
GRAND KNIGHT’S MESSAGE 

Brother Knights, 

Spring is in the air! The 10 inches of snow we got last week remind-
ed me how much I crave warm weather and summer. But, I guess 
we need the moisture, people kept reminding me.  My prayer is 
that the Lord would just send us some rain a couple times a week 
instead of the white stuff! Speaking of spring, we have some fun 
spring activities planned. The KC Spring Social will be held on April 
26th at the Bemidji Country Club. This is always a crowd pleaser. The 
spring highway clean-up is scheduled for April 28th. If you haven’t 
participated in this, it is much more about eating and enjoying 
time with like-minded guys than it is about work. However, I still 
argue that our stretch of 71 is the cleanest in Minnesota. Also, the 
spring golf outing is scheduled for May 5th. Again, after golfing we 
enjoy a delicious steak dinner. Please watch for more information 
on all of these events and try to attend as many as possible.  

Our biggest fundraiser of the year is June 14th. Please join us to 
watch this spectacular event and volunteer to help. Many hands 
make light work. For many, this is a very long day, so your assis-
tance is always appreciated. How are the raffle ticket sales going? 
SK Dan Shea is giving SK Terry Balenger a run for his money this 
year. For as long as I can remember, Terry has sold the most tickets 
in the council. It’s great to see someone challenge his streak. Btw, 
every raffle ticket you sell, the entire amount goes directly to the 
council. Thank you for all of your support. The Bemidji Knight’s gen-
erosity is legendary and is largely dependent on your raffle ticket 
sales.  

Holy Week is next week! Sunday, April 13th from noon until 230 
priests from the area will be hearing confession. I challenge you to 
go to confession and step into Holy Week sin free and allow God’s 
grace to fill your life. I wish you all a peaceful and blessed Easter! 

Remember the April meeting will be on Tuesday, April 22nd at St 
Philip’s! This is because of the conflict with Holy Thursday. 

Vivat Jesus! 

John Marcum – Grand Knight 

 

Upcoming Events 

Mark your calendars for these upcoming events. 

Sun, Apr 13th  Palm Sunday 

Tue, Apr 15th; 7 PM The Chosen 

Thu, Apr 17th  Holy Thurs Council meeting moves to Tue 

Sat, Apr 19th; 10AM Prayer for Life in front of Planned Parent-hd  

Sun, Apr 20th  Easter Sunday 

Tue, April 22nd, 6PM;  School Cafeteria, Thu Council Meeting Tue 

Fri, April 25th  School Gala – 8 Tickets available! 

Sat, April 26th  Spring Social Bemidji Town & Country Club – 
   RSVP to Bob Schlichting 218-766-6028 

Mon, April 28, 5:30 PM  Highway Cleanup – start at Hodapp’s 

Thu, May 1st ; 6 PM Board Meeting @ St Philip 

Mon, May 5th 5:30 PM Maple Ridge Golf outing and Steak Fry 

Thu, May 15th 6 PM Council Meeting @ St Philips 

Wed & Thu May 7& 8 Cor Meeting Wed 6AM; Thursday 6:30PM 

Sat, May 17th 10AM Prayer for Life in front of Planned Parent-hd 

Thu, May 29th  Anniversary of the Ordinations of Fr Blume & 
   Fr Salonek! 

Thu, June 5th; 6PM Council Meeting,  Elections , raffle tickets due 

Thu & Fri, June 12-13 Set up and Rules Meeting KCWC at Sanford 
   Center 

Sat, June 14th  25th Annual KC Walleye Classic! 

FREE TICKETS FOR SCHOOL GALA 

Friday, April 25th. We have some spots available, 
contact GK, John Marcum if interested in           
attending. No cost to attend, the Council bought 
the table, but expect to bid on a few items and      
participate in the many raffle games. Monies 
raised go into the school general operation 
funds. 



  Last Episode of Season 4 of           
“The Chosen” Showing April 15th 

Looking for an opportunity or two to round out your      
Lenten journey?  The Knights of Columbus are sponsoring 
“The Chosen”.  

We’ve been showing Season four of the TV series “The 
Chosen”.  The show is an excellent portrayal of Jesus as He 
enters His ministry years as seen through the eyes of those 
He interacted with during His time on earth. Each episode 
stands on its own. Join us for a light snack, beverage, and 
discussion in the company of friends.  

This final episode will be shown in the St. Elizabeth room 
from 7:00 PM - 8:00 PM on Tuesday night Apr 15th. 

HIGHWAY CLEAN-UP APRIL 28TH 

Join us at 5:30 PM at Hodapp’s 
on Birchview Drive – refer to 
Council calendar on the web-
site for the address – we will 
clean ditches and return for 
Cheese Burgers, Barley Pop & 
fellowship! 

4TH DEGREE EXEMPLIFICATION OPPORTUNITY 

To all Third-Degree Knights of Columbus: 

The Spring 4th Degree Exemplification is approaching. 
To be held in Moorhead on April 26th, 2025. This will 
probably be the closest we’ll have for 4th Degree, and 
anyone interested in becoming a member should take ad-
vantage of this opportunity. To encourage more Knights to get 
the 4th Degree, Council #1544 will cover the $90 initiation fee.                                                                     
 You must have a dark suit with a tie for this event and 
Brother DJ Bakken has agreed to help with escorting any new 
candidates. There are forms to be completed and applica-
tions must be submitted by April 15th, so please contact SK 
Dan Shea at (218) 760-6616, if interested. 

Cor exists to form and strengthen Catholic 
men in faith and virtue as missionary disci-
ples by drawing them into a deeper relation-
ship with Jesus Christ through prayer, for-
mation, and fraternity.  May meetings are 
Wednesday, May 7th at 6 AM & Thursday, May 

8th at 6:30PM. Each month stands on its own, if you have 
not yet attended, we invite you to check it out. Materials 
provided, bring a bible. We will be working with a Men’s Bi-
ble Study called Men of the Word. Talk to DJ Bakken for 
more information: (218) 556-2338 or forest-
erdj@hotmail.com  

mailto:foresterdj@hotmail.com
mailto:foresterdj@hotmail.com


Financial Secretary Report 

Thank you to the many volunteers for the 5 pancake 
breakfasts held this year – I will have the final numbers at 
the Council meeting on the 22nd (Moved from Holy Thursday). We 
finished with a breakfast in Wilton on April 6.  We have 3 car-
tons of Orange Juice (yield 1 gal.) available - $5 ea.           
 The Walleye Classic boat is still at Lueken’s, Brother 
Terry Belanger will have the May display schedule out soon, 
as the weather improves the boat will move outside. If you 
have not stopped into Lueken’s to see it, it’s a great looking 
boat this year, upgraded to 60 HP Mercury motor. Drop tick-
et stubs and cash at the Parish office, or in the Sunday col-
lection and save the postage.                                                        
 We will be squeezing in an exemplification sometime 
soon – we currently have 3 candidates – if you know some-
one, ask them to scan the QR code on the KC display to get 
signed up. 

Vivat Jesus! 

Joe Bofferding, Financial Secretary 
(218) 556-0651 ~ joeboff@gmail. 

KNIGHT OF THE MONTH 
    John Carlson was nominated April Knight of the 
Month. John has done a great job helping with the pan-
cake breakfasts. In Dan’s absence in February, John took 
the lead role. His strong work led to another successful 
event. He is also active with St Philip’s and participates in 
the mass as lector. Thank you, John, for all you do to 
make St Philip’s and Council 1544 a wonderful place! You 
are another example of a great Catholic role model! . 

2024 –2025 OFFICERS 
You can contact officers by clicking their name on the website 
and sending them an email. 

 

Grand Knight   John Marcum 

Deputy Grand Knight  DJ Bakken 

Financial Secretary  Joe Bofferding 

Chancellor    Joe Czapiewski 

Treasurer    Gerald Daly 

Recorder    Mark Froelich 

Advocate    Jake Hodapp 

Warden    Brad Arel 

Inside Guard   Andrew Lankowicz 

Outside Guard   Bernie Marshall 

1 yr. Trustee    Terry Belanger 

2 yr. Trustee   Daniel Shea 

3 yr. Trustee    Randy Lipscy 

Chaplain    Fr. David Blume 

ST. PHILIP’S CLOTHING DEPOT 

Do you have a couple of hours a week to volunteer and like to re-
pair and work on a variety of household items? The Clothing Depot 
could use a volunteer to check small appliances, clocks, watches 
and other miscellaneous items that are donated. Work would also 
include repairs on miscellaneous items, occasionally emptying do-
nation bin and moving tubs to storage. If you are interested you 
can stop at the Clothing Depot, Call Norma, manager of the Cloth-
ing Depot, at 218-444-3835, or Dale Johnson at 320-221-3742. 

APRIL MEETING DATE CHANGE – due to Holy Week April 
meeting is on Tuesday, April 22nd in the School Cafeteria. 
Mass at 6:30 PM; Dinner at 7 PM; Business Meeting to follow. 


