
GRAND KNIGHT’S MESSAGE 

Brother Knights, 

 I hope you had a good summer. Mine went by way too quickly! 
It will be great to see you again on Thursday, September 19th at the 
council meeting. We have a wonderful night planned. As we have 
done in the past, the night will begin with a great meal and the 
Knights of Columbus Walleye Classic will award beneficiaries with the 
money raised from sponsors and raffle ticket sales. Under the leader-
ship of Phil Hodapp, the KCWC had a record year in terms of raising 
money and show presentation. As you know, the event was moved 
from the waterfront to the Sanford Center. The KCWC committee has 
been successful over the years of keeping our event one of the leading 
walleye tournaments in Northern Minnesota. Terry Belanger continues 
to grow raffles sales year after year which drives more profits to our 
beneficiaries. Thank you to all who support the KCWC and sell raffle 
tickets! 

 The meeting will begin at the conclusion of the awards cere-
mony. The condensed meeting’s main item of concern will be to ap-
prove the budget. There will be a few informational topics discussed as 
well. 

 The KC Hotdog stand had another busy summer. Thank you to 
David Maus for his leadership and help on all the events. I’d like to per-
sonally thank all the KC’s who helped in the stand or helped at the fish 
fries. If you didn’t help, please consider signing up for a shift next sum-
mer.  Many hands make light work! The KC Cor meetings continue to 
be a popular activity. DJ has done a tremendous job leading St Philip’s 
men on a journey to strengthen their faith. If you have not participated, 
please consider coming to a meeting. I know you’ll enjoy it.  

Rosary at Paul and Babe on Election Day 

 The 4th degree will be leading the Rosary in front of the blue 
Bemidji sign in front of Paul & Babe on Tuesday, November 5th at 
noon. Signs are permitted. I think it’s safe to say that we need to pray 
that this election goes well.  If you’re able to attend, this will be a pow-
erful way to show your support for Life, Liberty and the pursuit of hap-
piness. I look forward to seeing you soon! 

John Marcum, Grand Knight, Council 1544 

2023-2024 OFFICERS 
Grand Knight  John Marcum  (320) 293-4515 
Dpty Grand Knight DJ Bakken  (218) 556-2338 
Financial Sectary Joe Bofferding (218) 556-0651                   
Chancellor  Joe Czapiewski (218) 556-3651        
Treasurer  Bob Schlichting (218) 766-6028 
Recorder          Mark Froelich  (218) 766-4691 
Advocate  Jake Hodapp  (218) 341-1369 
Warden  Brad Arel    (218) 556-1739 
Inside Guard  Andrew Lankowicz (845) 702-6450 
Outside Guard      Bernie Marshall (218) 289-1887 
1 yr. Trustee  Terry Belanger (218) 755-9850 
2 yr. Trustee  Phil Hodapp  (218) 766-0527 
3 yr. Trustee  Randy Lipscy  (218) 760-7024        

Upcoming Events 
(check website or changes/additions/deletions) 

Thu, Sep 19, 6:00 PM Council Meeting                    
Sat, Sep 21, 10:00 AM Prayer at Planned Parenthood 
Sat, Sep 21, 9:00 AM All Pro Dads                            
Tue, Sep 24, 5:30 PM Fall Trap Shoot & Steak Fry  
Mon, Sep 30, 5:30 PM Highway Clean-up (US71 N)
Thu, Oct 3, 6:00 PM Board Meeting                    
Wed, Oct 6, 6:00 AM Cor Meeting                    
Thu, Oct 7, 6:30 PM Cor Meeting                          
Thu, Oct 17, 6:00 PM Council Meeting                     
Sat, Oct 19, 10:00 AM Prayer at Planned Parenthood  

September Challenge by Supreme Chaplain       
Archbishop William E. Lori: 

And He asked them, “But who do you say that I am?” Peter said 
to him in reply, “You are the Messiah.” (Gospel for Sept. 15, Mk 8:29) 

This month, I challenge you to make Peter’s profession of faith — 
“You are the Messiah” — a frequent aspiration, or short prayer, 
you recite throughout each day, perhaps writing it down some 
place you will see it regularly to remind yourself. 



 

PRAYER AT PLANNED PARENTHOOD       

Saturday, September 21st                                  

Once each month, on the third    
Saturday, from  10 to 11AM, we will 
gather at the Planned Parenthood 
office to pray for the end of         
abortion. 

 Please join us all year round, Mark your 
Calendars for the 3rd Saturday every month. 

JOIN US AS WE PRAY FOR LIFE 

SUNDAY ROSARY 

Each Sunday, the Knights are responsible for 
leading the Rosary after the 7:30 am Mass.  
Please join us as we pray the Rosary Together. 

If anyone wishes to help lead or sub, contact:                  

 Dan Shea (218) 760-6616  

 danielshea@paulbunyan.net 

8th Annual Knights of Columbus Fall 
Trap Shoot 

Tuesday, September 24th 

Northland Regional Shooting Sports Park 

(3 Miles north on hwy. 89) 

5:30 PM | Dinner to follow. 
 

Time:  1st Flight of shooting starts @ 5:30 PM 

Supper served beginning @ 6:30 PM 

COST:  One round of Trap & ribeye steak dinner $40 
($30 with if using your own Shells) 

Ribeye steak dinner (baby bakers, Cole Slaw & Roll) $20 

• All Beverages Included 

• Prizes awarded to top shooter & Team along with 
door prizes for all. 

• Event open to current & perspective members – 
bring a friend! 

R.S.V.P.’s required by Sunday, September 22nd to     
Terry Belanger: Tbelanger28@hotmail.com or        
(218) 766-8378. 

 Knights of Columbus                
Insurance 

Contact Pat Dolan, Agent  
(701) 730-5203 

We are going to put together an order 
from Cool Threads for T-Shirts, Dress 
Shirts, Hats, and Polos with our KC 
#1544 Logo. T-Shirt is a lighter blend in 

lieu of the 100% Cotton we’ve used in the past, 
much more comfortable! Watch for an email      
order form soon! 

mailto:Tbelanger28@hotmail.com


September Financial Secretary Report 

Thank you for a great summer, record setting dona-
tions from the Walleye Classic to be distributed at the 
September 19th meeting, successful Art in the Park and 
Woodcarvers Festival events with the hot dog stand 
and great momentum heading into the Council Year. 
We will approve the donation budget at this meeting, 
thank you for record setting raffle ticket sales! Over 
$100,000 worth of tickets sold, over 4000 tickets by KC 
members! 

We will be having an Exemplification of the 1st, 2nd, and 
3rd Degrees on October 17th before the Council meeting. 
We have 4 or 5 gentlemen interested in joining – we’ll 
be making a pitch on our 5th Sunday, September 29th 
for more. If you know someone that may be interested 
in learning more about the Knights, the “Why Join”  
brochures in the rack near the Bemidji Ave entrance 
have a QR code to sign up for more information. Or let 
me know.  

The Council schedule is loaded into the Events Calen-
dar on our website – check often for updates. Current 
events are listed in the newsletter. I encourage you to 
try a Cor meeting if you haven’t already. 

Welcome to recent transfers: Fr. David Blume, Fr. Tom 
Niehaus, and Fr. Josh Salonek. They have all transferred 
membership to #1544! 

Vivat Jesus! 

Joe Bofferding 

Financial Secretary 
joeboff@gmail.com | (218) 556-0651 

Knight of the Month 

September’s Knight of the Month is David Maus. David’s 
leadership of the Hotdog stand did not go unnoticed! He 

stepped into enormous shoes and performed well. We were 
challenged a few times because Ron had all that knowledge 
stored in his head. But David was able to keep the show on 
the road. Dave is also very active at St Philip’s and with the 

KCWC. I am always happy to see him show up with his great 
family. When they go to work, things happen! David is anoth-
er example of a strong, Catholic role model. Thank you, David, 

for all you do!                                                                                 

Congratulations, Dave ! ! 

4th Degree Fall Social and Bingo                                                           
Ruttgers Birchmont Lodge.                                                                     

September 26th 6:00 pm-8:00pm 

Questions or to RSVP Contact FN Barry Karpinski 414-477-0473  

Interested in joining the 4th degree?                                                     
Contact FN Barry Karpinski 414-477-0473                                                

2 Chances to join within a day's drive! 

Saturday, Sept 21st ,  9:00 – 10:45 AM 
at St. Philip’s Church Social Hall  

Celebrate the kick-off to a new school 
year by having some fun and enjoying each other’s company 
at our first breakfast of the new school year! Dads, uncles, 
and grandpas, plan to enjoy a great morning with your chil-
dren, nieces, nephews, grandchildren, etc. We have a great 
morning planned, which includes breakfast, a visit from the 
Science Center, and a few slithery creatures… that the kids 
will get to see and make! We hope to see you there!  

For more information or questions, please feel free to con-
tact us at: bemidjiallprodads@gmail.com 

mailto:joeboff@gmail.com

