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Dear Brothers, 

 

Trusting you are all well and at peace!  We have certainly been 

experiencing some extraordinary weather and climate conditions across 

our land and around the world, in these more recent months.  They say that 

this is going to go down as the hottest month ever recorded; I suspect that 

record will not stand for very long.  Continue to pray for our fragile planet, 

that we might each do our part to steward this earth’s graces with reverence 

and care.  I hope you will enjoy the rest of the summer, as we look forward 

to another busy Fraternal Year for our Council, eagerly anticipating celebrating the 10th Anniversary of 

our founding here at Holy Rosary. 

 

While on the subject of founding, I once again draw your attention to the fact that August is the month for 

marking the birthday, death day, and feast day of our beloved founder, Blessed Michael J. McGivney.  

(They are August 12th, 14th, and 13th, respectively!)  Continue to pray for his canonization to come 

swiftly---we shall now be starting to conclude all our Council Meetings with the Prayer for his 

canonization.  At this stage of the canonization process, his feast day can only be formally celebrated in 

the Archdiocese of Hartford, Connecticut (where I note that recently a parish has been named for him, for 

the first time).  But we can all offer a special prayer of gratitude to Blessed Father McGivney for his 

compassionate, courageous, visionary life and witness---and for his bringing into existence our Order, and 

all the opportunities and graces we share by our belonging to the Knights, and by our living commitment 

to its ideals. 

 

I was very proud of our Knights for your first-ever work of providing a BBQ to close our Vacation Bible 

Camp, last month.  It was deeply appreciated by our Youth and Family Minister, Cristian Lecanda, and 

by all who were working with him on the successful Camp, and of course by the children who had enjoyed 

that creative, well-run week.  Our Bible Camp is growing steadily all the time, becoming a treasured 

highlight of the year.  You may have noticed on the campers’ T-shirts that the theme and logo for the week 

was “Re-Building the Church”.  Each day, a particular virtue was centred out for reflection and activities, 

whether it be patience, kindness, etc.  The image of “re-building the Church” has its roots, in part, in the 

famous command given by Jesus to Saint Francis of Assisi, when the young Francis was praying before 

an image of the Crucified Christ in the Church of San Damiano in Assisi.  The image of Jesus on the Cross 

came alive, and literally spoke to Francis, telling him to “go re-build my Church”. 

A MESSAGE FROM OUR CHAPLAIN, 

MONSIGNOR MARTIN VALLELY 

http://www.kofccouncil15920.ca/
https://twitter.com/AldershotKofC
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At first, Francis did not really understand what was being asked of him, and for a while he could be seen 

labouriously attempting to re-construct old broken-down churches and chapels in the vicinity.  Eventually 

Francis came to realize that he was really being asked to lead a spiritual renewal, which would reshape 

the spirit and attitude of the community of Christ’s Church---its people, not just its buildings.  Francis 

undertook this by a life of radical discipleship, poverty, and community, by fostering an intimacy with 

God so intense that in his case it even led to him receiving the stigmata, the very wounds of Jesus.  Francis 

remains to this day one of the most celebrated and honoured Saints of all history. 
 

A famous quote attributed to Francis (though it is now doubted that he was actually the one who said it) 

is that he told his followers:  “Go and preach the Gospel.  Even use words, if necessary.”  This intriguing 

directive seems to be a bit puzzling, for sure!  What is meant by it is that the best proclaiming of Christ 

that anyone will ever do is by the life they live, and the example they give.  Words are obviously necessary, 

to spread the Good News.  But those words fall on deaf ears if they are not backed up by the commitment 

of one’s life and actions.  The implication for us Knights should be obvious.  It is by our outward actions 

that we will really touch hearts.  We are always concerned in our Council about attracting new Members 

from among the men in our parish.  Fair enough.  Let’s never forget that our united witness to Christ by 

our generous, self-sacrificial actions will always be our most effective recruitment campaign. 
 

This is a good thing to keep in mind for our own continued personal spiritual growth and renewal, too.  

Elsewhere, Francis said:  “Remember that when you leave this earth, you can take with you nothing that 

you have received---only what you have given.”  That is another intriguing and paradoxical thought!  

Knights of Columbus are men who do a lot of good in this world, while not seeking this world’s rewards.  

We seek only to become as much like Christ as possible.  May our Council march into the new Fraternal 

Year with an earnest focus on the Lord, praying to be able to do his will, and enter fully into his life. 
 

During this past year, I have provided you each month with quotations from assorted figures of wisdom 

in our tradition.  Hopefully these have made us all think deeply about our vocation as men of Christ.  What 

could be more appropriate than to close this series with a quotation form Scripture itself!  I leave you with 

the wonderful words of Saint Paul (Ephesians 3:14-21), and I make them my own prayer for all of you, 

dear Brothers: 

 

“For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, from whom every family in 

heaven and on earth takes its name. 
 

I pray that, according to the riches of his glory, he may grant that you may be 

strengthened in your inner being with power through his Spirit, and that Christ may 

dwell in your hearts through faith, as you are being rooted and grounded in love. 
 

I pray that you may have the power to comprehend, with all the saints, what is the 

breadth and length and height and depth, and to know the love of Christ that 

surpasses knowledge, so that you may be filled with all the fullness of God. 
 

Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish abundantly far 

more than all we can ask or imagine, to him be glory in the church and in Christ 

Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen.” 

 

Monsignor Martin Vallely 

Chaplain 
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GRAND KNIGHT’S MESSAGE: 
 

Brother Knights. 

 

We always find much to do in July and this 

July was no exception.  I hope you enjoyed 

Canada’s 156th birthday celebrations with your 

families. 

 

July 4th was our second successful Special 

Olympics bottle drive followed with an 

informal but productive Membership meeting.  

I thank Deputy Grand Knight Marc Clare for 

chairing the meeting while I was on vacation.  

Your feedback was reviewed at the Officers’ 

Planning Meeting on July 18.  The next phase 

of that exercise will be unveiled by Deputy 

Grand Knight Marc at our August 1 BBQ 

meeting. 

 

On July 11, Ken Fleming, with his brother 

Tom, Jim Hession and I participated in the 

Halton Catholic Children’s Foundation 12th 

Annual Charity Golf Classic at Piper’s Heath 

Golf Club.  We didn’t walk away with any 

prizes, but we had a wonderful time supporting 

a very worthy cause.  I invite more of you 

golfers to consider joining us next year. 

 

On Friday, July 14, we cooked up a storm for 

the Vacation Bible Camp windup.  Thank you 

Brothers for the great effort.   

 

As directed by Supreme, we started using the 

new meeting formats with the Council Officers 

Planning Meeting on July 18.  The Members 

Meeting format will be introduced at the 

September 5 meeting.  On page 5 of this 

publication, you will find a summary of 

“frequently asked questions” to explain why 

the changes are being made. 

 

Vic Lefebvre 

Grand Knight 

DEPUTY GRAND KNIGHT’S MESSAGE: 
 

Council 15920 Brainstorm Update 

 

Hello Brothers 

 

At our meeting in July, we had the opportunity to 

get your feedback on 3 questions: 

 

1) What do you like about our Council? 

2) Areas to improve our Council? 

3) Next Steps? 

 

Thank you to the 13 Brothers who were able to 

attend and provided really valuable feedback.  I 

think there was excellent discussion, and I very 

much appreciate your involvement and insight. 

 

I shared this feedback at the Officers’ Planning 

meeting on July 18.  The Officers had some further 

discussion and provided some further feedback.  

They requested that Brother Jim Hession and I 

meet to summarize / organize some of the thoughts 

we received from you.  Brother Jim and I met on 

July 26 to do this.  See the files for the summary 

in a separate e-mail. 

 

We would like to take a few minutes to review this 

with the Council at our August 1 meeting, and we 

would appreciate any further insight that any of 

our Brothers would like to add. 

 

Your input and feedback in this process has been 

so very valuable, and the Officers are committed 

to continuing to engage with our Council members 

for discussion and feedback, and to provide clear 

communication about the process. 

 

Thank you again for your commitment to our 

Council. 

 

God bless,  

 

Marc Clare 

Deputy Grand Knight 

Council 15920 
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PRAYER NETWORK 
 

In charity, we pray for:  
 

Brothers 

 Fr. Mike Downey 

 Ken Browne 

 Richard Cupido 

 Henry Rudachyk 

 Ted Zwolinski 
 

Evangeline Nelligan, and Shannon Wilken, 

wife and daughter of former Bro. Michael 

Nelligan 
 

Prayer for Healing 
 

Almighty and merciful Father, by the power of 

your command, drive away from me all forms 

of sickness and disease.  Restore strength to my 

body and joy to my spirit, so that in my 

renewed health, I may bless and serve you, 

now and forever more. 
 

To be included in the Prayer Network, contact 

Bro. Vic Lefebvre at 905-330-3545 or by e-

mail at kofcholyrosary@outlook.com  

CALENDAR 

OF 

COUNCIL EVENTS 
 

Aug.  1 –  Membership Meeting – 7 pm 

Aug.  7 –  Civic Holiday 

Aug.  8 –  Special Olympic Bottle Drive 3 – 6 pm 

Aug. 15 – Council Officer Planning Meeting 

Heritage Room 7 pm 

Aug. 20 – Awards Presentation at the 10 am Mass 

Aug. 22 – Bocce Special Olympics Challenge 

 LaSalle Park – 6:30 – 8:00 pm 

 

Sept.  4 – Labour Day 

Sept.  5 – Special Olympic Bottle Drive 3 – 6 pm 

Sept.  5 –  Membership Meeting – 7 pm 

Sept.  9 – Installation of Officers after 5 pm Mass 

Sept. 19 – Council Officer Planning Meeting 

Heritage Room 7 pm 

 

Oct.  3 –  Membership Meeting – 7:00 pm 

 

Oct.  7 – The Feast of our Patroness 

 Our Lady of the Most Holy Rosary 

 

Oct.   9 – Thanksgiving weekend 

Oct. 10 – Special Olympic Bottle Drive 3 – 6 pm 

Oct. 17 – Council Officer Planning Meeting 

Heritage Room 7 pm 

 

Halton Alive Gala 

Friday, October 20 – 6 pm 

Details being finalized 

WEDDING ANNIVERSARY 

CELEBRATIONS 
 

Congratulations to: 

 

Bro. Aurel and Alina Chiasson 

August 6 – 63 years 

 

Bro. Sheldon and Sheila McCormack 

August 10 – 32 years 

 

Bro. Don and Nancy Prescott 

August 15 – 53 years 

 

Bro. Camille and Annette Johnson 

August 18 – 28 years 

 

Bro. Michal and Melissa Janecek 

August 24 – 5 years 

ORDINATION ANNIVERSARY 
 

Congratulations 
 

Father Paul Edmondstone 

August 15 – 3 years 

mailto:kofcholyrosary@outlook.com
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NEW GUIDELINES FOR COUNCIL MEETIMGS: 
 

The following is an extract of some of the frequently asked 

questions provided by Supreme.  A complete list can be found at 

the following link:  Frequently Asked Questions 

 

Question & Answers 
 

 Is the Guidelines for Council Meetings consistent with 

the Charter, Constitution and Laws of the Knights of 

Columbus (CCL)?   
A variance to the current CCL has been approved by the 

Board of Directors. This authorizes the council meeting 

changes pending a formal CCL update at the next Supreme 

Convention. 

 

 Are councils required to hold two meetings per month?  

Yes.  Council meetings and Officer Planning meetings are 

both required each month. 

 

 Are we required to include fraternal socializing on 

meeting nights?   
No, but you are strongly encouraged to do so.  Fraternal 

socializing is a great way to improve attendance at 

meetings and is one of the unique benefits of our Order.  

Every effort should be made to have informal fraternal 

socializing among brothers before or after meetings. 

 

 Can council votes be held at an Officers’ Planning meeting?   
No.  Council votes can only be held at Council Meetings. 

 

 Can minutes from a previous meeting be posted on a council webpage so they do not have to 

be read at the current meeting?   
Meeting minutes can be posted on a council webpage if access is password protected and 

accessible only to members.  Notification should be sent to all members when minutes have been 

posted. 

 

 Do the Treasurer and Financial Secretary both speak during the Financial Report of the 

Council meeting?   
The script only mentions the Treasurer.  In general, the Financial Report will cover only the status 

of council accounts managed by the Treasurer.  The Financial Secretary may be asked to provide 

a report on other timely matters, or in response to a question from the members. 

 

 Does the Financial Secretary report on council standing, dues collection, etc. only at the 

Officers’ Planning Meeting?   

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
 

Mike Perron 

August 3 
 

Stephen Verschuren 

August 5 
 

Mark Freeman 

August 12 
 

Hugo Aponte 

August 14 
 

Reverend Michael Downey 

August 14 
 

Reverend Martin Vallely 

August 15 
 

Richard Cupido 

August 20 
 

Lino Fera 

August 23 
 

Andres France Aguilar 

August 31 

https://www.kofc.org/en/resources/for-members/new-guidelines-for-council-meetings-qa.pdf
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The Financial Secretary provides a complete and full report at the Officers’ Planning meeting.  

Members interested in the details of council finances should attend the Officers’ Planning meeting 

where more in depth financial discussions take place. 

 

 When and at which meeting should a member raise a new topic or issue?   
A member should notify the Grand Knight, prior to any meeting, of a new topic or issue he would 

like to raise.  This allows the Grand Knight time to discuss the matter with his leadership team 

and, if necessary, add the item to an upcoming meeting agenda.  Suggestions and new topics should 

be addressed at the Officers’ Planning meeting.  However, time sensitive or emergency issues may 

be raised during the New Business portion of a Council meeting. 

 

 Is the Recorder required to keep minutes of the Officers’ Planning meeting?   

Anything that needs to be included in the formal record of the council must be mentioned or 

presented at the subsequent Council meeting.  The Council meeting is where votes are held, and 

decisions are formally ratified. 

 

 Can we still use the Opening and Closing Odes? 
Nearly 55,000 responses were received from an all member survey on council meetings.  All 

standard meeting agenda items were value ranked and the Odes were deemed to be of very low 

value.  The new meeting agenda retains only the most highly valued and essential agenda items in 

the hope that members will find a council meeting to be a satisfying use of their time.  Councils 

may continue to sing the Opening or Closing Odes if the members vote to do so, but they are not 

part of the official agenda. 

 

 Are the District Deputy and Field Agent Reports required at Council meetings?   
Yes.  If the District Deputy and Field Agent are present, they should give a report to the 

membership.  They should strive to meet the three minute guideline for their reports and respect 

the Grand Knight’s efforts to keep the meeting to one hour.  If more time is needed, they should 

make arrangements in advance and allow the Grand Knight to adjust the agenda accordingly. 

 

 Are councils required to have a formal budget?  
A well-planned budget is an essential best practice of successful councils.  It provides financial 

transparency to the membership and a planning template for future council leaders.  It also ensures 

that meetings are not bogged down with voting on each project or program expense individually.  

Every council, regardless of size, should have a budget. 

 

 What is included in the Financial Report? 
The Financial Report should be limited to a status of the council's bank accounts, including 

aggregate receipts and expenditures, funds raised from events, and charitable contributions by the 

council.  It should assure members that adequate funds are available for upcoming commitments. 

 

For a complete list of the questions and answers, please go to the following Supreme link: 

 

Frequently Asked Questions 
 

  

https://www.kofc.org/en/resources/for-members/new-guidelines-for-council-meetings-qa.pdf
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A MESSAGE FROM OUR FINANCIAL ADVISER 

 

Worthy Brother Knights, 

 

I was watching television the other day and saw an advertisement with the theme 

“Shop Local.” The ad touted the many benefits of putting your dollars to work with 

businesses that are owned and operated by those folks who live and work right in 

your community.  In addition to supporting the local neighbourhood and 

community, the ad pointed to the personal service and the unique products one can 

find locally.  Big box stores are great, they are convenient and provide goods at 

competitive prices.  But many products are uniform; you can get the same thing at 

many other places.  Their service is sometimes wanting; I can remember wandering 

in a big box retailer looking for help.  However, when I shop at some of my favorite 

local spots, I always get a genuine greeting, personal help and the feeling that they 

really appreciate me being there and supporting them. 

 

All this got me thinking about our local councils.  The Order is doing great things 

in countries far and wide.  We have big ideas, big plans…and they are important 

and have tremendous impact on making our world better.  But on a local level you 

members are the face of the Knights of Columbus.  When our local Catholic 

community thinks of the Knights of Columbus, I’m sure it is you members who 

come to mind.  Our Catholic community sees all the good works you do locally.  

They see you volunteering to help at parish events, supporting your pastor in his 

needs.  Local folks see you handing out coats for kids, holding fundraisers to help 

local families, taking the lead at sacramental events, visiting the homebound.  For 

the Catholics in the council and in the parish—you, my Brother Knights…you, are 

the Knights of Columbus.  You represent all that is good in our Order.  When you 

lead with faith, protect your family, serve others and defend your values, you are a 

witness inspired by our founding principles. 

 

Our Supreme Convention in Orlando, Florida, highlighted many of the 

accomplishments from the previous fraternal year.  I think we can all be justly proud 

of the difference the Knights of Columbus makes.  Thank you for all you do!  I 

want to congratulate you on your contribution to the Order’s success and especially 

for the impact you in this council have had on the local Catholic community! 

 

Vivat Jesus! 

 

Aldrin 
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July – Bottle Drive 
 

July marked our second Bottle Drive.  The impact of the lifting of Covid restrictions are resulted in a 

reduction in our collections.  That means that people are maybe drinking less or returning their own 

empties. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

2023 Bottle Drive Update 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Council News 

Special Olympics Fund-Raising Status 2023 
 

Collections To Date 

 Collected over the winter $ 1,083.99 

 May collection $ 1,494.51 

 July collection $    730.30 

 August collection TBD 

 September collection TBD 

 October collection TBD 

  Total collected to date $ 3,308.80 
 

Donated To Special Olympics YTD 

 Flag Relay Donations $   305.00 

 Special donations received  

 Truck rentals to date $   701.72 

 Other expenses to date  

  Total disbursements $ 1,006.72 

Balance To Date- To Be Donated Later $ 2,302.08 

Sorting our Collections Getting ready to return our collection to the 

Distribution Centre in Stoney Creek 
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Vacation Bible Camp BBQ 
 

Our Parish Youth and Family Minister, Christian Lecanda, invited us to provide BBQ’d refreshments for 

this year’s Vacation Bible Camp 

  

Getting the BBQ ready for Action Cooking for the Hungry 

Serving the Hungry Monsignor Martin and Vacationers 

savouring the offerings 
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We are grateful for the support of 

our 2022 Turkey Roll Sponsors 

Please patronize and recommend them 


