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To: Norm Medeiros <norm.medeiros@gmail.com>

Dear Brother Knights,

I hope and pray this email finds you and your family well. Hopefully you have spent
some quality time with your family this week and now preparing for 2025. This week
we keep in mind the Feast of the Holy Family and the Solemnity of Mary. We
embrace how fortunate we are to have our family members and our relationship with
Mother Mary. We wish all of you a happy and healthy New Year's.

Please see under Life Director section a new Fertility Nonprofit business looking for
donations. This medical group has been vetted by our Diocese and believe after
speaking with her that her teaching and training of the Billings Ovulation Method is in
line with the USCCB teachings of the method. Please review her message to the
Delaware State Council and consider donating.

Catholic Charities are requesting nonperishable food items to stock up their
emergency food pantry in Wilmington. If your Council can assist, please reach



out to Lisa at Catholic Charities. If you need more information, you can
contact Felix Spitelle as well. Attached list below.

As we approach the halfway point of our Columbian year you should set up a
Fraternal Benefit Event with your field agent. It is much easier to set up one in each
half of the year then trying to put together 2 during the last quarter. A reminder your
delegates for the midyear meeting and state convention need to be sent to our State
Secretary Mike Panfile.

A special Malvern retreat for men being sponsored by the Holy Spirit Group is
opening up this retreat for ALL members. See attachment below for details.

There is a lot of new information regards to the 4th Degree Exemplification and the
VA hospital and several outreach opportunities for you to participate in. Please see
the Fourth-Degree section below for more information

Please keep most Senior Past State Deputy Jack Raughley, Dr. Herb Casalena and
Deacon Sherman Mitchel in your prayers.

Please continue to promote and support your Councils and pray for their success.
Please know you and your families will be in our prayers.

Fraternally,

Rich DeZao,
Delaware State Deputy

CATHOLIC CHARITIES - STOCK THE PANTRY.docx

chaplains night reservation form for 2025 (1).doc

Holy Spirit Group Retreat.docx
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MEMBERSHIP GROWTH- IPSD Rick Johnson, Membership Director

I hope this message finds you and your family in great spirits. As we ring in the New
Year, I wish you a happy, healthy, and blessed 2025! I look forward to seeing your
council representatives next Saturday, January 4, at the Mid-Year Meeting.

As we approach the midway point of the fraternal year, I encourage each council to
reflect on their progress toward achieving Star Council status—a hallmark of
dedication, balance, and enduring impact. To help you assess your progress and
develop a strategy, consider the following checklist:

Checklist for Star Council Strategy

1. Founder's Award – Insurance Promotion:
Are your members aware of the insurance programs offered?
Have you coordinated events to promote these opportunities to protect
families?
Are you engaging with your Field Agent regularly to ensure alignment?

2. Columbian Award – Faith in Action Programs:
Are you meeting the requirements for Faith, Family, Community, and Life
programs?
Have you planned initiatives that reflect each pillar of the Faith in Action
model?
Are your programs engaging and impactful for your council and
community?

3. Membership Growth:
Are you on track to meet your membership recruitment goal?
Do you have a plan to retain existing members and reengage inactive
ones?
Are you leveraging tools like the Online Membership platform to expand
outreach?

4. Leadership and Administration:
Are you communicating regularly with your officers and members to
ensure alignment?
Is your council’s Form 1728 (Fraternal Activity Report) submitted or in
progress?
Do you have a clear vision for the second half of the fraternal year?
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I encourage you to use this checklist to refine your strategy and come prepared to
share it with me at the meeting. Together, we can strengthen our councils, uphold
our values of charity, unity, and fraternity, and make a lasting impact on our
communities.
Thank you for your commitment and leadership. Wishing you and your family all the
best for the year ahead.

rickjohnson3182@gmail.com

FAITH IN ACTION - SW Tony Malafronti, Program Director

Brothers all,

Here are the messages submitted by our Faith in Action Directors highlighting our
program

Vivat Jesus!
Tony Malafronti
State Warden
State Program Director

tonymalafronti@yahoo.com 

Faith Director - Bill Buxton
buxtonlw@netscape.net

Merry Christmas “Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace to those on whom
his favor rests.” (Lk 1:14) Don’t be part of the secular herd. Society denies the
historicity of Jesus, trying to reduce Him to mythology. Per the worldly pundits, no
longer is Jesus a ‘nice guy’; he is now just another myth, like Santa Claus. No, no,
no! “But to those who did accept him he gave power to become children of God, to
those who believe his name, who were born not by natural generation nor by human
choice nor by a man’s decision but of God. And the Word became flesh and made
his dwelling among us, and we saw his glory, the glory as of the Father’s only Son,
full of grace and truth.” (Jn 1:12-14) 

The Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God (1-Jan) From antiquity, our
Blessed Mother has been called the mother of God. In 431 AD, the Council of
Ephesus formally proclaimed Mary as Theotokos (the God-bearer), a title
emphasizing that Jesus is both fully Divine and fully human. And Mary kept all these
things, reflecting on them in her heart.(Lk 2:19) 

Eucharistic Adoration – Jesus has come, Body and Blood, Soul and Divinity, under
the appearance of bread and wine in the Eucharist. You can adore His presence in
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the tabernacle, or, at one of the dozens of churches throughout the Diocese that
offer regularly scheduled Eucharistic Adoration. See the file: CDOW Eucharistic
Adoration alpha (Nov2024).pdf 

Annual Chaplains & Friars Recognition Night (24-Feb-2025) – This is one of the
few opportunities for our priests to see each other ‘in fraternity’ rather than ‘on duty’.
You should personally invite your chaplain or friar, and organize your council or
assembly table. These holiday times are busy so get started now. RSVPs to Joe
Salvato (j3d1s5@gmail.com). Mark your calendar for Monday evening. 

Devoted to the Heart of Jesus – The Knights of Columbus are launching a new
Pilgrim Icon Program centered on the devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus. The
prayer program coincides with the 350th anniversary of St. Margaret Mary
Alacoque’s visions of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. This new icon is also reflective of
Pope Francis’ encyclical dedicated to the Sacred Heart, Dilexit Nos (He Loved Us).
Our Delaware jurisdiction should receive more information soon and we will provide
a council schedule early in 2025. 

The Father Michael J McGivney Guild – Our Founder, Blessed Michael McGivney,
receives our intercessions whenever we ask for his assistance. Read PSD Gerry
Safranski’s message about the Guild in the file Father McGivney Guild 2024-25 Or
visit: https://www.fathermcgivney.org/en/index.html Anyone can directly sign up at:
https://www.fathermcgivney.org/en/ssl-join-the-guild.html There is no cost. 

Prayer for Ukraine – Prayer to Our Lady of Pokrov, Holy Protection of the

Theotokos (c. 7th century): 

   ‘O Mary, Mother of God, as you are above all creatures in heaven and on earth,
more glorious than the Cherubim, more noble than any here below, Christ has given
you to His people, firm bulwark and protectress, to shield and save sinners who fly to
you. Therefore, O Lady, all-embracing refuge, we solemnly recall your sweet
protection and beg the Christ forever for His mercy. Amen.’

Thank you for your continuing prayers & support for the people of Ukraine. 

       (Bill Buxton, state Faith director, buxtonlw@netscape.net or 302 605-2237) 

COR flocknote (22apr2024).doc
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Icon Prayer Schedule 04072024.pdf

CDOW eucharistic adoration alpha (Nov 2024).pdf

Community Director - Bryan Harris
bryanharris1995@gmail.com

December 30 Report.pdf

Family Director - Robert Wohlar
robert.wolhar@comcast.net 

FAMILY - 12-30-2024.pdf

Introducing SafeVisitor 2024.docx

Dinner Guidelines- 2022.pdf

Life Director Felix Spitelle
fspitelle@yahoo.com
A Message from the Delaware Prostate Cancer Coalition:

The National Alliance of State Prostate Cancer Coalitions supports the early
detection of prostate cancer by recommending that, beginning at age 40, all men
obtain a baseline PSA; and obtain a PSA and DRE on a regular basis as determined
by your physician. For high-risk patients; including African-American men and those
with a family history of prostate cancer, screening at an earlier age should be
discussed with your physician. For more information, visit
deprostatecancercoalition.org.

Thanks,
Bob Krebs

Worthy GKs and My Brothers All, a new abortion facility, ALL-GYN Clinic, has
opened at 2701 Kirkwood Highway. It is located in a brick building which shares
space with Lab Corp and PIVOT Physical Therapy, just before the entrance ramp to
Route 141. If you have not driven by it already, there is a large sign that
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you cannot miss!
 
According to information provided by Moira Sheridan from Delaware Right To Life,
this facility is owned by Leroy Brinkley, who owned Atlantic Women's Medical
Services on Baynard Boulevard where the convicted abortionist Kermit Gosnell
operated before being sent to prison. ALL-GYN is open six days a week and focuses
on abortion up to twenty weeks.

Since medically assisted suicide was first legalized in Canada in 2016, it has
become the sixth leading cause of death in Canada as of 2022. At first, it was
restricted to people suffering from serious illnesses or disabilities and whose natural
deaths were “reasonably foreseeable.” But in 2021, Canada lifted the requirement of
a “reasonably foreseeable” death
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(Dover Council holds an Exemplification the Second Monday of each month)

January 4th - Midyear Meeting 9AM, St. Joseph's Parish Hall Middletown, DE
February 2nd - Polar Bear Plunge, 1PM In front of Sands Hotel Rehoboth Beach
February 13th - State Information Meeting - Bishop Becker. Dinner at 6:30. Meeting
begins at 7:30 PM. Msgr Crowley Hall, 521 Harmony St. New Castle, DE.
February 24th - Chaplain and Friars appreciation dinner, 6PM Executive center
Newark DE.

VAVS Committee FY25 Q1 Agenda.docx

VA assistance needed.docx

Assembly VA Bingo Second Saturday dates @1:30 PM:
December 14     Bishop Mardaga
January 11          Archbishop Fitzmaurice
February 8          Cardinal Gibbons
March 8               Bishop Mardaga
April 12                Archbishop Fitzmaurice
May 10                 Cardinal Gibbons
June 14                Bishop Mardaga
July 12                  Archbishop Fitzmaurice
August 9              Cardinal Gibbons
September 13    Bishop Mardaga
October 11          Archbishop Fitzmaurice
November 8       Cardinal Gibbons
December 13     Bishop Mardaga

The following note has also been forwarded to me, which may well affect Bishop
Mardaga’s upcoming Dec. 14 Bingo:

Re: CLC REMAINS RESTRICTED Until Further Notice
Please be advised that, the Community Living Center (CLC) has been restricted due
to a viral outbreak. The viral outbreak consists of gastroenteritis and respiratory and
symptoms. NOROVIRUS. NOROVIRUS is Highly Contagious viral infection with
symptoms that include vomiting, diarrhea, fever, cough, and shortness of breath.
 Multiple CLC Residents are affected. 

As a result, Volunteers & Groups are not permitted to: enter the CLC,
anywhere near the CLC; transport or otherwise interface with CLC Residents.
(Under No Circumstance.)
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Sent by Richard Johnson

  my info  •  unsubscribe

Additionally, changes implemented to include:  group trips/outings, group activities,
social activities, and communal dining being put on hold and/or cancelled at this
time.  Only essential staff that need access to the Community Living Center for direct
patient care are permitted to enter the CLC.  The essential staff with authorized
access must adhere to strict protocols which include:  washing their hands with
SOAP and WATER before entering and after exiting the CLC (and not hand
sanitizer); donning/wearing a face mask at all times.  (Hand Sanitizer is not effective
with combating the virus, hence the need to SOAP and WATER.)  Environmental
Management Service (EMS), Facilities, and Infection Control are working to maintain
the cleanliness of the CLC with infection control protocols and procedures. 

The Community Living Center will remain off-limits for ALL Volunteers & Groups until
further notice.  Please keep safe

FNs, thank you for your Assembly’s ongoing commitment to support Second
Saturday Bingo at the VA CLC once per quarter.
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