
INSURANCE AGENT REPORT 

THANK YOU! 
Just a quick note to thank all of you for being 
Knights of Columbus. If you are taking advantage 
of Knights of Columbus Insurance and Retire-

ment Plans, thank you for that as well.  There are a lot of 
financial institutions out there that you can work with, but 
only one that provides protection that is distinctly Catholic 
and unique in our industry. I like guarantees and here are 
some that we offer; 

-Guaranteed cash value in your whole life insurance 

-Guaranteed rates on level term life insurance 

-Guaranteed principal on your retirement annuity 

-We guarantee not to invest in companies that deal in   
abortions, contraception, human cloning, embryonic stem cell 
research and pornography 

As a member, you and your family have exclusive access to 
our products and services, and you deserve to know about 
the benefits that come with your membership. 

Call me up to review, no obligation, let’s talk! 

Have a great summer!               
Pat Dolan, FICF Field Agent (701) 730-5203              
Patrick.dolan@kofc.org 

2022-2023 OFFICERS 
Grand Knight  Randy Lipscy  760-7024                  
Deputy Grand Knight John Marcum       320-293-4515                  
Financial Secretary Joe Bofferding 556-0651                       
Chancellor  Norm Ricard  368-8282               
Treasurer  Bob Schlichting 766-6028                   
Recorder         Mark Froelich  766-4691                            
Advocate  Mark Studer  760-1566                  
Warden  Ron Arel  556-5712                     
Inside Guard  Chad Myhrer  556-2753                      
Outside Guard      John Schmitt  766-2392                        
1 yr. Trustee  Phil Hodapp  586-3415                        
2 yr. Trustee  Terry Belanger 755-9850                                
3 yr. Trustee  DJ Bakken  556-2338 

GRAND KNIGHT’S MESSAGE 
 

Brother Knights, 

 I hope that each of you have a great Memorial Day 
weekend and that you remember to take a moment to honor 
the U.S. military personnel who have died while serving our 
country. This is my last article as the Grand Knight of Council 
1544. It has been an honor to serve in this capacity with so 
many great people. One thing that became very clear was 
how each one of you serve within our Council and Parish. You 
generously give your time, talents, and contributions 
throughout the year. This made the job very easy. Like I 
mentioned at the Spring Social, one of my commanders had a 
great, simple rule, “don’t do anything to embarrass the unit.” 
I hope that I have met that simple rule because I know all of 
you have.  

 The Knights of Columbus is a great organization with a 
proud tradition. I never have to worry that my efforts will 
ever go towards something I don’t believe in. To think that 
our organization started simply with Father McGivney being 
inspired to bring together a group of men to organize and 
help his fellow man. From his inspiration to the gathering of 
that small group of men we have grown into an organization 
of more than two million men that continue to help in their 
parishes and communities. We are a proud part of that histo-
ry and I feel our Council does it very well.  

 Thanks for all you do. Any group that relies on one, 
two, or a handful of people is not a group that will last long. 
Our group gets its strength through everything we all do. “I 
can do things you cannot, you can do things I cannot; togeth-
er we can do great things.” …Mother Teresa. May our Council 
continue to be blessed for many years to come. 

VIVAT JESUS                                                                                               
Randy Lipscy, Grand Knight 



Hey Dad’s and Kids… 

Join us for the next 

Bemidji Area All Pro Dads  

 Saturday, June 10TH  11:00 A.M. – 5:00 P.M. 

Waterfront during the KC WALLEYE CLASSIC 

       PRAYER AT PLANNED PARENTHOOD       
Saturday, JUNE 17th                                                

Once each month, on the third Saturday, from  10 to 11AM, 
we will gather at the Planned Parenthood office to pray for 

the end of  abortion.  Please join us all year round, Mark 
your Calendars for the 3rd Saturday every month. 

Upcoming Events 
Thursday June 1 COUNCIL MEETING           
Saturday June 10 WALLEYE CLASSIC          
Saturday June 10 All Pro Dads                  
Saturday  June 17 Prayer at Planned Parenthood 

Sat/Sun  July 15/16  Watermark Art Center Hot Dog  
Saturday July 29    Woodcarvers Festival/ Blackduck 

SAFE ENVIRONMENT REQUIREMENTS 

VERY IMPORTANT FOR ALL OF US!! 
Volunteers are essential to St. Philip's Parish/School! And they 
are essential to our council of the Knights of Columbus. We all 
must work together to create and maintain safe environments on 
our campus and in our programs. The Diocese of Crookston     
provides a structured Safe Environment program to support that 
goal. The program requires all volunteers who have contact with 
children, youth and vulnerable adults to complete yearly Safe  
Environment Certification. The Safe Environment Training     
program has been revised; it is all online at the Diocese website 
www.crookston.org/secertification. The Diocese of Crook-
ston contracts with Catholic Mutual Group to administer the 
Safe Environment Training. Training will take approximately an 
hour. Safe Environment Training instructions are on the Diocesan 
website, please make sure to follow them.                          

Contact Kris Jensen - 218-444-4262 if you have any questions.   

SUNDAY ROSARY 
Each Sunday, the Knights ae responsible for leading the Ro-
sary after the 7:30 am Mass. Please join us as we pray the 
Rosary Together. If anyone wishes to help lead or sub please 
contact: Dan Shea (218) 760-6616, danielshea@paulbunyan.net 

Save the Dates—June 8th to  11th  

Many shifts in need of filling, helping with set up to tear down.  

LARGEST FUNDRAISER OF THE YEAR!!   

Please help us make our goal! PLEASE VOLUNTEER TO HELP. 

Any questions, please call John Marcum 320-293-4515 

Walleye Classic 

HOT DOG STAND HELP NEEDED 

June 10th  Walleye Classic  

We need 4 for 9:00 am-1:00 pm & 5 for 1:00 pm-6:00 PM 

July 15th & 16th Art in the Park 

July 29th   Woodcarvers Festival ~ Blackduck 

Contact Ron Arel  rjarel@paulbunyan.net or 556-5712 

I am looking for someone who can take over the chairman of 
the Hot Dog Stand. I have been in charge for 20 years now. 
Much easier than when we first started doing this, but I 
physically cant haul the stuff that needs to be done. I wont 
leave you high and dry, PLEASE CALL! 

http://www.crookston.org/secertification


 

Financial Secretary Report 
 

Although this is the last Council meeting of the council year, it 
will be full speed ahead for Knights activities this summer! 

 Election of officers  

 22nd Annual Walleye Classic 

 Art in the Park Hot Dog Stand with Walleye 

 Sanford Baseball Community Days (tentative) 

 Blackduck Woodcarvers Festival Hot Dog Stand with Walleye 

 If you’re not seeing emails and texts on events, contact 
me, there could be issues with “spam” filters or maybe we have 
bad info! 

 Many thanks to the dozen+ Knights that showed up to 
clean up the Holy Cross Cemetery. Special thanks to Brother 
Charlie Patnode for organizing, Whitey & Matt Glen for the use 
of their Bobcats, the pump house roofing crew and all those clip-
ping, sawing, and chopping at the overgrowth along the fences!  

 The Golf outing and Steak Fry was held on May 23 attend-
ed by 16 Knights and prospective Knights. Thanks to all that at-
tended. 

 Planning for the next Council year starts with Board Re-
treat this summer, should you have some thoughts on projects 
and priorities of the Council you can email board members from 
the kofc1544.org website.  

Vivat Jesus,  Joe Bofferding, Financial Secretary(218) 556-0651 
joeboff@gmail.com    

 KNIGHT OF THE YEAR  
Ron Arel 

 This year’s Knight of the Year is Sir Ron Arel. When 
you think of people in the Knights of Columbus Council 1544, 
what names come into your head? I bet that Ron Arel is at 
the forefront of those you think of. Ron has not only been a 
member of the Knights for 52 years, but during that time 
he has done so much. Ron is always there organizing the Hot 
Dog stand events for Art in the Park, Blackduck Wood 
Carvers, and the Sanford Baseball Night. He also organizes 
the annual Rib Dinner and has put the monthly Newsletter 
together for over 25 years. He also currently serves on the 
board as the Warden for our Council and in the Forth     
Degree, he serves as the Faithful Comptroller. For all these 
things, Ron Arel has been chosen as our Knight of the Year. 

   Council Meeting Thursday, June 1st                                      

Can’t be in person? Join Zoom Meeting On Line:  
  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81363939089?
pwd=L1FmSGdNSEdCQWVSeFc2S2d3UnBjdz09 

Direct Dial: 312-626-6799  Meeting ID: 813 6393 9089 
Passcode: 669653 

 
My sincere appreciation to everyone who has already sold 
and returned your raffle tickets and money.  For those of 
you who have yet to do so, per the State Gambling Control 
Board, ALL raffle tickets, whether sold or unsold and   
raffle money need to be returned by theJune 1st Council 
meeting. You may return everything in the mail, drop in the 
Sunday collection basket or drop off at the parish office.  
Your  cooperation is appreciated and saves me a great deal 
of time. 
 As a reminder, for every 20 tickets you sell, you will 
have a red ticket entered into our council incentive drawing, 
which is being held on June 1st.  There will be ten tickets 
drawn, each worth $100, ($1,000) total.   Those members 
who qualified for other incentives will be contacted follow-
ing the tournament.   If you have any questions, please don’t 
hesitate to contact me directly. 
 

Terry Belanger—KCWC Raffle Chairman  218-766-8378 

KCWC. Raffle Tickets 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81363939089?pwd=L1FmSGdNSEdCQWVSeFc2S2d3UnBjdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81363939089?pwd=L1FmSGdNSEdCQWVSeFc2S2d3UnBjdz09

