
 

Brother Knights, 

I hope that everyone is well, and you have survived the plethora 
of news casts about the balloon from China flying over our coun-
try. So far, we have been blessed with a mild winter. Seeing the 
basket in the back of the church for people to put last year’s 
palm branches in is a great sign that Ash Wednesday, Lent, and 
Easter are right around the corner. With that brings Spring. We 
have a chance to do a bit of cleaning up. Not just the windows or 
clutter that may have built up in our homes over winter, but a 
chance to do a little bit of cleaning in ourselves as we reflect. 
Maybe we will give something up. Maybe we will commit to doing 
something we normally do not do. Hopefully, whatever we choose 
this Lenten Season, it is something that helps us to grow in our 
faith or grow closer to our families and friends.  

I would like to welcome our new members, Patrick Voss, Matt 
Glen, Patrick Hopkins, and Jim Schumacher once again. You join 
nearly two million men in a great organization. This was our first 
time our Council has used the new Exemplification of Charity, Uni-
ty and Fraternity. I hope that everyone that attended found it 
meaningful. As you listened to the words, I hope you thought back 
on what we stand for and what we are called to do as Knights. As 
always, I thank each one of you for your many talents and time 
that you give to our parish and community as men in the Knights 
of Columbus. 

VIVAT JESUS 

Randy Lipscy, Grand Knight 

GRAND KNIGHT’S MESSAGE PANCAKE BREAKFAST                           
SUNDAY, March 5th 

 Our next pancake breakfast is set for  
March 5th. The proceeds for this breakfast 
will go to the Diocese of Crookston Semi-

narians. If you’re able to help at this breakfast either in the 
kitchen preparing the food, dishwashing, servery or clearing     
tables, please call me or send me an email. 

Dan Shea,Chairman ~ 218-760-6616  danielshea@paulbunyan.net 

  

2022-2023 OFFICERS 

Grand Knight  Randy Lipscy  760-7024                  
Deputy Grand Knight John Marcum       320-293-4515                  
Financial Secretary Joe Bofferding 556-0651                       
Chancellor  Norm Ricard  368-8282               
Treasurer  Bob Schlichting 766-6028                   
Recorder         Mark Froelich  766-4691                            
Advocate  Mark Studer  760-1566                  
Warden  Ron Arel  556-5712                     
Inside Guard  Chad Myhrer  556-2753                      
Outside Guard      John Schmitt  766-2392                        
1 yr. Trustee  Phil Hodapp  586-3415                        
2 yr. Trustee  Terry Belanger 755-9850                                
3 yr. Trustee  DJ Bakken  556-2338 

The St. Pope John Paul II Assembly of the Fourth 
Degree will be holding their next  Assembly Dinner 
down in Walker at Mustang Sally’s Supper Club on 
Thursday, February 23rd.   If you are a member of 
the Fourth Degree and plan to attend this event 
and have yet to send your Registration Form and 
check to the Faithful Navigator, Terry Belanger, 

please do so by Monday, February 20th.  If you have any ques-
tions about this event, wish to register, or possibly want to 
learn more about joining the Fourth Degree or the Knights of 
Columbus in general, please don’t hesitate to contact Terry at 
218-766-8378.  

“The Chosen” Showing and Holy Hour During Lent 

The Knights will be sponsoring a weekly showing of episodes from season two 
of the five star TV series “The Chosen”. The first episode will be shown in 
the Social Hall after Ash Wednesday services. Subsequent episodes will be 
shown from 7:00 pm - 8:00 pm on Tuesday nights (28 Feb - 4 Apr) after 6:30 
pm Mass in the Social Hall. Each episode stands on its own. Join us for a light 
snack and beverage and enjoy the excellent portrayal of Jesus and those He 
interacted with and influenced during his ministry years. The Knights are also 
coordinating a Holy Hour every Friday from February 21 - March 31 immedi-
ately following Stations of the Cross. Stations begin at 6:30 pm, Holy Hour 
with adoration and rosary afterwards around 7:00 pm till 8:00 pm. 

Please join us 



 

 

Upcoming Events 
Thursday Feb 16 COUNCIL MEETING                

Saturday  Feb 18 Prayer at Planned Parenthood 

Wednesday Feb 22   Ash Wednesday               

Sunday Feb 29 District Free Throw Championship      

Thursday Mar 2  Board Meeting                 

Sunday Mar 5  Pancake Breakfast         

Thursday Mar 16 COUNCIL MEETING          

Saturday  Mar 18 Prayer at Planned Parenthood  

SAFE ENVIRONMENT REQUIREMENTS 

VERY IMPORTANT FOR ALL OF US!! 
Volunteers are essential to St. Philip's Parish/School! And they 
are essential to our council of the Knights of Columbus. We all 
must work together to create and maintain safe environments 
on our campus and in our programs. The Diocese of Crookston 
provides a structured Safe Environment program to support 
that goal. The program requires all volunteers who have con-
tact with children, youth and vulnerable adults to complete 
yearly Safe Environment Certification. The Safe Environment 
Training program has been revised; it is all online at the Dio-
cese website www.crookston.org/secertification. The Diocese 
of Crookston contracts with Catholic Mutual Group to adminis-
ter the Safe Environment Training. Training will take approxi-
mately an hour. Safe Environment Training instructions are on 
the Diocesan website, please make sure to follow them. Con-
tact Kris Jensen - 218-444-4262 if you have any questions.   

INSURANCE AGENT REPORT 

PUT YOUR MONEY WHERE YOUR FAITH IS!       
Did you know that all entities that the K of C in-
vests in are screened to align with our Catholic 
faith? Currently our Annuities are paying 4.1 to 
4.3% with a guaranteed minimum of 3%. If you’re 
looking for a safe place for your nest egg or looking to 
create a guaranteed income stream, give me a call and we 
can discuss your options. This can be done with a tradi-
tional IRA, Roth IRA or non-qualified funds. Are you tak-
ing advantage of our outstanding Financial and Insurance 
Products? If you want to see what you’ve been missing 
out on or just to review, please feel free to contact me.  

Pat Dolan FICF Field Agent ~ (701) 730-5203 

Patrick.dolan@kofc.org 

PRAYER AT PLANNED PARENTHOOD       
Saturday, FEBRUARY 18TH                                                

Once each month, on the third Saturday, from  10 to 
11AM, we will gather at the Planned Parenthood office 
to pray for the end of  abortion.  Please join us all year 
round, Mark your Calendars for the 3rd Saturday every 

month. 

Dad’s Day     
Sledding Party!     

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 25th 10:00 AM — Noon  ST 
PHILIPS SOCIAL HALL & LIBRARY PARK 

Sledding.Bonding.Hot Dogs and Prizes! 

For more information or questions, please feel free to contact 
us at:  bemidjiallprodads@gmail.com      
www.AllProDad.com 

District K.C. Free Throw Contest  
Local council shoot was held on Sunday, Jan 29. We had 29 kids 
shoot that day. We are hosting the District Free Throw on Sunday, 
Feb26th.  We will need 5-6 guys to help with this event. Gym opens at 
12:00 Noon. Shoot starts at 1:00, with winners advancing to the re-
gion tournament. Please call or text Ron at 218-556-5712 or email 
me rjarel@paulbunyan.net. Should be done by 2:30 at the latest 

http://www.crookston.org/secertification
mailto:bemidjiallprodads@gmail.com
http://www.AllProDad.com


 

Dues update: We are appreciative of the generosity of our members 
with donations to Pennies for Seminarians ($1,052) & Jim Campbell 
fund ($567.50) – these monies are used by the State Council for edu-
cation expenses of Seminarians and Priests. Student Loan ($450) & 
HS Scholarships ($1,345) Wheelchair Mission ($1,230) and $400 un-
designated donations make up the balance. $1,250 has gone into the 
MN Foundation Raffle, we’ll get back $625 which goes into our dona-
tion budget. 

 About 75% of dues are paid at the time of this printing. Dues 
cover the administrative costs of the Council. We mailed second no-
tices on 2/9, attention to this is appreciated. 

 We submitted our Annual Survey of Fraternal Activity for 
2022. Here are the results: 

FAITH ACTIVITIES – Time and monies for church, clergy, and other 
faith activities: $16,727 donated and 155+ man hours volunteered.   

FAMILY ACTIVITIES – Food donations, Family formation, misc fami-
ly events: $1,505 and 630+ man hours  

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES – Coats for kids, Wheelchair program, all 
youth activities, and KC Walleye classic contributions: $79,073 - and 
2,475+ man hours. 

LIFE ACTIVITIES – Pregnancy support, March for Life, Misc life 
activities: $7,526 and 260+ hours volunteered.   

TOTAL: $104,831 in Charitable Disbursements; 3,520 hours of 
service. The entire report is in the “Members Only” section of our 
website: kofc1544.org under “Council Announcements.”  We are very 
grateful that we can impact our church and community in a meaningful 
way. 

Vivat Jesus! 

Joe Bofferding, FS 

(218) 556-0651 | joeboff@gmail.com 

Financial Secretary Report February Knight of the Month                 
Ron Arel 

Ron Arel is our February Knight of the month. He recently 
helped organize the lunch for the March for Life. He also 
ran the Free Throw Contest for the youth. Through his 
connections, members of the Elks approached Ron and 
asked if they could run their free throw contest in con-
junction with our Council’s. What an opportunity to work 
with another organization to accomplish a similar mission.  
For these and many more things is why Ron is our Febru-
ary Knight of the Month. 

 

MEMBER DEATH: Brother Knight  Bill Howe passed 
away and his funeral is on  Friday, February 17th. He was 
a 71 year member of the Knights of Columbus. 

Council Meeting Thursday,February 16th              

Can’t be in person? Join Zoom Meeting On Line:  
 https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81357762465?
pwd=YWUwYjRhOXdDV3AvT1V3Sk90ZVRnUT09 

Direct Dial: 312-626-6799   Meeting ID: 813 5776 2465 
Passcode: 086719 

Welcome to our Newest Knights 

Jim Schumacher, Patrick Hopkins, Matt Glen, and Patrick 
Voss.  You join nearly two million men in a great organiza-
tion. This was our first time our Council has used the new 
Exemplification of Charity, Unity and Fraternity. I hope that 
everyone that attended found it meaningful.  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81357762465?pwd=YWUwYjRhOXdDV3AvT1V3Sk90ZVRnUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81357762465?pwd=YWUwYjRhOXdDV3AvT1V3Sk90ZVRnUT09

