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Dear Brothers, 

 

Spring at last!!!  (Maybe???)  I hope you are all rejoicing in the Lord’s peace, 

as we continue the Easter Season, anticipating some great feasts in the next 

few weeks:  The Ascension of the Lord into Heaven, Pentecost Sunday, 

Trinity Sunday, Corpus Christi (to honour the Body and Blood of Christ)---

not to mention Mothers’ Day, the resumption of our seasonal bottle drives 

for Special Olympics, and the special evening to commemorate beloved 

deceased Brothers Aeneas Mac Isaac and Sam Cervoni, who gave of themselves so completely in their 

devotion to our Council and to Special Olympics.  And to top it all off, May is a month specially dedicated 

to our Blessed Mother Mary, who remains our champion and protector in all our efforts in our Council 

and in our parish.  We call upon her strong patronage and her tender care, always, as our true Mother. 

 

I will appreciate your prayers as I mark the 44th Anniversary of my Ordination to the priesthood on May 

3rd.  To have spent the last eight of those years here at Holy Rosary has been a particularly blessed 

privilege.  Please pray for all priests, and for our seminarians and all those discerning a vocation.  William 

Meehan, whom we have been following and praying for, will be ordained a priest at the Cathedral Basilica 

of Christ the King in Hamilton on Saturday, July 20th, once he is back from Rome.  We pray for his 

flourishing as a good priest in service to our Diocese. 

 

Meanwhile, I was happy to be able to attend the major banquet of the 2024 Ontario State Convention, in 

Niagara Falls, on Saturday, April 27th.  I was so proud of our Council for having yet again been selected 

as the Best Council in Ontario (third time in our short ten-year history---an awesome achievement!!).  This 

was in addition to several other awards bestowed on our Council for its hard work and its advocacy efforts, 

especially efforts on behalf of the sanctity of life and the inherent dignity of all persons.  And I was 

humbled and honoured to receive the fairly new award named for our beloved Founder, Blessed Father 

Michael J. McGivney.  This award is conferred on the one chosen as outstanding Council Chaplain in 

Ontario over the past year.  My admiration for Father McGivney knows no bounds, as someone who truly 

loved the priesthood, loved his people, and worked tirelessly to better their spiritual and material 

wellbeing.  I owe this award to all of you, who by your support and enthusiasm have made it a pleasure 

and a joy for me to be associated with you in the fraternity and the work of the Knights.  Let us continue 

to pray for one another. 

 

A MESSAGE FROM OUR CHAPLAIN, 

MONSIGNOR MARTIN VALLELY 

http://www.kofccouncil15920.ca/
https://twitter.com/AldershotKofC
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So in general, as we enter May, I want to pray that you will continue to experience Mary’s wonderful 

protection and help. Knights are always quite rightly devoted to Mary, because her modelling of 

obedience, courage, and faithfulness necessarily inspires all of us to do better in being servants of truth, 

defenders of life, and promoters of faith.  Whenever we have an exemplification of new Members, I always 

take special note of the emphasis on Mary and her Rosary.  When the Team Brother who gives the 

exhortation on Mary and the Rosary speaks, he holds the Rosary up high and invokes Mary in these 

powerful words, very much worth pondering: 

 

Mary, Mother of God, with her Knights, 

for the sanctity of human life in all stages. 

Mary, heart of the Holy Family, with her Knights, 

for faithful marriages and joyful families. 

Mary, the Immaculate Conception, with her Knights, 

for decency and purity in our world. 

Mary, to whom her Son would refuse nothing, with her Knights, 

for justice and compassion for the downtrodden 

and all those who suffer. 

 

Mary is definitely the bringer of hope---so badly needed today---and I want to now say a word about hope, 

the second of the three great theological virtues.  It is so important for us not to fixate on a watered-down 

notion of hope, as though it were equivalent to “wishing”.  Hope is a powerful thing, not a flimsy, flabby 

one.  The Catechism of the Catholic Church tells us that, by way of hope, “we desire the kingdom of 

heaven and eternal life as our happiness, placing our trust in Christ’s promises, and relying not on our own 

strength, but on the help of the grace of the Holy Spirit”.  Because of God’s promise, and because of 

Christ’s Resurrection, we have been given “a new birth into a living hope…….and into an inheritance that 

is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading” (1 Peter 1:3-4). 

 

Hope-filled Christians are not Pollyanna, rose-coloured glasses optimists.  Quite the contrary, they are 

gritty realists, well aware of the struggles of this world, and its constant hovering on the edge of despair.  

But because we have Jesus, and share him, we know that that despair has been overcome, that there is a 

much bigger vision, God’s vision.  Every time any of you takes a step, even a tiny one, to bring help and 

comfort to someone else, you are proclaiming and engendering hope.  You are allowing God to do his 

work, in you and through you.  To have hope is to have confidence in God’s victory.  To have hope is to 

be possessed of a joy which nobody and nothing can take from you, no matter what.  The hope we have 

does not, ever, disappoint us  (Romans 5:5). 

 

And so, brothers, “let us hold fast to the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who has promised 

is faithful”  (Hebrews 10:23).  It is this which will change and save the world! 

 

Blessings to all,  
 

Monsignor Martin A. Vallely 

Chaplain 

ORDINATION ANNIVERSARY 
 

Congratulations 
 

Monsignor Martin Vallely 

May 3 – 44 years 
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GRAND KNIGHT’S MESSAGE: 

 

Brother Knights. 

 

Congratulations Monsignor Martin on receiving the 2024 Blessed Father McGivney Award at this 

year’s State Convention.  Our Council is truly blessed to have you as our spiritual advisor.  Your 

leadership, guidance and support is seen in the success that our Council has accomplished.  Our 

Programs are designed by the needs that we see at Holy Rosary and the Aldershot community – from 

support of Special Olympians, financial needs of Charities, Food for Families and support for our 

school and parish. 

 

Our programs were recognized at this year’s State Convention with eight awards.  We were honoured 

to receive three division awards, three overall provincial awards, the Trillium Bronze award and the 

Pope John Paul II award for our support of Life from conception to natural death.  The overall 

provincial awards were for Best Overall Bulletin, Best Overall Faith in Action – Community – for 

our Big Band Concert Benefit and for Best Overall Council, for the third time in our short history. 

 

It was an honour for me to accept all these awards on your behalf.  It is your dedication for our three 

pillars – Charity, Unity and Fraternity that our State Board recognized with these awards.  Thanks to 

every one of you. 

 

Another great moment at the Convention was the recognition of two of our Special Olympians.  Our 

Council has been championing for the Special Olympians to be recognized as part of the Basketball 

Free Throw competitions.  We started by recognizing them at the Council level.  We then elevated 

their participation to the District level.  Two years ago, we stepped it up to the Regional Level.  

Finally, State has recognized them with a Provincial Champions trophy.  Garret Kirkwood was 

Special Olympics Advanced Champion and Jason Greenhalgh was the Special Olympics Recreational 

Champion.  Congratulations Garret and Jason. 

 

To continue with my monthly report, you might say that April was a slow month.  You might say that 

it was time for “spring cleaning”.  Our Storage container had “overgrown” with bottles and cans 

accumulated over the winter.  In preparation for the upcoming bottle drive in May, we sorted and 

repackaged the bottles and cans and returned them to the Distribution Centre. 

 

On a positive note, we welcomed a new Brother to our Council.  Welcome Brother Brian McDermott.  

We continued our Sunday Cobs “bread run” with thanks to Brother Jim Hession.  We finished the 

month with our ushering assistance at Holy Communion celebrations on April 28. 

 

Now comes the annual Nominations and Elections.  Please consider stepping up to serve your Council 

as a Council Officer.  All positions are open.  WE NEED YOU!!!! 

 

Vic Lefebvre 

Grand Knight 
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PRAYER NETWORK 
 

In charity, we pray for:  
 

Brothers 

 Ken Browne 

 Aurel Chiasson 

 Richard Cupido 

 Ken Fleming 

 Larry Helm 

 Lou Pennachetti 

 Henry Rudachyk 

 Ted Zwolinski 
 

Evangeline Nelligan, and Shannon 

Wilken, wife and daughter of former Bro. 

Michael Nelligan.  Theresa Milton, wife 

of Brother Joe. 
 

In his memory, we pray for: 

James Lefebvre, son of Brother Victor, 

who passed away on Thursday, April 11, 

2024. 
 

Prayer for Healing 
 

Almighty and merciful Father, by the 

power of your command, drive away from 

me all forms of sickness and disease.  

Restore strength to my body and joy to my 

spirit, so that in my renewed health, I may 

bless and serve you, now and forever 

more. 
 

To be included in the Prayer Network, 

contact Bro. Vic Lefebvre at 905-330-

3545 or by e-mail at 

kofcholyrosary@outlook.com  

CALENDAR 

OF 

COUNCIL EVENTS 
 

May    7 – Membership Meeting – 7 pm 

NOMINATION OF COUNCIL OFFICERS 

May 11 – 12 – Roses for Life Sunday 

May 15 – Serra Club Dinner – 6 pm 

May 20 – Victoria Day Weekend 

May 21 – First Bottle Drive – 3 pm to 6 pm 

May 21 – Special Olympics Volunteer Recognition 

May 21 – Council Officer Planning Meeting – 7 pm 
 

June   1 – Walk for Life 

Bro. Vic Lefebvre will be setting up 

our Council’s team and invite 

members to join. 

June  4 – Membership Meeting – 7 pm 

ELECTION OF COUNCIL OFFICERS 

June  6 – Holy Rosary School Block Party BBQ 

June 15 – Special Olympics Float – Sound of Music 

June 18 – Council Officer Planning Meeting – 7 pm 

 

July  1 – Canada Day 

July 2 – Bottle Drive – 3 pm to 6 pm 

July  2 – Membership Meeting – 7 pm 

July  9 – Halton Catholic Children Foundation 

Charity Golf Classic 

1 pm Shotgun Start 

Granite Ridge Golf Course 

Milton 

July 13 -14 – Council Tenth Anniversary Celebration 

and Parish BBQ 

July 16 – Council Officer Planning Meeting – 7 pm 

WEDDING ANNIVERSARY 

CELEBRATION 
 

Congratulations: 
 

Bro. Mark and Bev Taylor 

May 10 – 38 years 

Bro. Daniel and Peggy Giroux 

May 16 – 43 years 

Bro. Marc and Susan Clare 

May 18 – 28 years 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
 

Rev. Mr. Stephane Zera – May 6 

Camille Johnson – May 9 

Ken Browne – May 22 

Melvin Ilagan – May 23 

Vic Lefebvre – May 28 

Aldrin D’Cunha – May 31 

Howard McNamara – May 31 

mailto:kofcholyrosary@outlook.com
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Charity, Unity and Fraternity Exemplification – April 25, 2024  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pictured with Monsignor Martin Vallely 

from left to right are: 
 

Holy Rosary Council 15920 

Brian McDermott 
 

St. Gabriel Council 10061 

John Adiwinata 
 

St. Paul the Apostle Council 17397 

Richard WolfGruber 

Tony Gagliardi 

Gary Trott 

Council News 

Present to witness Brother Brian McDermott receive the honours of the Third Degree 

Don Prescott, Patrick Petrowski, Msgr. Martin Vallely, Marc Clare, Brian McDermott, 

Steve Marsh, Vic Lefebvre, Jim Hession, Ken Fleming 
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Storage Container Clean-up – April 13 
 

You might call this “spring cleaning”, but in effect it was time to sort our collection of bottles and cans 

that we accumulated over the winter.  This was a necessary step in preparation for the returns to the Beer 

Store Distribution Centre in Stoney Creek which took place on Saturday, April 20. 

 

Past Grand Knight Joe Milton 
 

presented a cheque to 
 

Hilda Cirotto, President, St. Vincent de Paul 
 

for $900 
 

representing the net proceeds from our 
 

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Event   
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121st State Convention in Pictures – April 26 – 28, 2024 
   

His Excellency Bishop Marcel Damphousse, State Chaplain for Ontario presented 

Monsignor Martin Vallely with the Blessed Michael McGivney Award 

State Life Director Alex Schadenberg and State Deputy Bruce Poulin presented 

Grand Knight Vic Lefebvre with the John Paul II Cullture of Life Award 
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Our Special Olympians were honoured by our State Board with Provincial Champion Trophies 

State Secretary David Gelinas chats with 

Garret Kirkwood and Jason Greenhalgh 
State Special Olympics Chairman and State Deputy 

Bruce Poulin presented Awards to Garret and Jason 
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Vic Lefebvre, Dad Kevin and Garret Kirkwood Special Olympics Advanced Champion 

Mother Wilma, Jason and Dad Kevin Greenhalgh, Special Olympics Recreational Champion 

Monsignor Martin Vallely 

  

State Deputy Bruce Poulin 

 

presents 

 

Grand Knight Vic and Inge Lefebvre 

 

with the 2023-24 

 

Overall Best Council Award 
and 

Ceremonial Podium 
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THE FALLS IN KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COLOURS 
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His Excellency, Bishop Bergie Congratulates Monsignor Martin  

COUNCIL ELECTIONS 

 

Nominations for Council Officers will take place at our May 7 Membership Meeting.  Nominations will 

not require a seconder.  Nominees will not respond to the nominations at this time. 

 

Nominations will re-open at our June 4 Membership Meeting.  At this time, any additional nominations 

will require a Seconder.  Should you wish to nominate a Brother, in the spirit of Fraternity and Charity, 

obtain his permission before nominating him. 

 

After all nominations have been made, the chair will close the nominations.  At this time, the chair will 

call upon all nominees (in the reverse order of being nominated) for their acceptance.  If more than one 

accepts, an election will be held. 

 

All members are eligible to nominate and vote for Council Officers.  Only members who have obtained 

their 3rd degree by June 30, 2024 are eligible to be elected.  All nominees who will not be present for the 

election, must provide written acceptance (email acceptable) to the Financial Secretary prior to the 

elections. 

 

A full list of nominees received at the May 7 Membership Meeting will be posted in the June Council 

News publication. 
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To prepare you for the upcoming nominations and elections, please review the following document to 

better be prepared to consider standing for these positions when asked. 
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