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Dear Brothers, 

 

I write these words to you on Canada Day, and with the 75th birthday 

of Holy Rosary Parish less than a week away.  Before going further, I 

want to say how overwhelmed I am with thankfulness for the astounding 

success of the Sunday, June 12th Gala Parish BBQ and Celebration.  This 

project was driven by our Council, with the active support of the CWL, 

Holy Rosary School, the Scouts, and others who were eager to 

participate, providing everything from food to games to contests to 

music to the roar of the Knights on Bikes heading in to join us!  The 

event gave our new Youth and Family Minister, Cristian Lecanda, an excellent opportunity to meet and 

collaborate with many people.  And it provided a sweet and informal opportunity to wish Mary 

Edmondstone well as she retires from her devoted service as our Pastoral Minister.  I cannot be thankful 

enough for all you did to make that day such a joyful experience of community. 

 

Indeed, as we rejoice in the beautiful summer days that God has given us, I find my heart full of gratitude.  

We have been so blessed, even in the midst of the struggles we have had to face in the last couple of years.  

And it is so important to remember that a genuinely grateful heart sees something to rejoice in at all times, 

not only when times go well or smoothly. 

 

Years ago, the great spiritual author Henri Nouwen wrote these words:  “Gratitude is the awareness that 

life in all its manifestations is a gift for which we want to give thanks.  The closer we come to God in 

prayer, the more we become aware of the abundance of God’s gifts to us.  We may even discover the 

presence of these gifts in the midst of our pains and sorrows.  The mystery of the spiritual life is that many 

of the events, people, and situations that for a long time seemed to inhibit our way to God become ways 

of being united more deeply with him.  What seemed a hindrance proves to be a gift.  Thus gratitude 

becomes a quality of our hearts that allows us to live joyfully and peacefully even though our struggles 

continue.” 

 

Nouwen provides a couple of distinctive insights in this reflection.  One is that gratitude is first of all an 

awareness, not an action.  It is primarily a recognition of something, a way of seeing.  This should take us 

beyond being merely perfunctory in our thanks.  If we are honest, we realize that we often say “Thank 

you” without spending even a moment being really aware of what we are doing, or how the giving and 
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receiving of the gift shapes the relationship between giver and receiver.  This is particularly true of our 

relationship with God.  We aren’t really thinking about it, or about him.  God’s gifts are not meant just to 

be appreciated, but are intended to invite us into deeper friendship with him. 

 

The other great insight in Nouwen’s meditation is that many things we resisted and struggled with in our 

lives were actually meant to themselves be pathways to God.  These events, persons, and situations were 

in fact gifts, but remained unrecognized.  For one who is truly in the Lord, nothing is foreign, nothing is 

totally empty of the opportunity of grace……….not even the most painful aspects of life.  For this reason, 

we need to daily ask the Lord to show us where he is to be found, and what he wants to reveal to us through 

our life’s circumstances, whatsoever they may be.  This way, we become persons who are grateful all the 

time.  Gratitude becomes, as Nouwen puts it, “a quality of our hearts”.  And that makes all the difference. 

 

Since the very word “Eucharist” means “Thanksgiving”, we can confidently say that the Mass is supposed 

to foster this very “quality of our hearts”.  We don’t just go to church.  We enter into mystery, and we 

actually become a grateful heart by our participation in the Mass.  In our walk-through of the Mass, we 

have now come to the concluding rites of the Mass.  They are actually very straightforward, not at all 

complicated.  After the receiving of Holy Communion, there ought to be a time of quiet reflection, 

allowing us to experience the gratitude for the immense gift we have received---being able to become one 

with Christ Jesus by his yearning to enter into communion with us.  Those thoughts are gathered up into 

a Post-Communion Prayer, which amounts to being a plea that we can live what we have received.  The 

final blessing and the dismissal can be seen as a commissioning, a sending forth.  Nowadays, it is usually 

rendered, by the priest or the deacon, as “Go in peace, glorifying the Lord by your life”, or perhaps “Go 

and announce the Gospel of the Lord”.  Some may 

recall that, in former times, the Latin form of the 

dismissal was “Ite, Missa Est”.  This was typically 

translated as “Go, the Mass in ended.” But the word 

“Missa” suggests the word “mission”.  We are sent 

out on a mission---to be the living presence of 

Christ Jesus, our Light, in a world of darkness and 

despair.  Only the grateful heart can radiate that 

light. 

 

I pray, brothers, that your hearts may always be 

grateful hearts.  Foster that quality of heart by your 

daily prayer, your love for the Mass, and your 

service of others. 

 

Next month, I will conclude this series on the Mass 

with some summarizing thoughts, drawing 

especially from reflections of Pope Francis. 

 

May the summertime be restful and refreshing, for 

you and yours!  
 

Monsignor Martin Vallely 

Chaplain 

ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS 
 

Congratulations to: 
 

Bro. Henry and Stella Rudachyk 

July 2 – 28 years 
 

Bro. Andres Franco Augilar and Tatiana Tovar 

July 6 – 8 years 
 

Bro. Mark and Jacqueline Freeman 

July 7 – 15 years 
 

Bro. Anthony and Maryse Cordeiro 

July 10 – 28 years 

 

Bro. Michael and Domenica Attardo 

July 13 – 58 years 
 

Bro. Leonard and Andrea Walker 

July 17 – 39 years 
 

Bro. Blair and Ida Mary Breckenridge 

July 28 – 31 years 
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PRAYER NETWORK 
 

In charity, we pray for: 

 

Brothers 

 Ken Browne 

 Richard Cupido 

 Michael Nelligan 

 Henry Rudachyk 

 Ted Zwolinski 

 

Evangeline Nelligan, and Shannon Wilken, wife 

and daughter of Bro. Michael Nelligan 

 

Prayer for Healing 

 

Almighty and merciful Father, by the power of 

your command, drive away from me all forms of 

sickness and disease.  Restore strength to my 

body and joy to my spirit, so that in my renewed 

health, I may bless and serve you, now and 

forever more.  

 

To be included in the Prayer Network, contact 

Bro. Vic Lefebvre at 905-330-3545 or by e-mail 

at kofcholyrosary@outlook.com.  

  

GRAND KNIGHT’S MESSAGE: 

 

 

Happy Summer Brothers, 

 

As the weather heats up and we are now on the 

other side of ‘restrictions’, we are eager to get out 

and enjoy this new season. 

 

I hope you and your friends and family can catch 

up on all those lost moments from the previous 

two and a half years.  Those reunions will fill our 

hearts.  It’s crazy to think that back in early 

March of 2020 we would be dealing with the 

effects of Covid still.  If you have not been able 

to come back to our monthly Council meeting, 

hopefully these next few months bring you back 

– we miss you!!  Fill the pews, sing with joyful 

praise, and rejoice in all we have to be thankful 

for. 

 

Continue to go out and spread the good word and 

love thy neighbour.  The world needs more of you 

😊 

 

God bless 

 

Mark 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

 

David Lord – July 8 

Dario Arcila – July 16 

David Kenel – July 17 

 
 

Family Fraternal Benefits 

from a Brother Knight 
 

Call your Fraternal Adviser 

Bro. Mario Rodriguez, F.I.C. 

1-905-820-8117 

E-Mail:  mario.rodriguez@kofc.org  

CALENDAR 

OF 

COUNCIL EVENTS 
 

July  1 –  Canada Day Celebrations 

July  5 –  Special Olympic Bottle Drive 3 – 6 pm 

July  5 –  Business Meeting – 7:00 pm 

July  6 –  75th Anniversary Mass – 10:00 am 

 Holy Sepulchre Cemetery Chapel 

July 12 – Halton Catholic Children’s Foundation  

 11th Annual Charity Golf Classic 

 Piper’s Heath Golf Club 

 5501 Trafalgar Road, Milton 

 

Aug.  2 –  Special Olympic Bottle Drive 3 – 6 pm 

Aug.  2 –  Business Meeting – 7:00 pm 

mailto:kofcholyrosary@outlook.com
mailto:mario.rodriguez@kofc.org?subject=I%20Would%20Like%20to%20Discuss%20Fraternal%20Benefits


Our Lady of the Most Holy Rosary Council 15920 July 2022 

 

 
~ 4 ~ 

287 Plains Road East, Burlington, Ontario L7T 2C7 

  Council News 

OUR LADY OF THE MOST HOLY ROSARY 

2022 – 2023 COUNCIL OFFICERS 
 

 Chaplain Msgr. Martin Vallely 

 Grand Knight Mark Freeman 

 Past Grand Knight Joe Milton, PGK 

 Deputy Grand Knight Sheldon McCormack 

 Chancellor Sam Cervoni 

 Recorder Aaron D Cunha 

 Financial Secretary Ken Fleming, PGK 

 Treasurer Mike Perron, PGK 

 Lecturer Len Walker 

 Advocate Howard McNamara 

 Warden Florencio Sequeira 

 Inside Guard Ken Browne 

 Outside Guard Andrew Kemnitz 

 Trustee 1 year Marc Clare 

 Trustee 2 year Michael Bogoslowski 

 Trustee 3 year Joe Milton, PGK 

St. John the Baptist 

School Principal 

Angie Barden 
Daughter of Brother 

Blaise Mac Isaac 
asked her father to assist 

in the school’s  

“first” (in a long time) 

BBQ and Fun Fair 
on Thursday, June 16. 

 

He enlisted the 

assistance of Brother 

Jim Hession 

and they joined Brothers 

from Council 5073 Ludwik Oko, Grand Knight Colin Pye, Jim Hession, Blaise Mac Isaac 
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A Few Things We Finally Got Around To 
 

At the Sunday Masses during the weekend of June 25-26, Monsignor Martin’s 

homily focused on followers of Jesus as sometimes being procrastinators.  The 

gospel contained several examples of people that were guilty of this very human 

trait and the Lord’s rather assertive rebuke of them.  Our Chaplain inserted some 

humour into his explanation of this particular gospel as he described a novelty 

gift item that could be given to certain individuals in some situations.  The gift 

was described as a round disc inscribed with the word “tuit” 

 

Our council deserved a round “tuit” for the time it took us to… get around to…. cleaning up our barbecue 

and improving security around our storage container.  The barbecue was left in a pretty greasy state over 

the winter and it did take us over a year to install a security camera to help prevent break-ins and loitering 

around the container.  Thanks to the efforts of Sam Cervoni and Vic Lefebvre, the barbecue was restored 

to like new condition on June 9th.  Sam also brought his tools and with some help from Sheldon 

McCormack a camera and caution sign were installed on the container just in time for the 75th Anniversary 

Parish Celebration.  We also purchased a solar camera which can be linked to the wi-fi in the Parish 

Centre.  We hope to have it installed in July along with a motion sensing light for inside the container. 
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Other Things To Get Around To 
 

Baseboards In The Heritage Room: 
We also need to get around to installing new baseboards in the Heritage room.  We would like to do this 

on July 16 at 10 AM….so we need someone who has a compound mitre saw that is able to cut the 

baseboards.  Please let Ken know if you are able to help and if you have a mitre saw. 

 

Updating Of The Parish Centre Kitchen: 
July is here and we are hoping to get the renovations in the parish kitchen done before September.  We 

are now desperate to find a general contractor capable of organizing this job.  We are working on a couple 

of leads but so far, the chances of them taking the job look small.  Please keep watching out for an 

individual that would be able to help us out with this project. 

 

Notice Of A Special Meeting On July 5th  
 

To help celebrate the beautiful weather, we are forgoing our usual council meeting 

format for our July 5th meeting and we are planning a barbecue and special fraternal 

night.  This is also the afternoon of our second bottle collection day and so we will 

start up the barbecues around 6 PM just as the bottle drive is winding up.  We will do 

the meeting outside, weather permitting, so bring a hat and a chair along with your 

empty bottles and enjoy a beverage and a hamburger.  Please make sure you let all of 

our Brothers know about this special meeting.  Maybe if we get a good turnout, we 

can do it again in August. 

 

June 11- Set-Up Day For Our 75th Anniversary Fun Day 
 

A Special thank you to Brothers Blair, Ken F, Joe M, Sam, Sheldon and Vic for setting-up the parking lot 

and ensuring the large tent for the 75th Anniversary was installed correctly on Friday June 11.  Brother 

Blair brought his long measuring tape and red paint marking device which were used to make lines for the 

games in the grassy area and to mark the location of the large 500 lb anchors for the tent.  It was very 

important that we clearly mark where everything needed to be for the following day’s celebration.  We 

had to ensure we positioned the large tent in the correct spot and that we marked-off the areas for cooking 

and playing the games.  We wanted to provide enough room for the upcoming event but also allowed 

church goers room to park for the regular weekend Masses.  
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Holy Rosary Parish Fun Day June 12 
 

The parish’s 75th Anniversary barbecue and fun day took place on Saturday June 12 and our council 

played a lead role in both planning for and presenting this important event.  This was one of the largest 

one-time event our council has ever undertaken and by all accounts it was a big success.  The ladies of the 

CWL played a large role as well and we are especially thankful for the huge efforts put in by Barb Mac 

Isaac and Chris McNamara.  In order for this event to be a success it required involvement of lots of 

people.  The church office represented by our new Youth Minister Cristian Lecanda played a key role.  

Cristian was involved with all of the meetings which started a few weeks before and he was instrumental 

in arranging for and delivering balloons and signs and keeping the communication lines open between the 

church and the school.  I don’t think enough can be said about the involvement of school Principal Rosanna 

LoPresti and the entire school.  Rosanna took a lead role in arranging for assistance from the teachers and 

for providing many students to help run the games, set-up tables, clear the tables and generally do an 

outstanding job in making the event a success. 

 

A special thank you goes to DGK Sheldon McCormack for his outstanding effort on this event.  He was 

involved right from the beginning and his input was instrumental in having the “Knights on Bikes” 

involvement, which added a unique touch to the day.  He also arranged for all of the food and other 

supplies.  Brothers Blair Breckenridge, Vic Lefebvre and Danny Morosin also played key roles in the 

event, ensuring all of the facilities and food prep equipment, and games equipment were in place.  Thank 

you to all of the members that came out to help and participate in the memorable day. 
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BLISS led by 

Sarah Nolte 
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A Visit From The “Knights on Bikes” 

 

Since the 75th Anniversary barbecue was initially going to be a Knights of Columbus event, the organizing 

committee consisting of Ken Fleming, Vic Lefebvre and Sheldon McCormack decided that something 

unique to showcase the Order and its diverse nature would be nice.  So, we talked to Dennis Mailloux of 

the “Knights on Bikes” at the State Convention and invited him along with other Brothers on bikes to 

come to our event and help us celebrate.  Initially, we expected 4 or 5 guys but we ended up with 11 and 

they stole the show.  Thank you so much Brother Dennis and all of the Brother on Bikes for really helping 

to make our celebration special. 
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June Bottle Return 
 

On June 17 and 18, many of our Brothers came out to help finish the sorting, counting and returning of 

the hundreds of bottles that were in the storage container from our May collection day.  Brothers Jim 

Hession, Vic Lefebvre, Sheldon Mc Cormack, Howard McNamara, Joe Milton and Danny Morosin helped 

on the 17th to finish the sorting and loading of the truck.  On June 18 at 8 AM Brothers Ken Fleming, Jim 

Hession, David Lord and Joe Milton returned the bottles to the Distribution Centre and they enjoyed a 

nice breakfast at the Diner afterwards.  This return brought the total collected in May to $1,309.20 and the 

year total to $2,957.70.  We will make an interim donation to Special Olympics shortly of $2,000.  Thanks 

everyone for your great effort here. 
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Holy Rosary Grade 8 Graduation 

 
On June 22nd, Holy Rosary School held the grade 8 Graduation Ceremony.  Grand Knight Mark Freeman 

was there to present three awards of $50 each to worthy grade eight graduates for their achievements in 

math and in their overall studies.  These are Annual Awards presented by our council and they accompany 

two beautiful trophies.  Our Chaplain Monsignor Vallely was also there to celebrate the event. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here is a message from Rosanna LoPresti which appeared on the school 

website, highlighting the Parish Anniversary and recognizing the winners of 

the “Draw Monsignor Martin” Contest. 

 

Holy Rosary Parish Updates 
 

A special thank you again to Holy Rosary Parish for their support all year.  We loved the 75th Anniversary 

celebrations, Masses, and visits to the Church too.  Thank you to the CWL and Knights of Columbus for 

hosting the Picnic Fun Day … and thank you for including our student leaders – (who did a spectacular 

job!).  Congratulations to the winners of the “Draw Monsignor Martin” Contest.  The winners in each 

category (as selected by Monsignor) are:  Belen M.V., Hayden M., Emily S., Peyton P., Ava T., Samuel 

P.  We hope you enjoy your prizes as much as Monsignor enjoyed the drawings! 

June 18 Parish Garage Sale 
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On the same morning our Brothers were returning bottles the Annual Parish Garage Sale presented by the 

“Craft Ladies” took place.  Several of the brothers gathered at 7 AM to help the ladies set-up tables and 

move the items from the Parish Centre to the parking lot.  According to Carol Morosin who ran the event 

the day was a success, resulting in over $1,700 being collected.  The ladies generously shared $200 of 

those proceeds with our council for our help.  Thank you, ladies, and those of you there to help in any 

way. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2022 Special Olympics Bottle Drive Update 
 

Here is a summary of the proceeds of the bottle drive year to date.  You will notice that we are now renting 

a truck from U-Haul to collect the bottles and return them to the Distribution Centre in Stoney Creek. 

 

The truck rental is an expensive alternative so if anyone knows of a large truck or trailer that could be 

made available for doing this it would be most appreciated and it makes more funds available for Special 

Olympics. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Special Olympics Fund-Raising Status 2022 
 

Collections To Date 
 Collected over the winter $ 1,648.50 

 May collection – Estimate  $ 1,309.20 

 Special Donations received $    185.00 

 July collection TBD 

 August collection TBD 

 September collection TBD 

 October collection TBD 

  Total collected to date $ 3,142.70 

 

Donated To Special Olympics YTD 
 June 2022 $ 2,000.00 

 Truck rentals to date – Estimate  $    517.40 

 Other expenses to date $    179.23 

  Total disbursements $ 2,696.63 

 

Balance To Date- To Be Donated Later $   446.07 
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We are grateful for the support of  

our 2021 Turkey Roll Sponsors 

Please patronize and recommend them 
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Brothers Help Out at Holy Rosary 
 

Brothers Andrew Kemnitz, Vic Lefebvre and 

Howard McNamara help out the parish by 

regularly serving at Masses and Funerals.   

Thank you, guys, for what you do. 

 

 

 

 

Special Olympics 
 

Our storage container is empty once again, so 

we are looking forward to another record 

breaking collection day on Tuesday, July 5th.   

Future collection days will be August 2, 

September 6 and October 11. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cobs Bakery 
 

The Cobs bread team continues able to make 

deliveries of hundreds of pounds of fresh 

bread made available by our members each 

week.  Great work brothers, Jim Hession, 

Willie Joki, Vic Lefebvre and Stephen 

Verschuren. 

Knights in Action – June 2022 
 


