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Dear Brothers, 

 

Once again, and ever more swiftly all the time (it seems) we come round to 

the Holy Season.  I hope and pray that you are doing well!  The world 

continues to struggle in so many ways.  “Peace On Earth” appears ever more 

elusive.  But we are a people of hope!  The coming of the Christ Child renews 

that hope within us, and we commit ourselves again to the work of being 

peacemakers in daily life.  May love for God and for one another grow ever 

stronger and more vibrant within our hearts and souls. 

 

But this calls for hearts that are cleansed, renewed, and receptive.  A heart that is too burdened, distracted, 

or self-seeking will never notice Jesus when he comes…………because he usually comes to us under a 

disguise, often that of the poor and most needy.  Daily acts of kindness and sacrifice will always be the 

way forward.  In Christ’s name, Knights of Columbus are to be bringers of hope.  A worthy Knight realizes 

that, as a sinner, he is deeply poor.  But, set free by Christ his King, he is empowered beyond measure, 

and so is able to serve others in Christ’s name. 

 

It is so heart-warming to keep in community with you!  I ask God’s choicest blessings to be upon you and 

your families this Advent and Christmas, and for the New Year 2024 to come.  It will be another busy 

year for our Council and our parish, notably as our Council celebrates its 10th Anniversary! 

 

It seems to me that a suitable cardinal virtue to reflect on in Advent is fortitude.  This one may sound at 

least a little familiar, because it is also one of the seven Gifts of the Holy Spirit, and we remember having 

to memorize all of those for Confirmation.  In more recent years, “fortitude” has often been re-branded as 

“courage”.  Fair enough.  It takes a great deal of courage to live the Christian life fully, especially in these 

difficult times in which we are now living.  Fortitude is necessary in order to overcome that fear which so 

often paralyzes us.  We call on this virtue, and strengthen it through prayer and practice, so that we will 

not shrink from giving clear witness to who we are and what we believe.  Since Knights of Columbus are 

men of open, visible, active witness to Christ the King, the courage of our convictions is absolutely 

necessary.  This past week, I was privileged once again to be part of a Degree Exemplification ceremony 

for our Council.  The beautiful, stirring words about Charity, Unity, and Fraternity, the principles of our 

Order, were once again recited.  Those words, those principles, are a clarion call to courage in all our 

actions for the Lord and for all our brothers and sisters.  We stand, and stand up, for Christ. 

A MESSAGE FROM OUR CHAPLAIN, 

MONSIGNOR MARTIN VALLELY 

http://www.kofccouncil15920.ca/
https://twitter.com/AldershotKofC
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I do believe, however, that there is another shade of meaning to fortitude, an even deeper one.  The 

Catechism uses words such as “resolve”, “firmness”, “constancy” to articulate the effects of the virtue.  I 

find myself thinking:  “faithfulness”.  Or, put rather less elegantly, “’stick-with-it’-ive-ness”.  The 

Christian of fortitude does not abandon his commitment, or even slacken in it, but remains steadfast and 

faithful in service and care---whether this is convenient or inconvenient.  The flight from responsibility, 

of which we spoke last month, is an extraordinarily immature stance in life, a path taken by so many.  

Fortitude helps us to stay obedient to our commitments, even when we do not feel like it. 

 

Why do I think this is a suitable virtue on which to reflect during Advent?  Because Advent is traditionally 

a time for us to honour the faithfulness of God, who promised a Saviour and has fulfilled that promise.  

His faithfulness is an incentive and a grace for our own commitment to steadfast love.  In Advent, we 

reflect on waiting, on longing, on attentive “being on guard” for the Lord’s coming.  It is much easier to 

undertake that attentive, creative waiting when we have faithful fortitude to guide us.  This is especially 

useful when life can seem dreary and mundane, threatening or overwhelming.  Further, in Advent we draw 

so much inspiration from the patience, courage, and faithfulness of Mary, Joseph, John the Baptist, and 

other great figures who are presented to us.  Their steadfastness paved the way for the Christ, and they 

intercede for us still. 

 

I pray that your Advent days may strengthen your own fortitude, your own living fully for Christ, the one 

who came to us to set us free.  God’s Christmas and New Year blessings on you and yours, dear brothers! 

 

Monsignor Martin Vallely 

Chaplain 

Congratulations 

 

Victor and Inge 

Lefebvre 

 

October 27, 2023 
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GRAND KNIGHT’S MESSAGE: 
 

Brother Knights. 

 

We encountered a logistic challenge as we were 

finalizing plans for our Annual Turkey Roll.  To align 

with Halton District Catholic School Board Policy, 

we could only provide “non-alcoholic” beverages at 

this year’s event.  Happily, I can report that this 

change did not appear to impact our patrons.  Event 

results are being compiled at this time.  A full 

“successful” report will be provided at our meeting on 

Tuesday, December 5. 

 

On November 11, our Brothers participated in the 

Remembrance Day ceremonial at City Hall.  On 

November 13, we attended the Halton Catholic 

Children’s Foundation “Dinner with Bishop Crosby”.  

On November 18, we delivered our last “bottle 

returns” to the Beer Distribution Centre.  A full report 

on the success of this year’s Bottle Drive is found on 

page 7. 

 

We are the host Council for the Basketball Free 

Throw Competitions on February 3, 2024.  Happy to 

report, that our committee has completed all 

preliminary work to ensure that all schools have been 

invited as well as all dignitaries.  Thanks to Brothers 

Ken Fleming, David Lord and Joe Milton. 

 

Tickets are now on sale at the Burlington Performing 

Arts Centre for the Toronto All-Star Big Band 

Concert on January 28, 2024.  Now is the time for you 

to consider buying your tickets or giving a Christmas 

present to those special people who have everything.  

Tickets are only $48.00 for a wonderful afternoon 

matinee of Swing Music. 

 

Plans for our Council’s 10th Anniversary will be 

discussed at future Officer Planning Meetings.  We 

welcome your ideas; share with your executive at our 

meeting on Tuesday, December 5. 

 

Vic Lefebvre 

Grand Knight 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
 

Bro. Henry Rudachyk – December 3 
 

Bro. Cristian Lecanda – December 5 
 

Bro. Jim Hession – December 8 
 

Bro. Gerald Woodman – December 21 

WEDDING ANNIVERSARY 

CELEBRATIONS 
 

Congratulations to: 
 

Bro. Melvin and Jennifer Ilagan 

December 18 – 24 years 
 

Bro. Florencio and Tracy Sequeira 

December 22 – 5 years 
 

Bro. Tom and Pat O’Brien 

December 26 – 61 years 
 

Bro. Howard and Lorraine McNamara 

December 27 – 68 years 
 

Bro. Mike and Linda Perron 

December 28 – 32 years 

FOOD DRIVE 

for the 

GOOD SHEPHERD 
 

Longo’s on Plains Road 
 

Thursday, December 7 

Friday, December 8 
 

In Support for those who are in need. 
 

Call Bro. Marc Clare 

at 905-979-3817 

to volunteer 
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PRAYER NETWORK 
 

In charity, we pray for:  
 

Brothers 

 Ken Browne 

 Richard Cupido 

 Ken Fleming 

 Larry Helm 

 Henry Rudachyk 

 Ted Zwolinski 
 

Evangeline Nelligan, and Shannon Wilken, 

wife and daughter of former Bro. Michael 

Nelligan.  Theresa Milton, wife of Brother 

Joe. 

 

Prayer for Healing 
 

Almighty and merciful Father, by the power 

of your command, drive away from me all 

forms of sickness and disease.  Restore 

strength to my body and joy to my spirit, so 

that in my renewed health, I may bless and 

serve you, now and forever more. 
 

To be included in the Prayer Network, 

contact Bro. Vic Lefebvre at 905-330-3545 

or by e-mail at kofcholyrosary@outlook.com  

CALENDAR 

OF 

COUNCIL EVENTS 
 

Dec.  1 – Turkey Roll 

Dec.  2 – Breakfast with Santa 

Dec.  3 – Santa Claus Parade 

Dec.  5 – Membership Meeting – 7 pm 

Dec. 7 & 8 – Longo’s Food Drive 

Dec. 19 – Council Officer Planning Meeting – 7 pm 

Dec. 25 – Christmas Day 

Dec. 30 – 31 – Consecration to the Holy Family 

at all Masses 
 

Jan.  1 – New Year’s Day 

Jan.  2 – Membership Meeting – 7 pm 

Jan. 16 – Council Officer Planning Meeting – 7pm 

Jan. 27 – Special Olympics Basketball Tournament 

Jan. 28 – Big Band Concert (see Poster on page 8) 

Click here to buy tickets 
 

Feb.  3 – Basketball Free Throw Competitions 

Notre Dame High School 

8:30 to 12 noon 

Feb.  6 – Membership Meeting – 7 pm 

Feb. 14 – Ash Wednesday 

Feb. 20 – Council Officer Planning Meeting – 7 pm 

Feb. 24 – Basketball Free Throw Regionals 

Feb. 26 – Special Olympics Flag Raising 

 
 

Family Fraternal Benefits 

from a Brother Knight 

 
Attending the event (clockwise) Sheila and Sheldon 

McCormack, Inge and Vic Lefebvre, Aaron D’Cunha, 

Msgr. Martin, Jim and Diane Hession 

HALTON ALIVE GALA – OCTOBER 20 

mailto:kofcholyrosary@outlook.com
https://burlingtonpac.ca/events/toronto-all-star/
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On November 28, we held an Exemplification of Charity, Unity and Fraternity for 

Brother Cristian Lecanda 
 

 

  

Council News 

The Exemplification Team with Brother Cristian Lecanda 

Steve Marsh, Msgr. Martin, Jim Hession, Richard Cupido 

Cristian Lecanda, Deacon Zara, Patrick Petrowski, Ken Fleming 



Our Lady of the Most Holy Rosary Council 15920 December 2023 

 

 
~ 6 ~ 

287 Plains Road East, Burlington, Ontario L7T 2C7 

Halton Catholic Children’s Foundation 

Dinner with Bishop Crosby 

November 13, 2023 

 
On November 13, we attended the Halton Catholic Children’s Foundation “Dinner with Bishop Crosby” 

event in support of their efforts to raise funds to continue with their mission of providing financial support 

to students.  This was a co-sponsored event with our Holy Rosary Parish.   

Attending the evening (clockwise) Msgr. Martin, Vic and Inge Lefebvre, Jim and Diane Hession, 

Hilda Cirotto, Dan Edmondstone, Chris Gibbons, Mary Edmondstone – missing from picture, but 

attending the event:  Dennis Gibbons 
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2023 Bottle Drive Update 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Basketball Free Throw Council Competitions 

Notre Dame High School 

Saturday, February 3, 2024 
 

  

Special Olympics Fund-Raising Status 2023 
 

Collections To Date 

 Collected over the winter $ 1,083.50 

 May collection $ 1,440.00 

 July collection $    730.30 

 August collection   (included in September) 

 September collection $ 1,010.70 

 October collection $    526.20 

  Total collected to date $ 4,790.70 
 

Donated To Special Olympics YTD 

 Flag Relay Donations $    305.00 

 August 8 Special Olympics presentation $ 2,300.00 

 Donations Received $    105.00 

 Truck rentals to date $    620.90 

 Other expenses to date $    169.80 

  Total disbursements $ 3,290.70 

Balance To Date- To Be Donated Later $ 1,500.00 
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