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Grand Knight’s Report

Worthy Brothers All:

As my term as Grand Knight ends, | am filled with profound
gratitude and offer my sincere thanks to everyone who has
helped make this a

remarkable year of service and spiritual growth.

Together, we have demonstrated that when faith is put into
action, lives are changed and our community is uplifted.
Whether it is a Fish Fry, a SHARE distribution, FUNDrive,
Café4life, Coats for Kids, a Little Sisters of the Poor collection
drive, Community Awards, a Men’s Retreat and numerous
parish activities, every success was made possible by
volunteers and the community who answered the call to serve
and support. You reflected Christ’s love through your actions.

| also thank St. Mary’s Parish, our clergy, staff, ministry leaders, and the many
volunteers from our community whose partnerships enabled us to accomplish so much.

To the families of our Knights, thank you for sharing your husbands, fathers,
grandfathers, and sons with the Council. Your sacrifices often go unseen but never
unappreciated. You are essential to the reason for our Order and our mission.

To my family, thank you for your patience, love, and support throughout our journey.
Your encouragement made my service possible.

Finally, to my brother Knights, thank you for allowing me the privilege of serving as your
Grand Knight. The friendships, faith, and shared purpose | have experienced will remain
among my greatest blessings. Let us move forward with hope, humility, and courage as
faithful stewards of our parish, our community, and one another.

May God bless you and your families abundantly.
Daalu! Thank you!

Vivat Jesus!
Chieloka Ifudu, GK
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Patuxent Council at the
Basilica

BASILICA of the NATIONAL SHRINE

of the [MMACULATE CONCEPTION

Patuxent Council joins many other councils in supporting liturgy at the Basilica.
Three Patuxent brothers serve as ushers
Stan Potter, PGK
Augustine Nwabueze, PGK
Patrick Onyekweli, PGK

In addition, Lady Yetunde Onyekweli is a Minister at the Basilica.

If you are interested in serving, talk to one of the above-named Brother Knights or
see the State Council web page at
https://kofc-md.org/shrine-usher-ministry/.

. Brothers have photographed two statues of
Blessed Michael McGiveney at the Bascilica

By Steve Hubbard, PGK By Augustine Nwabueze, PGK
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In June, we donated $1,000 to support Clara Halligan as she
works to transform the Wilson Room on the top level of the
Keesler Center.

Steve Hubbard, Trustee, PGK,
makes the presentation

Dear Knights of Columbus,

My name is Clara Halligan, and | am a member of American Heritage Girls (AHG)
Troop MD1208, chartered here at St. Mary of the Mills Church. AHG is a faith-based
character development organization dedicated to building women of integrity through
service, leadership, and faith.

| am currently working toward AHG’s highest award, the Stars & Stripes Award, which
recognizes girls who demonstrate exceptional leadership and service through a
meaningful, lasting community project. For my project, | will be transforming the
Wilson Room of the Keesler Center into a prayer and meeting room that is Rosary-
focused. The community can then use this space for parish groups, reflection, and
spiritual support for church members and the surrounding community.

This project will take a lot of support and assistance! First, could you please pray for
me as | work through this project? Next, if you are able, could you consider supporting
me with a donation to help purchase the supplies that will be needed? And please
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share my letter with the members of your group if anyone would
like to make an individual donation.

g Al donations will be used directly for this project, including paint,
e flooring, bookcases, window coverings, and décor. It is
important to note that this project is outside the scope of the
Church’s current Capital Campaign, so | will need to raise the funds for this project
apart from that.

The Wilson Room is named for Monsignor Mike Wilson. He is the priest who married
my parents and baptized me, so | feel a connection to the space. My Church has
done so much for me that | want to help them back and make this a more useful
space! If you have questions, you can email me at cthalligan1@gamail.com or text me
at 443-280-7382.

Thank you for your support as | work to earn my Stars & Stripes Award!

Clara Halligan
MD1208
Stars & Stripes Candidate

P Pallottines Sisters %

of the Catholic lpostolates

-

Pallottine Sisters and Patuxent Czuncil
Multilingual Rosary

On Saturday, July 18 at 4:00 p.m., our Pallottine
Sisters and Patuxent Council will co-host a
multilingual Rosary in the convent chapel in honor
of Our Lady of Fatima. In addition to English,
| some of the prayers will be said in French, Polish,

or Spanish. All are welcome to participate!
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Patuxent Council -
Will Host Another -
INOVA Blood Drive ! |

Saturday, August 22, 2026

9a.m.-2p.m.

St. Mary's of the Mills School

106 St. Mary's Place, Laurel, MD

The Inova Blood Donor Services Bloodmobile
will be in the parking lot.

Contact
Augustine Nwabueze
Augustine.Nwabueze11@gmail.com

Donors will receive a special lifesaver T-shirt. *

Photo 1D required. Alow one hour for your donation. “While supplies last.
Must eomplete screening process to recelve giveaway.

Book your appointment today!

Visit https://bit.ly/KOC0822
Call 1.866.256.6372, use code 8908

InovaBlood.org

Watch for the

W SighUpGenius

W

Augustine Nwabueze, PGK
Family Programs Director
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Catholic Charities

ARCHDIOCESE OF WASHINGTON

MEALTHER FAMLINS ¢+ STRONORE COMMIMNTY

Patuxent Council Celebrates 30th Anniversary as
SHARE Host Site; Distributes 3,600 Pounds of Food

On Saturday, June 27th, Brother Knights, family, and friends of Patuxent Council gathered at the
Keesler Center for the Council's June SHARE Food Distribution. An estimated 3,624 pounds of
food was distributed, bringing the Fraternal Year 2025-2026 total to 43,933 pounds worth at least
$69,952.

The June Distribution also marked Patuxent's 30th Anniversary as a SHARE Host Site. In the
summer of 1996, Patuxent's first ever SHARE Distribution consisted of 7 Value Packs weighing a
total of about 140 pounds. This distribution included 138 Value Packs weighing an average of 23

pounds each plus 45 specialty items. Volunteers celebrated the occasion with cupcakes donated by
the members of the Charity Corporation Board.

This month's Value Packs featured chicken drumsticks and chicken thighs, along with ground beef,
fish, rice, and eight different types of fresh produce, including apples, oranges, nectarines,
tomatoes, lettuce, carrots, cucumbers, and cabbage.

July SHARE will be held Saturday, July 25th. The Warehouse team will depart from the Keesler
Center at 7:30 a.m. All other volunteers arrive at 8:45 a.m.

Through June 2026, our estimated lifetime distributions total 993,947 pounds. We continue on track
to hit 1 million pounds at our August 22nd SHARE Distribution.

Countdown to 1 Million Pounds of Food Distributed

We are tracking to hit 1 million pounds at our Saturday, August 22nd, distribution. Mark your
calendars now to join us to volunteer for this distribution and celebrate this major milestone.

Jimmy Williams, GK Elect, FDD, PGK, PFN
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LITTLE SISTERS OF THE POOR
Jeanne Jugan Residence
4200 Harewood Road NE, Washington, DC 20017-151
Main: 202-269-1831  Fax 202-269-1134
www littlesistersofthepoorwashingtondc.org

June 15, 2026

Mr. Steve Hubbard

Patuxent Council Knights of Columbus #2203
PO Box 95

Laurel, MD 20725-0095

Dear Mr. Hubbard,

Thank you for your gift of $100.00, given through that we received on May 26, 2026 to aid us in
our apostolate among the needy aged. We see in this donation the goodness of God’s Providence.

We Little Sisters have no regular source of income and rely on Divine Providence for all the needs
of our Home. This means that the Little Sisters depend on grants, church collections, and direct
mail, to make up the 48% funding gap between revenue and expenses. Again, it is because of gifts
like yours that we can bring our Residents hope, security, and loving care in an atmosphere of
compassion and dignity.

We strive to provide this unique service to the elderly poor of the Washington, D.C. area and it is
our desire to continue this service after the example of our Foundress, Jeanne Jugan, who reminds
us to “never forget that the poor are Our Lord.”

Saint Jeanne Jugan had deep faith toward the benefactors who did and would support our Homes.
She would say, “What gratitude we owe them! What could we do without them for our dear old
people? Let us pray very hard for their intentions.”

Again, we very much appreciate your support of our mission. Please be assured that we remember
you and your loved ones in our daily prayers, and in the Mass offered in our Chapel each month
for the intentions of our friends and benefactors.

In sincerest gratitude,

A Georme Uiranigut, L a.p
Sister Jeanne Véronique, Ls.p.
Development Office

Little Sisters of the Poor

The Patuxent Council #2203 LSOP
Regional Collection center accepts
donations of non-perishable food,
beverages, hygiene supplies, and office
supplies on the 3rd Saturday of every
month.

In May, the Council donated $100 with
our monthly delivery to the Sisters.

Please support the Sisters at:

https://littlesistersofthepoorwashingtondc.org/

Patrick Onyekweli, PGK, Trustee
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Our Assistant Chaplain and Brother Jim was ordained to the
permanent diaconate on June 24, 2017.

¢ At St. Mary of the Mills, Deacon Jim is deeply involved in adult faith formation, the
Order of Christian Initiation of Adults (formerly RCIA), scripture studies, and youth
ministry. He is a frequent speaker for regional faith programs, such as the TASTE
Program, where he regularly teaches on scripture, Catholic tradition, and the virtues.

« Journey to the Diaconate: Raised with exposure to multiple religious traditions and
deeply rooted in the sciences during his college years, he describes once being a
"religious cynic" who searched for truth through a rationalist lens. His journey
eventually led him to a deep engagement with the Catholic faith and his subsequent
call to holy orders.

Jim’s journey calls to mind the aphorism sometimes attributed to Werner Heisenberg,
“The first gulp from the glass of natural sciences will turn you into an atheist, but at
the bottom of the glass, God 1s waiting for you.”

e Jim and Anita will celebrate their 43¢ wedding anniversary on July 16. They have two
adult sons.

Knight of the Month for May

Martin “Buzz” Dombrowski

He is our newest Brother. During this year, Buzz has been one of our most active Knights, serving
regularly for many months before he was finally exemplified May 26. We saw him working away at
Lenten Fish Fries and other events long before his exemplification.

Family of the Month for May

Deacon Jim and Anita Munno

Deacon Jim is one of our Council Assistant Chaplains, regularly attending our monthly membership
meetings, bringing greetings and direction from the pastor, and is active in OCIA. This month, he
celebrated his 9th anniversary as a deacon.

Anita is a sacristan and EMOHC, and is active in the Ladies of Charity
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I aggic Dressman Updat<| N

Hi everyone!

| am sending this from our beautiful new In April 2025 the council donated $500 to
camp in Missouri, Camp Cana! | have been ;:I‘: miizsg‘r’:s:‘:r:::"g:i?:rrilz'x"f'l‘]ﬁr

here for about 6 weeks now- the time has ené’:’ged ith hor miscion. She bggan o
really flown by! We spent the first 2 weeks Georgia and most recently reported from
prepping camp for the campers, from Missouri.

building bunk beds, to building an obstacle
course from scratch, to painting the dining hall and making this place a home! |
wanted to send you all the video from our second week of campers- | highly
recommend giving it a watch! It is only about 5 minutes and really highlights

everything we do here at camp, which wouldn't be possible without your support!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8kYH7kwJyyqg

In addition to my normal camp duties, | was able to give the talk for the women's
session for the campers! | got to speak to them about the truth of their identity as a
daughter of God. After | gave the talk, one of the girls came up to me and said it was
exactly what she needed to hear! | am so grateful to be able to be a vessel of God's
love for these teens.

Please pray for me as | begin preparations for our second session of summer
missionaries to arrive! | will be leading them along with my friend Gabe. | cannot wait
to meet them in 2 weeks!

As always, let me know how | can be praying for you! | am offering you up daily and
would love to pray for you specifically!

In Christ,
Maggie
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,' Laurel (\ :
% Multiservice ELIZABETH
_ﬁi Cep’rer Neighbors Helping Neighbors

Coming July 29

LAUREL MULTISERVICE CENTER (LMSC)
and
ELIZABETH HOUSE (EH)

When there are 5 Wednesdays in the month, Patuxent Council 2203 volunteers support the Elizabeth
House with food preparation for distribution later that night to those in need at two locations

The next opportunity for fellow Knights to support the Elizabeth House is July 29, 2026, from 4 PM
to 6 PM.

If you can help, please register via

w S1gnUpGenius

—

https://www.signupgenius.com/qo/60BOE4EASAE2BABFA7-64367548-¢elizabeth#/

For those volunteering to work at the Laurel Multiservice Center (LMSC): Located at 204 Fort
Meade Road Laurel, MD 20707 (Next to the Home Depot) please fill out this
volunteer application prior to the volunteer date and time.

Ted Gambogi, FISH Lead
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St. Mary of the Mills
Raises the Roof

New roof going on during last week of June
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