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The support of the pregnancy outreach center and the local food pantry are only just 2 parts of our council’s
mission. These and other Faith in Action programs are the result of the inspiration of our founder, Michael J.
Mec(Givney, and Fr. Baker Council charter member £1, the “Padre of the Poor”, Fr. Nelson Baker.

Financial Secretary Message

Council Dues

Currently sixteen (16) council members have still not paid their annual dues for 2024. They are
encouraged to do so ASAP before Supreme office suspends their membership.

March Lotterv Number Drawings

Thank you to all of our members and friends who purchased tickets for our council’s March lottery
Number drawings. Congratulation to all winners. Checks are currently in the process of being mailed
out. A complete list of winners will be available on Apnl 1%, as well as being published in the May
edition of the Arma Dextra. Thank you again for supporting vour council.

Kof(C Free Throw Basketball Competition Results

We are sorry to announce that Rowan Geary, 10-vear old girl, from OLV Elementary School who won
her competition against other 10-yeaar old girls at the “Regional™ Free Throw Contests held at the
Kenmore Council on February 24", was not able to compete at the “Upstate NY Conference™ competition
at Bishop Luddan High School in Syracuse on March 16%.

Doughnuts & Discipleship at OLV Basilica

The next “Meet and Greet” will take place on Sunday, May 5, after the 8 AM and 10 AM Masses at
LV Basilica in the Marian Room on the lower level. Come for Mass and stay for coffee, juice and
doughnuts afterwards. This event is sponsored by the gencrosity of the Fr. Baker Couneil #2243 of the
Knights of Columbus and hosted by the Columbiettes. We will be using this time to inform parishioners
about the Kmghts and particularly, Fr. Baker Council and the Columbiettes. This is also another
opportumty to recruit new members. Brother Knights are encouraged to invite family, friends and co-
workers who may want to learn more on becoming a Knight, or Columbiette.

Request for Pravers for Ill Members

Please keep mn your prayers for our current Council Trustee & PGK, and NYS Council Treasurer,
John Sowinski who is home and recovering from a recent illness. And likewise for Norm & Paulette
Mendrysa who are also at home recovering {rom illness.

Request for Platelets

This an urgent request to all Brother Knights (that are able to donate), to contact Roswell Park to
schedule an appointment to make a donation of platelets. The number to call is 716-845-8275. Let them
know that you want to make an appointment to donate platelets and want them to go to James Grubka,
who is a patient at Rosewell. Jim has been a dedicated Brother Knight serving as Grand Knight of
Christ the King Council in Fast Aurora. He also served as the NY State Vocations Chairman and has
spent many years promoting the RSVP Program and all seminanans in the Diocese of Buffalo.
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Congratulations to Council #2243 Members

Congratulations to Council #2243 member, Martin Boryszak who recently attained “Honorary Life”
status. Marty has been a member of the Knights of Columbus for 43 years!

Congratulations also to member, John K. Lillis who attained “Honorary Life” status. John has been a
member of the Knights of Columbus for 45 years!

Trivia Contest — April 2024

Congratulations to our March Trivia contest winner, Don Thompson who was the first to correctly
answer the question... Who was the only apostle to be present at the crucifixion of Jesus on Good Friday?
ITint... he was the youngest apostle, lived to an old age and was not martyred. The correct answer was

John. Don thanks for playing our Council Trivia contest and hope you enjoy your 310 gift card from Tim
Horton’s.

Question — Who was Moe Berg and what was he noted for? Remember, to email your answer to Gene
Mendrysa at gene.mendrysa@gmail.com Just a reminder, those who won in the last 90 days are
imeligible. Good Luck!

District Deputv’s Report & Council Elections

The District Deputy is urging all PGK’s to consider becoming the next District Deputy. Ed Hughes’ term
will end on June 30, 2024. Those interested in seeking the position of District Deputy should contact Ed
immediately. Ed can be reached at (716) 806-8321, or at coachedics2002(@yahoo.com

Qur council’s Nominating Committee is preparing to present their slate of elective officers for the
2024/2025 fraternal year, on May 8. This will be followed by our council elections scheduled for our regular
Monthly meeting on June 12% at 7:00 PM.

S.A.F.E. training is a must for Grand Knights, Program Directors, Family Directors, Life Director,
Faith Director and Community Directors. Community and Family Directors must go through a
backeround check. The people filling positions on form 185 and 365 must have this done within 30 days
after the form is received by Supreme and is posted. Otherwise, they will be removed from office and the
form will be void. The Financial Secretary will then have to submit a new form. Once completed your
training will be good for 3 years.

April 2024 “Happy Birthday” Brothers

Best Birthday wishes to all Brother Knights who have birthdays in the month of April. Hope you
enjoy your day and may “God Bless You Always™!

Iappy Birthday to: Gerald Barbic, Gerald Devlin, Christopher Duncan, William Dunford Jr., James
Folan Jr., Michael Iwankow, Edward Kuwik, Peter Margerum, Michael McMahon, Robert McNiff, Albert
Monaco, Brian O’ Toole, Harry Plotycia, Leonard Quinn, John Radwan, Thomas Reid, David Rose, David
Sasiadek, Jason Shell, Rev. Justin Steeg, Albert Sunick, Raymond Szramka, Martin Tobin, Gary Toomey,
John Travis Sr., Louis Vertino Sr., Joseph Wenzel and Robert Wirth.



Page 4 of 6 Knights of Columbus - Fr. Baker Council #2243

Columbiettes Corner — Collaborative Partnership

The Knights of Columbus and the Columbiettes have established a partnership through collaboration
and a union to make something together. The Columbieties have teamed up with the Knights to recruit
new members. One of those ways is through the “Doughnuts and Discipleship™ Sundays.

Both groups work together to spread the word about their organizations and hope to recruit a new
member or two. The Knights provide the doughnuts and the Columbiettes make the coffee and act as
hostesses to meet and greet all who attend Doughnuts and Discipleship Sundays. This activity is held
every other Sunday after the 8 and 10 M Masses at the OL'V Basilica.

Our partnership allows parishioners to meet new people and to get to know the Knights and the

Columbiettes. We do hope to see some of you at our next Doughnuts and Discipleship scheduled for
Sunday on May 5.

- -

4

Doughnuts and Discipleship Sunday — March 3, 2024 in the Marian Room at OLV

(I-r) John Radwan KofC Financial Secretary, Kathleen Rogers Columbietees Vice
President, L.inda Smolen Columbiettes President, Gene Mendrysa KofC Advocate

Linden Smolen - President
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Announcement & Event Details

Thurs. April 4 — Sr. Knights Meeting — 1:30 PM

The Sr. Knights meeting will be held on April 4, 2024 at 1:30 PM at the Matthew Glab Post. All
Council #2243 Knights, age 55 and over, are eligible and encouraged to join the Sr. Knights Social Club.
This is a terrific club! Simply contact Otto Johnson at (716) 998-4433 to join.

Our regular Council meeting will take place at the Matthew Glab Post on Wednesday, April 10, 2024
at 7 PM sharp. All Council members, are invited and encouraged to attend these meetings. Qur focus will
be on the nominations of council officers for the June 12™ election and final review of our 2023/2024
fraternal year event planning and recruitment. Get involved with the direction and future of your Council.
Y our input is important as we move forward.

=

Sat. April 13 — KofC 4% Degree Exemplification Ceremony — 9:30 AV

The Kmghts of Columbus 4™ Degree exemplification will be held on April 13 at the Hamburg Council
#2220. The ceremony will start at 9:30 AM.

Tues. April 23 — KofC Cleroy Night Annual Dinner — Doors Open at 5:00 PM

e

The annual dinner supporting our area clergy will be held at the Hamburg Council on Tuesday, April
23. Doors open at 5:00 PM. Ilio DiPaolo Restaurant will cater the lasagna dinner. For reservations, or
more details, contact Mike Goergen at the Hamburg Council at (716) 649-2115

Wed. April 24 — Columbietie’s Regular Meeting — 6:30 PM

The Columbiette’s meeting will be held on April 24, 2024 at 6:30 PM at the Matthew Glab Post. A
summary of the items discussed will be included in our May Arma Dextra newsletter.

Fri. April 26 — WNY Chapter/Conference Meeting 6:30 PM

The next WNY Chapter meeting will be held at Fr. Justin Council starting at 6:30 PM.

Upcoming Events

Mon. June 17 - Bishop Burse Dinner

Th_c annua]"‘Bis]}op Burse™ dinner will be held at Ilio DiPaolo Restaurant on Monday, June 17, 2024.
More information will be included in the May edition of the Arma Dexira and our council website,
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Upcoming Events

Sun. August 11 — Fr. Baker Annual Council Member Family Pienic — 1:00 to 5:00 PM

Our Annual Council Family Picnie is scheduled for Sunday, August 11, 2024 from 1:00 — 5:00 PM
and will be held at Our Lady of Bistrica Catholic Church Pavilion at 1619 Abbott Road in Lackawanna.
Weidner BBQ Catering will be providing the food which includes BBQ chicken + ribs, with buttered
spuds, BBQ beans, macaroni and chef salads, coleslaw, roll with butter and deserts. Beer, wine soda pop
and water are included. Denmis George “Quiz Master” will be back, as well as the 50/50 drawing and the
ever popular “Lottery Hat™ raffle.

The cost for members and their guests is only $25. Simply mail the form below and payment to Gene
Mendrysa at 5029 Shimerville Road, Clarence, NY 14031, or contact Gene at (716) 634-8997 for
additional reservation and payment details. Reserve your seating early as this is a popular event.

If paying by check, please make the check payable to: Fr. Baker Council #2243,

Sun. August 11 — Fr. Baker Council Sweepstakes Raffle

Please watch the May edition of the Arma Dextra and our website for future details on our upcoming
sweepstakes raffle.

o Fr. Baker Council #2243
Knights of Columbus
YowreIrviled Council Members’ Family Picnic
T Sunday, Aug. 11,2024 1-5PM
£t Our Lady of Bistrica Croatian Catholic Church Pavilion
Our Pienic 88 1619 Abbott Road, Lackawarma, NY

MENU: % BB() chicken + ribs combo with buttered spuds, coleslaw, roll & butter, BBQ) beans, chef salad, macaroni salad and
desserts. Beer, wine, soda pop and water aleo included. DESSERTS WOULD BE APPRECIATED. PLEASE LET US
KNOW IF YOU CAN CONTRIBUTE!

NOTE: PAYMENT MUST BE RECEIVED BY AUG. 2
MONEY WILL NOT BE COLLECTED AT THE DOOR

Council Member Name {print) Phones $25.00

Guests (additional $25.00 each).  +
TOTAL
MAIL YOUR FORM & PAYMENT TO: Gene Mendrysa
5029 Shimerville Road
Clarence, NY 14031

Reservations or Questions? Contact Gene Mendrysa (716-634-8997)




