan, Bill Hailand, Don Thompson, John
Sowinski, Brad Nutty Jim Tojek, Terry McCann, John Radwan, Mike McKeating,
Wayne Peszko, Gene (O’Rourke and Gene Mendrysa.

Also, special thanks to Barb Radwan, and the Columbiettes for doing a great
job managing 77 raffle baskets, including L.inda Smolen, Mary Anne Jackson,
Marilyn Pinkoske, Cathie Holmes, Anne Plandowski and Sue Zullich.

Thank you to Brother Knights, Mike Ciesla, GGlenn Reid and Dan Piotrowski
and the Lepore’s for their monetary donations and thank you to all who donated
gift baskets and gift cards, it is all very much appreciated.

And finally, thanks to the Matthew Glab Post and their staff for hosting the
meat raffle. Please forgive us if we left someone out.

(ireat job Brother Knights and all who helped!!!

Financial Secretary Message

Congratulations to Fr. Baker Council member, Rev. Msgr. David LiPuma,
Pastor & Rector of OLV Shrine & Basilica for achieving “Honaorary Life™
membership in the KofC! Father David, has belonged to the KofC for 31 years!
Congratulations are also in order for Council #2243 member Stanley Sobaszek,

who has achieved “Honorary Life” membership! Stan has been a member for 25
years!

Kof(C Free Throw Basketball Competition

The annual Council free throw contest for boys & girls ages 9-14 will take
place at OLV Elementary School on December 16th. In January, winners from
the local contest will compete against winners from other councils at the
“distnict™ competition at the Hamburg Council’s basketball court. That date has
yet to be determined. More information will be forthcoming. Please see the
announcements page for more details.
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Financial Secretary Message — cont.

NYS Council Knichts of Columbus “Charitable & Benevolent” (C&B) Drawing

The New York State Council 2023 C&B raffle final drawing is scheduled for Saturday, December 2™
and will be held at Villa Roma Resort in Callicoon, New York. The Grand Prize is $25,000, 2™ Prize is
$10,000, 3@ Prize is $5,000 and ten $1,000 Prizes. The proceeds go to support the Knights of Columbus
charitable programs such as Catholic High School Scholarships, Special Olympics, Coats for Kids, Pro-
Life Activities, Disaster Relief and local council activities. Tickets are no longer available. For every
booklet sold at $12 each, our Council retains 36, and $6 is submitted to the NYS Council. We will report

the names of the winners and present a financial summary of how well our Council did in the January
edition of the Arman Dextra.

Coats For Kids

On November 28" our Council distributed 71 brand new winter coats for kids attending schools at
OLV Elementary and the Lackawanna School District. Many thanks to John Radwan for managing this
effort. Also, thanks to Terry McCann, Bruce Coleman Sr., Jim Tojek and Gene Mendrysa, along with
John Radwan for sorting, tageing and distributing these coats to the schools. Also special thanks to the
Columbiettes for participating in this year’s Coats for Kids Program. They donated winter hats to go with
the coats. Special thanks to Cathie Holmes and AnnPlandowski for their assistance in packing and
tagging the hats. A great joint cffort from the Knights and the Columbiettes.

Annunal Council Memorial Mass — Deceember 14, 2023

The annual Council Memoria Mass previously scheduled for November 2, 2023 has been rescheduled
for December 14, 2023. Please see the announcements page for the latest details.

New Chaplain

Qur new Chaplain is our Council’s former Lecturer, Fr. Justin Steeg, following the passing of Fr.
Romulus Rosolowski, OFM on October 28, 2023. Fr. Justin is currently studying Cannon Law at
Catholic University in Washington DC. Fr. Justin will be providing an audio message for our Council
meetings from Washington, DC while school is in session and an in-person message when in WNY.

Trivia Contest — December 2023

We are sad to report that no correct answers were received for our November Trivia contest. The
correct answer to the question... When was the first Thanksgiving held, and when did America start
celebrating Thanksgiving? This may have been a difficult question. The correct answer is...During the
Autumn of 1621, at least 90 Wampanoag Indians joined 52 English in Plymouth, Mass n the 1*
Thanksgiving. And, President Washington was the first to issue a proclamation for the holiday in 1789,
designating Thursday, Nov. 26 for the people of the US a day of public Thanksgiving. This marked the
first national celebration of the holiday under the new Constitution.

(Juestion — What Lackawanna football player played in the 1973 North-South Senior Bowl game in
Mobile, Alabama, and threw for 2 TD’s in the 4* quarter, and 194 yards passing while only playing half
the game? Unfortunately, the South beat the North 33-30. First correct answer received wins a $10 Tim
Horton’s gift card. Remember to email your answer to Gene Mendrysa at gene.mendrysa@gmail.com
Just a reminder, those who won in the last 90 days are ineligible. Good Luck to All!
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Deceased Members

A.Terrance Campbell, a Third Degree and Honorary Life member of the Fr. Baker Council #2243,
passed away on November 6, 2023 at the age of 77. Terrance was a member of the KofC for 48 years.

March 2024 Lotterv Number Raffle

The selling of our Council’s March lottery number tickets is underway! The raffle’s winning ticket
numbers are based on the daily evening NY lottery number drawings in the month of March 2024.
Tickets are only $5 each and available from Gene Mendrysa (716-207-9036) or John Radwan (¥82-716-
675-1804). Winners of the daily evening ticket drawings will receive $25. Buyers of the winning ticket
numbers drawn on St. Patrick’s Day (3/17), St. Joseph’s Day (3/19) and Easter Sunday (3/31) will each
receive $100! These tickets are great Christmas stocking stuffers, and gifts for family and friends.

Columbiettes Corner

The Father Baker Kmights welcome the Columbiettes to join in the playing of the Council’s monthly
trivia contest starting m January 2024, Our rules are very simple, they include:
Limited to Council & Columbiette members in good standing
Arma Dextra contributors (GK, Fin. Secp& Editor) are ineligible
Members are eligible if they have not won in the last 90 days
One prize will be awarded per month to the member who answers the question correctly. If no
correct answer is received prior to the next publication of the Arma Dextra, no prize will be
awarded for that month
5. Answers must be emailed to the Gene Mendrysa at gene.mendrysalg'gmail.com
6. First correct answer wins a $10 Tim Horton’s gift card
7. Have Fun & Good Luck!

R

The Fr. Baker #2243 Columbiettes had a great time working with the KofC at the Meat Raffle. The
ladies set up the theme basket tables, sold tickets for the theme baskets and gift card raffles and
distributed the prizes to the lucky winners. The number of theme baskets and gift card donations was
fantastic - 77 in all. Thanks to Christa Stewart, District Deputy for the Columbiettes and her husband
Billy Stewart, State Advocate for the NYS KofC for attending. All in all, it was a fun time for everyone.
The Columbiettes look forward to working with the KofC on upcoming events in the future.

Linda Smolen, President

December 2023 “Happy Birthday” Brothers

Best Birthday wishes to all Brother Knights who have birthdays in the month of December. Hope
you enjoy your day and may “God Bless You Always™!

Happy Birthday to: Frederick P. Bradley, William P. Callahan, Michael P. Callahan, Gary R. Chentfant,
Michael F. Daley, D. Brian Downey, Brendan I). Dunford, Joseph D). Fabian, James C. Grande, Allen F.
Harris, Thomas G. Huzinec, Eugene L. Klubek, Thomas J. Krakowski, Thomas J. Mazgaj, Francis J.
MecGrath, Timothy W. Noe, Charles A. Noonan, Patrick C. O’ Reilly, Stephen D. Paluch, Daniel B.
Pulinski, Thomas E. Radich, Dean A. Riedy, Richard Santarsiero and Michael E. Sowinki.
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Announcement & Event Details

Thurs. December 7 — Sr. Knights Meeting — 1:30 PM

The Sr. Knights meeting will be held on December 7, 2023 at 1:30 PM at the Matthew Glab Post. All
Council #2243 Knights, age 55 and over, are eligible and encouraged to join the Sr. Knights Social Club.
This is a terrific club! Simply contact Otto Johnson at (716) 998-4433 to join. Anyone attending the Sr.
Knights Christmas Party on December 9% can pay for his reservation at this monthly meeting.

Sat. December 9 - Sr. Knights “ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PARTY” 6:00 PM

The Senior Knights will be holding their annual Christmas Party on Saturday, December 9, 2023, at
the American Legion Matthew Glab Post #1477, 1965 Abbott Rd. in Lackawanna NY. All Senior
Knights and their guests are encouraged to attend. What a terrific way to kick-off the Christmas season!

The party includes:
6:00 — 7:00 PM Cocktail Hour with Appetizers
7:00 — 8:00 PM Dinner
7:00 - 10:00 PM Music and Dancing by the Kipler Brothers

[.ast minute payments of $25.00 pp can be submitted at the December 7% Sr. Knights meeting.

Wed. December 13 — Reenlar Council Meeting - 7:00 PM

Our regular Council meeting will be held on December 13, 2023 at 7 PM at the Matthew (ilab Post. All
Council members, are invited and encouraged to attend these meetings. Our focus will be on the 2023/2024
fraternal year event planning. Get involved and provide input into the direction for your Council.

Thurs. December 14 — Annual Council Memorial Mass at OLV—7:00 PM

On Thursday, December 14th, Fr. Baker Knights of Columbus will be hosting their Annual Memorial
Mass honoring the deceased members of the Council from December 7, 2022 to October 28, 2023. We are
privileged to have our Council’s Brother Knight, Msgr. David LiPuma celebrating this beautiful ceremony.
All family, council members and friends are cordially invited to attend this remembrance of our recently
departed brothers. Beverages and a light buffet will be served immediately following the Mass downstairs in
the Basilica. This Memorial Mass has been a tradition at Fr. Baker Council for many, many years, won’t you
please join us as we pay homage to our recently departed brothers.

This Year’s Honorees include;

Joseph A. D’ Amato — Dec. 7, 2022 Joseph F. Balon — Dee. 17, 2022

James J. Tighe — Jan. 10, 2023 James T. Esford, Jr. — Mar. 5, 2023
Walter Stetz — Apr. §, 2023 John M. Langan — Apr 9, 2023

Francis G. Conmy — Apr. 30, 2023 John P. ("Halloren, Jr. - May 20, 2023
Thomas E. Mazurek —Jun. 27, 2023 Dennis J. O’Hara - Jul. 19,2023
George M. Check — Jul. 27, 2023 David A. Freitus — Aug. 3, 2023

Frederick F. Pordum — Aung. 24, 2023 Fr. Romulus Roselowski — Oct. 28, 2023
For more info contact Dave Schaefer, 716-675-4994 (h), 716-863-3301 (¢) or Email: Baybarn(@AOL.COM



Page 5 of 6 Knights of Columbus — Fr. Baker Council #2243

Announcement & Event Details

Sat. December 16 - KofC Basketball Free Throw Competition

The Counecil’s annual basketball free throw contests for all 9-14 yearold students, will be held at the
OLYV Elementary School gym on Saturday, December 16" beginning at 10 AM. Students can be from
any school to participate. Registration forms are available at the OLV school office, or at our website
(fatherbakerkofe.com). On the home page, select “News & Announcements” in the left column and then
look for the contest information on the “News & Announcements™ page.

Wed. December 27 — Columbiette’s Regular Meeting — 6:30 PM

The Columbiette’s meeting will be held on December 27, 2023 at 6:30 PM at the Matthew (lab Post. A
summary of the items discussed will be included in our January Arma Dextra newsletter.

REV. ROMULUS
RosoLowsky, OFM ConNv.

Born September 13, 1946

Professed Solemn Vows Angmst 15, 1963
Oirdained May 11, 1974
Died October 28, 2023

Fr. Romulus (L.eonard Anthony) Rosolowski, OFM Conv., 77, a Franciscan Friar of Our Lady of Angels
Provinge, passed away peacefully on Saturday, October 28, 2023 at Mercy Hospital in Buffalo, NY. Bom
on September 15, 1946, he was the eldest son of the late Leo and Florence (nee Zielinski) Rosolowski.
After graduating from Bishop Ryan High School in 1964, he entered the Novitiate of the Conventional
Franciscans in Ellicott City, MD, professing first vows on August 15, 1965. He completed his
undergraduate studies at St. hyacinth College Seminary in Granby, MA, during which time he professed
solemn vows on “August 15, 1968. After earning a Bachelor’s degree in 1969, he traveled to Rome,
where he studied at the Pontifical Faculty of St. Bonaventure (“the Seraphicum™) until 1973. He
completed his M.Div. at St. Anthony-on-Hudson Seminary in Rensselaer, NY in 1974. He was ordained
to the priesthood on May 11, 1974.

After serving in numerous assignments throughout the United States and West Africa as an apostolate,

mission work and in parochial settings, Rev. Romulus’ final assignment was at Our Lady of Victory

Basilica, in Lackawanna, NY from 2008 to 2023, and as Chaplain of KofC Fr. Baker Council #2243.
“May he rest in peace”



Page 6 of 6 Knights of Columbus — Fr. Baker Council #2243

Coats for Kids Delivered at Lackawanna School District (left) and OLV Elementary School (right)




