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2022 Dec. Calendar

Thurs. Dec. 1

Sr. Knights Mecting at
Matthew Glab Post
1:30 PM —-Pes 4

Sat. Dec. 3

Sr. Knights Christmas Party
At Matthew Glab Post

6:30 PM

Wed. Dec. 14

Regular Council Meeting at
Matthew Glab Post

7:00 PM —Ps 4

Sat. Dec. 17

Council Free Throw Contest
at OLV Elem. School Gym
10:00 AM —Pg 4

Sun. Dec. 25

Christmas Day

“For today in the city of
David a Savior has been born
for you who is Messiah and
Lord™ — Luke 2:11

Sun. Jan. 1. 2023
“Happy New Year” and
“May God Bless our Council”

Fri.Jan. 27, 2023 Upcoming
WNY Chapter Meeting at
Hamburg Council
Dinner/Mitg at 6:30 PM-Pg 4
No December Meeting

GK — Mike Mckeating
716-228-5129

FS —John Radwan
716-675-1804

Insur. Agent — Tom Iwankow

“Rejoice — A Savoir was Born
in Bethlehem — Merry Christmas™!
Decar Brother Knights,

The regular Council meeting scheduled for November 9™ was cancelled due
to sickness. The officers met on November 16™ and this functioned as a regular
Council and Business meeting.

We discussed the results of our October 29" meat rafflc where we made a
little over $2000. The results were very disappointing compared to last year.
But we got virtually no help from Special Olympics, and the purpose was to raise
moncy for them. Their excuse was that they had a Halloween party on the same
date as our meat raffle. In my view that’s a pretty lame excuse. At the
December meeting we need to have a serious discussion about whether to be
involved with the Special Olympics given their lack of cooperation. We also
need to discuss whether to have a meat raffle in 2023, and if so, to choose a
charity to be our partner, and we need to schedule a date.

We are checking with Our Lady of Bistrica about the availability of the
shelter for our Family Picnic. We are shooting for Aug. 6™ of 13™.

There is a proposal that we have a St. Patrick’s Day Party. We'll discuss this
at our December meeting. If we want to have a party, we have to find a location
and agree on a date. We will also need a band. It’s hard to find an Irish band
available around St. Patrick’s Day, needless to say.

Financial Secretary Message

Congratulations to Members

Congratulations to members Thomas J. Burke, Michael J. Poch, Neal J.
Goldwater Jr., and Desmond McManus who attained Honorary Life member
status. Tom, a 3" degree knight, has been 2 member of the KofC for 25 years;
Michael, a 2" degree knight, has been a member of the KofC for 46 years; Neal,
a 3" degree knight, has been 2 member of the KofC for 28 years; Desmond, a
2" degree knight, has been 2 member of the KofC for 26 years.!

Congratulations are also in order for members David C. Brucz and
Raymond Checke Jr. who bhave attained Honorary member status. David, a 37
degree knight, has been a member of the KofC for 33 years; Ray, a 2™ degree
knight, has bee 2 member of the KofC for 37 years! Honorary and Honorary
Life membership status are determined by a combination of member age and
continuous years of service in the KofC. Congratulations to all!!
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Financial Secretary Message — Cont.

Annual Council Dues

Reminder postcards will be mailed to Regular and Honorary members on December 15. Please pay
your annual dues as soon as you receive your notice. When you put the notice aside, chances are you’ll
forget about it and force the Council to pay additional costs for sending 2" and 3™ notices. The dues
for “Regular” members are 540 and 510 for Honorary members. Honorary Life and disabled
members are dues exempt. A list of dues-paying members and their amounts owed is posted on the

“Members Only” page. Make checks payable to “Fr. Baker Council #2243”. Contact Financial
Secretary, John Radwan (716-675-1804) if you have questions. Mail your dues payment to John
Radwan, 130 Main Street, West Seneca, NY 14224,

Current 1st & 2nd Degree Fr. Baker Council members who desire to become 3™ members can do
s0 be watching a 30-minute video pertaining to the degrees of the KofC. For more information contact
our Financial Secretary, John Radwan (716 675-1804). There is no cost to attain the 3™ degree, just the
short amount of time you’re willing to invest.

Mareh 2023 Lottery Number Ticket Fundraiser

Tickets are now available to buy and sell for this month-long annual Council event!! Contact Gene
Mendrysa (716-207-9036) or John Radwan (716-675-1804) for tickets. Cost is only $5 per ticket. An
incentive for the seller of the most tickets will receive a 350 prize. The daily winning ticket number
prize is $25. Bonus dates are St. Patrick’s Day, March 17" and St. Joseph’s Day, March 19™ where
the prize is $100. Tickets are available now and will also be available for sale at the bar of the
Matthew Glab Post beginningz on December 1, 2022. Members, we hold only 2 of these lottery
fundraisers per yvear and need your support to be successful. These tickeis make great stocking
stuffers for Christmas gifting. Your support is always very much appreciated.

Trivia Contest — December 2022

We are sorry to report that there was no winner for the month of November. The correct answer to
the gquestion — The Knights of Columbus emblem of our Order dates back to the second Supreme Council
meeting on May 12, 1883 and designed by our Supreme Knight, James T. Mullen. What does the emblem
represent? The answer is: A quick glance at the emblem indicates a shield mounted upon the Formee
Cross. The shield is that associated with a medieval Knight. The Formee Cross is the representation of a
traditionally artistic design of the Cross of Christ through which all graces of redemption were procured
for mankind. This emblem then represents the Catholic spirit of the Order of the Knights of Columbus.

Question — As a follow-up question regarding the Knights of Columbus emblem of our Order, what do the
colors of our emblem, namely red, white and blue represent? Two answers are allowable. A hint — one
answer is ecclesiastical. 'What do our emblem colors represent? First correct answer received wins a
$10.00 Tim Horton’s gift card. Remember to email your answer to Gene Mendrysa at
sene.mendrevsai@omail.com. Good Luck to All!
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Council Recruitment

Fr. Baker Council members are reminded that the Council can grow if our members actively
recruit potential “candidates for our Council. Current members with a brother, son, grandson or
friend who is at least 18 years old and a practicing Catholic in good standing should be encouraged to
join the Order. Every member should always be ready and prepared to recruit new members and
help our Council grow. Please encourage eligible men to visit the KofC website (kofc.org) and our own
website (fatherbakerkofc.com) for insight into what the Knights of Columbus is all about. Have
potential candidates contact John Radwan at (716-675-1804) for further information.

Recently, our Council held two member recruitment drives at Hilbert College, in Hamburg, NY.
Many thanks to DGK Don Thompson for sccuring a table on campus for these events.

LR

e

PGK Gene Mendrysa & Hilbert College Mascot at our Recruitment Drive

Knights of Columbus Insurance — Agent Thomas E. Iwankow

Please feel free to contact Thomas for all your insurance needs. Thomas can be reached at 716-
844-1251, or email address Thomas.Iwankow(@KofC.ore . If Thomas is unavailable, please contact
Kof( insurance gencral agent, John P. Hoolick at (570) 654-3390, or JOHN.HOOLICK@KOFC.ORG.

All members are encouraged to periodically, at least once per year or upon lifestyle changes, to
review your policies, especially your beneficiaries. Also, call Tom to look into the new products that
are now available, especially since interest rates have recently increased. Tom will be happy to answer
all of your questions.
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Coats for Kid Proeram

Fr. Baker Council distributed twenty-four winter coats o OLV Elementary School on Tuesday,
November 29". An additional forty-cight winter coats are to be distributed to the Lackawanna School
District on Thursday, December 1¥. Many thanks to all Council members for supporting this effort and
for those volunteers who sorted, tageed and distributed them. These include John Radwan, Bob Meegan,
Terry McCann and Gene Mendrysa. Council’s fundraising activities paid for the coats. Thank you KofC.
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Basketball Free Throw Competition

The Knights of Columbus Free Throw Championship is open to all boys and girls in our community,
ages 9 to 14. The Fr. Baker Council #2243 contest will take place at the OLV Elementary School gym on
December 17, 2022 at 10 AM. Applications will be available at QLV Elementary and also at schools in the
Lackawanna School District, soon. Information regarding the date of the competition will be displayed on
our Council’s web site and via email to our members. Winners in each age group and gender will go on to
compete in the “District” competition at the Hamburg Council on Sunday, January 8, 2023. Council
members interested in volunteering to keep score should contact John Radwan (716-675-1804) or Bob

Meegan (716-348-6119).
December 2022 “Happy Birthdav” Brothers

Best Birthday wishes to all Brother Knights who have birthdays in the month of December. Hope you
cnjoy your day and may “(rod Bless You Always™!

Happy Birthday to: Frederick P. Bradley, William P. Callahan, Michael P. Callahan, George M. Check,
Gary R. Chentfant, Francis G. Commy, Michael F. Daley, D. Brian Downey, Brendan D. Dunford,
Joseph D. Fabian, James C. Grande, Allen F. Harris, Thomas G. Huzinec, Eugene L. Klubek, Thomas J.
Krakowski, Thomas A. Mazgaj, Thomas E. Mazurek, Francis J. McGrath, Timothy W. Noe, Patrick C.
O’Reilly, Stephen D. Paluch, Frederick F. Pordum, Daniel B. Pulinski, Thomas E. Radich, Dean A.

Reidy, Richard Santarsiero and Michael E. Slowinski.
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On December 1, 2022 representatives of Fr. Baker Council #2243 presented the Lackawanna School
District 48 new coats for disadvantaged students in the District. Pictured above with staff and students at
Martin Road Elementary School are (from right to left in the back row) Council #2243 Financial
Secretary, John Radwan, Trustee Bob Meegan and Trustee Terry McCann.
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Announcement & Event Details

Thurs. December I — Senior Knights Meeting — 1:30 PM

The Senior Knights meeting will be held on December 1, 2022 at 1:30 PM at the Matthew Glab Post.
All Council #2243 Knights, age 55 and over, are eligible and encouraged to join the Sr. Knights Social
Club. This is a terrific club! Simply call Club Treasurer, Otto Johnson at (716-998-4433), to join.

Sat. December 3 — Senior Knights Christmas Partv — 6:30 PM

The Sr. Knights are holding their annual Christmas Party at the Matthew Glab Post on Saturday,
December 3, 2022 from 6:00 to 10:00 PM. The cost is only $25 per person, which includes a catered
dinner, appetizers music and cocktails. This is always a terrific and joyous way to celebrate the
Christmas season. All Senior Knights arc urged to attend and support the Senior Knights Social Club.
Call Kevin Gilbride at 675-7972, or Gene O’Rourke at 860-1090 for last minute ticketing and
reservations.

Wed. December 14 — Regular Council & Oificer’s Planning Meeting 7:00 PM

Our regular Council and Officer’s planning meeting will be held on December 14, 2022 at 7 PM at the
Matthew Glab Post. All Fr. Baker Council members are invited and encouraged to attend these meetings.
Our focus will be on our programs and our fundraising direction for the upcoming year. Your input is
welcomed and important as we plan for the future.

Sat. December 17 — Kr. Baker Council Free Throw Contest — 16:00 AM

The Fr. Baker Council will be holding it annual free throw contest on Saturday, December 17, 2022 at
OLV Elementary School Gym at 10 AM. Winners in each age group and gender will go on to compete in
the “District” competition at the Hamburg Council on Sunday, January 8, 2023. Volunteers are urged to
arrive at 9:30 AM to help with the set-up and to obtain the final instructions.

UPCOMING Fri. January 27 - WNY Chapter/Conference Meeting 6:30 PM

This WNY Chapter meeting is scheduled for Friday, January 27, 2022 at the Hamburg Council starting
at 6:30 PM for dinner, followed by a Rosary for the deceased at 7:15 PM, followed by the meeting at 7:30
PM. he Grand Knight will share the information received with our Council at the next regularly scheduled
Council meeting on February 8, 2023.



