
HIGHWAY CLEAN-UP 
TUESDAY, SEP 19th, 5:00PM 

 

Each spring and fall we have our            
semi-annual Highway Clean-up. We have 1 mile of highway to 
clean. We meet at 5pm at Brother Phil Hodapp’s home at 
12805 Birchview Dr NE , just north of Bemidji off of Hwy 
71.  When done, we move to Phil’s home for a meal of    
burgers, chips & beverage. It usually takes less than 1 hour 
to complete the clean up task. Come enjoy some fun with 
fellow Knights. Go to our website, and click on the event for 
directions if you need help finding Phil’s house.                                                                                            

2023-2024 OFFICERS 
Grand Knight   John Marcum       320-293-4515  
Deputy Grand Knight           DJ Bakken  556-2338      
Financial Secretary  Joe Bofferding 556-0651                       
Chancellor   Joe Czapiewski 556-3651 
Treasurer   Bob Schlichting 766-6028                   
Recorder          Mark Froelich  766-4691                            
Advocate   Jake Hodapp  218-341-1369         
Warden   Bred Arel    556-1739      
Inside Guard   Andrew Lankowicz 845-702-6450                  
Outside Guard       Bernie Marshall 289-1887          
1 yr. Trustee    Terry Belanger 755-9850                               
2 yr. Trustee   Ron Arel  556-5712                      
3 yr. Trustee   Randy Lipscy  760-7024                  
  

GRAND KNIGHT’S MESSAGE 
 

Brother Knights, 

 I hope your summer was peaceful and memorable.  
September 21st marks our first meeting of the fall. Mass will 
be held at 5:30pm followed by a meal. As in the past, we have 
invited the sponsor’s and beneficiaries of the Knights of   
Columbus Walleye Classic to join us. We will be distributing 
checks to our beneficiaries, acknowledging our sponsors, and 
taking pictures. The KCWC performed strongly again this 
year. We’re excited to announce that we are distributing 
more than $100,000 to 11 non-profit organizations. Your 
hard work selling so many raffle tickets is a big part of this 
success. It will also be officially announced that Phil Hodapp 
will be taking over as the Knights of Columbus Walleye    
Classic Tournament Director. Under his leadership, we will 
enjoy continued strong performance. Please take time to 
thank Phil and the entire KCWC committee for their        
dedicated work on this community event. The benefits of 
their time and talent fund much of our KC budget and is    
important to many other nonprofit organizations in our    
community. 

 After the awards ceremony, we’ll have our meeting. 
The 2023-24 budget will be explained, discussed, and        
approved, per council vote. We’ll introduce a new Knights  
program called “Cor”. And as usual, we will have the             
opportunity to talk to some friends we haven’t seen for a 
while. It’s always fun to see Charlie’s surprised face when he 
wins ANOTHER 50/50!  

 Upcoming events include an special Exemplification on 
October 16th at St Philip’s. If you know of someone who is 
interested in becoming a Knight, now is a great time to invite 
them to our order. Trap shoot/steak fry and the roadside 
pick-up are fun ways to get involved and meet some of the 
best Bemidji has to offer. I’m excited for the coming year as 
we have much planned.  I look forward to seeing you soon.  

VIVAT JESUS , John Marcum, Grand Knight, Council #1544 

PRAYER AT PLANNED PARENTHOOD       
Saturday, SEPTEMBER 16Th 

Once each month, on the third Saturday, from  
10 to 11AM, we will gather at the Planned 
Parenthood office to pray for the end of  

abortion.  Please join us all year round, Mark 
your Calendars for the 3rd Saturday every 

month. 



Upcoming Events 
Saturday  Sept 16 Prayer at Planned Parenthood 

Saturday Sept 16 All Pro Dads 

Tuesday Sept 19 Highway Clean-up 

Thursday Sept 21 COUNCIL MEETING           
Tuesday Sept 26 Trap Shoot & Steak Fry 

Thursday Oct 5  Board Meeting 

Monday Oct 16 Huddle Mtg & Exemplification 
Thursday  Oct 19 Council Meeting 

Saturday  Oct 21 Prayer at Planned Parenthood 
Saturday Oct 21 All Pro Dads                   
Sunday Oct 29 5th Sunday Ministry 

SAFE ENVIRONMENT REQUIREMENTS 

VERY IMPORTANT FOR ALL OF US!! 
Volunteers are essential to St. Philip's Parish/School! And 
they are essential to our council of the Knights of Colum-
bus. We all must work together to create and maintain 
safe environments on our campus and in our programs. The 
Crookston Diocese provides a structured Safe Environ-
ment program to support that goal. The program requires 
all   volunteers who have contact with children, youth and     
vulnerable adults to complete yearly Safe Environment  
Certification. The Safe Environment Training program has 
been revised; it is all online at the Diocese website 
www.crookston.org/secertification. The Crookston         
Diocese contracts with Catholic Mutual Group to adminis-
ter the Safe Environment Training. Training takes                 
approximately an hour. Safe Environment Training in-
structions are on the Diocesan website, please make sure 
to   follow them.                          

Contact Kris Jensen - 218-444-4262 if you have any 
questions.   

With Supreme Regional Growth Director Ray Lopez and State 
Deputy Dan DeCrans.                                                                                          

The evening will start with a live exemplification of     
Charity, Unity, and Fraternity. If you know anyone   
interested in joining the Knights, please invite them to 
this event. 

After the Exemplification we will have a meal and then open the 
meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance, Short introduction as to 
why Supreme Regional Director Ray Lopez and State Deputy are 
going around the State doing the huddles. Then there will be 
time for open dialogue for what’s working, what’s not? How can 
we fix it? What’s holding you back from inviting new mean and 
their families into the council? What needs do you have that the 
state is not providing?  

Randy Lipscy, District Deputy #11 

Hey Dad’s and Kids-Join us for another year 

of… Bemidji Area All Pro Dads  

DAD’S DAY BREAKFAST 

Saturday, September 16th   

9:00 – 10:45 A.M.  Social Hall, St. Philips 

Breakfast… Bonding… and Fun!  (Scrambled 
Eggs, Sausage, Hash Browns, Cereal & Donuts!) 

 
For more information or questions, please feel free to    
Contact us at: bemidjiallprodads@gmail.com   

www.AllProDad.com 

October 16th   6:00 PM 
at St. Philips, Bemidji 

Huddle Meeting Region 2 

http://www.crookston.org/secertification
mailto:bemidjiallprodads@gmail.com
http://www.AllProDad.com


 Financial Secretary Report 
Many thanks for making the summer events go 

smoothly! Amazing what we accomplished, many good works. 
Plans for the upcoming Council year include looking at the 
Cor Program. It is an opportunity, through prayer,          
formation, and fraternity, for men of the parish to come 
together. State Officers will be meeting with the board in 
October to discuss the program, you can read more about it 
at www.kofc.org/cor  

Our Beneficiary and Sponsor Recognition Dinner is          
September 21 – slight adjustment to the schedule: 5:30 PM 
Mass; 6 PM Dinner; 7 PM Recognition with short business 
meeting to follow. We will have a number of guests,           
including our National Free Throw Champion and the KCWC 
Champions from 2023. 

Many other September activities are coming up – read more 
about them in this newsletter. Our Council website Events 
Calendar is also updated. In the Members section our      
updated By-Laws are posted – we had to update with new 
Grand Knight’s name – we will vote on adoption of said        
by-laws, I encourage you to read it in advance if you have 
any questions. 

Vivat Jesus! 

Joe Bofferding, Financial Secretary 
(218) 556-0651 | joeboff@gmail.com 

7th Annual  KC Fall Trap 
Shoot & Steak Fry 

Tuesday, September 26th 

Northland Regional Shooting Sports Park 

(3 Miles north on hwy. 89) 

Times:  1st Flight of Shooting starts @ 5:30 PM 

     DINNER served beginning @ 6:30 PM  

The cost will be $30 for 1 Round of Trap and Steak Dinner or just 
$15 for meal:  Ribeye Steak, Baby Bakers, Coleslaw and dinner 
roll.  Beverages will also be provided.    

Prizes  awarded to top shooter & team. Various Attendance Prizes 
awarded as well.  Event open to current and prospective members.  

If interested in attending, please contact Brother Terry at      
218-766-8378 to register.  tbelanger28@hotmail.com                 
Deadline to sign up will be  Sunday, September 24th.   

PRAYER AT PLANNED PARENTHOOD       
Saturday, SEPTEMBER 16TH                                   

Once each month, on the third Saturday, 
from  10 to 11AM, we will gather at the 
Planned Parenthood office to pray for 
the end of  abortion.  Please join us all 
year round, Mark your Calendars for the 
3rd Saturday every month 

SUNDAY ROSARY 

Each Sunday, the Knights are responsible for lead-
ing the Rosary after the 7:30 am Mass. Please join 
us as we pray the Rosary Together.                                                                  
If anyone wishes to help lead or sub contact:     

Dan Shea 218) 760-6616, danielshea@paulbunyan.net 

http://www.kofc.org/cor

