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Dear Brother Knights: 

 

The Christmas season is upon us as we celebrate the Octave of Christmas 

during this writing.  The Octave of Christmas is the eight-day period 

from Christmas Day to the Solemnity of Mary, the Mother of God, on 

January 1st.  Christmas is a season of hope for everyone because God 

loves us so much that He sent his only Son to be our Saviour and 

Redeemer.  Born of peasant parents and in a manger in a backwater town, 

this Saviour-king was like no other king.  His life and influence would 

radically alter the entire world, giving us a worldview that has, as its 

heart, the incarnation of Divine Love. 

 

At the heart of this mystery was the simple fiat of a young Jewish woman named Mary, and she has come 

to hold a unique and exalted place in Christian theology and spirituality.  As the Theotokos, or "God-

bearer," her role is deeply intertwined with the mystery of the Incarnation, where God became man in 

Jesus Christ.  Reflecting on Mary opens a window into profound truths about God, humanity, and our 

relationship with God.  Mary's response to the angel Gabriel, "Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord; let 

it be to me according to your word" (Luke 1:38), exemplifies perfect faith and surrender to God's will.  As 

the Mother of Jesus, Mary nurtured the Saviour of the world.  Her maternal care did not end with Christ’s 

earthly life; at the foot of the Cross, Jesus entrusted her to all humanity when He said to John, "Behold, 

your mother" (John 19:27).  This gesture signifies her role as a spiritual mother to the Church, interceding 

for us and guiding us toward her Son. 

 

Mary's life was marked by profound humility.  She recognized her complete dependence on God, 

proclaiming in her Magnificat, "My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour" 

(Luke 1:46-47).  Her humility is a powerful example that invites us to recognize our need for God's grace 

and to live lives of gratitude and service, just as she did. 

 

Mary experienced profound joy in the miracles of Jesus and deep sorrow in His Passion and death.  Her 

Immaculate Heart, full of love and compassion, shows us how to remain faithful to God amid life's trials.  

In her Assumption, she reminds us of the hope of eternal life, a promise that God has made to all believers.  

This reminder brings us comfort and fills us with hope on our pilgrimage in life.  As the Mother of God 

and our mother, Mary leads us to Jesus.  Her final recorded words in Scripture, "Do whatever he tells you" 

(John 2:5), encapsulate her mission:  to guide us toward deeper faith and discipleship.  Her guidance and 

support in our journey of faith make us feel secure and strengthened. 

A MESSAGE FROM OUR CHAPLAIN 

FATHER DAVID WILHELM 

http://www.kofccouncil15920.ca/
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Mary's life is a testament to the power of God's grace working through human cooperation.  Her example 

inspires us to embrace our call to holiness, trusting God’s plan for us is filled with hope and love.  It is 

fitting that we celebrate the Solemnity of Mary, the Mother of God, on the octave day of Christmas and 

pray for World Peace on this day.  May her intercession draw us closer to her Son so that we may 

experience inner peace and extend that peace to others as we contemplate her fidelity to the divine mystery 

and imitate her steadfast faith. 

 

Vivat Jesus! 
 

Fr. David Wilhelm, Chaplain 

CALENDAR 

OF 

COUNCIL EVENTS 
 

Jan.  1 – New Year’s Day 

Jan.  7 – Membership Meeting 7 pm 

Jan. 12 – Turkey Roll Post Morten Meeting 

After 11 am Mass 

Jan. 21 – Council Officer Planning Meeting – 7 pm 

Jan. 26 – Big Band Concert 

Click here to buy tickets 

Jan. 31 – Fraternal Survey is Due 

Jan. 31 – Set up for Basketball Free Throw 

Notre Dame High School – 9 pm 
 

Feb.  1 – Basketball Free Throw Competitions  

Notre Dame High School – 8:30 am 

Feb.  4 – Membership Meeting – 7 pm 

Feb. 17 – Family Day Holiday 

Feb. 18 – Council Officer Planning Meeting – 7 pm 
 

Mar.  4 – Shrove (Pancake) Tuesday – All Day 

Mar.  5 – Ash Wednesday 

Mar. 11 – Membership Meeting 7 pm 

Mar. 25 – Council Officer Planning Meeting – 7 pm 

Mar. 20 – Founder’s Day (Details in Progress) 
 

Saturday, June 14, 2025 - Retreat 

PRAYER NETWORK 
 

In charity, we pray for:  
 

Brothers 

 Msgr. Martin Vallely 

 Ken Browne 

 Aurel Chiasson 

 Richard Cupido 

 Ken Fleming 

 Andrew Kemnitz 

 Howard McNamara 

 Joe Milton 

 Lou Pennachetti 

 Ted Zwolinski 
 

Evangeline Nelligan, and Shannon 

Wilken, wife and daughter of former Bro. 

Michael Nelligan.  Theresa Milton, wife 

of Brother Joe. 
 

Prayer for Healing 
 

Almighty and merciful Father, by the 

power of your command, drive away from 

me all forms of sickness and disease.  

Restore strength to my body and joy to my 

spirit, so that in my renewed health, I may 

bless and serve you, now and forever 

more. 
 

To be included in the Prayer Network, 

contact Bro. Vic Lefebvre at 905-330-

3545 or by e-mail at 

kofcholyrosary@outlook.com  

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
 

Bro. Florencio Sequeira – January 26 
 

Bro. Wrenen D Cunha – January 29 
 

Bro. Ken Fleming – January 31 

No January Wedding Anniversaries 

https://burlingtonpac.ca/events/toronto-all-star/
mailto:kofcholyrosary@outlook.com
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GRAND KNIGHT’S MESSAGE: 
 

Happy New Year to your families from Inge and I. 
 

The 2024-2025 Fraternal Year is half over and I would say that it is half full.  In reviewing what we 

have accomplished so far, I can only say that it is phenomenal.  Let’s go back to July when we 

welcomed our new Pastor and Chaplain, Father Dave.  We marked our Tenth Council Anniversary 

with a weekend of celebration:  Saturday, wine and cheese, Sunday, parish BBQ and topped it with 

a flag raising ceremony on Monday at City Hall with Mayor Marianne Mead Ward proclaiming 

Knights of Columbus Week in honour of our Council’s accomplishments. 
 

In October, we held our first Family and Youth Pasta Night.  Two sold out sittings enjoyed by our 

parish family which raised $1,000 for our Parish’s Youth Ministry.  We supported two of our major 

“life” benefactors:  Halton Alive and Halton Catholic Children’s Foundation by attending their 

fundraising dinners.  Our last four (4) bottle drives in support of the Burlington Special Olympics 

almost reached our goal of $5,000, raising $4,887.30.  Our 59th Turkey Roll and Silent Auction was 

again a tremendous success, raising over $10,000 in support of our community.  Details of the event 

in comparison with last year are posted on our website in the Council’s Document Library which can 

be found just above the Council’s Meeting Minutes Library  
 

Brother Jim Hession, our Membership Director, organized two Charity, Unity and Fraternity 

Exemplification ceremonies.  Neighbouring Councils were invited to attend; in total there were 23 

members from 10 councils exemplified; 6 were new members of our Council. 
 

As we begin the New Year, our first priority will be the Council Budget.  The finance committee, 

comprised of the Grand Knight, Financial Secretary, Treasurer and Board of Trustees will be charged 

with the task of developing the budget for 2025. 
 

In the spirit of transparency, we invite you to submit your charitable causes in writing providing the 

committee with background information and support documentation.  In choosing your charitable 

cause, please ensure that it meets the criteria established by the Charity Ad-Hoc Committee in August 

2024.  The report and criteria can be found in the Councils Document Library. 
 

Vic Lefebvre 

Grand Knight 

Fraternal Survey 

due January 31 
 

Our Financial Secretary, Brother Ken Fleming needs your report of the volunteer hours that you 

devoted to our Council in 2024.  On the next page, you will find an Individual Survey form. 

 

Please fill out the form and bring to our Membership Meeting on Tuesday, January 7 or email it to 

Brother Ken at flemingkb@hotmail.com as soon as possible. 

mailto:flemingkb@hotmail.com
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MESSAGE FROM OUR FINANCIAL ADVISER: 

 

Brothers,  

 

Happy New Year!  The Knights of Columbus has very exciting news to share as we jump into 2025. 

 

Beginning January 1, 2025, a dividend increase took effect for eligible participating insurance policies.  

This is in addition to the increased fraternal benefits announced last year.  Inspired by our founder Blessed 

Michael McGivney, we continue to seek opportunities to help provide our members with financial 

security. 

 

What does an increased dividend rate mean?  

 

Dividends are amounts that may be paid annually from the surplus funds of the Knights of Columbus and 

are paid on an equitable basis by class as determined by the Board of Directors. 

1 

 

These dividends can be used in various ways, including to: 

 

 Purchase paid up additions, which is the default option. 

 Place the dividends on deposit and earn additional interest. 

 Receive the dividends in cash. 

 Reduce billed premium.¹ 

 Reduce an existing loan. 

 

Over the past 30 years, Knights of Columbus has paid more than $22 billion in dividends and insurance 

benefits. 

 

I would love to sit down with you in the coming year to discuss how this dividend increase may help you 

achieve your financial security goals.  If you have any questions about this, or any of the benefits of having 

a Knights of Columbus insurance policy, please come chat with me, and we’ll schedule a time to meet.  

 

Thank you! 

 

Vivat Jesus 

 

Aldrin 

 

1 Dividends are not guaranteed. 2025 1/25 

 

¹ This option is not available on all policies, and not available if policy is paying premiums via a monthly 

EFT. 
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59th Annual Turkey Roll another Success 
 

For the 11th year in a row, we held our major fundraiser on Friday, December 6.  We like to give credit to 

the “Men’s Club” of Holy Rosary Parish who had the foresight to start this event in 1965.  When we 

formed our Council in 2014, we adopted it as our own.  This was the 59th consecutive event.  Covid-19 

could not stop us.  During those dark days, we held the events “virtually” thanks to the ingenuity and 

talents of our members.  During our 10 years, we have raised over $110,000 for our community.  We are 

looking forward to the 60th in 2025.  The following pictures show the support and enjoyment of our 

supporters. 

Council News 

Our Chaplain Father Dave Wilhelm participates in 

the event by purchasing his tickets from Brother 

Anthony Cordeiro 

Our friends, the Aldershot Lions and Brother 

Knight Stephen Clarke from St. Gabriel Council 

joined Brother David Lord  at refreshment booth. 

Brother Knight, Deacon Stephan Zara displays the 

lucky tickets that he has for sale to a lucky 

participant. 

Brothers Michael Walsh, Pino Albanese, Blair 

Breckenridge and his son, Jonathan at the prize 

control table. 
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Brother Anthony Cordeiro announcing that he has 

tickets for the next Roll 

Rosemary Marsh, wife of Brother Steve is ready 

to sell tickets for the next Roll. 

Darlene Halchuk with one of our Special 

Olympians ready to spin the wheel for a lucky 

winner 

Mary Ellen Marcone, wife of Brother Domenico 

serves a guest with a scrumptious beef on a bun at 

the end of the event. 

Some lucky winners with their prizes 
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Breakfast with Santa 

Saturday December 7 
 

Early in the morning, following our 

successful Turkey Roll, Brothers rose 

early to support our Holy Rosary School. 

parents with the annual Breakfast with 

Santa.  They set up their “griddles” in the 

Parish Kitchen and flipped pancakes, 

 

 

Brothers Sheldon McCormack, Pino Albanese, Jim Hession, Richard Cupido, 

Joe Milton, Danny Morosin, Dennis Galassi and David Lord 
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BACK AT HOLY ROSARY SCHOOL, 

 

Parents and students are busy setting up the venue in preparation of the arrival of the hungry families 
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437 Wilson Street East 

Ancaster, ON  L9G 3K4 
Saturday, June 14, 2025 Mark your calendar for our Retreat on 

Saturday, June 14, 2025 

 

More details coming soon 

 

Here are previews of the wonderful 

facilities: go to the website 

Mount Mary Retreat Centre | Diocese 

of Hamilton 

The Villa 

Villa Gathering Space Villa Kitchenette 

The Pillars Shrine 
 


