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Dear Brothers, 

 

Our long winter at last over (I think!), we continue to rejoice in the Easter 

festivals, praying that we may have the enthusiasm of the Apostles, who at 

Pentecost were filled with God’s Spirit to proclaim the Risen Christ everywhere. 

 

By long tradition, this month of May is a time for paying particular honour to 

Mary, Mother of God, Mother of the Church, and Patroness of the Knights of Columbus.  We renew our 

allegiance to her as our Queen, begging for her help in becoming pure, obedient, prayerful servants of her 

Son.  Mary’s strong patronage of the Knights of Columbus is an anchor we can depend on, as we go about 

our lives of prayer, service, and witness in the world.  And we, who belong to a Council dedicated to Our 

Lady of the Most Holy Rosary, can consider ourselves especially blessed by her protection.  I took 

particular note of that when participating in the recent beautiful Exemplification/Degree ceremony which 

brought new Members into our Council.  The emphasis on Our Lady and on the Rosary was heartening 

and comforting.  She is always with us. 

 

I came upon part of an Act of Consecration to Mary which was recommended to us in the midst of the 

horrors of the pandemic, and I find its moving plea to be just as appropriate for our current painful times 

of war, violence, and economic uncertainty: 

 

To all of us, dearest Mary, Mother of all the living, be present and show forth your tenderness, 

as we raise our eyes to you who shines forth before the entire community as a merciful and 

compassionate companion on our journey. 

Time and time again, with burdens weighing heavily on their hearts and in their many 

necessities, 

the Christian faithful have sought refuge under your mantle of protection. 

Come quickly to our aid at this time, Mother of Mercy, 

and deliver us from the dangers that surround us in our hour of need. 

 

In the first days of this month, we have:  

a) the opportunity of lending our moral support to Catholic Education Week (April 30th – May 

6th), promoting the important work of witnessing Christ in every way to our children and 

youth; 

A MESSAGE FROM OUR CHAPLAIN, 

MONSIGNOR MARTIN VALLELY 
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b) the privilege of thanking God for four new priests for our Diocese (Fathers Carlos Diaz, John 

Ha, Paul Niesiobedzki, and Jonathan Reitzel), who are being ordained at the Cathedral 

Basilica on Saturday, May 6th; 

c) the chance to join in the CWL-sponsored 12 Hours of Prayer for Palliative Care on 

Wednesday, May 10th, when the Blessed Sacrament will be exposed for adoration from the 

end of the 8:00 A.M. Mass through to 8:00 P.M. (donations for Carpenter Hospice especially 

appreciated); 

d) Mothers’ Day weekend on May 13th – 14th, making the Roses for Life available as a special 

ongoing Knights project to support Right-to-Life activities; 

e) the Crowning of our Lady’s statue at the 11:00 A.M. Mass on that same Mothers’ Day. 

 

Moreover, I am happy to inform you that we at Holy Rosary will be hosting the Pilgrim Statue of Our 

Lady of the Shrine of Cape-de-la-Madeleine (located in Trois-Rivieres, Quebec).  This statue of our 

“National Madonna” will be with us on Wednesday, June 7th for daytime veneration and a special evening 

program.  More details to come on this!  I will be counting on our Knights to assist with this project! 

 

This rich blooming of activities illustrates the strength of our Catholic community, our Easter witness to 

Christ’s powerful and enduring presence---with Mary guiding us every step of our way.  Take note that, 

each in its own way, the above activities (and many others, especially national, regional, and local Marches 

and Walks for Life during May and June) are a stand in support of the inviolable dignity of every human 

life.  The Knights will always stand strong for life, especially the defence of the most vulnerable.  I find 

myself picturing the embrace of Mary’s arms around all of us Knights, whether we are still vigorous and 

active in our works of the apostolate, or perhaps now enfeebled by age and weakness.  Even if all we could 

do is silent prayer in our sufferings, this too is pleasing to the heart of Mary, who herself suffered in silence 

at the foot of her Son’s cross.  She gathers all our efforts, great and small, and places them before Jesus 

as a tender offering of love. 

 

So, as we enter May, I want to pray that you will continue to experience her wonderful protection and 

help.  Knights are always quite rightly devoted to Mary, because her modelling of obedience, courage, 

and faithfulness necessarily inspires all of us to do better in being servants of truth, defenders of life, and 

promoters of faith.  

 

The celebrated Abbot Saint Bernard of Clairvaux preached and wrote much about Our Blessed Mother.  

Take heart from these words of Bernard:  “In dangers, in doubts, in difficulties, think of Mary, call upon 

Mary.  Let not her name depart from your lips, never suffer it to leave your heart……While she holds 

your hand, you cannot fail!” 

 

Marian Blessings, dear Brothers! 

 

Monsignor Martin Vallely 

Chaplain 

ORDINATION ANNIVERSARY 
 

Congratulations 
 

Monsignor Martin Vallely 

May 3 – 42 years 
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GRAND KNIGHT’S MESSAGE: 

 

Dear brothers, 

 

As we enter the month of May, a time of renewal and growth in nature, let us also renew our 

commitment to our Catholic faith and the principles of the Knights of Columbus.  May is a month of 

particular importance in the liturgical calendar, as we celebrate the Feast of the Ascension, the 

Solemnity of Pentecost, and the Feast of the Visitation. 

 

The Feast of the Ascension reminds us of Christ's ascent into heaven, where he sits at the right hand of 

the Father.  This is a time for us to reflect on our own spiritual journey and our own ascent towards 

union with God.  Let us remember the words of Jesus,  "Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 

them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit."  (Matthew 28:19)  May we 

continue to spread the Good News of the Gospel and be evangelizers in our communities. 

 

The Solemnity of Pentecost marks the descent of the Holy Spirit upon the Apostles, which empowered 

them to spread the Gospel and establish the Church.  Let us pray for the guidance of the Holy Spirit in 

our own lives, so that we may be empowered to serve our families, our Church, and our community.  

May we be open to the promptings of the Spirit and be willing to be instruments of God's will. 

 

Finally, the Feast of the Visitation is a celebration of Mary's visit to her cousin Elizabeth, where she 

proclaims the greatness of the Lord and the joy of her own salvation.  Let us follow Mary's example 

and share our own joy and love for God with those around us.  May we also reach out to those in need 

and offer our support and assistance, just as Mary did for Elizabeth. 

 

As we continue to live out our Catholic faith, I would like to remind you all of the upcoming elections 

for our executive council.  It is important that we have strong leadership in our council, and I encourage 

each of you to consider nominating a brother for a position.  This is an opportunity to serve our council 

and our community in a meaningful way, and I am confident that we have many capable and qualified 

brothers among us. 

 

In addition, I want to remind everyone of the importance of regular attendance at our council meetings 

and events.  This is a time for us to come together as brothers and support one another in our faith and 

our service.  Let us continue to build strong relationships and deepen our bond as Knights of Columbus. 

 

Finally, I would like to express my gratitude for each and every one of you. Your dedication to our 

Catholic faith and the principles of the Knights of Columbus is an inspiration to me and to our entire 

council.  May we continue to grow in our faith and in our service to others, and may God bless us all. 

 

Vivat Jesus! 

 

Fraternally, 

 

GK Mark 

CHANGE IN MEETING DATE 

DUE TO CONFLICTING EVENTS 

CHANGED TO 

MONDAY – MAY 1 – 7 PM 
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PRAYER NETWORK 
 

In charity, we pray for:  
 

Brothers 

 Fr. Mike Downey 

 Ken Browne 

 Richard Cupido 

 Jim Hession 

 Henry Rudachyk 

 Ted Zwolinski 
 

Evangeline Nelligan, and Shannon Wilken, wife 

and daughter of former Bro. Michael Nelligan 
 

Prayer for Healing 
 

Almighty and merciful Father, by the power of 

your command, drive away from me all forms of 

sickness and disease.  Restore strength to my 

body and joy to my spirit, so that in my renewed 

health, I may bless and serve you, now and 

forever more. 
 

To be included in the Prayer Network, contact 

Bro. Vic Lefebvre at 905-330-3545 or by e-mail 

at kofcholyrosary@outlook.com  

 
 

Family Fraternal Benefits 

from a Brother Knight 

WEDDING ANNIVERSARY 

CELEBRATION 
 

Congratulations: 

 

Bro. Mark and Bev Taylor 

May 10 – 37 years 

Bro. Daniel and Peggy Giroux 

May 16 – 42 years 

Bro. Marc and Susan Clare 

May 18 – 27 years 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
 

Rev. Mr. Stephane Zera – May 6 

Camille Johnson – May 9 

Ken Browne – May 22 

Melvin Ilagan – May 23 

Vic Lefebvre – May 28 

Aldrin D’Cunha – May 31 

Howard McNamara – May 31 

CALENDAR 

OF 

COUNCIL EVENTS 
 

May  1 –  Business Meeting – 7:00 pm 

EXECUTIVE NOMINATIONS 

May  2 – Serra Club Dinner 

May 10 – 12 Hours of Prayer for Palliative Care 

May 13 – 14 – Roses for Life Sunday 

May 22 – Victoria Day Weekend 

May 23 – Special Olympic Bottle Drive 

 

Jun  3 – Walk for Life 

Bro. Vic Lefebvre will be setting up 

our Council’s team and invite 

members to join. 

June 6 –  Business Meeting – 7:00 pm 

EXECUTIVE ELECTIONS 

June 7 – Pilgrim Statue of Our Lady of the 

Shrine of Cape-de-la-Madeleine 

mailto:kofcholyrosary@outlook.com
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A MESSAGE FROM OUR FINANCIAL ADVISER: 
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Our Council Chosen for K of C Video 
 

On Thursday April 6, our council was involved in a video 

production which took place at the Haber center.  The video was 

commissioned by Supreme to demonstrate the support the 

Knights of Columbus give to the Special Olympics movement. 

 

We have not been told yet what the post-production status of the 

video is, so we will await word from Supreme.  Thank you, 

Brothers Ken Browne, Ken Fleming, Jim Hession, Bob Judge, 

Tom O’Brien and Don Prescott for coming out to help show how 

much our council does for Special Olympics.  I would also like 

to thank Joe Mathews of Ontario State Council for being there 

and being part of the video. 

 

Council News 
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Upcoming Events in April 
 

Ontario State Convention April 28, 29 And 30 
 

To be reported on in our June Council News publication. 

 

May 10 – 12 Hours of Prayer for Palliative Care 
 

Wednesday, May 10, beginning after 8:00 AM Mass and continuing through to 8:00 PM, in the presence 

of the exposed Blessed Sacrament.  It is well documented that more effective, available palliative care 

significantly reduces the felt need to seek Medical Aid in Dying (MAiD). 

May 23 – First Bottle Drive of 2023 
 

We will need your assistance with this event starting at 3 pm. 

 

We are also looking for a brother Knight who could fill the “big” shoes of the late Aeneas Mac Isaac.  As 

you will remember, he had a big trailer that helped us with this project.  We currently rent a U-Haul truck 

to fill the void.  What we need is someone who has a truck to be able to pull a U-Haul trailer.  This would 

reduce our operation costs. 

 

June 3 – Walk for Life 
 

The annual 5 KM Walk for life will take place on June 3.  Get your walking 

shoes ready and come out to support this worthy cause.  Brother Vic will be 

asking for you to sponsor our Council’s team in a separate e-mail. 

 

June 4 – Parish Barbecue 
 

Details are being finalized for the return of this annual event.  Many hands will make this an enjoyable 

event. 

 

June 7 – Pilgrim State of Our Lady of the Shrine of Cape-de-la-Madeleine 

 
The statue of our “National Madonna” will be with us on Wednesday, June 7th for daytime veneration 

and a special evening program.  We will be privileged to assist with this project! 

 

MAY 13 – 14 – AFTER ALL MASSES 
 

We will be handing out a decorative “red rose” to all parishioners on their exit from church.  In return, 

we will accept their donations which will be donated to the Pro-Life movement. 
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We are grateful for the support of  

our 2022 Turkey Roll Sponsors 

Please patronize and recommend them 
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Brothers Help Out at Holy Rosary 
 

Brothers Andrew Kemnitz, Vic Lefebvre, and 

Howard McNamara help out the parish by regularly 

serving at Masses and funerals. Brothers Ken 

Fleming, Jim Hession, David Lord, Joe Milton, 

Sheldon McCormack and Howard McNamara have 

been helping in the Parish Centre with the Heritage 

Room and the kitchen.   

 

 

Special Olympics 
 

Our first bottle drive for 2023 will take place on 

May 23 immediately following Victoria Day 

weekend.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cobs Bakery  
 

The Cobs bread team continues despite some 

setbacks including locating organizations able to 

make use of the hundreds of pounds of fresh bread 

made available by our members each week.  Great 

work Brothers Jim Hession, Willie Joki, Vic 

Lefebvre, Blaise Mac Isaac, Sheldon McCormack 

and Stephen Verschuren. 

Knights in Action April 2023 
 


