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2024 August Calendar Council Supports OLV’s “Pennies to Heaven”

Sun. Aug. 11 Fr. Baker
Council “Annnal Picnic”
1:00 - 5:00 PM -Pg 4

Fr. Baker Council #2243 continued its support the OLV annual fundraiser
“Pennies to Heaven™ by volunteering to help make it a success. This year’s fund-
raiser was held on Sunday, July 28, 2024 on the parish grounds. Our Council held

Wed. Aug, 14 the popular and fun-filled “wine toss” and the “grilling of hot dogs”. Both

Roe. events had tons of customers. Over 130 bottles of wine were won and hundreds

7:00 g;iuil;il;;[tg AEOREICE of hot dogs were served to many hungry patrons. This event was well attended and
: the weather was ideal. Special thanks to the Council members who volunteered to

Sat. Aug, 17 help, John Radwan, Terry McCann, Dave Schaefer, Bruce Coleman Sr., Sal Howard

Special Olympics Golf and sister Sarah Howard, Brad Nutty and Gene Mendrysa. Great Job by All!!

Tournament at Rizzo’s at

Rothland Golf Course —Pg 4

Wed. Aug. 28
Columbieite’s Mtg at Glab Post
6:30 PM - Pg 6

Fri. Aug. 30
WNY Chapter Picnic at the
Madonna Council

6:30 PM —Pg 6

Sun. Sept. 1

Discipleship & Donuts

After 10 AM Mass at OLV in
Marian Room - Pg 6

Thurs. Sept. 5

Sr. Knights Mtes at Glab Post
No Migs in July & August
1:30 PM - Pg 4

GK - Gene Mendrysa
716-634-8997

FS —John Radwan
716-675-1804

Insur. Agent — Mike
Gruszewski 716-579-4312
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Pennies to Heaven Hot Dog Grilling
(1to r) Sue Zulich, Bruce Coleman Sr., John Radwan & Andrea Almeida
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Pennies to Heaven Kof(C “Wine Toss”

(1 to r) Sarah & Sal Howard, Bruce Coleman Sr., Don Thompson & Terry McCann
Not pictured Dave Schaefer and Gene Mcndrysa

Knights of Columbus Color Corps Procession at Fr. Baker’s Day Mass
Led (on left) by Paul Sawaya , CCRN, WNY Chapter President




Yage 3 of 7 Knights of Columbus - Fr. Baker Council #2243

Financial Secretary Message

Fr. Baker Council #2243 Qfficer Installation Dinner — Thursdav, Julv 11

Our Council celebrated the mstallation of officers on Thursday, July 11, 2024 at 6:30 PM at the Ilio
DiPaolo Restaurant in Blasdell, NY. The ceremony stands as an annual reminder to the Council officers
of their duty to shape and build character of their members. This 1s done through the love of neighbor and
the love of God by offering and conducting charitable programs, which strengthens our parishes and builds
up the Domestic Church. The life, health and strength of the Council is dependent upon the actions of our
Catholic fraternal leaders, taking action and working together. We were honored to have NYS Treasurer
and Council PGK, John Sowinski, lead the ceremony.

Fr. Baker Council #2243 Installation of Officers at Ilio DiPaolo’s Restaurant
July 11, 2024

(1 to r) Standing John Radwan, Gene Mendrysa, Sal Howard, Bob Meegan, Jim Tojek, Bruce
Coleman Sr. and Brian Gannon
Seated John Sowinski, Don Thompson, Mike McKeating and Fr. Justin Steeg
Not Pictured Terry McCann, Charlie Noonan, Len Fusco (Lecturer Currently Vacant)
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Financial Secretary Message

Congratulations to Fr. Baker Council #2243 member; John Zak, who attained “Honorary Life”
membership status! John has been a member of the kofC for 46 continuous years. Congratulations to
members, Mark Morgan and Joseph Gombos II who also attained “Honorary Life” status! Mark has
been a member of the KofC for 48 years; Joseph for 37 years. And finally, congratulations to John
Travis, Sr.! John has attained “Honorary™ status and has been a Kof(C member for 41 continuous years!
Thanks to all of you for your loyalty to Fr. Baker Council #2243 and the Knights of Columbus for all
these years!

Fr. Baker Annual Council Member Family Picnic — Sundav, August 11

COur annual Council Family Picnic is scheduled for Sunday, August 11, 2024, from 1:00 — 5:00 PM
and will be held at Our Lady of Bistrica Catholic Church Pavilion at 1619 Abbott Road in Lackawanna.
Weidner BBQ Catering will be providing the food which includes BB() chicken + ribs, with buttered
spuds, BBQ beans, macaroni and chef salads, coleslaw, roll with butter and deserts. Beer, wine soda pop
and water are included. Dennis George “Quiz Master” will be back, as well as the 50/50 drawing and the
ever popular “Lottery Hat™ raffle.

The cost for members and their guests is only $25. There is still time to make a reservation. Simply

contact Gene Mendrysa at (716) 634-8997. Reserve your seating now. If you would like to volunteer to
help out at our picnic contact Gene.

If paying by check, please make the check payable to: Fr. Baker Couneil #2243,

KofC Day of Caring Golf Tournament - Saturday, August 17

The Special Olympics Golf Tournament, sponsored by the WNY Conference of the KofC, will be held
at Rizzo’s at Rothland Golf Course in Akron on Saturday. August 17, 2024. Details, ad book and entry
form will be available on the Chapter website — htips://r716/us/'W/. The date will be here before you know
it and it’s very helpful to the committee for any advance arrangements. Mark your calendars and reserve
the date. Patron ads are online. Feel free to contact Bob LaBarbera labambal 528@email.com or 716-495-
2246 with your questions or concerns. Attached is the golf tournament application.

Trivia Contest — August 2024

Congratulations to our July Trivia contest winner, Don Thompson, who was the first to correctly
answer the question... What empire did Turkey belong to during WWII? The correct answer is the
Ottoman Empire. Don thanks for playing our Council Trivia contest and hope you enjoy yvour $10 gift
card from Tim Horton’s.

Question — Under the term of what Grand Knight was the Knights of Columbus Softball League
renamed the Jiggs Wright Memorial Softball League in honor of the years of dedication Jiggs put into his
Council’s athletic program. Remember to email your answer to Gene Mendrysa at

gene. mendrysajwlomail.com A reminder, those who won in the last 90 days are ineligible. Good Luck!

Senior Knights Social Club Summer Meetings

There will not be any meetings in July and August. The Seniors will be taking a well-deserved summer
vacation. The next meeting will take place on Thursday, September 5" at 1:30 PM at the (Glab Post.
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Fr. Baker Council Sweepstakes Raffle — Sundav, August 11

The Council’s annual “Summer Sweeps™ drawing will take place at our annual picnic on August 11 at
Our Lady of Bistrica parish pavilion. Eight cash prizes will be awarded (1% place prize - $2,500; 2% place
prize - $1,500; 3" place prize - $500; 4 to 8™ place prizes - $100 each). The seller(s) of each winning
ticket will receive an amount equal to 10% of the winning ticket amount! Tickets are $20 each and are
now available to buy and sell by contacting John Radwan at (716-597-8893). Tickets will also be
available at our Council’s annual summer picnic. The proceeds will support our Charitable Faith-in-
Action Programs.

Father Baker K of C #2243
Summer Sweepstakes Raffie
1st Prize - $2,500.00 * 2nd - Prize $1500.00
3rd Prize - $500.00 * 4th-8th Prize - $100.00

August 11, 2024
10% INCENTIVE TO SELLER FOR 8 PRIZES

(IRS Regulations Apply)
Donation $20.00

Fr. Baker Council #2243 Thanks You for Your Support

WNY Chapter Report Summarv

The Chapter discussed an idea to revise the days and hours the Chapter would meet in the near future.
The change being discussed includes the Chapter meetings being held on a Saturday with doors opening a
8:30 am, a continental breakfast, a meeting start time of 9:00 am and finishing no later than 11:00 am.
This would leave the remainder of Saturday available for the members personal agenda. This will be
reviewed with a possibility of being voted on at the next Chapter meeting in September. It is currently
anticipated that this revision would be implemented starting in October of 2024. The Chapter president

C&B Books - Raffle tickets (4/per book) for the Charitable & Benevolent raffle sponsored by the NY
State Council of the KofC are available for purchase or to sell, by calling Gene Mendrysa (716) 634-8997.
Cost of each book of tickets is $12. Top prize is $25,0000, second place is $10,000, third place is $5,000
followed by 10 prizes of $1,000 each! The final drawing will take place on December 7, 2024. Also, ticket
stubs should be turned into (Gene by September 18 to be eligible for the “Early Bird” drawing to take place
on September 28, 2024,

Color Corps of the 4" Degree - The Color Corps of the 4% Degree meets every second Thursday of each
month from 6 PM to 7:30 PM at the Fr. Justin Council in Cheektowaga. All 4™ Degree members
interested in joining the Color Corps, are welcome to attend. Corps members should bring your beret,
sword, social baldric and white gloves. All Faithful Navigators and Color Corps Commanders should
attend and encourage other Brother Knights to attend as well.




Page 6 of' 7 Knights of Columbus — Fr. Baker Council #2243

August 2024 “Happy Birthday” Brothers

Best Birthday wishes to all Brother Knights who have birthdays in the month of August. Hope vou
enjoy your day and may “God Bless You Always™

Happy Birthday to: Donald J. Ball, Thomas M. Best, Rev. James B. Cunningham, Leonard J. Fusco,
William J. Hailand, Donald J. Knott, John J. Kowalezyk, Richard A. Krett, Michael D. Margerum, Robert
J. Meegan Jr., Charles A. Minich Ir., Wayne A. Peszko, Ronald M. Pulinski, Robert E. Roland Jr., Robert
J. Story, Donald H. Thompson, and Samuel J. Virgilio Jr..

Prav for the Deceased and the Sick

Deceased: KofC Honorary Life and Third-Degree Council member, Edward C. Cosgrove, passed away
on July 4" at the age of 89. Edward was a member of the Order for 60 years. Please remember Edward
and his family in vour prayers.

Also, Suzanne Wozmak, the mother of Council #2243 member, David Wozmak, passed away on July
254

Sick: Please pray for the following: Michael McKeating, Fred Bradley and Columbiettes” President Linda
Smolen.

Kof(C Coffee & Doughnuts After 10 AM Mass at OLV Basilica — Sundayv, Sept. 1

The next Coffee & Doughnuts, aka “Discipleship & Doughnuts™ will take place on Sunday, Sept 1.
after the 10 AM Mass at OLV Basilica in the Manan Room on the lower level. Come for Mass and stay
for coffee, juice and doughnuts afterwards. This event is sponsored by the generosity of the Fr. Baker
Council #2243 of the Knights of Columbus and hosted by the Columbiettes. We will be using this time to
inform parishioners about the Knights and particularly, Fr. Baker Council and the Columbiettes. This 15
also another opportunity to recruit new members. Brother Knights are encouraged to invite family,
friends and co-workers who may want to learn more on becoming a Knight, or a Columbiette. This social
event will be not be held during the summer months of June, July and August.

Announcement & Event Details

Wed. Aug. 14 ~ Regular Council Meeting - 7:00 PM

Our regular Council meeting will take place on Wednesday, August 14, 2024 at 7 PM sharp at our
COUNCIL OFFICE at 780 Ridge Road. All Council members are invited and encouraged to attend these
meetings. Our focus will be on our 2024/2025 Faith-in-Action Programs. Please consider getting involved
with the direction and future of your Council. Your input is important.

Wed. August 28— Columbiette’s Regular Meeting — 6:30 PM

The Columbrette’s meeting will be held on August 28, 2024 at 6:30 PM at the Matthew (Glab Post. This
meeting will focus on the programs and activities for the 2024/2025 fraternal year. A summary of the items
discussed will be included in our August Arma Dextra newsletter.

Fri. Aug. 30 - WNY Chapter/Conference Meeting

e SR b

The August Chapter meeting will be replaced by their annual picnic being held at the Madonna Council.
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Columbiettes Corner

An Update from Linda!

I'm home and it feels so great to be back. A Visiting Nurse therapist is coming to see me today,
(7/27/24). T'll also be getting in house therapy and Out Patient therapy after the in-house therapy ends.
Spent my whole morning yesterday, (7/26/24) trying to schedule doctor appointment follow ups from the
surgery and making arrangements for Neurosurgery Rehab at ECMC. Seems never ending but the worst
is behind me and the only way 1o look is up. A positive attitude is how [ have faced this whole situation
and that’s how I will be for the rest of the journey.

Looking forward to seeing our article in the next Arma Dextra. Kathleen is doing a great job as
Acting President. The Family Picnic is only two weeks away and | am going to try my best to be there.
Don’t want to miss it! Thanks again to all for your thoughts and prayers. I couldn’t have gotten this far
without them. Have an awesome day at Pennies to Ileaven! Linda

The Father Baker Columbiette’s were honored to share in the legacy of Father Nelson Baker!
We proudly were included in the §8th Annual “Father Baker Day™ Mass on July 28, 2024,
We walked in procession to our reserved seats & enjoyed Mass. Several Columbiettes staved afterwards
to volunteer at the Pennies to Heaven Carnival. Fach received a nice “Baker Bunch Volunteer™ t-shirt to
wear. We were assigned o the Kid’s Zone. How very proud we are to be part of the Baker Bunch and of
course Father Baker’s legacy as our Auxiliary is named after him!
Submitted by:
Linda Smolen President
Kathleen Rogers Vice Pres.

(1 to r) Pat Miscaritolo, Cathy Spina, Kathleen Rogers Kathleen Rogers & Sue Zulich
Marilyn Pinkowske. Peggy Canfield, Paula Maseio,
Joanne Zurek and Sue Zulich




