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Dear Brothers, 
 

I bless you with the 

mighty joy of the 

Lord’s Resurrection!  

There is something 

very special about our 

10th Anniversary of 

Founding coming on 

Good Friday, right at the very heart of the Church’s 

Liturgical Year.  Knights of Columbus always 

march behind the banner of the Cross of Christ, and 

go out boldly and compassionately to those who 

labour under heavy crosses in what life has thrown 

at them.  When you saw your brothers carrying the 

Cross up to the front of the church for veneration 

during the Good Friday 3:00 P.M. Liturgy, I hope 

you saw in that symbolic gesture the call of all 

Knights to help bear the crosses of others.  May I 

take this opportunity to thank you, with all my heart, 

for your gracious, visible witness of faith, 

generosity, and encouragement in all you do.  I see 

in it the light of the Resurrection, beyond the Cross-

--and it augurs so well for the future of our parish 

community and those whom we serve. 
 

Now, having gone beyond the Cross, having been 

raised from death to eternal life, Jesus has re-written 

our story, from tragedy to triumph.  When all is said 

and done, Knights of Columbus are ultimately to be 

seen as men of the Resurrection.  For whom else do 

we serve, whom else could we serve, but a LIVING 

King and Lord? 

It is so important for us to remember that the 

Resurrection of Jesus was not intended to be 

remembered as just a one-time, long-ago event, 

however magnificent.  Rather, the triumph of Jesus 

over death is something permanently engraved upon 

the entire universe, all times and all places.  It has 

changed the meaning of everything that ever was or 

ever will be.  Perhaps it would help if we resisted 

the inclination to say that Jesus “came back from the 

dead”.  It is more appropriate to say that, in the 

power of his Resurrection, he pierced the veil and 

went BEYOND death, to the fullness of life.  And, 

in doing so, Jesus pointed a direction for all of us. 
 

As we continue this year to take a look at Christian 

virtues, I turn, for the next three months, to what are 

referred to as the “theological virtues”---faith, hope, 

and charity.  They are the highest virtues, and are 

called theological because they are from God, and 

lead to God.  Saint Paul, in 1 Corinthians 13:13, says 

that these are the virtues that will last, when all else 

passes.  While we must work to cultivate the growth 

of these virtues, as is true of all the other virtues, we 

must not forget that these ones in particular are 

actually bestowed by the grace of God as unmerited 

gifts, and are to be received as such.  Their whole 

purpose is to strengthen our relationship with God, 

drawing us into an ever greater communion with 

him. 
 

It makes sense to focus on faith first, here at Easter.  

Aside from the Incarnation, the Resurrection of 

Jesus is the central tenet of our faith and teaching 

A MESSAGE FROM OUR CHAPLAIN, 

MONSIGNOR MARTIN VALLELY 

http://www.kofccouncil15920.ca/
https://twitter.com/AldershotKofC
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about Christ.  When one reads the Gospel narratives 

about the appearances of Jesus after he rose from the 

dead, it is easy to see that these occurred in order to 

stir up the faith of those who had become 

discouraged, fearful, and doubtful on account of the 

suffering and cruel death of Jesus.  John’s Gospel 

recounts the experience of the Apostle Thomas, who 

had to see in order to believe.  Recall that Jesus 

observed, “Blessed are those who have not seen, and 

yet have come to believe.” (John 20:29)  Indeed, 

John goes on to assert that the whole purpose of his 

Gospel, and certainly of the Resurrection accounts, 

is “so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the 

Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing 

you may have life in his name.” (John 20:31) 
 

It is the gift of faith which gives us a spiritual 

enlightenment, so that we may believe in God, in 

what he has done, and in what he teaches us------and 

be changed by that believing. 
 

A couple of special things to keep in mind about 

faith, however----things often forgotten or not even 

realized.  First, faith is not to be understood simply 

as an intellectual assent to a bunch of things, 

statements, events.  Anyone, except maybe an 

avowed atheist, can say, “Oh, sure, yep, I believe in 

God”----but have it make no difference in their life.  

Faith is a commitment of the whole self.   To “have 

faith in” God is to actually “put our faith in” God, 

to order our lives with him as the centre.  To have 

faith in God is to trust him, to let him change us, to 

make every decision of our day be based on our 

relationship with him.  That makes all the 

difference. 
 

The other aspect to note is that faith is not a static 

thing.  Faith is a living, dynamic reality.  Faith 

grows, as we move through life’s journey.  

Oftentimes, when someone is struggling with 

doubts about God, they will think and say that they 

fear they are losing their faith, as though it were an 

object of some kind which could be misplaced.  

Maybe they are not losing their faith at all.  Rather, 

the struggle and doubt is a stretching of their faith, 

so that more primitive and immature ways of 

believing will give way to a deeper, mature, more 

proven faith.  That is not a bad thing at all, but a 

good thing---hard and painful perhaps, but very 

good nevertheless.  The Bible is chock full of stories 

of those who grew in faith in the very way being 

described here.  Just think of the apostles, for 

example! 
 

Pray that your faith in the Risen Lord, and his 

promise and presence, will grow stronger and 

deeper with every passing day. 
 

God’s Easter blessings in abundance, dear brothers!  
 

Monsignor Martin A. Vallely 

Chaplain 

PRAYER NETWORK 
 

In charity, we pray for:  
 

Monsignor Martin, our Chaplain 
 

Brothers 

 Ken Browne 

 Aurel Chiasson 

 Richard Cupido 

 Ken Fleming 

 Larry Helm 

 Lou Pennachetti 

 Henry Rudachyk 

 Ted Zwolinski 
 

Evangeline Nelligan, and Shannon Wilken, wife 

and daughter of former Bro. Michael Nelligan.  

Theresa Milton, wife of Brother Joe. 
 

Prayer for Healing 
 

Almighty and merciful Father, by the power of 

your command, drive away from me all forms of 

sickness and disease.  Restore strength to my 

body and joy to my spirit, so that in my renewed 

health, I may bless and serve you, now and 

forever more. 
 

To be included in the Prayer Network, contact 

Bro. Vic Lefebvre at 905-330-3545 or by e-mail 

at kofcholyrosary@outlook.com  

mailto:kofcholyrosary@outlook.com
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GRAND KNIGHT’S MESSAGE: 

 

Brother Knights. 

 

Inge and I wish you and your families a Blessed Easter. 

 

After a busy January and February, I hope that you took advantage of the slow March pace.  April 

will give you time to enjoy the warming weather and opportunity to do gardening (for some of us). 

 

I am happy to report that we delivered non-perishables with a total value of $2,150 to the Good 

Shepherd on Friday, March 8.  This was the cash donations that we received in December at our 

Longo’s Food Drive.  You will recall that the total collected was $1,897.  Longo’s graciously up that 

total to $2,150.   

 

Soon we will be thinking about the annual elections of Council Officers.  Now is the time for you to 

consider how you can contribute to the growth of our Council.  Change is always good.  I encourage 

you to consider getting more involved in our Council.  Together, we will continue to keep our Council 

growing not only in numbers, but involvement in our Parish and Community.  Nominations will take 

place in May with elections taking place in June. 

 

I’m happy to report that plans are in place to celebrate our 10th Anniversary.  Final details are being 

worked out.  One of the pieces is a Parish BBQ on Sunday, July 14 after the 10 am Mass.  Other 

details are in planning stages and will be revealed as they become available. 

 

Vic Lefebvre 

Grand Knight 

CALENDAR 

OF 

COUNCIL EVENTS 
 

Apr.   2 – Membership Meeting – 7 pm 

Apr.  13 – Bottle Returns to Distribution Centre 

Apr.  16 – Council Officer Planning Meeting – 7 pm 

 

April 26 to 28 
Ontario State Convention 

Sheraton on the Falls – Niagara Falls 

 

May    7 – Membership Meeting – 7 pm 

NOMINATION OF COUNCIL OFFICERS 

May  20 – Victoria Day Weekend 

May  21 – First Bottle Drive – 3 pm to 6 pm 

May  21 – Special Olympics Volunteer Recognition 

May  21 – Council Officer Planning Meeting – 7 pm 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
 

Bro. Ron Lehocki – April 13 

 

Bro. Michael Bogoslowski – April 30 

WEDDING ANNIVERSARY 

CELEBRATIONS 
 

Congratulations to: 
 

Bro. Richard and Kathryn Cupido 

April 20 – 17 years 
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A MESSAGE FROM OUR FINANCIAL ADVISER 

 
Brother Knights 

 
We spend six weeks each year during Lent fasting, praying and almsgiving.  We hope to unite our 

fasting and praying with Jesus’40 days of fasting and praying in the desert, to focus on preparing 

both our inner and outer selves to celebrate the great Easter feast.  We give alms to identify with 

that great sacrifice of God giving His only begotten Son.  With Easter on March 31 this year, I 

hope this finds that you had a very blessed celebration of this central Christian feast!  Easter 

certainly brings thoughts of newness and renewal.  We hope our fasting, praying and almsgiving 

renews our closeness to God. 

 
As Spring settles in, I observe the many rituals of the season.  I think of newness and renewal.  

Outside beds are prepared for new planting.  I see the new blossoms on trees and flowers reaching 

full bloom, lengthening of daylight, and a rush of sounds and sights not seen for many months.  

Schoolchildren begin to count down the days to summer vacation.  Parents do the same counting 

down…perhaps without the joy of the children! 

 
Spring seems to elicit looking forward. 

 
As I look forward this Spring, I am renewed in my mission to meet with my members.  I want to 

keep you apprised of any changes you might want to consider in your insurance program.  I hope 

you will keep me apprised of any changes in your circumstances.  Adjustments can be made to 

make sure that you are on the path to reach your goals. 

 
The Order offers a diverse array of products and services to help you do that.  Together we can 

complete or update your financial needs analysis.  This can show where you stand and helps 

discover any gaps in protection you might have.  Our products:  life insurance, retirement annuities, 

long term care insurance and disability income insurance, are our core products to help protect you 

and your family. 

 
I’ll call on you soon to see if it makes sense to arrange a meeting. 

 
Vivat Jesus! 

 
Aldrin 

  



Our Lady of the Most Holy Rosary Council 15920 April 2024 

 

 
~ 5 ~ 

287 Plains Road East, Burlington, Ontario L7T 2C7 

 

 
 

March was a slow month for Council Activities which allowed us to focus on Lent and Faith Activities.   

Here is a summary of our Activities: 

 

February 28 – Willie and Anne Joki said their farewells at a breakfast hosted by the Council. 

March 2 – The Special Olympics Flag was picked up at city hall and moved on to the next city. 

March 5 – Membership Meeting – Brother Pino Albanese treated us to special meat balls for us to enjoy. 

March 14 – Knights assisted with the Stations of the Cross. 

March 23 – We sponsored the Halton Alive “Life Talks Conference” with a $750 donation. 

March 29 – Annual Founder’s Day at Holy Sepulchre. 

Council News 

A “small breakfast” hosted by our Council to help send 

Brother Vilho (Willie) Joki and his wife Anne 

off to a new phase of their lives. 

They have sold their home in Burlington and have moved up north to live in their 

Cottage home to enjoy their retirement. 
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Best of Luck Willie and Anne 
We will miss you and hope you drop by often 

From Your Brothers of 

Our Lady of the Most Holy Rosary Council 15920 

Willie was an active member of our council helping and participating at many events. 

The Cobs Bread Team will especially miss Willie. 
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Founders Day, March 29, 2024 
 

On March 29, 1882, our Order was granted a charter 

On March 29, 1947, Monsignor Edward House was born 
On March 29, 2018, Monsignor Edward House passed away. 

 

Supreme has recommended that Councils commemorate Founder's Day 

every year on March 29 by visiting a Charter Grand Knight's gravesite.  

Our Charter Grand Knight, Don Prescott, is very much alive. 

 

For the past five years, to commemorate Founder's Day, we have met as 

a Council at our Charter Chaplain, Monsignor House's Gravesite to 

remember him and our departed Brothers after participating in the 8 am 

morning Mass.  After a short moment of remembrance and prayer, we 

have gone to the Rose Garden for breakfast, one of Monsignor House's 

favourite restaurants. 

 

Since March 29, this year was Good Friday, we changed this tradition.  

There was no Mass and no breakfast.  We still wanted to remember 

Monsignor House and our departed Brothers on Founder's Day. 

 
We gathered at Monsignor House's Gravesite in Holy Sepulcher Cemetery at 9 AM.  After a moment of 
reflection in remembrance of Monsignor House and our departed Brothers and family members, our current 
Council Chaplain, Monsignor Martin Vallely led us in prayer.  We then dispersed to observe Good Friday. 
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To prepare you for the upcoming nominations and elections, please review the following document to 

better be prepared to consider standing for these positions when asked. 
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