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Dear Brothers, 

 

I hope and pray that you are truly enjoying the continuing Christmas 

Feast, as I certainly am.  The joy of our Saviour’s birth fills us with 

renewed hope, and should energize us all that much more for giving 

witness to Jesus by our daily words and actions.  I continue to bask in the 

joy of the marvelous celebrations in 2022 of our parish’s 75th 

Anniversary, in which our Council played such a huge role.  And I am 

grateful that 2022 saw us emerge (more or less) from the pandemic, as we 

were able to have the freedom for large gatherings again---something 

which definitely aided our Anniversary plans.  Please do pray in a special way for those for whom this 

time of year is very painful, whether because of loss, poverty, or other hardship.  And I think in a special 

way of our dear Brothers to whom we said a sad goodbye in 2022, but who are praying and interceding 

for us. 

  

New Year’s Day is the Solemnity of Mary, the Mother of God, the most exalted of all the titles and feasts 

of Our Lady.  She is Mother of the Word Which has become flesh for us.  The awesome Christmas mystery 

continues to enthral us:  that this God of ours would actually choose, by deliberate design out of his Infinite 

Love, to share our lives and our human nature completely.  He did so in order to save us, and to raise us 

up to our rightful dignity as restored and healed children of God.  Saint Paul writes, “When the fullness 

of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, in order to redeem those who 

were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as children.” (Galatians 4:4).  Pray constantly for 

Mary’s protection and aid. 

 

Here’s praying that you and those you love will have every blessing and happiness in this New Year 2023.  

I pray that your faith may grow strong, your trust in Our Lord never waver, and your outreach of love to 

others be a flowing river of goodness and healing. 

 

Years ago, when I first came to Holy Rosary Parish as your Pastor and Chaplain, I offered a little thought 

for New Year’s on the matter of resolutions.  It seems to me worth bringing that back, for these interesting 

and difficult times in which we live.  It is important for us to get our priorities straight, to put our trust in 

what really lasts, not in what is passing and fading.  At the dawn of a New Year, when people traditionally 
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make resolutions and are determined to better their lives, I suggest that we make a couple of spiritual 

resolutions…………….nothing enormously burdensome, but the sort of thing that will keep us on track. 

 

1. May we resolve to deepen our relationship with Jesus through our prayer.  I urge everyone 

to offer their day and their life to God, in a complete surrender, at the beginning of each new 

day.  Ask the Lord to show you what it is he especially wants of you that day, and ask him to 

show himself to you, so that you will know how to respond.  Knights of Columbus ought to 

be men who are particularly devoted to seeking out God’s will for their lives, so that they 

may know him and serve him. 

 

2. May we resolve to do something this year, whatever it might be, to get to know our Catholic 

Faith better.  A better acquaintance with the Scriptures, with the teachings of the Church 

and the Catechism, with Catholic perspectives on developments in the world………..all these 

will make of us Knights who are well-equipped, well-armed, to face the inevitable challenges 

of our society today. 

 

3. May we resolve to build or re-build a broken relationship, end a grudge, do away with 

resentment, heal festering wounds, speak in such a way as to build up, never to tear down. 

 

4. May we resolve to think first, before we speak, so that others will hear out of our mouths 

only the kind of thing they would hear from Christ Jesus himself. 

 

5. May we resolve that, each day, we 

will do even just one outreach to 

help someone else, for which we will 

expect no reward, no thanks, just the 

satisfaction of having tried to be like 

Christ to another. 

 

Every blessing be yours!!!  Here’s to a great 

year ahead for our families, our K of C 

Council, our parish, and our world.  C. S. 

Lewis once wrote:  “You are never too old to 

set another goal or to dream a new dream.”  

Oh, how true!  Let our dream, our goal, be full 

life in Christ Jesus. 

 

Monsignor Martin Vallely 

Chaplain 

PRAYER NETWORK 
 

In charity, we pray for:  
 

Brothers 

 Fr. Mike Downey 

 Ken Browne 

 Richard Cupido 

 Andrew Kemnitz 

 Henry Rudachyk 

 Ted Zwolinski 
 

Evangeline Nelligan, and Shannon Wilken, wife and 

daughter of former Bro. Michael Nelligan 
 

Prayer for Healing 
 

Almighty and merciful Father, by the power of your 

command, drive away from me all forms of sickness 

and disease.  Restore strength to my body and joy to my 

spirit, so that in my renewed health, I may bless and 

serve you, now and forever more. 
 

To be included in the Prayer Network, contact Bro. Vic 

Lefebvre at 905-330-3545 or by e-mail at 

kofcholyrosary@outlook.com  

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
 

Larry Helm – January 6 
 

Florencio Sequeira – January 26 
 

Ken Fleming – January 31 

mailto:kofcholyrosary@outlook.com
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GRAND KNIGHT’S MESSAGE: 

 

Happy New Year Brothers! 

 

I hope that your Christmas Season was filled with a renewed 

sense of faith, stemming from more time with family, friends, 

and loved ones.  For many of us, these past few weeks have 

been a mix of incredible busyness to (hopefully) hours of rest 

and relaxation.  I know seeing the joy of the season through 

the eyes of children, especially my own, reminds me of what 

is important.  Let’s not lose that sense through the year, keep 

some of that joy in your pocket for the rainy days. 

 

So what are your plans for the new year?  Did you make some 

new year’s resolutions?  I often wonder why we wait till 

January 1st to put things into action or perhaps it’s next 

Monday or next month.  We often tend to lie to ourselves 

thinking we will start something later.  If we are truly 

committed to that change, why are we not doing it right now?  

Right this moment?  Do we need time to psych ourselves up?  

Think back to all the resolutions or goals you set out over the 

years; how many of those have you seen through to fruition?  

How many did you even start?  Most of us have heard about 

setting SMART goals – Specific, Measurable, Achievable, 

Relevant and Time-Based.  If you have not heard of this 

before, then test a goal you have against this model.  For 

example, if I said I want to ‘get in shape’, that goal would be 

pretty vague and could allow me to cheat and convince 

myself that I am going in the right direction.  However, if I 

said, I want to lose 10lbs by February 1st 2023, that meets 

the SMART goal criteria. 

 

Something that you might find more challenging that we 

often say to ourselves, is ‘I want to be more faith-filled or 

grow in my faith’.  Now how is that measurable and when 

should I achieve that by?  This is where we seek guidance.  

Goals such as these are not a journey to be taken alone and 

luckily we are not alone.  Find people to challenge you, keep 

you accountable, and achieve your goals. 

 

2023 is going to be a record year, make sure you don’t waste 

one moment and take it all in. 

 

Best wishes for a healthy, happy, and joyous New Year 

 

Mark 

CALENDAR 

OF 

COUNCIL EVENTS 
 

Jan.  1 –  New Year’s Day 

 

Jan.   3 –  Business Meeting – 7 pm 

 

Big Band Concert is Back 

Toronto All-Star Big Band 

Sunday, January 29 

2:00 pm Matinee 

Burlington Performing Arts Centre 

 

Jan. 31 –  Fraternal Survey is Due 

 

Feb.  7 –  Business Meeting – 7 pm 

Feb. 15 –  Semi-Annual Audit Due 

Feb. 20 –  Family Day Holiday 

Feb. 21 –  Shrove Tuesday 

Feb. 22 –  Ash Wednesday 

 

Mar.  7 – Business Meeting – 7 pm 

 

Apr.  4 –  Business Meeting – 7 pm 

Apr.  7 –  Good Friday 

Apr.  9 –  Easter  

 
 

Family Fraternal Benefits 

from a Brother Knight 

 

Call your Fraternal Adviser 

Bro. Mario Rodriguez, F.I.C. 

1-905-820-8117 

 

E-Mail:  

mario.rodriguez@kofc.org 
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2022 Turkey Roll and Silent Auction 

 
Another successful Holy Rosary parish Turkey Roll and Silent Auction took place on Friday December 

2.  Despite an increase in ticket prices, we sold almost 250 tickets and attracted 220 people to the event. 

 

This was really an all council and all parish event as many brothers and parishioners helped out and the 

result was one of the best events in its 57th-year history.  Here is a recap of the financials for the event. 

 

Revenue 

 Admission Tickets  $ 2,442 

 Silent Auction  $ 4,133 

 Bar Sales $ 2,224 

 Card Game  $    415 

 Meat Spin  $ 8,563 

 Sponsors  $ 1,200 

 Donations  $ 1,018 

 Total Revenue  $19,995 

 

Expenses 

 Food  $ 2,200 

 Bar  $ 1,278 

 Miscellaneous  $      89 

 Turkeys Hams and Prizes $ 3,574 

 Facilities Including Tables and Insurance  $    884 

 Other  $ 1,243 

 Total Expenses   $ 9,268 

 

Net Proceeds   $10,727 

 

Donations to Charities $ 5,000 

Amount Retained For Future Use   $ 5,727 

  

Charities Receiving Donations in December 

 Holy Rosary Church  $ 1,250 

 Burlington Food Bank  $    750 

 Carpenter Hospice  $    250 

 St. Vincent De Paul Society  $ 1,000 

 Compassion Society of Halton  $    750 

 Halton Alive  $    500 

 B the Hope for Haiti  $    250  

 Halton Catholic Children Foundation  $    250 

 

Total Donations   $ 5,000 

Council News 
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57th ANNUAL TURKEY ROLL 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 2, 2022 

Our Charities appreciate our generosity 
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Breakfast with Santa Saturday December 3 
 

Early in the morning following our successful Turkey Roll, Brothers Ken Fleming Jim Hession, Bob 

Judge, David Lord and Danny Morosin were out to once more support our Holy Rosary School.  Our guys 

along with help from a couple of student’s parents cooked several hundred pancakes for the school’s 

annual Breakfast with Santa event. 

 

The breakfast was attended by students and their families and there were two sittings each of which had a 

couple of hundred hungry and happy participants.  Along with the pancakes, the breakfast consisted of 

ham, lots of fruit, and drinks including coffee and tea.  Our Knights also enjoyed the breakfast while taking 

a break between sittings.  Our council provided the tables for the event in that we left the tables from the 

night before which saved the school around $500.  Not only did we help to set-up the tables and chairs we 

also helped with the clean-up including bringing several trays of pancakes, ham and fruit to the Good 

Shepherd food bank at the end on the morning. 
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2022 Burlington Santa Claus Parade 
 

Thanks mainly to the efforts of our Brothers at Council 5073 led by Brothers 

Michael Mark, Ludwik Oko and Bert Van Dalen with some help from other 

Burlington councils and our Brothers Ken Fleming and David Kenel, the 2022 

Burlington Santa Claus parade had a Knights of Columbus float in it. 

 

The float which was donated by B & D Steel Company of Burlington was 

nicely decorated with K of C signs as well as banners from the Knights and 

from Special Olympics.  Several Special Olympics athletes were invited to ride 

on the float.  The parade made its way from the Burlington Mall through 

downtown and ended about an hour later on Brant Street. 
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Longo’s Good Shepherd Food Drive December 8-10 
 

The 2022 Longo’s Food Drive was held on December 8th to 10th.  John D’Addario, our District Deputy 

was the organizer for this year’s event; he was assisted by our council organizer Marc Clare.  Special 

thanks to all of the members that took their turn encouraging shoppers to support the food drive. 

 

In total 7 and ½ large bins of non-perishable food items were collected and made available for pick-up by 

the food bank.  Normally the food drive conducted by our council was held for 2 days but this year we did 

3.  There was some difficulty getting enough guys to cover all of the 2-hour shifts but thanks to the extra 

efforts of many of the Knights including organizers John and Marc all 27 hours were filled and the event 

ended up a huge success.  Here are pictures of some of the hard-working supporters of this worthy cause. 
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Decorating the Church for Christmas 
 

Holy Rosary parish like many if not all parishes rely very much on 

the supports of Church Ministries and many faithful volunteers.  

Janet James is one parishioner that does an amazing job of keeping 

the church decorated with flowers and other seasonal displays.  

Christmas is of course the most obvious of these seasonal displays.  

Thanks to the efforts of our Knights and the ladies of the CWL the 

Church was beautifully decorated once again this year. 

 

A special thank you goes to Brothers Ken Fleming, David Lord, 

Blaise Mac Isaac and Danny Morosin for bringing the decorations 

up from storage in the basement so the ladies could do the 

decorating.  There was a special new decoration this year in the 

form of a huge wreath that was given to Monsignor Martin to add 

to the parish collection.  It was decided to display this very large 

wreath on the outside front of the Church so it could be seen from 

Plains Road.  David Lord along with help from David Walker, the 

Church Custodian, offered to brave the cold and install hangers 

strong enough to support the wreath.  On Monday December 19, 

David and David put up it up for all to see.  Janet was so happy with the job she made a special effort to 

thank the Knights and she called it a “professional look” job.  Thank you, David and David. 

 

MERRY CHRISTMAS 
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Upcoming Events for Our Council 
 

January 3 -First Business Meeting Of 2023 
 

Membership cards will be available for distribution at this meeting if you have not already received yours.  

Council dues are now due.  Our Financial Secretary apologizes for all of the confusion around the billing 

of the dues.  Council dues are $60 for the year.  There was one incorrect bill for $33.51 issued and then 

rescinded and a final bill for $60.01 was issued.  The extra one cent was created due to the way the billing 

thing works and that’s the short story (ha ha).  Dues can be paid in cash, by cheque made out to K of C 

Council 15920, by credit card or by e-transfer.  Contact the Ken Fleming and/or Mike Perron for details. 

 

Special Olympics Events Coming Up 
 

Our council will be making a special presentation to Special Olympics on Thursday evening January 15th. 

The amount will be $2,500 which represents the final portion of the 2022 bottle drive collection. 

 

 The Special Olympics Basketball Tournament at the Frank Haydon High School will take 

place on Saturday January 21.  Details to follow.  Volunteers will be required 

 The Special Olympics Floor Hockey Tournament will be held on Saturday February 11 at 

Frank Haydon High School …volunteers will also be needed. 

 2023 Flag relay for Burlington will be kick-off with a flag raising at city hall on February 

28th – Details to follow 

 

Big Band Concert – January 29 at The Performing Arts Center 
 

Our council has taken the lead for this great event and Brother Vic Lefebvre is the chairman.  Ticket sales 

are going well so don’t forget to book your seats and enjoy a great afternoon of music.  Tickets are $48. 

 

Burlington Basketball Free Throw- Council and District Feb 4 – Regional March 4 
 

The Burlington Basketball Free Throw competitions will take place on Saturday February 4th from 9 AM 

until noon at Notre Dame High School.  Many volunteers will be required.  The lead council this year is 

St Paul the Apostle council. 

 

District Deputy John D’Addario has arranged for Burlington to host the 2023 Regional Basketball Free 

Throw competitions to be held on Saturday March 4th again at Notre Dame High School.  Details to 

follow 

 

Shrove Tuesday- Pancake Breakfast Hosted By Our Council – Tuesday February 21 
 

We will once again be preparing pancakes and ham for the parish to help kick off the Lenten Season.  

There will be 3 sittings starting in the morning following the 8 AM mass, one at noon for the card players 

and in the evening starting at 5 PM.  Volunteers will be required. 
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We are grateful for the support of  

our 2022 Turkey Roll Sponsors 

Please patronize and recommend them 
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Brothers Help Out at Holy Rosary 
 

Brothers Andrzej Kemnitz, Vic Lefebvre, and 

Howard McNamara help out the parish by regularly 

serving at Masses and funerals. Brothers Ken 

Fleming, Jim Hession, David Lord, Joe Milton, 

Sheldon McCormack and Howard McNamara have 

been helping in the Parish Centre with the Heritage 

Room and the kitchen.  Kitchen renovation plans are 

progressing well.  Work will begin on January 30th. 

 

 

Special Olympics 
 

Our Special Olympics bottle drive is now complete 

for 2022.  We will start up again next year on 

Tuesday May 23, 2023.  Thanks to all the brothers 

that helped make 2022 a success. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cobs Bakery  
 

The Cobs bread team continues despite some 

setbacks including locating organizations able to 

make use of the hundreds of pounds of fresh bread 

made available by our members each week.  Great 

work Brothers Jim Hession, Willie Joki, Vic 

Lefebvre, Blaise Mac Isaac, Sheldon McCormack 

and Stephen Verschuren. 

Knights in Action December 2022 
 


