
EVENTS CALENDAR 
Check the Council 1544 Website for any 
changes/additions/deletions 

GRAND KNIGHT’S MESSAGE 
Fellow Knights,                                                                                                
 Advent is the time of year when Knights prepare for the 
coming of Christ. Sometimes I’m overwhelmed by all the demands 
this season puts on me. My prayer for you is that you can keep the 
“reason for the season” in perspective. Take extra time for prayer, 
go to confession, and let God’s grace lift you up. I hope you have a 
great Christmas!                                                                         
 Come to our December meeting and join us for a rosary, a 
great meal, and fifteen games of bingo with some great prizes. It’s 
a good time to have some fun with a great bunch of guys. Hope to 
see you there. If the drive at night is keeping you from attending, 
please reach out to me and we’ll arrange a ride.                                                                             
 Here’s what we accomplished because of our hard work and 
dedication in 2024:  

* Worked 5 Pancake Breakfasts, donating all proceeds to worthy 
groups.                                                                                                                    
* Worked 3 Hot Dog Stand events, Walleye Dinners and Rib Fest.          
* Donated $125,000 to area non-profits from KC Walleye Classic                                                                                                           
* Prayed for the unborn monthly                                                                  
* Participated with the Walk for Life                                                           
*  Led the Rosary at St Philip’s every Sunday.                                                        
* Donated than $50,000+  to our Church, school, and charities.                                                                                                                                  
* Ran the non-denominational, local All Pro Dad events                      
* Started a men’s prayer group called Cor.                                                            
* Donated time, talent and treasure to our Parish, School and 
 Community                                                                                                         
* Marched at many special masses and funerals with the                 
 4th Degree Honor Guard.                                                                                                                            
* Participated in the Eucharistic Revival.                                                              
* Performed a bi-annual stretch of Highway 71 Clean-Up                                                                                                         
* Participated with “Fasting Brothers” – fasting and praying for our 
 priests.                                                                                                                            
* Organized the Trap Shoot and Golf Outing for members                                                     
* Worked to help keep our Holy Cross Cemetery looking neat.  

I’m honored to work alongside a group of men that selflessly give 
so much time for their community, parish and council, and look 
forward to working with you again in 2025! But first, I’d love to see 
you at our December meeting! 

Vivat Jesus! 

John Marcum, Grand Knight, Council 1544 

Sat, Dec 14; 9AM All Pro Dad – St Phil Social Hall 

Thu, Dec 19; 6PM December Council Meeting 

Wed, Dec 25th MERRY CHRISTMAS 

Sun, Dec 29; 9 AM 
5th Sunday Ministries – check MSP for    
updates 

Wed, Jan 1, 2025 HAPPY NEW YEAR 

Thu, Jan; 6 PM KC Board Meeting, St Philip’s 

Sun, Jan 5, 2025 
Pancake Breakfast to support NW            
Pregnancy Ctr 

Wed/Thu, Jan 8; 6 AM; Jan 9; 6:30 
PM 

Cor Meeting – Men of the Word Bible Study 

Thu, Jan 16; 6 PM Exemplification and Council Meeting 

Sat, Jan 18; Noon @ Courthouse March for Life – KC’s serve soup/sandwich 

Sat, Jan 18; 10 AM – 12 PM All Pro Dad event @ BSU Rec Center 

Thu, Jan 23 4th Degree Meeting (watch for details) 

Sun, Jan 26; 9AM – Noon Free Throw Contest in School Gym 

Sun, Feb 2; 8:30 – 11 AM Pancake Breakfast to support Food Shelf 

Cor exists to form and 
strengthen Catholic men in faith 
and virtue as missionary disciples 
by drawing them into a deeper 
relationship with Jesus Christ 
through prayer, formation, and 

fraternity. Starting with January meetings (Jan 8/9) 
we will be working with a Men’s Bible Study called 
Men of the Word. Talk to DJ Bakken for more infor-
mation: (218) 556-2338 or foresterdj@hotmail.com  

mailto:foresterdj@hotmail.com


 

SUNDAY ROSARY 

Each Sunday, the Knights are responsible for 
leading the Rosary after the 7:30 AM Mass.  
Please join us as we pray the Rosary Together. 

If anyone wishes to help lead or sub, contact:                  

 Dan Shea (218) 760-6616  

 danielshea@paulbunyan.net 

DECEMBER BILLS & DONATIONS 

 

Radiothon to End Child Abuse $1,000 

Cool Threads – Apparel  $1,013 

MN – DVS (trailer license)  $24.25 

USPS (postage for dues mail) $146 

FS Fee & misc. expenses  $129.06 

Bemidji Food Shelf   $500 

Webb Mason (Cor Study Guides) $219.59 

 Knights of Columbus                
Insurance 

Contact Pat Dolan, Agent  
(701) 730-5203 

2025 Knights of Columbus  
Free Throw Championship 

8:30 AM – 12:30 PM St Philip’s School 
Gym 

Boys & Girls Divisions | Ages 9 – 14 

Local, Regional and National Prizes! 

THIS MONTH'S CHALLENGE - DEC 2024 
by Supreme Chaplain Archbishop William E. Lori: 

“Be vigilant at all times and pray that you have the strength 
to escape the tribulations that are imminent and to stand 
before the Son of Man.” (Gospel for Dec. 1, Luke 21:36) 

To remain watchful is a frequent exhortation of Jesus, for we do 
not know when the end will come. For most people, their end 
will come at the moment of their death. We trust in God’s grace, 
but grace requires our response: We must not grow lax and  
presume we have plenty of time to repent. We must pursue       
holiness and seek God’s will at all times so that we stand ready 
to meet him at any time. 

Challenge by Supreme Chaplain Archbishop William E. Lori: 

This month, in which we celebrate the birth of Jesus, I challenge 
you to meditate on the poor shepherds who watched over their 
flocks on the night he was born and identify one way you can 
better incorporate watchfulness into your own life. 

Questions for Reflection: 

Do you maintain a practice of daily prayer, regular examination 
of conscience and frequent confession, or do you sometimes 
grow spiritually lazy? Do you commit yourself to steady growth 
in holiness and virtue as preparation for the final judgment? Do 
you teach and encourage your loved ones to do the same? 



December Financial Secretary 
Report 

 On Thursday, December 19th, at the Council meeting, Terry 
B will MC the widely popular Christmas Bingo with outstanding 
prizes. We will be cooking a NY Strip Loin Prime Rib and carving 
that for dinner. No excuses for missing this meeting!                              
 We have the membership statements ready for the up-
coming Council meeting. The dues remain at $30 for Regular 
Members, $10 for Honorary Members, and $0 for Honorary Life 
Members. We will include donation requests for: 

• Pennies for Seminarians –supports all Seminarians in all Dio-
cese in the State of MN. 

• Jim Campbell Fund monies are used for continuing education 
of Priests in MN.  

• The MN State Student Loan fund offers low interest (3.75%) for 
education loans.  

• Our High School Scholarships provides $500 to local Catholic 
students attending college or trade schools. (see more else-
where in the newsletter) 

• American Wheelchair Mission provides wheelchairs for those in 
need 

 Minnesota Knights Foundation raffle tickets give you a 
chance at $5,000! (We receive ½ of what our members purchase!)
If you prefer to pay with VENMO or Credit Card, the process has 
changed slightly. Fill out the form with your donations and dues 
and take a picture with your phone. Text that picture to me 
(number below) and I will send you an invoice with the amount 
including all fees.                                                                                      
 Watch email on 5th Sunday ministries, need a few more 
EMHC. We hope to do a new membership exemplification at our 
Jan meeting, if you know of a good candidate, let one of the         
officers know.  

Vivat Jesus! 

Joe Bofferding—Financial Secretary 
joeboff@gmail.com | (218) 556-0651 

PRAYER AT PLANNED PARENTHOOD      
Saturday, December 21st                                   

Once each month, on the third Saturday, from  10:00 to 
11:00AM, we will gather at Planned Parenthood to pray 
for the end of abortion. Please join us all year round, 
Mark your Calendars for the 3rd Saturday every month. 

JOIN US AS WE PRAY FOR LIFE 

KNIGHT OF THE MONTH 

David Brooks is the December Knight of the month.  He re-
cently accepted the position of Parish Administrator for St. 

Philip’s. Council 1544 is thrilled that a Knight has been select-
ed for this important position!  He also serves St Philip’s as a 
Eucharistic minister and usher, is a Fasting Brother and is a 
sub for leading the rosary. His family is also very active in the 
parish. David Brooks is another example of a strong Catholic 
role model. Thank you, David, for all you do to keep St Philip’s 

and our council strong.  

Congratulations, DAVID ! ! 

 $500 Scholarships for 
College or Trade School 

available to Catholic  
High School Seniors 

     Applications available at 
Bemidji HS Career Office or call/text         
Mark Studer, (218) 760-1566 or                                         
email mdmstuder@gmail.com  

mailto:joeboff@gmail.com
mailto:mdmstuder@gmail.com

