
GRAND KNIGHT’S MESSAGE 

Brother Knights,  

Holy week and Easter are just a few weeks away. I hope your 
Lenten journey has been rewarding and has led you closer to your 
faith. As winter moves into spring, I am energized by longer days, 
warmer weather, and the anticipation of summer. 

We’ve been in contact with the Crookston Diocese regarding the 
Eucharistic Revival, scheduled for May 17 - 19. They’ve asked our 
council to fill several volunteer shifts to assist them at this great 
event. Information on the specific shifts and duties will be          
e-mailed next week. Please consider taking a shift.  Spouses are  
also invited to volunteer, so you can make this a family event! 

Help Wanted! 

As you know, beloved Knight, Ron Arel, was called home by Jesus. 
He was actively involved in all aspects of council 1544. His posi-
tive attitude and work ethic will be greatly missed. Several of his 
duties have been filled by his friends already, but we are still in 
need of someone to chair the KC hot dog stand. Mainly, it’s just a 
matter of scheduling shifts and completing some organizational 
tasks.  

Also, Bob is retiring as our Treasurer. We are looking for some-
one who would be willing to learn Quick Books. Bob tells me that 
he works about 1-2 hours a week.  

Both positions will be compensated for with Purgatory points and 
the opportunity to work with a group of wonderful, faith-filled 
people. If you are interested in learning more, please contact me 
at (320) 293-4515.  

Congratulations to Mark Studer for the March Knight of the 
Month. Mark is very active in the Knights, the KC Walleye Classic 
and our parish. Recently, he’s organized Friday Holy hours and the 
showing of The Chosen after mass on Tuesdays. His volunteer 
tasks are too many to count. But, if you look around at any event 
at St Philip’s, you are likely to see Mark there working.  I’m al-
ways impressed with the way Mark shares his faith with those 
around him. Thank you, Mark, for all you do to support St Philip’s 
and the KC’s.  You’re a great a strong, Catholic role model.  

Vivat Jesus 

John Marcum – Grand Knight 

2023-2024 OFFICERS 

Grand Knight John Marcum (320) 293-4515 
Dpty Grand Knight DJ Bakken  (218) 556-2338 
Financial Sectary Joe Bofferding (218) 556-0651 
Chancellor  Joe Czapiewski (218) 556-3651    
Treasurer  Bob Schlichting (218) 766-6028 
Recorder         Mark Froelich (218) 766-4691 
Advocate  Jake Hodapp (218) 341-1369 
Warden  Brad Arel    (218) 556-1739 
Inside Guard Andrew Lankowicz (845) 702-6450 
Outside Guard      Bernie Marshall (218) 289-1887 
1 yr. Trustee Terry Belanger (218) 755-9850 
2 yr. Trustee Phil Hodapp  (218) 766-0527 
3 yr. Trustee Randy Lipscy  (218) 760-7024        

Upcoming Events 

Thursday  3/21/2024 Council Meeting 

Sunday  3/24/2024 KCWC Raffle Kickoff 

Sunday  3/31/2024 5th Sunday Ministries 

Thursday  4/4/2024 Board Meeting 

Saturday  4/6/2024 Rib Dinner 

Wednesday  4/10/2024 COR Meeting 

Thursday  4/11/2024 COR Meeting 

Thursday  4/18/2024 Council Meeting 

Sunday  4/28/2024 Pancake B-fast - St. Philips 

Thursday  5/2/2024 Board Meeting 

Wednesday  5/8/2024 COR Meeting 

Thursday  5/9/2024 COR Meeting 

ZOOM MEETING INSTRUCTIONS           

Time: [Date] 07:30 PM Central Time                             
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83072489012?

pwd=cEM2d1pXb1JoR1JHRlhpSStsR29uZz09 

Meeting ID: 830 7248 9012    Passcode: 294879 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83072489012?pwd=cEM2d1pXb1JoR1JHRlhpSStsR29uZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83072489012?pwd=cEM2d1pXb1JoR1JHRlhpSStsR29uZz09


PRAYER AT PLANNED 
PARENTHOOD       
Saturday, Mar 16th, 

Once each month, on the 3rd Saturday, from  10 to 11AM, we’ll 
gather at Planned Parenthood to pray for the end of  abortion.  

 

Watch for the Date ! 

Ron Arel Memorial Rib Dinner                            
 Saturday, April 6th 

Much help will be needed !!
 

SUNDAY ROSARY 

Each Sunday, the Knights are responsible for 
leading the Rosary after the 7:30 am Mass.  
Please join us as we pray the Rosary Together.                                                                  
If anyone wishes to help lead or sub contact:   
Dan Shea (218) 760-6616, danielshea@paulbunyan.net 

K.C.W.C. Spring Raffle 
With the recent rise in temperatures, spring, warmer 
weather, and open water can’t be far away!  With warmer 
weather and open water comes the 23rd Anniversary of the 
Walleye Classic. This year's event will be held on Saturday, 
June 8th.  Save the date and mark your calendars now. 
 
Along with the tournament, our council is also kicking off 
our annual Spring Raffle. Raffle tickets will be available 
next Thursday evening, March 21st at our council meeting.  I 
heard we’re also having a St. Patrick’s Day themed meal.   
If you’re unable to attend next Thursday's meeting, all the 
remaining tickets will be mailed out to you the next day.  To 
save postage, I’m hopeful that most of you will be present 
and able to pick up your tickets in person.  Based on the 
huge success with the raffle the past several years, the KC 
Board has again  approved sending out 20 tickets to each 
member. We’re also continuing to offer some fantastic  in-
centives for selling tickets, so be sure to check them out as 
well. 
If you’d like more booklets , let me know and I’ll accommo-
date your request.  (Per State Gambling Control Board, all 
tickets whether sold or unsold will need to be returned 
by May 26th.)  Your cooperation is greatly appreciated and 
saves me a great deal of time in having to make phone calls. 
Thanks to those of you who have sold or purchased tickets 
in the past.  On behalf of the Officers and all those Wor-
thy Causes our raffle benefits, my sincere gratitude.  If 
you have any questions, please contact me. 
 
Terry Belanger—KCWC Raffle Chair      (218) 766-8378 

PANCAKE BREAKFAST                           
SUNDAY, APRIL 28th 

 Dear Brother Knights: 

 Our Last Pancake Breakfast will be held on April 
28th at St. Philip’s. We’re in need of 8 volunteers. Be 
prepared to volunteer for this event by signing up at 
our March 21st Council Meeting. If you wish, you can 
call, text or email me if you wish to sign up and are 
unable to attend the meeting. Thank you in advance! 

PROCEEDS FROM THIS BREAKFAST GO TO THE   
BEMIDJI COMMUNITY FOOD SHELF 

Dan Shea, Pancake Chairman, 218-760-6616   
  danielshea@paulbunyan.net 



Financial Secretary Report 
March FS Report 

Thank you to all Brother Knights who came out for SK Ron 
Arel’s Rosary and funeral. Ron’s contributions to our council 
and community are many, but his best contribution was to 
his family and being Grandpa. Thank you to Dcn Robb for 
stepping up as publisher and editor of the newsletter and 
PGK Phil Hodapp for taking Ron’s Trustee position until 
June elections. I think we have a new FF chairman but still 
need Hot Dog chairman – food knowledge not required, just 
organizational skills and ability to work well with others. 

Happy birthday to us! March 5th was the 113rd anniversary 
of Council #1544 chartered in 1911. Dan Shea has found a 
list of all Grand Knights since then, will get it into electron-
ic form and will publish it on the website. We’ll have birth-
day cake to celebrate at the meeting on Mar 21! 

In honor of St Patrick’s Day, we invite all members named 
“Patrick,” and those that wish they were, to enjoy Corned 
Beef, potatoes, and cabbage along with some green beer at 
the meeting. Terry B will sing Danny Boy and hand out raf-
fle tickets for the upcoming 24th annual KC Walleye Classic! 

Thank you to Mark Studer and other Knights that have vol-
unteered for holy hours on Friday nights. Supreme Chap-
lain, Bishop Wm. Lori asks that this month — in which we 
celebrate the feast of St. Joseph — to pray a novena or 
another prayerful devotion to this great saint. 

Vivat Jesus!                  
Joe Bofferding, Financial Secretary 
(218) 556-0651 ~ joeboff@gmail.com                                                 KNIGHT OF THE MONTH 

    Congratulations to Mark Studer for the March Knight of 
the Month. Mark is very active in the Knights, the KC Walleye 
Classic, our Parish, and Hospital/Homebound Ministries, to name 
just a few. His volunteer tasks are too many to count. But, if you 
look around at any event at St Philip’s, you are likely to see Mark 
there helping.  Thank you, Mark, for all you do to support our St 
Philip’s Parish Community.  You’re a wonderful Catholic Role Model.  

                             

Join us for the next           
Bemidji Area All Pro Dads 

  

A Morning at the Theatre! 
Saturday, March 23rd  

10:00 AM – 12:00 PM 

CEC Bemidji Theatre 

5284 Theatre Lane (West on Hwy. #2) 

Doors Open at 9:30; Showtime is at 10:00 
 

Movie…Bonding…Popcorn & Pop! 
(Additional Refreshments available at concessions!) 

The concession stand will be open, for any extra 
snacks or beverages you might be interested in. 

For more information or questions, please 
feel free to contact us at: 

bemidjiallprodads@gmail.com 
www.AllProDad.com   

February March Donations 

Prolife Causes – March for Life, Culture of Life $898 
Northwoods Pregnancy Care Center $7,000 
St Philips Kitchen Oven $1,700 
St Philips Youth Activities $800 
High School Scholarships $1,500 
Diocese of Crookston Office of Vocations $1,626  

mailto:bemidjiallprodads@gmail.com
http://www.AllProDad.com

