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2025 August Calendar

Sun. Aug. 10
Council Annual Picnic &

Sweepstakes Drawing
Reserve Your Seating — Pg 2/3

Wed. Aug. 13
KofC Blessed Michael J.

McGivney Feast Day Mass
At OLYV Basilica
12:10 PM -Pg 1

Wed. Aug. 13
Regular Council Mtg - Office

7:00 PM -Pg 5

Thurs. Aug. 14
Council Presentation to

Support Seminarian Joseph
Gragham in East Aurora
5:00PM —-Pg5

Sat. Aug. 16

WNY Chapter KofC “Day of
Caring” Golf Tournament at
Rizzo’s at Rothland GC

8:30 AM Registration — Pg 2

Wed. Aug. 20

Buffalo Bisons Game at
Sahlen Field - Members Only
1:00 PM -Pg3

Mon. Aug. 25
Council Bus. Mtg - Office

6:30 PM -Pg 6

Wed. Aug. 28
Columbiette Mtg - OLV
Community Room

6:30 PM - Pg 6

GK — Glenn Reid
716-830-3993

FS — John Radwan
716-675-1804

Insur. Agent — Mike
Gruszewski 716-579-4312

Blessed Michael J. McGivney
Feast Day! - August 13, 2025

A Mass to celebrate the feast day of Blessed Michael J. McGivney, (Founder of
the Knights of Columbus) will be held on Wednesday, Augnst 13, 2025 at 12:10 PM,
at Our Lady of Victory Basilica. The first four pews will be reserved for members
of the Fr. Baker Council #2243 and its auxiliary, the Columbiettes. We urge all
members to attend this celebration.

Installation of Council 2243 Officers

On Wednesday, July 15, 2025, the Council held its installation of officer’s
ceremony for the upcoming fraternal year (July 1, 2025 - June 30, 2026) at
OLV Charities Conference Room. The following officers were installed:

Grand Knights - Glenn Reid Advocate - Bruce Coleman Sr.
Deputy Grand Knight - Neal Goldwater Warden - Gaetano Sanchez
Chancellor - Brian Gannon Inside Guard - Jim Tojek
Recorder - Len Fusco - abs Outside Guard - Sal Howard
Treasurer - Anthony Saletta Trustee (3 yr) - Bob Meegan

Non-Elected Officers include: Financial Secretary, John Radwan; Chaplain, Fr.
Justin Steeg; and Lector (currently vacant). Congratulations officers.

e

“May the Cross ever be a reminder to you that you must be renewed in
Christ, and that your administration must show that Catholic lay leadership among
the people of God, flows from this renewal. Invoking God’s help to fulfill this

mission.” Chaplain Rev. Justin Steeg
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Installation of Council 2243 Officers on July 15, 2025 — cont.

PNYS Treasurer & PGK — John Sowinski acting Newly installed Warden, Gaetano Sanchez & his
District Deputy & Chaplian Fr. Justin Steeg wife, as they pose for an after- ceremony picture

Congratulations to the Newly Installed Council Officers! .

Council Summer Sweepstakes Raffle — Sunday August 10, 2025

Don’t forget to buy your tickets for our annual “Summer Sweeps” drawing which will be held at
our annual picnic on Sunday, August 10®. There will be drawings for 8 cash prizes: $2,500, $1,500,
$500 and 5 $100 prizes! Each ticket is $20 and can be purchased by:

(1) Sending an email request to knights2243@gmail.com or
(2) Contacting our Financial Secretary, John Radwan (716-675-1804) or
(3) Sending your ticket request and payment to:

John Radwan, 130 Main St., West Seneca, NY 14224

NOTE: The seller of a winning ticket drawn receives a cash prize of 10% of the amount of the winning
ticket drawn! Get your tickets early, this is a popular raffle. Your support is very much appreciated.

WNY Chapter KofC Golf Tournament — Saturday, August 16, 20235

The annual “Day of Caring” golf tournament sponsored by the WNY Chapter of the KofC will take
place on Saturday, August 16th at Rizze;s at Rothlands GC in Akron, NY. Fr. Baker Council members
who play, will be reimbursed $20 of their golf fee, by the Council! The reimbursements will be mailed to
those members after the date of the tournament. Contact chairman, Joe Mead (716-481-6330) if you have
any questions.
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Financial Secretary Message — cont.

Sun. August 10 — Fr. Baker “Annual Council Family Picnic” 1:00-5:00 PM

Our annual picnic is scheduled for Sunday, August 10, 2025, from 1-5 PM, and will be held at Our
Lady of Bistrica Croatian Catholic Church Pavilion at 1619 Abbott Rd, in Lackawanna. Weidner’s
BBQ Catering will be providing the food which includes, BBQ chicken + ribs, with buttered spuds, BBQ
beans, macaroni and chef salads, coleslaw, roll with butter and deserts. Beer, wine, soda pop and water
are included. Deserts would be appreciated! The cost for members and guests is only $25.

Entertainment includes Dennis George, the “Quiz Master” performing the Trivia Contest, 50/50

drawing and the ever popular “Lottery-Hat” raffle. Our “Summer Sweepstakes” will also be held with the
drawing for 8 cash prizes.

Please, park in the parking lot in front of the Church. A limited number of handicap parking
spots will be available near the pavilion. Please do not park on the grass!

As soon as possible, please contact and mail payment to Gene Mendrysa at 5029 Shimerville
Rd., Clarence, NY 14031 to reserve your seating. Questions or concerns, please call Gene at 716-634-
8997. Reserve your seat early. Please make checks payable to Fr. Baker Council #2243.

Buffalo Bisons Game

Our Council has secured a suite at Sahlen Field on Wednesday, August 20 at 1 PM to see our
Buffalo Bisons take on the Scranton Railriders.

Currently, 19 members signed up to go to the game. Six (6 tickets are still available at only $10 each.
Hot dogs, soda pop, water, chips and pretzels will be provided. This is a Council #2243 “members only”
event. The first 6 Council members to contact John Radwan expressing an interest to attend AND paying
their $10, will receive a ticket for the game. No $10 payment/no ticket.

Phone or text John at (716-597-8893) as soon as you can.

Lackawanna Legends (Youth) Baseball Champions

Our Council’s sponsored baseball team, the Lackawanna Legends’ “Dodgers” celebrated a successful
season, culminating in a championship win. They enjoyed a season filled with memorable moments,
including a comeback victory after being down 13-0 against Rockland. The season was marked by hard
work, dedication and strong leadership from coaches Mike and Adam. The team received medals to
commemorate their season, and awards were given for MVP, Most Improved Player and Best
Sportsmanship. Congratulations, the KofC Fr. Baker Council is very proud of your effort and success.
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OLV’s Pennies to Heaven Fundraiser

“Pennies to Heaven” will be held on Saturday, July 26*" and Sunday, July 27% behind the Basilica
and school. This year will be a two-day celebration! On Saturday, there will be the annual jazz Mass at
4:30 PM, followed by a tent party and band. Sunday will feature a noon Mass to honor Father Baker and
celebrate his legacy, as well as our “Pennies to Heaven” coin drop, chicken BBQ and family carnival.
Proceeds will support the “Save the Basilica Dome/Adopt an Angel” campaign.

Our Council will again be participating in OLV’s annual fundraising carnival on Sunday, July
27" by hosting the “Wine Bottle Ring Toss” and serving hot dogs. We are asking our fellow Knights
to donate a bottle, or bottles of wine for the game. Please do not donate unwanted, old wine that has been
gathering dust in your basements. Drop off your donation at the OLV rectory during normal business
hours., Monday — Friday, 8:30 AM —4:30 PM (closed on Thursday & Friday from 1-2 PM. Thank you,
in advance, for your contribution(s) to this effort! Stop by our booth and try to ring a bottle of wine!

August 20235 “Happy Birthday” Brothers

Best Birthday wishes to all Brother Knights who have birthdays in the month of August. Hope you
enjoy your day and may “God Bless You Always”!

Happy Birthday to: Donald J. Ball, Thomas M. Best, Rev. James B. Cunningham, Leonard J. Fusco,
William J. Hailand, Donald J. Knott, John J. Kowalczyk, Richard A. Kret, Michael D. Margerum, Robert
J. Meegan Jr., Charles A. Minich Jr., Wayne Pezsko, Ronald M. Pulinski, Robert E. Roland, Donald H.
Thompson and Samuel J. Virgillo Jr.

Pray for the Deceased and the Sick

Deceased — Third Degree Council member, Gerald L. Devlin, age 84, passed away on
July 5. Gerald was a member of the Knights of Columbus for 52 years and had attained
Honorary Life status. Please remember Gerald and the Devlin family in your prayers.

Also, Fr. Baker Council 2243 member, Patrick McCann, age 86, passed away on July 8%.
Patrick was a Third-Degree member and belonged to the Knights of Columbus for 32
years. Please remember Patrick and the McCann family in your prayers.

Also, we are sad to report the passing of Ann Alvira-Buchnowski on July 6". Ann was
the wife of Council member, Christopher Buchnowski. Please remember, Ann,
Christopher and the Buchnowski family in your prayers.

In addition, sadly we report the passing away of Marilyn Gallagher, wife of the late
Past Grand Knight, Patrick Gallagher. Marilyn was a long-time supporter of the Fr. Baker
Council up until her passing. She was a volunteer at all of our Council functions such as
the children’s Christmas parties, past Sr. Patrick’s Day events, annual picnics, and Senior

Knights Christmas parties. Marilyn was also a member of our former ladies’ auxiliary for
many years.

Sick - Please pray for the following Council members: Dave Schaefer, Fred Bradley, Jim Tojek,
Don Thompson, Sal Howard, and Brian Gannon. Also, please pray for John Sowinski’s wife, Elaine
Sowinski.
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Trivia Contest — July 2025

We are happy to report that Gaetano Sanchez was the first to submit the correct answer and winner in
the July trivia contest. The correct answer to the question. .. In the movie “The Day the Earth Stood Still”
(1951), what is the famous line did Michael Rennie tell Patricia Neal, that she must say to the robot Gort,
if any harm befalls on him? The correct answer is “Klaatu barada nikto”. Gaetano, hope you enjoy your
Tim Horton’s $10 gift card.

Question — What tennis score follows deuce? Remember, to email your answer to Gene Mendrysa at

gene.mendrysa@gmail.com The winner will receive a $10 gift card from Tim Horton’s. A reminder,
those who won in the last 90 days are ineligible. Good Luck!

TRIVIA CONTEST RULE CHANGE — effective May 1, 2025 (8 Month Trial Basis)

Any winner of our Council trivia contest, beginning on May 1, 2025, who also invites an individual to
Join our KofC Council #2243, and that individual actually becomes a member within 2 months from
the date the winner submitted the correct answer, will receive 4, $10 gift cards from Tim Horton’s.
Otherwise, any winner of our Council trivia contest who does not invite an individual to join our Council
will win the usual $10 gift card from Tim Horton’s. This trivia contest rule change will expire on
December 31, 2025, unless the Council votes to extend this rule change.

Announcement & Event Details

Sr. Knights — Summer Vacation

All Council #2243 Knights, age of 55 and older, are eligible and encouraged to join the Sr. Knights
Social Club. This is a terrific club! Simply contact Otto Johnson at (716) 998-4433 to join. As usual the
Senior Knights will take a well-deserved vacation during the summer months. The next Senior
Knights meeting will be on September 4, 2025 at 1:30 PM at the Matthew Glab Post.

Wed. August 13 — Regular Council Meeting - 7:00 PM

Our regular Council meeting will take place on Wednesday, August 13, 2025 at 7 PM sharp at our
COUNCIL OFFICE at 780 Ridge Road. The meeting will focus on the fraternal activities for the
upcoming fraternal. Brother Knights, it’s time to step-up and get involved with the direction and
future of your Council. Remember, this is your Council!

Wed August 13. — KofC Blessed Michael J. McGivney Feast Day Mass — 12:10 PM

A Mass to celebrate the feast day of Blessed Michael J. McGivney (Founder of the Knights of Columbus
will be held on Wednesday, August 13, 2025 at 12:10 PM, at Our Lady of Victory Basilica. The first four
pews will be reserved for members of Fr. Baker Council #2243 and its auxiliary, the Columbiettes. We urge
all members to attend this celebration.

Thurs. August 14 — Council to Support Seminarian Joseph Graham— 5:00 PM

The Fr. Baker Council #2243 will be presenting a check for $500 to help support Seminarian Joseph
Graham as he continues his studies at St. Mary’s Seminary in Baltimore, Maryland. The presentation will
be made in East Aurora at the home of the Grand Knight of the East Aurora Council. This will our second
year supporting Joseph. We wish him all the best as he gets ready for his second year of study.
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Announcement & Event Details cont.

Sat. August 16 — WNY Chapter KofC “Day of Caring” Golf Tournament — 8:30 AM

The annual “Day of Caring” golf tournament sponsored by the WNY Chapter of the KofC will take
place on Saturday, August 16 at Rizzo;s at Rothlands GC in Akron, NY.

Wed. August 20 — Buffalo Bison Baseball Game — 1:00 PM

Our Council has secured a suite at Sahlen Field on Wednesday, August 20 at 1 PM to see our
Buffalo Bisons take on the Scranton Railriders.

Mon. August 25 — Council Business Meeting — 6:30 PM

Our Council business meeting will take place on Monday, August 25, 2025 at 6:30 PM at our
Council Office at 780 Ridge Road. The meeting will focus our financial planning strategy and service
programs.

Wed. August 28 — Columbiettes Meeting — 6:30 PM

The Columbiette’s meeting will be held on Wednesday, August 28, 2025 at 6:30 PM at the OLV
Community Room in the basement of OLV Basilica. This meeting will focus on the programs and
activities scheduled for 2025.

Columbiettes Corner

The old saying of the dog days of summer has truly been happening this summer. What a heatwave

we’ve experienced! Hope everyone has managed to stay cool and enjoyed the sunshine that we so dearly
appreciate each year.

The heat tends to slow us down a bit and so it goes for the Columbiettes, as well. Not too much has
happened this past month except that we are looking forward to our Installation of Officers and the
Pennies to Heaven Carnival. So, I thought what about a little reminiscing of our past Auxiliary
Installations and the Pennies to Heaven Carnival - through pictures? Sadly, we lost two of our members

since we began our Auxiliary in 2021. But as time goes on, we have added new members and made new
friendships.

Please enjoy looking back at some of the past few moments of Columbiettes history. Have a great
month everyone and enjoy the remaining months of our beautiful Buffalo summers.

Columbiette Birthday - Happy Birthday and warm wishes are extended to Ann Plandowski, (July
27th), May you be blessed with many more birthdays!

Blessings,
Linda Smolen, President
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Columbiettes Corner — cont.

(L-r) Isabelle Welsh, Susan Zullich, Susan Zakrzewski, Vicky McEvoyy, Kathleen Rogers & Linda
Smolen

2022 Installation of Columbiette Officers



WNY Chapter and WNY FDD Assoclation

> KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

Day of Caring [~

To Benefit Special Olympics of WNY

Saturday —
ugust 16
2025
Rizzos at Rothland

12089 Clarence Center Road #9332 Akron, NY 14001

Registration Includes:

_ @
Schedule Donations
Cash, Checks, Gift Certificates, Gift Baskets,
8:30am - 9:15am Merchandise, Services rendered gladly
o s e o accepted. Beer Donations will help keep
ReS'Stratlon & DI‘IVIHQ Range overhead down and benefit the charity.

9:30am New This Year!
—~ Shotgun Start

Any council or assembly that writes a check
to Special Olympics of WNY for $500 or
After Golf more will take a group picture with a lange

check presentation with the Special
Dil‘il‘lel', 19th HO'&, & Raffle Olympics Management Team!



WNY Chapter and WNY FDD Association

3> KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS Sponsorships &
Advertising

®
ay o arl ng Program Booklet size is 8.5 by 5.5

GOLF TOURNAMENT
inside Cover with Tee Sign
To Beneflt inside Cover

.ﬂﬁ- aﬁg 5pecia’ n’ymp"cs Full Page with Tee Sign

Fﬁ.ﬁa‘ New Yo fk Full Page

Half Page

' Tee Sign Only
Please contact Tom Creenan or Joe Mead with
any questions, about donations, or purchasing

~ tickets or advertising.

Tom: (716)570-0964
tomc.amhenstalar_-m@gmait.com Send Artwonk/Scripted Ad to Joe Mead
Joe: (716) 481-6330 at jdmead@verizon.net before 8/2 deadline.
Bmead@verizon.net

Patron Ad (1 Line)

@ @
Rengtratlon FOI'm Have Your Council Sponsor a Team!

Use as a reward for outstanding commitment to
Team Name (Ex. St. Mary’s Council #17530)  your council.

Tickets are $125 per golfer on presale before 8/2/2. $140 per golfer after.

Team Members (Please print and enter twosomes or foursomes only.)

PLAYER NAME s PHONE EMAIL

a4

Make all checks payable to Special Olympics of WNY. All donations are tax deductible.
Send checks to Joe Mead 7211 Boston State Rd. Hamburg, NY 14075



