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Homily Flashback

Excerpt from the best of Fr. Rodel’s homilies
February 4, 2018 5th Sunday in Ordinary Time B
. There’s a French proverb that says, “Life is an onion and one peels it
ﬁ_ crying.” I think there’s a certain truth to that in the sense that crying or
- shedding tears is very much a part of our life. People are born crying —
1 . I mean, the very first act that a baby does is to cry as soon as he or she
| is born. If we are going to be totally honest with ourselves, all of us
have something to complain or cry about in our lives. Life here on
earth is full of challenges and I think that is the reason why some peo-
ple call this world a “valley of tears.”

In our first reading, Job attests to this reality. Stricken with misfortune and cov-
ered all over with sores, Job was crying as he said, “Is not man’s life on earth a
drudgery?” In our Gospel, Jesus was greeted in Capernaum by people with all sorts
of health problems — including those who were suffering from demonic possessions.
They were all crying for help. And Jesus attended to all of them. He eased their pain
and sorrow. He comforted them, healed them and raised them up.

And this is where our hope and comfort come from — our God is always there to
take care of us. Our God never stopped easing our pain and suffering. His healings
and his miracles showed us that He truly cares. He has come to his people to bring
them relief and comfort. Jesus showed that in our Gospel today. All these amazing
things happened in the town of Capernaum. Capernaum comes from the Hebrew
words, “Kapar” which means village and “Nahum” which means com-

fort. KaparNahum means a village of comfort. It is for this reason that Jesus has
made Capernaum his base of operations, his ministry headquarters if you will, to
show and manifest to all people that he came to save us, to bring us peace and com-
fort.

In our every day life however, we always have a tendency to think that God has
abandoned us when we undergo suffering and great challenges in our lives. We feel
that He is not there for us; that He has forgotten us. We become frustrated, ques-
tioning and even angry at Him. This is somehow what happened to Job at first.
Just as his experience and story show us: he suffered tremendously and was on the
verge of hopelessness and despair when God came to His rescue. He cried, he com-
plained, but never lost hope. God listened to his prayer. God has always been with
Him all along. He suffered with Him. He cried with Him and in the end, He healed
and blessed him. And so in our own experience of challenges and suffering, we are
reminded that we are not on our own, that we are never abandoned. God is always
there for us.

And so today, we pray together as one community and as individuals,
offering him all our joys and sorrows, all our blessings and challenges,
knowing that God is always there for us no matter what to love us and
bring us comfort. So to Him we all say, Amen! (Which means I believe!).

Patriotism

MAY 1S THE MONTH OF
MARY

Reminder
5/7—Pancake Breakfast

5/9—7:00—Council Meeting
Parish Center

5/29—Memorial Day

They all joined together constantly
in prayer, along with the women
and Mary the mother of Jesus, and
with his brothers. Acts 1:14
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Inclusive Catholic Education of Oregon

Our brother Blair Loftis and his wife
Jeanne founded Inclusive Catholic Ed-
ucation of Oregon. Their experience
with the education of their son, brother
Joey Loftis, who experiences Downs Portland's leadership and support of
Syndrome, uncovered an opportunity  diverse learners and the role of parent-
where many Catholic schools lacked the founded foundations, like Inclusive
resources to teach students like Joey. Catholic Education of Oregon, Inc.
Blair and Jeanne saw the opportunity ~ (Oregon ICE), to support its local com-
to establish the foundation with the munity.

focus of promoting inclusive education
in Catholic schools so other students
like Joey could benefit from a Catholic
education. Below is a note and oppor-

learning differences. This fundraising riches their lives, schools, and the
luncheon will provide you an opportuni- broader community.
ty to mingle with friends and family as

you learn more about the Archdiocese of Attend the luncheon to learn about

the Archdiocese of Portland's suc-
cesses and challenges with welcom-
ing students with Down syndrome
and other learning differences. Hear
from Learning Specialist Liz Richard
to learn about the services she pro-
vides to students at Holy Family.
Learn from Oregon ICE Founders
Jeanne & Blair Loftis as to the spe-
cific needs of our local community

Founded in 2015, Oregon ICE's mission
is to support the inclusion of students
with developmental and/or intellectual

tunity from brother Blair.

Join a movement sweeping across the
nation -- building resources in faith-

based schools to support students expe-

riencing Down syndrome and other

disabilities in Oregon. Since its incep-

tion, Oregon ICE has sponsored learn-

ing seminars for teachers, supported
aides for students, and provided re-
sources to parishioners. Inclusion of
students with learning differences en-

and hear about their two meetings
with Pope Francis. Finally, watch a
short film illustrating the im-
portance of inclusion to parish fami-
lies.

For more information about the Fund-
raiser Luncheon, you can go to https://
www.eventbrite.com/e/586180831647 or
use the QR code on the right.

For more information about Oregon ICE
you can go to https://www.oregonice.org/
or use the blue QR code on the right.

Memorial Day

I thank my God every time I remember you.
originated in the years following the Civil Philippians 1:3
| War and became an official federal holiday

& in 1971. Many Americans observe Memori-

al Day by visiting cemeteries or memorials,
holding family gatherings and participating
in parades. (www.history.com)

’4 Originally known as Decoration Day, it

Around the metropolitan area, you can find many events to com-
memorate our fallen heroes.

Willamette National Cemetery, Portland 10:00 am
Mountain View Cemetery, Oregon City 10:00 am
Forest Gresham Heroes Memorial, Gresham 11:00 am
Lawn Cemetery , Gresham 9:00 am

Lake at the Commons, Tualatin 10:15 am

Veterans Memorial Park , Beaverton 11:00 am
Foothills Park, Lake Oswego 11:00 am

Veterans Memorial Park , North Plains 11:00 am

Welcome to our new Brother Knights Philip
Gander who entered the church this last Easter
Vigil and Ronny Saenz who is the new Youth
Minister for Holy Family Parish.

Brothers, we look forward to serving and
growing in Christ with you.
For more information you can go to

. Vivat Jesus
memorialdayoregon.com
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out the Star-Spangled Banner at the Jefferson Memorial during a

visit to Washington, D.C.

They were in the nation's capitol to perform at the National Cherry

Blossom Festival Parade.

In the News

Excerpt from https://cbs12.com/

Seven mem-
bers of

the Hewitt-
Trussville
High School
Choir belted

national anthem.

performance.

You can enjoy their version by using the QR code
here and playing the video from a local CBS news

station in Mobile, AL.

Later that day, they decided to tour the Thomas Jefferson Memo-
rial when suddenly they stopped and were inspired to sing the

When you listen to their beautiful rendition, it starts with the loud
echoes of the crowd in the rotunda. Quickly, the crowd is si-
lenced and you hear the choir’s modest yet amazing

L

You, my brothers and sisters, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom to indulge the flesh; rather, serve one anoth-

er humbly in love. Galatians 5:13

As Catholic gentlemen, we focus our lives
on the life and teaching of Our Lord Jesus
Christ. We draw strength from the sacra-
ments and comfort in serving our fellow
children of God.

However, as we walk the path of our lives,
remaining focused on Christ may create a
spiritual tunnel vision that blinds us to
growing threats. We can become so focused
on a single issue that we miss the bigger
picture. This happened to the Israelites.
Many of the prophets warned God’s people
against following Moloch. We can see these
warnings in Leviticus 18:21, Leviticus 20:2-
5,1 Kings 11:7, 2 Kings 23:10, and Jeremi-
ah 32:35.

You can find the name using several differ-
ent spellings, including Molek and Molech,
and is defined by Catholic.org as “A divinity
worshiped by the idolatrous Israelites. The
chief feature of Moloch's worship among
the Jews seems to have been the sacrifice of

The Spirit of Moloch

children, and the usual expression for de-
scribing that sacrifice was ‘to pass through
the fire’, a rite carried out after the victims
had been put to death.”

John Milton describes him in his poem
“Paradise Lost” published in 1674 as:

horrid King besmear'd with blood

Of human sacrifice, and parents tears,
Though for the noyse of Drums and Tim-
brels loud

Thir childrens cries unheard, that past
through fire

To his grim Idol.

In the current spiritual battle, catholic-
stand.com draws the parallel between our
spiritual ancestors in Israel and the current
culture of abortion. Too often, the innocent
children, who have no voice in the din of
debate, are unintentionally sacrificed. We
must be wary of any form of sacrifice of our
children, whether abortion, pedophilia, sac-
rificing their social growth by social media,
intellectual development by reducing expec-

tations, sacrificing the development of
work ethic by vilifying labor, etc.

Our ancestors, the ancient Israelites,
thought they were doing the ‘right thing’
making sacrifices to Molek as today
many people of our world believe they
are firm in their belief of what is right.

Charlie Johnson writes in an article on
catholicstand.com that “to defeat Mo-
loch, we must become a people of pray-
er, we must fast, we must immolate our-
selves for the salvation of the world and
for the destruction of the corrupting
influence of false gods enthroned in the
hearts of man.”

There are many demons and tempters
named in the Bible. As Catholic gentle-
men, let us pray that we continue to
draw strength from the sacraments,
comfort in service, vigilant against the
seduction of the demons, and obedient
to the Will of God.

If anyone causes one of these little ones—those who believe in me—to stumble, it would be better for them to have a large millstone
hung around their neck and to be drowned in the depths of the sea. Matthew 18:6

St Joseph Retreat

On April 29th, our brothers in the Christ the King council #9257
hosted a retreat focused on St Joseph. The retreat opened with a
mass with the parishioners followed by Deacon Justin Echevarria
presenting a fascinating historical perspective of St. Joseph
“setting the table” for the discussion. He was followed by a video
St Joseph: Our Spiritual Father which can be found on

youtube. Following the movie, Msgr. John Cihak led a discussion
on the movie and how we can look to St Joseph as an example as
a man, a father, a husband, and a worker demonstrating his obe-
dience to God by his example. They also recommended “ Conse-
cration to St. Joseph: The Wonders of Our Spiritual Father” by Fr
Donald Calloway to learn more about Christs foster father.




98046 O ‘A9[[eA AddeHq

W] )91 109§ TS T0VET {@}
2

68891# SNqUIN0D JO SIYSIUY

Knightly News

Homily Flashback—Excerpt of one of Father Rodel’s homilies from 2018

Inclusive Catholic Education of Oregon —Support the mission of brother Blair Loftis’s
non profit

Memorial Day—Memorial day events from around the metropolitan area.
In the News—Something inspirational and patriotic you have missed

Moloch—A reminder to be vigilant against evil

He called a little child to him, and placed the child among them. And he said: “Truly I tell you, unless you change and
become like little children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. Therefore, whoever takes the lowly position
of this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. And whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes
me. Matthew 18:2-5

Scholarship Reminder

The Holy Family Knights' 3rd annual tuition scholar- middle school and that their faith remains strong and true as
ship application process will be underway soon. A $500 scholarship  they continue to become men and women in Christ’s service.
will be awarded each to a boy and girl 8th grade Holy Family stu-

dent or parishioner who will be attending an accredited Catholic For more Scholarship information, you can go to our council
high school next year. Applicants are required to write an essay website at https://uknight.org/CouncilSite/
about their involvement in events and activities with a focus on the index.asp?CNO=16889

importance of at least one of the four principles of the Knights of

Columbus: Charity, Unity, Fraternity (Sorority), or Patriotism. If you hav.e any question§, please contact our
Grand Knight Mike Dominguez.

Please pray for our students as they complete their final year of



