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Dear Brothers, 

 

As the Advent Season gets underway, I again this year invite you to join 

me in striving to prepare well for the coming of the Lord at Christmas.  In 

Advent we cry out, “Come, Lord Jesus, come!”  Since we need him in our 

world now, more than ever, such a cry from the heart makes perfect sense.  

But it calls for a heart that is cleansed, renewed, and receptive.  A heart 

that is too burdened, distracted, or self-seeking will never notice him when 

he comes…………because he usually comes to us under a disguise, often 

that of the poor and most needy. 

 

I always see Jesus’ poverty in the stable as a sign of his loving 

identification with our spiritual poverty.  Jesus’ coming was, and still is, hidden, understated, available 

only to those with eyes to see.  Born in humble surroundings, he was telling us that he knows we are all 

poor.  His saving act of total self-sacrifice on the Cross was, if anything, a still greater sharing in our 

poverty.  He took our sins on himself, set us free, made us rich.  Our state can lead us readily to despair, 

but the Child Jesus is rather the bringer of hope.  In his name, Knights of Columbus are to be bringers of 

hope, too.  A worthy Knight of Columbus realizes that, as a sinner, he is deeply poor.  But, set free by 

Christ his King, he is empowered beyond measure, and so is able to serve others in Christ’s name. 

 

All your activities, at Christmas and at other times during the year, in outreach to the poor, and in support 

of innocent and vulnerable human life, are a particularly strong reminder of the hope which flows from 

the presence of God, dwelling in our midst.  I thank you, again and again, for your generous commitment 

and witness to the gracious Christ Child of hope and joy, and I pray that you will experience that joy in 

your own lives and family settings. 

 

As one important verse of the classic Advent Hymn, “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”, expresses our living 

in hope: 

 

O Come, thou Dayspring from on high, 

And cheer us by thy drawing nigh; 

Disperse the gloomy clouds of night 

And death’s dark shadow put to flight. 

Rejoice! Rejoice!  Emmanuel 

Shall come to thee, O Israel! 

 

Here’s an Advent thought from the great reforming Bishop of the 16th century, Saint Charles Borromeo:  

“We…..offer praise and thanksgiving to the Father for the mercy and love he has shown us….In his infinite 

love for us, he sent his only Son….to enrich us with the treasures of his grace, and to make us children of 

God and heirs of eternal life.  Each year, as the Church recalls this mystery, she urges us to renew the 

memory of the great love God has shown us.  This holy season teaches us that Christ’s coming was not 

only for the benefit of his contemporaries; his power has still to be communicated to us all.  We shall share 

A MESSAGE FROM OUR CHAPLAIN, 

MONSIGNOR MARTIN VALLELY 
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his power, if, through holy faith and the sacraments, we willingly accept the grace Christ earned for us, 

and live by that grace and in obedience to Christ.” 

 

As Knights, as obedient servants of our Lord and King, we strive to continue to grow in the grace we have 

been privileged to receive.  Come, Lord Jesus, come! 

 

Brothers, a blessed Advent, and a most Happy and Holy Christmas, to you and to all whom you cherish 

and serve! 

 

Monsignor Martin Vallely 

Chaplain

PRAYER NETWORK 
 

In charity, we pray for:  

 

Brothers 

 Fr. Mike Downey 

 Ken Browne 

 Richard Cupido 

 Henry Rudachyk 

 Ted Zwolinski 

 

Evangeline Nelligan, and Shannon Wilken, wife and 

daughter of former Bro. Michael Nelligan 

 

Prayer for Healing 

 

Almighty and merciful Father, by the power of your 

command, drive away from me all forms of sickness and 

disease.  Restore strength to my body and joy to my 

spirit, so that in my renewed health, I may bless and 

serve you, now and forever more.  

 

To be included in the Prayer Network, contact Bro. Vic 

Lefebvre at 905-330-3545 or by e-mail at 

kofcholyrosary@outlook.com  

WEDDING ANNIVERSARY 

CELEBRATIONS 
 

Congratulations to: 
 

Bro. Melvin and Jennifer Ilagan 

December 18 – 23 years 

 

Bro. Florencio and Tracy Sequeira 

December 22 – 4 years 
 

Bro. Tom and Pat O’Brien 

December 26 – 60 years 
 

Bro. Howard and Lorraine McNamara 

December 27 – 67 years 
 

Bro. Mike and Linda Perron 

December 28 – 31 years 

 
 

Family Fraternal Benefits 

from a Brother Knight 

 

Call your Fraternal Adviser 

Bro. Mario Rodriguez, F.I.C. 

1-905-820-8117 

 

E-Mail:  mario.rodriguez@kofc.org 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
 

Henry Rudachyk – December 3 
 

Jim Hessian – December 8 
 

Gerald Woodman – December 21 
 

Our Lord Jesus Christ – December 25 

mailto:kofcholyrosary@outlook.com


Our Lady of the Most Holy Rosary Council 15920 December 2022 

 

 
~ 4 ~ 

287 Plains Road East, Burlington, Ontario L7T 2C7 

  

GRAND KNIGHT’S MESSAGE: 

 

Dear Brothers, 

 

Advent season is upon us and that means energy 

ramps up – shopping, parties, cooking, cleaning, 

wrapping and travelling, just to name a few 

activities.  As exhilarating (or exhausting) as these 

things can be let’s not lose sight of our own health 

– mental and physical.  This time of year can be a 

big trigger for many people – first Christmas 

without a loved one, being alone during the 

holidays, etc.  By nature we are a brotherhood that 

consistently gives to others and sometimes to our 

own detriment.  Many counsellors when advising 

a patient to take care of themselves use the oxygen 

mask analogy.  If you have ever taken a flight, the 

pre-flight instructions, when it comes to 

emergencies, is to place the oxygen mask on 

yourself before you help others.  Therefore, make 

sure you are mentally and physically ready before 

you help others.  I remember hearing this analogy 

and thinking it was selfish but soon I realized that 

if I didn’t find pieces in my life that would fill me 

up (i.e. Family, friends, etc.) then eventually I 

would exhaust myself and be helpful to no one. 

 

So this holiday season be selfish and fill yourself 

up with all the goodness and wonder that this time 

of year brings.  And with your renewed energy, 

pour yourself into someone else that may be 

struggling.  Make yourself a priority, make your 

health a top priority and everything else will fall 

into place. 

 

With an abundance of blessings this Christmas 

Season, 

Mark, GK #15920 

CALENDAR 

OF 

COUNCIL EVENTS 
 

Dec.  2 – Annual Turkey Roll 

  Holy Rosary School 

  Set up – after 3 pm 

  Doors open – 7:00 pm 

 

Dec.  3 – Breakfast with Santa 

  See Ken Fleming for Details 

 

Dec.  3 – Christmas Parade set up 

  City Garage – Harvester Road 

  See Ken Fleming for Details 

 

Dec.  4 – Christmas Parade – 2 pm 

 

Dec.  6 – Council Business Meeting – 7 pm 

 

December 8 to 10 

Good Shepherd Food Drive 

Longo’s Market - Plains Road 

 

Dec. 25 – Christmas Day 

 

Jan.  1 –  New Year’s Day 

 

Jan.   3 –  Council Business Meeting – 7 pm 

 

Big Band Concert is Back 

Toronto All-Star Big Band 

Sunday, January 29 

2:00 pm Matinee 

Burlington Performing Arts Centre 

 

Jan. 31 –  Fraternal Survey is due 

57th ANNUAL TURKEY ROLL 
 

HOLY ROSARY SCHOOL GYM 
 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 2, 2022 – 7:00 PM 
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Bell Bazaar 

 
Our first post covid-19 Bell Bazaar took place on November 5.  The CWL and Craft Ladies did an 

outstanding job on this year’s Bazaar and it was probably the best one ever as they raised over $18,000.  

Special thank you to Brothers Ken Fleming, David Lord, Howard McNamara and Danny Morosin, for 

helping with the set-up and clean -up afterwards. 

 

Council News 
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Halton Catholic Children’s Foundation “Evening with Bishop Crosby” 
 

Brother Marc Clare Executive Director of the Halton Catholic Children’s Foundation (HCCF) did another 

amazing job organizing and carrying out another very successful fundraiser in support of the less fortunate 

Catholic families in Halton Region. 

 

Our council shared a table with the parish and we enjoyed a great evening of delicious food and great 

conversation.  Those attending were:  Monsignor Martin, Mary and Dan Edmondstone, Ken and Dianne 

Fleming, Cristian Lecanda, Vic Lefebvre and Inge Gaspari and David and Marie Lord.  Monsignor Martin 

said the opening prayer for the event and Bishop Crosby gave his usual very heartfelt speech. 

 

According to Marc, the event raised around $30,000 which will be used to assist those families in the 

region that are in need of financial support.  The honoured guest was Bishop Crosby of course but there 

were two other special guest speakers both of whom were recipients of support from the foundation.  Both 

of their stories were very emotional and very clearly brought home the message that the need of help for 

those struggling families is very real.  Thank you, Marc and the Foundation, for what you do.  
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Knights Participate in the Burlington Remembrance Day Parade 
 

Despite the dwindling number of active 4th degree members, the Knights of Columbus were represented 

in this year’s Burlington Remembrance Day parade.  Joining the other members of the Pope John Paul II 

Assembly were council Brothers Blair Breckenridge, SK Ken Fleming, PGK and SK David Lord. The 

parade route started at Central High School on Baldwin and made its way down Brant Street to the 

Cenotaph at city hall. 

 

Despite the persistent rain there was a fairly large crowd watching and cheering on the veterans and other 

parade groups.  Faithful Navigator Sir Knight Tom O’Brien organized the participating Sir Knights which 

included Patrick Briggs, PGK,PFN,FDD, David D Souza, Loy De Mello and Frank Miele, PFN. 
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Upcoming Events for Our Council 
 

December 2 - Turkey Roll and Silent Auction. 7 PM To 11 PM 
 

This is the most important event for our council and to be successful it needs 

the participation and support of all members of our council.  Please come 

out and help set-up, participate and enjoy this fun event. 

 

 

December 3 – Breakfast with Santa 
 

This is the first time since 2019 that Holy Rosary School has 

been able to have this event.  Santa and his helpers will be 

preparing a great breakfast for the kids and their families and 

the Knights will be helping in two important ways.  We will 

be setting up and supplying the tables for the event as well 

as helping to cook the hundreds of pancakes required to feed 

the hungry families. 

 

We need Knights to come out at 7 AM on Saturday morning (yes this is just a few hours after we have 

cleaned up from the Turkey Roll), to cook the pancakes.  Please let Ken Fleming know if you can come 

out to help. 

 

December 3 and 4th – Burlington Santa Claus Parade 
 

On Saturday December 3rd members of all of the Burlington councils led by our 

brothers at council 5073 will be setting up and decorating the float for the parade 

(time and location to be announced).  Brother David Kenel has volunteered to 

help but we could use others that would like to help with the float preparation.  

Please let Ken Fleming know if you can help. 

 

The parade itself will take place on Sunday afternoon starting at 2 PM.  Some 

members of the Special Olympics have been invited to ride on the float again this 

year.  Volunteers are required to help clean-up on Sunday around 3 PM.  Please come out and help and 

cheer on the Knights and enjoy the parade. 

 

\December 8, 9 And 10 – Good Shepherd Food Drive At Longo’s 
 

Knights from all of District 62 will be out to promote this event 

and Brother Marc Clare will be the lead for our council.  An email 

has gone out to all of you from Marc looking for volunteers to fill 

any of the 2-hour time slots available on those dates.  Please let 

Marc know if you can help with this important event. 
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We are grateful for the support of  

our 2022 Turkey Roll Sponsors 

Please patronize and recommend them 
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Brothers Help Out at Holy Rosary 
 

Brothers Andrzej Kemnitz, Vic Lefebvre, and 

Howard McNamara help out the parish by regularly 

serving at Masses and funerals. Brothers Ken 

Fleming, Jim Hession, David Lord, Joe Milton, 

Sheldon McCormack and Howard McNamara have 

been helping in the Parish Centre with the Heritage 

Room and the kitchen.  Kitchen renovation plans are 

progressing well.  Work will start early in 2023. 

 

 

Special Olympics 
 

Our Special Olympics bottle drive is now complete 

for 2022.  We will start up again next year on 

Tuesday May 23, 2023.  Thanks to all the brothers 

that helped make 2022 a success. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cobs Bakery  
 

The Cobs bread team continues despite some 

setbacks including locating organizations able to 

make use of the hundreds of pounds of fresh bread 

made available by our members each week.  Great 

work Brothers Jim Hession, Willie Joki, Vic 

Lefebvre, Blaise Mac Isaac, Sheldon McCormack 

and Stephen Verschuren. 

Knights in Action November 2022 
 


